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ALIPOOK, 
Thursday, 4th Angust 6735, 
DEAR Sig, 


Mr. Gladwyn's paper up to day informs us that the Swallow is to be 
dispatched on Saturday next ; though | do not believe it, | must in prudence 
act as if f did, and begin my letters This | have purposely deferred as long 
as possible lest in the variable, indecisive and mysterious measures of our 
present Government I should be obliged to contradict to-day the assertions of 
yesterday. My two last letters were dated in April and May and were sent 
by way of Bussora. If you shall have received then they will in some 
mexsure have prepared you for the strange events which I am to relate in 
this. 

Sunt lacrymae rerum et mentem mortalia tangunt. 

Stewart, your gentle, mild, professing, realous friend Stewart, has lent 
himéell soul and body to the purposes of your enemies, and in my mind to 
the common. énemy of mankind. 1 want words to cover the enormous guilt 
and folly of his conduct; and will therefore, as Shakespear somewhere advises, 
let it go naked, that it may be seen the plainer. Your back was scarce 
turned before he forgot the address of thanks, and gave his mighty mind to 
the arrangement of new plans for the collection of the revenues, and to the 
destruction of the system which you had formed for that purpose. In his 
rage for improvement nothing could oppose him. He was inore furious than 
the Dragon of Wantley, or than the knight who slew him. His wrath was 
bent against things they never heard of, Dewauns, Committee—men and 
such things—were e’en to him as geese and ducklings. 

At his great bidding they were all to fy before him, They were inade- 
quate he «aid to the ends of thetr institution—and either the corrupt source 
or the helpless subject of endless deception - and to remedy all the evils 
which ever had existed or ever could exist in the management of the revenues, 
he proposed that they should be committed to the exclusive care of himself 
and Mr. Stables, whom, he modestly says, it would be impossible to deceive- 
These infallible gentlemen were to perform this easy work by way of 
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relaxation | suppose from their other tails. in monthly rotation, to ile great 
relied of the Governor-General, and (6 the preclusion of all meaner sgsis- 
tance, except that which they might deign to receive from the disinterested 
labors of their able and virtuous friends Mr. Graham and Mr. Moor. It 
is not in words Mowever, or in any words but his own, to do justice to. 
Mr. Stewart's ideas, | refer you therefore to his minute, You will see one 
or two rays of light glimmering through the whole, but so much refracted hy 
the crooked medium through which they have passed that you will scarce 
believe them to have orginally flowed from the enlightened mind of 
Mr. Shore, 

Stewart indecd though zealous in the opposition to your friends ani 
your measures has‘borne but a secondary part init, Its jeaders are: as you 
may suppose Mr. Stables, Moor, Graham, McDougal, Nebkiseliun, Sudder- 
u-Dein, Ram-Chunder Sein and a few others. You know them all too well 
to receive much concern from their enmity, Even the ingratitude and 
apostacy of the prinning Graham will not surprize you when you consider 
his country, his cunning, and his credulity. 

Their most violent attack has been directed against Gunga Govind 
Sing—and infamous has heen its condiet. 

You remember that Ghwolaum Ashruff was taken Up On suspicion. of 
forgery. He was led to suppose that by representing Gunga Govind Sing 
and:his son as sharers in his guilt, he should be able to obtain his paridlon, 
Mr, Willes to whom the investigation. was committed, detected and exposed 
the falsehood of his ‘accusation, He was committed to the mew Fort for 
further trial, and remained forgotten tillabout a month before your departure. 
He then applied fora Habeas Corpus, and to prevent any interference with 
the Supreme Court you moved that he might be- delivered over to the 
Fourdar.. Your motion was not considered by the other members till after 
your <departure. In the mean time the native enemies-oi Gunga Govind 
Sing, who thought this « favourable fime to exalt themselves on his disgrace, 
again prevailed on Ghwolaum Ashrull to accuse him. A committee. was 
appointed for the investigation of the charges against Gliwolaum Ashruff. 
Its members were Witkins, Grant the Informer, John? Duncan, and Grant 
the Philosopher: the latter declined and White was appointed in his stead. 
Wilkins thinks himself neplected by you—and was of old offended with 
Gunga. Govind Sing. You were deceived jf you thought that generosity or 
candor could operate on a mind Hike Grant's, He js as. far from admiring 
as possessing such qualities, and necessarily must dislike you. Duncan is 
I believe an able honest man. White is weak and was led by Wilking and 
Grant. Such were the Commissioners—their business was to enquire into 
the forgeries committed by Ghwolaum Ashruff. Forgetful however of this, 





THE NESBITI-THOMPSON PAPERS—/11. ‘ 





— 


they seem to have met for the purjose «nly of establishing if possible the 
guiltof Gunga Govind Sing. Grant in hie first minute indirectly avows the 
design, and alt the others | believe except Duneay steadily pursued it This 
perhaps will not be evident from the face of their proceedings, though it 
was incontestably'4o in the general sense of the whole settlement. On the 
asth they summoned Praun Kisshun to attend. 1 advised him sot lo go for 
the yeasons you will find m the letter No. which [| wrote in his name 
to Wilkins. They were afraid of the grand jury which was then ‘setting and 
took no-meastres lo enforce. obedience to their summons. Fortunate for 
him it was that he followed my advice. On the very day appointed for his 
attendance, his enemies had prepared to surprize hint with along connected 
chain of putjured evidence ; which as he could not immediately have dis- 
proved, would it: all probability have led to his instant commitment. The 
witnesses however who were: engaged for this purpose, collecting possibly 
from his non-attendance that he was not yet 4 ruined man, were alarmed, 
and faltered; at length one of them confessed that he was subormed, anda 
discovery was forced upon the Commissioners which shocks haman nature, 
and which I leave their own records to reveal to you, They reported the 
event to the Board, and the Board directed the witnesses to be prosecuted 
for conspiracy against Gunga Govind Sing. They were four in number two 
run away—two were tried, and one of them convicted. These however were 
poor wretches, whose only means of subsistence was that of perjury, who 
had no particular enmity to Gunga Govind Sing and who were the instru- 
ment{s] only of those who had. These we endeavoured to trace, and 
though to our own conviction we found them beyond all doubt in the persons 
of Nobkisshun, Sudder-u-Dein and others we could obtain legal evidence only 
ayainst Ram Chander Sein, and Gopee Nazir. Against these two the grand 
jury foand a bill afindictment and they will wake their trial at the next 
seseions, The committee of inquisition had now sat from the eloventh of Apel 
to the for the sole purpose of detecting the supposed criminallty 
el Gunga Govind Sing and his son, During the course of the enquiry 
they had not procured sir slightest evidence against them, and had found that 
eves) the witnesses who had appeared against them were soborned. [t was 
reasonable to suppose therefore that the Commission would close, and that 
the innocence of Gunga Govind Sing and his son would be admitted. Not 
so—the commiltee still sits—and Mr. Stewart still declares them guilty,— 
for Heaven's sake read his last minute. Aa? of the 19th July—Though | do 
not here mean to answer it in all its parts I cannot help taking notice of 
the gross falsehood with which it conclides—best relying on the confidence 
with which it Is asserted—you should give it a moment's credit. 

To prove the superior merit of Rajah Rauj Bullub compared with 
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that of Gunga Govind Sing, Ie sayy that when the former was the 
head native-officer of the Khalsa in 1772-3 the Company's met Colléetions 





were on ww B10 g,01,019-1-1 4a 
and that in rpBgea they were only si vce 1, 86,43, 107-04-7-8 
The difference in favor of the former being a4 28,t7,9bt-3-7-1 


‘Tie first principle of this reasoning is wrong, for Raja Raje Bulluly was to 
tion the head officer ot the Khalsa im t77a—than in 1783. He was then what 
iw i= pow and ever west beam empty name This business at hoth periods 
was in trath conducted by Ganga Govind Sing and his agents. But admitting 
the principle upon which he reasons, his statement in support of it is untrue. 
He means only to state the landed revenue—Croftes has done the same and 
the result is greatly in favour of the later period. If 1 can get a copy of 
Croftes) statement | will send it to you, lest | should not, [ will add o 
statement which 1 have received from Gunga Govind Sing—of the groas 
revenue at the seit referred to ss Mr. Stewart, 


= MA. Wate. BatxYr. 


‘| Khalsa. iN) 17.02,997-5-18-2 | 0,50,99.721+§ 0-0 149s 908+ t-08-2 
2 pre nip ' a 
| Behar... we | @hB6.gatetss | gsr DE Boo | B5.a57-9-5-0 
Xo year— 
24-Purgs., Burdwan, | 
ty72-3 { Gogt.soe ui-Ga | 66,47,617-08-16 | 3,00,.544-5-10-2 
Midaspere, &e. 
: TOTAL | BSB &s9002-10 “S67 Baga "7,8 Bogpiaeo 
fi. year (18g or 13 = 
2 | Total of the abors ... | R4ao7aty-o-e-2 | 285,01,24¢ 0-3-9 | ars gras s-10-9 
. oF yea ens anise 
| The actual rollectinws of 178j-q exceed those of 1772-5 by 1s,14 apy 
i773 
(Siej 


Some time alter this minute of Mr, Stewart was delivered, Mr, Macpherson 
desired 1 would! prepare an answer to it, comprehending a general wiew of all 
the proceedings relative to Gunga Govind Sing—hut fo be as mild and 
moderate as possible, that is, to talk about it and about it, but to leave the 
subject just where | found it. Nothing could be further from my own wishes. 
T-saw that Hill the Chitpoor Commission was closed any opinion relative. to 
the: merits: or demerits of Gunga Govind Sing must have been premature and 
subject to much future diecucsion. To make it final therefore, to annihilate 
the committee and to decide: At once on the fate of Gunga Govind Sing 
Ladvised Mr. Macpherson a% a previous ancl necessary step in the attainment 
of all these objects to deliver the accompanying minute No: 3. I sent 
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it to hint on the 25th July but whether he has yet daliveted it, or what has 
been its fate, | know not. 

‘The second charge against Gunga Govind Sing and his sou is that 
brought by Ramjet Mull. Thouglt the proceedings of thie 6th May will 
convince you of the malice and falsehood of the accusation, they will give 
you nd idea. of the gross absurdity: which marked its investigation ; for 
Duncan the sub-secretary, concerned no doubt for the lanor of the department 
in which he served, bas omitted to record the extravagancies of Stables and 
Stewart, and has contrived to give tlie appearance of method to their 
midivess, Cowper told me: what passed. Ramjee Mall, an obscure farmer, 
who had defaulted for almost one-third of tis revenge, and who was on that 
\ecount ander charge of the committee's peons, was brought forward as the 
accuser of the Dewan and his naib, and as if ennobled by the character was 
suffered to keep his seat ih the council room, till at the representation af 
Cowper he was desired tostand. So avowed indeed was the encouragement 
which he received from Mr, Stewart, and so great was that gentle man’s 
aixiety for the establishment of the charge, thit when bis discernment 
enabled him to sec the contradiction in the fellow's evidence, he frequently 
juterfered to set him right, and in several instances prevented the secretary, 
from recording the proofs which he afforded of ‘his own falsehood. Neither 
the geal er discernment however of Mr. Stewart has been able to make his 
friend consistent, or to make the worse appear the better cause. The charge 
contains such irresistable evidence-of its;own ontroth, that li scarce requires 
for its refutation the able answer which Praun Kisstiun has given to it. 

The third and last charge ts very curiously anil Hherally grounded on 
an act which you yourself had expressly recommended to the approval and 
confirmation of the Board, as one meatts of rewarding bis past services. 
1 mean his purchase of lands in Dinagepoor, This indeed is the charge 
which Mr. Stables pretends to think unanswerable aod on which, as if in 
disdain of every other, be confidently rests for the overthrow of the Dewan: 
| obtained a sight of Mr. Stables! minute of the igth May, and hearing that 
Mr. Macpherson had put in a very milk and water kind of answer to it, | 
thought it proper that Gunga Govinda Sing should speak for himself and 
therefore wrote for him a letter to the Board of which Psend you a copy 
(No: 2). Though | intended it to meet the assertions, for they are neither 
facts nor argumetits, of Mc. Stables'’s iinute, [ was obliged to write in 
pretended ignorance of it, since Gunga Govind Sing could with no 
propriety avow 3 knowledge of what had never been officially communicated 
to him. The arguments therefore are general, and consequently much 
weaker than they might have been, could 1 have directly opposed them to 
propositions. which they were meant to refute. | have no copy of Mr, 
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Stables’s minute, but | recollvce that he compares the jumma-inentioned 
in the purchase deed as the price of the tands, with their acta? jumma, 
and states the difference between them as the yearly and perpetual profit 
of the purchaser fraudulently acquired ai the expense not only of the 
zemindar but the Company, In this reasoning be is closely follawed by 
his co<adjutor Mr, Stewart. They are both as wrong as ignorance and 
prejudice can make them, 

in every purchase deed the price is <nttled according to the toomaur 
jurma; it is so in this: Bat thoogh the toomaur jumma determines the 
price to be paid toithe vendor, it by »o mrans determines the rents which 
shall he paid to Goverment: These will commonly ‘be ae moch as the lands 
are capable of producing, and certainly as much whilst they ure In the 
hands of Gunga Govind Sing as whilst in the possession of the zameendar. 

Both Mr, Stables and Mr. Stewart remark too with great indignation 
that the purchase deed asserts a (alsehood, for that it recites that the lands 
are impoverished and that the zameendar is unable to "improve them.” 
Mr. Stewart after twenty years’ service should have known that these are 
now words of course in every conveyance, and that they are such, because 
they express the only cause which in former times could authorize the salu 
of lands. Nay, such fictions are to be found In the conveyances used in. 
our own country. 

They both likewise concurred in protesting that the native officers of 
the revenue are by express orders prohibited from purchasing lands, The 
committee was referred to, Their answer was that. the mative officers 
were expressly permitted to purchase lands—ander certain restrictions, 
none of which Gunga Govind Sing hus attempted to evade ‘The committee's 
letter is dated oth June 1785; The order to which it alludes is recorded 
in their own proceedings of the 13th August 1781. 

These circumstances I here mention because you will find no traces 
of them in my enclosures, no faithful traces of them possibly in the records, 

Fram the perusal of these proceedings you will observe that hough 
Stables and Stewart possessed a decided majority, though they were 
anxiously bent on the same abject, and though neither they or their agents had 
been restrained by decency, moderation, or justice in the pursuit of ft, they 
are so totally destitute of plan, co-operation or ability that they have not 
yet been able to effect their common purpose. They have both long since 
separately moved for the dismission of the Dewan and all his dependants ; 
but the proposition of each containing the confused tmeonquerable: principles 
of the chaos from which it sprung, they continue dark and void, and dety 
the utmost powers of their authors to give them light or harmony, 

Upposed to such men it might be supposed that Mr. Macpherson’s only 
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difficulty would be to determine the destruction, But alas! lis selfish fears, 
his indecision, and his excessive refinement give strength and consequence 
even (o such enemies, whilst they totally ilestroy the confidence of all. his 
friends. My opinion of him is unaltered, and pethaps unalterable, for | 
vonfess that It at this moment stands opposed to the apparent tendency of 
seme of his actions. 1 give him: full credit for effecting tle nomination of 
Harpur, for his-delence, equivocal as it is, of Gunga Govind Sing, and for 
his. general ¢raff/ify towards: all vour friends. [donot mean ‘to develop his 
actions. You are now onthe spot to aee them in theiy true light, and | 
am far from wishing Uiat flat may be an unfavourable one, 

Had he possessed but common firmness he miglit have attached to his 
service the best abilities in the settlement, His personal interést, lis public 
credit, and the beadlong indiscriminating opposition of the other members 
to your measures necessarily engaged him in the partial support ef them. 
Friendship therefore towards you, as well ay an universal detestation of 
Stewart's ingratitude end Stables’s brutality eoncurred with the natural 
influence of liis office, his great good mature and the superiority of his talents 
compared with (love of his colleagues toset all men on his side. I really 
don't believe that Stables and Stewart fad an advocate i (he settlement 
except Graham, Moor, McDougal, and-their black associate:, fis pusillanimity 
if.not his duplicity has however robbed him: of all confidence and men In 
general are no longer anxious to render him that assistance of which he has 
not even spirit to avail himself. 

McDougal, Moor and others, with a view no doubt to their own emolu- 
iment, had encouraged the Rajah of Nuddeato demand the management of 
his Zameendarry. Stables “and Stewart supported him; the former th thie 
earnest hope, if not upon the express condition that be should produce 
buraumuds against Gunga Govind Sing. Macpherson opposed the Rajsh's 
demand, and the committee furnished him with unanswerable arguments 
against the Rajah’s presen¢ reinstatement, drawa from his incapacity—the 
faith of Government. pledged to the renters—and{ the cettain loss of the 
Company. Thus strengthyned the Governor went to Council, fully determined 
as he told Cowper gpon setting out to confirm the exisling engagement, 
Cowper always distrusting his: firmness contrived to follaw him. They were 
met only by Stables, for Stewart waa ill, andjto the sifent insolent obstinacy 
of Stables alone unaupported by: the bare mention of an argument did 
Mr. Macpherson yeild his fixed opinion, meanly abandoning his own analtered 
sense of justice, truth and policy even in the presence of the man to whom 
he had not ten minutes beloce engaged himseli for its firm suppott. Cowper, 
as well he might, gave him up in despair. The same day the eettlement was 
read. [ donotexaggerate. Stables stept through the: whole of it—and when 
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he was awakened at its conclision—declared ” | object to every part of it “+= 
ever Muepherson felt, and issued instant orders for its confirmation. 

Davies the lawyer—who thiagh a lawyer, Is the most /oya/ of all your 
friends, Cowper, Evelyn and myself were of opinion that Stewart had Wo 
Fivht to hisseat, He and Stables were then in the height of their madness 
The idea was communicated to Macpherson. | saw however that in the 
prospect of Sloper’s arrival, and with a view to keeping the Council full: he 
might not heartily! approve of the remoyal of Stewart. The question was there- 
fore fairly put to him, He-enconraged ws to proceed Davies prepared the 
arguments which I enclose No. 4 and which are unanswerable. It was agreed 
that Gungs Govind Sing, in case of extremities, should deliver then\ to the 
Board, with # protest against Mr. Stewart's possession of a seat. Mr, Mac- 
pherson begged a sight of the arguments; I distrusted im, and left them with 
himonly three hours: He in that time got a copy of them—shewed them to the 
judges—and pretended that they had verbally expressed 2 contrary opinion, 
To us he lamented hia embarrassment To Mr, Stewart he has no doubt 
moveh extolled his own moderation, and in the universal exercise of that mild 
and amiable virtue has pethaps very kindly endeavoured to falliate the 
intemperance of his young and hasty friends. If be wished not to attempt 
the removal of Stewart why did he not bell us so when the question was 
fairly put to him? He must surely have encouraged ue in the attempt, for 
the sake only of making a merit with Stewart im defeating it. 

Lord Macartney arrived here on the of June and took up his 
abode with Mr. Duncan, the gentieman, who in the spirit of Peter, but not 
with his contrition, thrice denied ‘his master, | have never been able to 
account for your belief of Duncan when he declared that he was not the 
agent of Lord Macartney, for, as I recollect, he acted in the character at the 
very time he disavowed it. Dick Johnson came round with His Lordship and 
has hardly left him s moment since. He may possibly teil you the real 
motives of his journey hither, his employment whilst here, and the sentiments 
with which he leaves.us. Larkins too may be able to tell you his probable 
views, for in the examination of Larkins’s records lic has spert mach time. 
| have myzelf seen him only once. He is 1 Anotw most exceedingly exas- 
perated against you for recording a letter from the Nabob of which | send 
you acopy (No.4). He saw, lam told, In an English newspaper that such a 
fetter was recorded, and made a formal application to the Board for a copy 
of it. If His Lordship's candor, human kindness, and moral justice were 
but edun! to his great resolution, or even to his abilities, | should regret that 
he is not your friend—in sach case indeed he could not have been your 
enemy. | have lately seen such imbecility of purpose in one party, and such 
gross stupidity in another, that [ am ted perhaps to give too much credit to 
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the opposite qualities, Jt cannot however be denitd that Lord Macartney's 
resignation of an office which others have so ardently sought, and which 
would have furnished such amplé means ef gratification to Nis pride, his 
ambition, his revenge, and fis avarice if hy really possesses any, marks 8 
dignity of character, a regulation of his desires that do him infinite honor. 
f own I admire the act; and | perhaps admire it the more because it so 
exactly meets my wishes. A log of 1 Governor may indeed be contemptible, 
but where the governed are nit frogs even a log is better than a crane. 

General Sloper arrived on the 2vst.: Though Willes, who is his nephew, 
thinks that you unnecessarily sacrificed lis interest and credit at Furuck- 
abad, to the views of Palmer and Grant at Lacknow, and feels therefore full 
‘as much resentment as gratitude towards vou, lie is still far from joining 
with your enemies merely because they are such. He despises Stables and 
Stewart, and partly at my request wrote:to the General at Madras apprizing 
him of their disgraceful conduci. The General therefore from this and 
other information arrives with duc impressions of them, and with a disposition 
to join Macplierson. [t would indeed have been madness in him to have 
possessed any other. Macpherson fms carefully improved it by those arts 
in which he so much excels. They do very well to sweeten the intercourse 
of common fife, I am fearful only that he’ will as usual carry them into 
the conduct of real business, and endeavour to make them the substitute 
fur truth, good faith, confidence, decided support, and all that ts truly 
valuable and binding in the engagements Wetween man and man, | own 
| fear it, For Macpherson cannot move straight forward. {If ie moves st all, 
it must be in the direction of the serpent, and with his belly to the earth. 

The General wished to remove Stewart. Macpherson affected to do the 
same—but clandestinely got the judges to déliver an opinion ‘that Mr. 
Stewart having been admitted to « seat, nothing had happened to deprive 
him of it In this opinion the judges carefully avoided any decision upon 
his first right to take his seat. They well knew that he had no such right; 
and all the rest of the world will know that if he had no nght to get the 
seat, he can have none to keep it. 

The last person | saw on Saturday night was poor Croftes, He was 
then in health. Before morning a paralytic stroke had robbed him of the 
vee of half his limbs; and all his understanding. How terrible a wreck | 
Dick Jolinson and Kydd have attended hun constantly, and, knowing your 
regard for him, will no doubt give you a full account of this melancholy 
event 

Palmer in the letter which I enclose has spoken fully for himself. 1 
congratulate both him and you, on the successful issue of your arrangements, 
By this ship I'send you another packet containing letters only from your 
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native correspondents, The cover bearing the mark * wae delivered to 
me by Rajah Govind Ram who says that it contains a fsithful transeript 
of all his correspondence with Lucknow since your departure. He was 
anxious, | know not why, that it should carry no evidence on its face of 
coming from him, 

The Prince's letters and a full account of him you will receive from 
Frith—who is now in Calcutta. 

Poor Pot has been in hot water ever since you left us. “The viltanous 
intrigues of his own Dewan Soonder Sing and of, the Beegum's Dewan Roy 
Maunick Churn have kept up the fire. I bave in vam endeavoured ta 
extinguish it—for, to go on with the metaphor—pott boiled over, and | was 
in danger of being scalded, | 

Turner hes written to you, and as he informs me has told you of our 
purchase, and of our intended improvements, You will no doubt have been 
much vexed and surprized to hear of the very small aum which your estate 
at Alipoor produced. The old house with all the garden was the first lot, 
and was. bought -by Mr. Jackson for 27,500 Rs.—(ur's was the second—and 
went at 27,000 Rs, the Paddock was the third and brought only 7,000 Rs. 
Our's you may at all times command at the sum for which we bought it. 
Landed property ‘has greatly sunk in its yalte. Mr. Short died about @ 
month ago. An estate for which he paid 40,000 Rs, and in the improvement 
of which he had spent very near as much, produced at publick sale only 
19,000. 

The cinnamon iree has produced a great deal of seed, which is now 
drying, and shall be sent by the Francts. 

The packet will close at noon and | atm therefore compelled to close 
my letter. I beg you will accept my sincere acknowledgment for all your 
kindness to me—and that you will believe me as in truth, 


1 am, 
Your grateful and faithful Servant. 
GEORGE NESBITT THOMPSON, 

Halhed desired 1 would write to him fully. Since | have known him | 
have always spoken to him on such subjects as if I were speaking to you. 
I hope therefore that you will have a0 objection to shewing him this letter 
for if there were now time, I could hardly find in my heart to enter again on 
such a Detail. 

l have sent you part of Gladwyo's last paper—in which you will see a full 
account of the measures which the settlement is adopting for a redress of 
grievances. f have had no participation in them; for | know whilst they 
are legal and moderate they will be ineffectual. 
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| wrote last night to Mr, White'to know what was become of the address 
of thanks to you. "He told me that it had Jaid some time at the Harmonic 
House, and that he believed Mr. Stewart finding no other names were added 
to it had taken away.” | immediately went to town and calling on Larkins 
got him to concur with me in requesting that Mr. Stewart would send the 
cddress tous. ‘This was late fast night. Lhave yet réceived no answer. 
} shall first procure the minute which you wrote on-your departure to be 
published and shall then think of the address, [t has not had fair play. 

Larkins applied for leave to publish the minute in: which you testify the 
sentiments of the Company's Servants in general, Macpherson consented — 
ut Stables opposed. Iam not sorry for it. Anthony could not have wished 
for a more favorable circumstance when he read the will of Cesar, 

G. N. T. 





Na th. 
CALCUTTA. 
September 8th 1785. 

Dear Sir, f oes 

Upon coming to town this morning to sign the three petitions to the 
different branches of the legislatare Mr, Dacres informed me that Mr. 
Ferguson intends to dispatch by dawle of this evening a packet over land 
to Bombay in order that it may be forwarded from thence by way of 
Bussora to England. Though ! have arysell no confidence in the speed or 
cettainty of this mode of conveyance, ! cannot help availing my [self] of it, 
not only as it indulges the pleasuré which 1 always receive in writing. to. you 
but as it enables me in some measure to assist in promoting the views ot 
one of the most able realous and respectable friends: whom you have left 
in this‘country: You are not, 1 am certain, unacquainted with the character 
and abilities of Mr. Davies; he does infinite credit to both by the jnerease!! 
veneration which he has displayed for your's since your departure. | do not 
say too much when | assure you that ‘tis to the credit of his avowed support 
in the Supreme Court that Gunga Govind Sing is in great measure indebted 
for the victory which be has now almost completely obtained over his 
enemies, but he is | assure you in all things sincerely attached to your 
interests 

He has shewed me a letter which he has written to you upon the subject 
of his ‘succession to the appointment of Advocate General held by Sir John 
Day. He doubts not from the assurances with which you honored hin 
before his departure, that you will favour him with your support im Ure 
pursuit of this object. He is apprehensive only from the very unfaic means 
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which have been practised hereto deprive him of it and from those whieli 
are likely to be yursued by Lord Macartney in England in favor of Mr. 
Dunkin, that file friends may not be sufficiently vigilant or on their guard 
to prevent hia being disappomted, The late act of Parliament.in providing 
for a regular succession.to appointments has been construed 1 England as 
extending to that of the Advocate Genera}, and as giving Mc. Davies a clear 
right to it In pleading his cause indeed | plead my own. For you must 
recolloet thar Sir John Day is Advocate General—Davies is senior council, anc 
| am fontor Couneil—it & as much therefore my interest as: it is his to guar 
against superoession, andas you até my tutelar God | trust that having 
created you will preserve me. Dunkin, though cursed Jesuit, has still the 
happiness of Mr. Sulivan for his ftiend. It will require therefore some 
explanation on your part to shew the superior claims of Mr. Dayies to your 
favor, and his absolute right indeed to his office. Remember you haye 
given to Dunkin the appointment of Registrar to the Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlat, an office of much greater influence. and emoliument than either 
Davies’ or mine. Remember too that if Dunkin gets the Advocate General. 
ship he will hold both appointments, whilst Davies in succéeding to- it, 
would relinquish his present employment and consequently not exhibit so 
striking an instance of the undue opération of favor, and of the blindness of 
fortune. I have said nothing of their comparative fitness for the office, for 
this adniits of po comparison, It would not be to compare great things with 
small, but that which does exist with that which does not. 

Davies has explained to you the wild and unjust intentions of Sir John 
Day, Alter trying several other means of defeating Davies’ succession, he 
is now lshouring to obtain permission to go to England for two years— 
without relinquishing lis office.—If therefore you should be so kind as to 
interest yourself in Davies’ behalf and so fortiimate as to sutceed, be 
careful how the order for his succession 1s worded—possibly this may do, 
“that T..H, Davies, Esqr., having long and ably served the Hon'ble Company 
“gs their Senior Council in the Supreme Court at Fort William is by the 
“tate act of Parliament entitled to succeed to the office of Advocate General 
“whenever Sir John Day shall cease to perform the duties at present 
“annexed to it, and that the said T. H. Davies ia therefore appointed to 
‘succeed to the said office whenever the said Sir John Day shall vacate 
“it or leave Bengal.'—This is not, | know, correct, nor have I time to make 
it 4o—for tle post is going. 

As it is possible that this letter may arrive before the Sira//om | should tell 
you that che left this port about the rath ultimo, that | wrote by her very fully 
to youmarii] that Lord Macartney was a passenger on board her. He came 
bere about the month.of June, He made early declarations that he would 
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not take the Government if it should be offered to hin. His appointment was 
announced here on the 3tst June—and he absolutely had virtue enough to 
decline it, Whiist bete be had wnlimite) cevourae to all the records not 
only of Larkins’ but of every other office. His bibours certainly had not 
cour honor for their object. | have the happiness however of knowing 
that they. will contribute toi. Nay-all things, says Holy Writ, work together 
for the benefit of the good—and even your enemies are useful to you— 
Larkins admires him—and he admires M—n too. He mya they are both 
honest men, Lord M.is highly offended with you. for recording a letter 
in which he is much abused by the Nabob of Arcot. lt was recorded as I 
recollect in November 1783. He applied to the Board for a copy of it. 
Croftes received a paralytic stroke om the 6th August. It fora time deprived 
him of the use of his side, and nearly 1 believe of hie understanding He 
is now much recovered, though still a pitiable object. Palmer is on his 
way to the Presidency—Harpur has succeeded him—Macpherson has hitherto 
been joined by Sloper, They are both favourable to Ganga Govind Sing. 
The committee have closed their proceedings with a repart which does them 
credit, and amply atones for the prejudice with which they set aut. All 
the papers are now before me and fam preparing Mr. Macplerson’s final 
mintite of decision on them—The three petitions against the bill were signed 
to-day, Old Price bas been violent in support of the bill and in opposition 
to the petition. Make my most respectful compliments and grateful 
acknowledgments to Mrs, Hastings, and believe me, dear Sir, as in trath 
Lam— 
Your most obedient and faithful Sorry! 


G. N. THOMPSON 


No. tz 
ALIPOOR, 
ist Noremder, 1735. 


My Dear Sik, 

By the /nfsi/ligence packet which will close this evening |: have the 
honor to send you the duplicate of my last letter, and the copy of a 
minute which | have since prepared for Mr. Macpherson. In the perusal 
of it I request you will remember that | wrote it neither for you nor myself 
but fora gentleman who startles at the perspicnity of truth wherever he 
meets it, and never so carefully avoids as in his own reasonings and 
conduct. This ‘observation must partly account to you for the want of that 
direct and pointed argument of which the subject’ was capable—as even 
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the small degree of direct and pointed argument whieh the minute apes 
possess will no doubt well account for Mr. \Macpherson’s pot having yet 
delivered it. In fact he is afraid to saya word upon the subject and i like 
many other very cautious men betrayed into greater danger by his fears 
thas he could have been Jed by any degree of temerity, He i now guilty 
of suspending a question which in cvery view of it called for prompt 
decision, and of supporting in opposition to two votes which constituted 
when. giver the legal Gavernment, a man who has been accused of the most 
atrocious crimes and in whose behalf, for aught that appears on the records, 
fie has not been able to urge a single plea either In point of fact or 
argument, Instead of furnishing the explanation of his own condnet, he 
leaves all who are disposed to consider it, to draw their lights from those 
pure and abundant sources. ie minutes of Messrs. Stables and Stewart. 
Nor would these have ever yet received a single contradiction if | had not, 
contrary | believe to the wishes of Mr, Macpherson, prevailed on Gunga 
Govind Sing to deliver his letter recorded the 7th July, 

When Mri Macplierson complained that Mr. Stewart opposed him 
Mr. Stewart declared in his own justification that he should never have 
accused Ganga Govind Sing if he had not been prompted and Jed on todo. so 
by Ms, Macpherson, Mr, M—, you may be sure, denies this, and it is possible 
he might be believed, if the whole of his conduct, every minute he has tecorded, 
did not confirm the declaration of Mr. S.—tIt should be:observed however 
that, though the excuse of Mr. Stewart fully justifies him to Mr, Macpherson, 
it damns him with respect to truth and you— 

My. Mackenzie yesterday took his seat asa de/éikerative Member of the © 
Committee of Revenue, preparatory to his becoming an efficient one upon 
the expected resignation of Mr. Charters. To trace Mr. Macpherson 
throtigh all the indirect and dirty ways by which he led Mr. Mackenzie to 
this office, would be-an irksome task. It is sufficient to say that Johnson 
was a candidate for the office—ithat Cowper and Evelyn supported Jolinson 
as the properest maq in Calcutta for the execution of it, and opposed 
Mackenzie:as on all accounts the moat unfit: Mr. Macpherson agreed with 
ther entirely on both points, hut particiilarly on the incapacity of Mackenzie. 
He could not bear to hear of the fellow. Yet it was Mr. Macpherson who 
placed him in the appointment and who now eapects that all the rest of 
the world, except Mr, Mackenzie and hie {riernds, will believe it to be the 
work of the other members. He is really one of those who shut their own 
eyes, and then think themselves concealed. 1 do not object to the appoint- 
ment of Mackenzie. He had pretensions to it.as having presided over the 
Customs which are now put under the Committee. I object only to the 
mode of the appointment, | 
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We lave reports here apparently very vague that Pitt was Irie in a 
minority in the Irish business, and that Fox and his party form the present 
administration, 1 simmeerely hope this ie not true; for though Pitt certainly: 
is no! spotless, Fox seems black all aver. 

| blush for my countrymen in Bengal when | tel) you that few of them lave 
signed the petitions to the three branches of the legislature, | adimit. with 
the advocates of the Bill that i has it4 merits, but hese were necessary, and 
were perhaps intended to veil its blemishes. 1 do aot myself dread the 
operation even of its worst clauses: | fear nota disclosure of my property, 
and would perhaps rather be tried by the new judicature than by a common 
jury. Bat who-can tell us that the new judicature will always retain its 
present form? A. new minister may probably preter a single judge to 
twelve, We shall them in vain have recourse to the bulwark which we 
now basely desert, We shall be told that the trial of jury has been long 
since: abolished, and that. the intended alterations are mot the creation of a 
vew court but the modification of an old one. 

To defeat the arguments of Mr. Macpherson and Price, which all went. 
to cotivince men that the good parts of the Bill should reconcile them 
to the had, and that they should swallow the Pill because it was gilded, 
{ advised one of the members of the committee to propose a publick 
acknowledgment of the good clauses, as well.as a petition against the bad. 
He did propose it but the other members of the committee overruled it on 
the pleaof its being unprecedented, In justice to my own feelings | ajgned 
the petition, though I kept cut of the way of being in the committee not 
knowing how you might approve it. 

I shall not pretend to develop the schemes of our present rulers, for nr 
man is morte totally unacquainted with them The General, I am told, iz 
desirous of visiting Lucknow and by several subordinate arrangements 
{ think it probable not only that he has such an ‘intention but that be will 
be permitted to execute it. The enclosed letter from Palmer | received 
before his-arrival from Lucknow. He is now at Cosspoor and will no doubt 
write fully to you, He has taken his passage lor England and expects to 
sail in January, Many are voing home this year, those whose names 1 can 
recollect 1 will add—Rooke, Purling, Irwin, Charters, Dynely, Wilkins, Petrie, 
Cator, Alexander, Beeby, David Cumming, General Stibbert, Colonels Ironside 
and Morgan, Majors Browse, Maclean and Palmer. | have omitted Colonel 
Watson, who in his departure furnishes a striking proof of that celfishness: 
which has marked his ¢haracter during the whole of his residence here. 
You may remember how indecently, how madly violent he was ajainst Pitt's 
Bill when. we received the first and imperfect abstract of it. He said it was 
your duty as the first member of this society to oppose it—and all this to 
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prevent the disclosure of his property, He soon. finds that he can get home 
eatly enough Lo evade that clause: and the Bill 4s in his mind a very good ate 
He will neliher petition againat it, nor ssubserlbe a rupee for forwarding 
the petition. He is avery likely man to go home and inveigh against the 
tapacity and extravagance of Indians, You knew something of Davies the 
lawyer, | can assure you from my perfect knowledge of him that [hel i+ 
an able uptight man—lew people wham you-have left here have nvatilested $0 
high a veneration for your character, of So sincere an attachment to the 
cause of yourself-and your friends. 1 own | tell you this to engage your 
attention to what | am going to say respecting lin. He is next in succession 
to the office of Adyocate General beld by Sir John Day. Upon an application 
by Governor Jolinson to the Court of Directors requesting that Maxwell shoule 
be appointed to the first vacant office of Council to the Company, it was 
opposed as it might eventually de a supercession ; indeed it must be so if the 
vacancy should first happen in any but the lowest office. Sir John Day 
partly no dowbt with a view to his own intensst, and partly it is said to 
injure Davies, wanted to go home upon leave of absence for 2 years, and 
retaining the salary of his office ty invest Gordon with the duties of it 
Davies opposed this as injurious to him: The Board at length consented that 
Sir John Day: should go home for 2 years for the recovery of his bealti\, 
and that his office and its salary should devolve upon Davies. Davies hopes 
therefore you will, if possible, effect his confirmation in it, and guard him 
against supercession. | shall advance to the office vacated by Davies, anil 
Gordon to mine. 


By a Mr. Wagstall, ‘Mrs. Hay's brother, | send you about filty seeds of 
the cinnamon tree. | have directed him to sudpecnd them In a dry and airy 
part of the ship which as I recollect i tic mode preseribed by yourself A 
few of them have come up in our garilen. 

Soleyman Beauty and the baggy horse are all well—so are the Canary 
birds—Mrs. Hastings | am sare will be giad to hear this—pray present my 
respectiul compliments to her and tell her that | shall send ter muslin and 
pearls by the Roduey which will sail In November‘or the beginning of Decew- 
ber and {s a safer ship and a better sailer than the Intelligence, ‘and: sill 
probably be at home almost as soon. 

You will hear from Croftes, and will, 1am sure, rejoice to find how tittle 
his mind is affected by his late misfortune. He has however no use of one 
side of his-body, and is upon the whole a very miserable. man. He thinks 
himsell hardly treated by the present Government, and says he goes ty 
Chittagong as if he were going to perpetual banishment, 

Though November is now commenced this evening fs as hot as cyer 
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ft remember one in Bengal—and increases fi possible that desire which I 
always feel of being near you- | 

[have some abstracts of proceedings for you hut lor the reasons which 
[ have mentioned above [ shall send them by the Rodne# 


Phave the Honor to be, 
Dear. Sir. 
Your obliged and grateful Servant, 
G. N. THOMPSON, 


Poor Elienrry has been within these 3 or 4 days turned out of his office of 
Naib of the Khalsa. 1 can believe he has heen guilty of some offence, 
though perhaps not meriting dismission. 1 need not tell you that none of 
the Taalooks have been yet granted to your dependants, by Macpherson 
they never will be granted 

The Khurreets | received from Bissumber Pundit, it contains letters 
from himself; his brother and Moodajee Boorlu. 

The packet marked thus * Is (rom Raja Govind Ram. 





No: th 


Thursday, 15th December 1745. 
Drak Sik, 

The Surpriae's packet was opened on Monday last, and infinite was the 
pleasure which it produced to all your friends —Major Scott's letter to me 
informed me. of your safe arrival, your health, your distinguished reception 
and the honors which probably yet awaited you: Your good is in all its 
modifications the good of the public; and the bare report of the weight 
which you possess jn England will lam convinced have a favourable effect 
on the councils of this government. [t will impart to them a portion. of 
that spirit which informed them whilst under your direckion —and banish 
from them, if any thing can, the meanness, imbecility and selfishness which 
have lately so notoriously disgraced them, Kydd is going tome Twill 
not compare his departure in consequence of yours tothe Flight of Astrea 
hecause the allusion is. trite and because | see no great similitude between 
England and heave But [believe he would not have gone If you had 
staid, or if,in your absence, he could have done anything lor the public 
good, He has not enly cried upon the house tops, but has invaded the 
secret chambers of the great, and something afterthe manner of Albony in 
Cecilia ‘has told them truths which they would otherwise sot have heard, 
and which if one risen from the dead had uttered to them they would not 
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have had grace to believe. To Kydil } refer you—he knows a little of what 
has lately passed, but I know absolutely nothing—nor do | regret t—! 
shall not burst is ignorance, and knowledge I'am convinced would be pain. 
My office as Junior Council has Jately foond me full employment. Full ten 
days were we endeavouring to justify the conduct of Motte and Maxwell 
2 joint Superintendants of the Police, We failed at last, and | hope you 
will attribute our ill-suecess to the qualities of those gentlemen. rather 
than to those of Davies and myself. We have since been enrployed in 
convicting several men who for many years past lave carried on the practice 
of opening the mails whilst.on their way to the ship aod stealing part of 
their contents, To-day is the first which | have oot past in court for almost 
thie month. On Monday next the trial of Ramehundcr Sein, Gopee Nazir 
and others for a conspiracy against Praun Kishun Sing will commente, 
and as-all the preparatory steps forthe prosecution have principally rested 
with me, the business has already o¢eupied most of my time and attention, and 
must from henceforth till ite conclusion engross them wholly, Davies is Senior 
Council, nor can | in justice to my own feelings lose any oceasion of bearing 
testimany to the zeal which hie displays in the support of Ganga Govind Sing 
and his son, and to the attachment which be has Invariably manifested to 
you. By the /ufel/igence packet | sent you the copy of a minute which | 
had prepared for Mr. Macpherson, comtaining @ brief consideration of all 
the questions bwfore the Board relative to (he Dewan and his son together 
with his decision on them. He affected to admire il exceedingly, but has 
yet made-no use of it.—Now that he sees the reception you have met with, 
he will perhaps venture to commit himself in favor of the Dewan ‘so lar as 
to declare what he has long professed to believe his innocence. 

This will probably be delivered to you by Comyns—to whose care [ have 
committed a trunk containing the saddle piven to you by Almass Ally. 
Khan—lt accompanied one of the mares, and though its intrinsic value is 
1 fear inconsiderable, it is apparently a laborious and costly work, and may 
possibly be acceptable to you or some of your friends as a Curiosity. In the 
same trank | send a shield which some of the natives have tol) me is o very 
fine one and musquet proof, This propérty it owes | suppose father to its 
shape than its substance. These-and a few more such articles | brought back 
from the auction room whither they had been gent by Larkins, The aale 
of them would have produced but a trifle and was not | am convinced at 
ail consonant to your feelings. The best of them shall by different conveyance 
be sent to you. To Comyns! have in full confidence of your approbation 
given a matchlock, two spears, and a very old sword. To Mr. Stables I have 
most unwillingly parted with afew articles; He would not take a refusal, 
Though I have never been within his doors but once since your departure 
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he cams frequently to Alipoor; and, were pot gross hypocrisy one of the 
inost striking features of his character, one would have thoaght that. he came 
tor the melancholy pleasure of deploring your absence on the spot which had 
been most blessed with your presence: Every shrub reminded him of yoo— 
the very stocks and stones were eloquent, and prompted him to repeat as il 
enly from their suggestions—" Alas! poor Hastings “—these were his very 
words—and it is from his lips alons perhaps that they could have given me 
pain. | mate a virtoe at length of necessity, and told him that Iwas certain 
b acted as you would do in letting him have any of the articles he wanted. 
He took two matchlocks (pot the bestj—an old saddie— 3 spears, and 
a shield. 

By Comyns | send you in another box 3 matchlocks—one of them beyond 
all comparison the handsomest of sny you left behind you. 

Kydd is gone and Comyns is going. lam afraid of being too late—and 
must therefore conclude. 

I have the Honor to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most oblized and faithful Servant, 
GEORGE NESBITT THOMPSON. 

By Colonel Kydd 1} send you some geeds of your own Cinnamon tree. | 
senil likewise some seeds which Captain Forrest brought from one of the 
Malacca Islands and has distributed through the settlement as the seeds of 
the cabbage tree—none have yet come up in'the neighbourhood of Calcutta. 


[Te be continiad.) 


(Reviews. 


WARREN HASTINGS IN BENGAL 1772—1774- BY E. 
MONCKTON JONES, OXFORD, 191B- 


PH author at [ile preface modestly refers to certain disabilities to which 4 
writer on the subject of his choice is exposed if he be “ neither an Todian 
\fficia! nor in any way in direct contact with the life of Tnodia, but drawn 
to the subject merely by ite inherent interest.” The writer of a work such as 
the present ane must be continually brought into contact with matters of avery 
technical natuse, a Knowledge of many necessary details of which 1s more easily 
und more thoroughly acquired in the practical work of a Civil Servant rather 
than in the study, While this is true, it is, on the other hand, a manifest ad- 
vantage to have a book written in a style which ts readily intelligible to these 
who have never been in fadia, and from which the technicalities and even the 
“ Hobson-Fodsen” into which an Anglo-Indian writer so readily drops are 
shsent. In India a work of the present kind has been long needed, for many 
wildly false statenvents as to the history of the country are still current, and, 
apart from the dramatic scenes in Hastiugs’ career, bis great work as a patient 
and farseeing administrator has been studied by but a very small number. 
Mr. Monckton Jones’ method of following up his chapters by select documents 
is just what was required. We would venture to ask the weiter when he is 
preparing a second edition to: weigh once again his statement as to‘ the 
effect of Plassey." We venture to think that the fact that the glorious careers 
of savh men as Thomas Adams, Randfurlie Knox and others have almost passed 
out of memory is to be explained by the exaggerated estimate of the event 
of Plassey. On p. 65 Mr. Monckton Jones says of the Supervisors "none 
of them could fiave had more than three or four years’ administrative 
expérience,” Surely this is rather too strong. As Verelst has been so 
severely contrasted with Rickard Becher by Sir William Hunter, we think 
it aught to be said that the impression lefion mind by a study of the 
Murshidabad records ts that Becher was an amiable but not very strong 
adininistritor. He seems to have been yet another instance of the 
type of man who gains great credlt by candour in exposing evils, but his 
method in so doing is a violent flagellation ‘of the wrong horse. The 
eatrespondence of the Supervisors, when. it is published will, without doubt, 
tend to show that Becher hintsel! is to be blamed for the alleged failure 
of tht experinient The list af Supervisors given on p. 5g, is incomplete 
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and inacevrate. Chartres’ on p. 292 is an error—a common one—for 
Charters!’ We notice too that for the name of William Lushington 
in the index is given Henry Lushington—the latter being the. youth 
who survived the Black-hole to perish im the massacre at Patna and whose 
memory is unpleasantly connected with the tricking of Amirchand, The 
Index which is remarkably goal. refers to p 47 for '" Bycunpare, 
Baikanthpur,"” which is explained to be “a town in the Patna district.” 
The reference is to No.27 on p, 216, and refers to © Darrup Deo, the 
zamindar of Byctintpore,’’ The district is in reality Baikuntpur—old 
fashioned Bykuntpore—which «nce belonged ta Rangpur but now to 
Jalpaiguri. There are some evidences of Hastings’ activities which Mr. 
Monckton Jones might wention in another edition. tn 1778, iNluwiratinnge 
the saying that every great statesman is vomething of a geographer, 
Hastings sent Charles Chapman to explore the coastof Cochin China and 
penetrate as far inland as he coull, This, of course. was at @ date subsequent 
to that with which the present volume ends, and, to a liter period also 
felongs the journey of Samuel Turner in £783 to Thibet, but Bogle’s 
embassy to the Testu Lama (1774-75) might heve been mentioned. We 
venture to express the hope that Mr. Moncktan Jones will be encouraged 
to undertake a similar volume on the period im which Hastings so splendidly 
proved to be the mens aegua in arduis, but should be elect ta transfer hia efforts 
to another field or remark, we shall remain grateful to him for a work 
which must convince every unprejudiced mind that, judged by the history of the 
years 1772-74 alone, Hastings not only has wana place in the very first rank: of 
Firitish statesmen, but deserves the love of the people of Bengal. The hook ts 
to be further commended on the score of two line portedits. The first of these 
is the portrait presumably by Tilly Kettle, and presents us, 93 Mr. Monckton 
Jones thinks, with Hastings “ about the age of 40." which would be about 
the date of his arrival in Bengal as Governor in a77a. As Keitie was in 
India from 1770 to #774 the portrait may well be itis work: Mr. Monckton 
Jones states that this painting was “ inherited by Cortland Mactiregor, Esq., 
from his ancestor John Stewart, Judge Advocate-General in Bengal in 1773." 
The other portrait gives us Hastings about the age of G5," aod is from the 
painting by ‘Abbot. Our author states that it shows as Hastings “at appre- 
ximately the date of his final return to Englund." Hastings was borm on the 
‘6th December #732: he left Calcutta finally ot Pebruary (, 1785+ 5 he 
catnot have been fifty-three years on the date of his arrival in England 
(13 June 1785). The Great Proconsa! might almost be described as the best 
painted man 1 history for we have portraits of him by Sir Joshun Reynolds, 

Romney, Abbot, Devis, Ketth:, Zoffany, Stubs, Selon and Masquerier 

W. K. F. 
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A GUIDE TO TAXILA, By Sit JOHN MARSHALL, &-7,, ¢.1.E,, 
Ma., Lrr,, Doc,, CaLeurta, 1914. 

We have received with the greatest pleasurea copy of Sir John Marshall's 
Guide to Taxila. Even to those of ue who ein never to’ hope to enjoy the 
good fortune of visiting the remains of that once great city, the present 
guide is most interesting. [t was not until 1863 that General Cunningham 
established the identity of the site some twenty miles to the north-west 
of Rawal Pind! with that of Taxila, and, until Sir Jobn Marshall nearly five 
years ago was enabled to get to work at his remarkable series of excavations, 
the old city remained a prey to irresponsible treasure-seekers or to, hap-hagurd 
enthusiasts. We are at last able to re-conetruct the general plan of the city, 
and trace the Influences of the seven different nations, the Persians, Mace- 
donians, Mauryas, Bactrian Greeks, Seythians, Parthenians and Kushans, 
under whose dominion the city has passed. ‘The reader ‘of either this ‘work, 
or Sir. John’s recent Gatde fo Sencht will find his. visits to the Indian 
Museum at Calcutta the more delightful, We have to be thankful that, despite 
the general stand-back due to this war, in one large branch of learning 
a great and necessary advance has heen made. 


CBarfes Croftes : 
A Friend of Warren Hastings. 


—— 





[* the picturesque remetery at Chittagong there is, & monument to 
Charles Croltes, died at Chittagong, 1786, aged 42°" fu the late COR, 
Wilson's most defective List af Iuscriptionson Tomax ar Monuments in 
Bengal possessing Historical ar A rchzological Interest, only one Chittagong 
inscription is given, viz.; that to Lieutenant W_ Dicksey), but the monument to 
Charles Croftes covers the remains of one of Warren Hastings’ tnost intimate 
friends, and this alone shauld serve as a reason forits being matntained hy 
the Government under’ the provisions of Lord Carzon's Act, The eleventh 
ol the charges against Hastings at hig trial was thatin 77g “he annulled 
the existing contract for the provision of bullocks and concluded another 
with his friend Charles Croftes, Esqr, upon wantonly extravagant terms.” 
On this charge Hastings was found guilty by three, and acquitted by 
twenty-three of the judges, but the relationship between Croftes and 
Hastings was as the present article will show, one of intimacy, 

In 1774 Croftes, formerly Accomptant to the Chief of Council at 
Murchidabad, was Sub-Treasurer at Fort William: In the year 3777 he 
field the post of Accountant-General to the Revenue Department an 
office not to be confounded (as is often done) with that of the Accountant- 
General, We find one reference to bim im Grands Narrative '' While] 
reinained in the family of Mc. Hastings 1 was in the habltude, with my 
friends Major Palmer and Gale, to make occasional excutsions at the end 
of the week on the river. Our rendezvous generally was either at the 
lamented Mr. Croftes’ plantation at Sooksaugar in which he had introduced 
the growth of the sugarcane, of at Ghyretty House, the residence of M. 
Chevalier, the Governor of the French settlement of Chandernagore”” The 
mention of the sugareane plantation reminds us that in addition to his work 
ai the Revenue Department, Croftes contracted for the rum supplied to 
the Company's Marine Service. On July 15, 1783, we find the Agent to 
the Fleet seeking permission ‘to take over 600 leagues of rum from Mr 
Croftes, having engaged to over all that could be made at Sooksaugur lor 
the useof the Fleet.” Sooksaugur (Sukhsagar), be it said, is, or was (for 
Warren Hastings’ house at that place has long years ago subsided into the 
tiver) on the banks of the Hughli, a litle above, and on thé opposite side 
to, Bandel. The house and experimental cultivation grounds were perhaps 
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in origin Hastings, and it seemsto have been the favourite country-side 
retreat of the elegant Marian)” bel carly in 1784 it seems to have become 
Croftes’ property, for we. find Hastings on his way to Sooksaugur writing ; 
“ Poor Croftes, with the goutin bie heal, ts, In defiance Of it and my 
entreaties, horrying after nie, to make my teception at his house most 
welcome and sulutary,”’ A little later on the Governor-General records : 

“Pam, oi the conteary, as well ast have been, for many years, for when t 
landed at -Sooksaugur -on- the igth my heatth failed me, and my knees 
trembled, with the walk to Croftes' tungale.”” It. may be mentioned that it 
was at Booksemuguc FAlward) Wheler broke.& blood-vessal) and died on October 







leky’s Hengal Gazette (June +781) Croftes- appears as “ Idle 
» the Bankrupt: merchant," but idle he can hardly: have been if we 
rout cthe, almost numberiess letters in his hand.to’ be found in the 
Mofussil colfectorate. offices. “There cantiot be the slightest. doubt but that 
belwas an exceedingly laborious and able sevenne official, It is curious 
that) in 78% be= . should: have: been hit off. by Hicky as a “bankrupt 
merchant, | for his »bankruptey does notséem to have occurred till 178s, 
whet it befell him in consequence of an unfortunate dealin muslins, The 
measure of Hastings’ personal confidence in his poor gout-stricken friend 
may be judged from the fact that he selected him tobe his wife's trustee 
in India. When Mrs. Hastings went home in 1784, it was arranged that 
no less than £5,000 showld be paid to Captain Cooper of the A//es for the 
accommodation of the Governor's wife and companions, and Croftes, who 
had charge of the negotiation, arranged that the Skipper should receive as 
payment ““muslins” of his manufacture, on the consideration that as an 
commission would be charged thereon, the’ worthy spytein. would make a 
further profit of 25 per cent, on the bargain, The " muslins” sold for less 
than £600 of the sum originally fixed, and when Captain Cooper applied for 
compensation, Croftes was on the verge of bankruptey ! 

Hastings left Caloutta finally on February 4, 1785, On September 9 of 
that yenr Croftes was appointed Chief and Collector of Chittagong. Sir 
H. J. S: Cotton, in’ his Memorandum on. the Revenue fHistory of Chittagong, 
records.» “It would stem that he was failing in health and resigned his Calcutta 
offices:and-endowments of his own accord in order: to obtaii “a transfer te a 
settlement al established; reputation. By a special order, dated oth 
November, 1785, “his own physician, Mr. John) Williams; was permitted to 
accompany him to (Chittagong: on thé salary of aw adsistant surgeon. Mr. 
Efoftes mist, however, have been a gréat pecuniary Jeser by the transfer.’ 
Sit He J. S. Cotton, did) not know of . Croftes’: bankraptey as a private 
merchant, Nemesis followed Croftes to Chittagong. Sir H. J. S: Cotton 
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SOOKSAGUR RUINS. 
(From Calesworthy Grant's Rural Life in Bengal ) 





SOOKSAGUR HOUSE 
( From Colesworthy Grant's Rural Life in Bengai.) 





CHARLES CROFTES; A FRIEND OF WARREN HASTINGS. 25 





goes on to say: "There was also another considerable inconvenience 
attaching to the Chittagong appointment at the period. I find that for three 
consecutive years at least, from 1783 to 1786, the exigencies of Government 
at the Presidency were so great as to require the immediate monthly 
remittance of the whole balance of cash in the treasury after receiving 
sufficient for the payment of the troops and for drafts in favour of the 
Revenie Committee. All other paynients were suspended; not even 
salaries could be paid. Mr. Croftes, who had joined with other members of 
the Revenue Committee in issuing these instructions in 1783, when Mr, 
Irwin was Collector, was compelled to remonstrate against them in 1786, 
when he was himself a victim to their operation.” It is cot often that 
highly placed officials, after having enjoyed the exhilarating delights of 
taking bird's eye views of the world beneath them, have the further privilege 
of taking a worm's cye view—but that was the privilege which befell 
Charles Croftes, 

At Chittagong, Croftes had the honour to entertain at his house Sir 
William-and Lady Jones. He completed the revenue settlement for the 
year 1786-1787. Sir H.J,S. Cotton writes:—" The character of Mr, 
Croftes' work is laborious and conscientious although it is not altogether 
such as might have been expected [rom his experience and his own ability, 
His letters are a marve! of circumlocution, and his deference to authority 
and respect for the Revenue Committee are remarkable even in an age 
when official self-abnegation and abasement were more practised than they 
are in the correspondence of modern times, It was doubtless his bad 
health that affected the outturn of his work. He died at Chittagong on the 
sath of September (1786), just a twelve month after his appointment,” 

it will be interesting to notice the fate of that old house at Sooksagar 
where Hastings and his wife had so often resided. A wood-cut picture of 
the house will be found in Colesworthy Grant's Rural Life in Bengal, and 
Grant tells that “it was built by Warren. Hastings as a country residence for 
himself and three other civilians, and for the purpose of their having an 
English farm where experiments in the growth of coffee and other products 
of that nature could be tried Forbes in his Oriental Researches says 
\ that it was an elegant house of European architecture, highly finished, and 
the grounds disposed with great taste." The name Sooksagar (“dream 
of delight”) is probably derived from an ornamental tank in the neighbour- 
hood constructed by some wealthy Mahomedan native, The property fell 
into the hands of the wealthy merchant Joseph Barretto, who is said to have 
lived there “like a. prince," and to have erected a chapel, which his 
successor, M. Lauruletta, “noted for his hospitality and sporting pro- 
pensities, converted into an abode for mahouts and fighting cocks.” In 1792 
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‘the sugarcane plantation and rum factory were still flourishing, and we are 
told that the place was styled Chota Calcutta.” Some sombre verses on 
the house as it stood in 1829, 

Silent deserted and sad 

Where the dark tangled grass hides the 

Serpents that hiss 

And the jackals alone are now glad, 
have often been quoted. 
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Section of William Wells’ Plan of Calcutta, 1753. 





Leaves from the Editor's 
MNote-Book. 


N the Oct.-Dec. number for 1917, | wrote “owing to the ciretimstances 
created by the War the finances of the society are not in a prosperous 
condition,” and I ventured to remark that a comparatively small sum of 
Rs. 3,000 “would suffice to restore Bengal: Past &* Present to something 
Tike its former condition in amount of materials and illestrations." 1 have 
now to acknowledge with the most sincere thanks the receipt of the under- 
mentioned donations for the support of Bengal: Past & Present -— 





Rs, 

The Right Hon. Earl Curzon of Kedleston 200 
Anon = ae ie oe) Og 
The Most Rey, the Lord Bishop of Calcutta roo 
Ty Swan, Esq: =" rr =r 1oo 
Total -, 600 


When alter rather more than a year of abeyance, the Calcutta Historical 
Society revived its energies in the year 1914, one of our earliest and 
most enthusiastic supporters declined to renew his support on the ground 
that he supposed that in the seven hig voluines of Bengal: Past & Present 
already issued the subject of Old Calcutta most have been exhausted, That 
so far from this assumption being true, and that we are yet still almost in 
the Infancy of our research, I think, <an be shown by the following instance. 
If you turn to any of the plans of Calcutta dating back to the year 1756, 
you will find that what is par excellence the " High Street" of our modem 
city is nat in existence. Let us glance-at the accompanying reproduction of 
a plan, which belong to the year 1756. The Court House shows us the spot 
ot) which St. Andrew's Church now stands. Suppose then we imagine ourselves 
starting from the doors of the. Court House one cold-weather morning 
in the year 1756. The long row of houses hetween the east-western of 
what is Mission Row have not been built, and what is now the western 
-side of Mission Row faces direct towards the Great Tank. Between the road 
leading southward and the Tank there is what is known as “the Park," and 
the alignment of the road is very different fram that of the road on the east 
side of the present Dalhousie Square, much of the present road having since 
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L750 been taken out of the Park. When we have got to the point-at which 
to-day we should find Mango Lane to our left, we find the go-downs of Mr. 
Collet's house immediately in front of us, and if we wish to find our way. to the 
Maidan we must make a short turn to the right along the south side of the 
Park, and then, turning to the left, skirt a big tank which covers much of the 
present site of the General Telegraph Office and last of all turning up a «mall 
lane leading southwards come to the Creek, which flowing up what is now 
Hastings Street and Government Place North, separates the town of Calcutta 
[rom the country. If we turn now to Upjohn’s Map of 1792 we find Court 
House Street in full existence. At what date was that great street made? 
By what authority? Whence came the funds for its construction? That we 
ean) at present give no answers to these questions is surely a proof that so far 
we have not made much progress in the attempt to recover the history of 
Caleutta in the building. 


it is curious to notice how little there fs tobe found in the old leases’ 
which have recenly been under review in our pages to enlighten us about 
the construction of Old Court House Street—a little, 1 mean, in contrast to 
the much which may be learned about Chouringhi, Garden Rearly, or Lal 
Bazar, In 1788 we find Richard Johnson, that great Calcutta land-owner, 
selling to Thomas Henry Davies (the Advocate-General) for Sa. Ra. 45,000 
an house "tothe eastward of the great road leading from the Old Court 
House tothe Esplanade—and on the south by the great road conning east 
or west with the Esplanade ?* Here we liave an indication of what was till 
quite recently "Scott Thomson's Corner” and is now Esplanade Buildings, 
but | think that the earliest reference-to Court House Street is in connection 
with @ property known as “ Gokul Gosaul’s Bansa Bary," stated [No. 551] to 
be “in Dhee Calcutta on the high road leading from the Court House to 
Surman’s Bridge. In lease No. 553, dated December, 1783, the Bansa. 
Bary is said to be “on that high road leading southerly from the Old Court 
House to the Esplanade.” The Bansa Bary must have occupied Scott 
Thomson's Corner, for it is'said to be bouuded “on the south by the street 
leading from Dhee Calcutta to Durramtollah,” Weare thus carried back 
to 1783 as the latest possible date for the construction of Ol’ Court House 
Street, 





fn regard to the side of Old Court House Street from the Telegraph 
Buildings to Larkins’ Lane, the materials for the history of Old Court House 
Street are abunslant. In a linuse at the corner facing the Great Tank on the 
west and the street, old Tulloh the auctioneer, (said to be the original of the 
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Judas in Zoffany's Altar-Piece at St. John's) once did liis business, Next to 
him, on the south, was the Hindustan Bank; and where now is Messrs. Bath. 
gate's place of business was « house belonging to John Prinsep, who was in 
all probability the bailder of the houses in this part of the town. When 
Government purchased the property now occupied by the Telegraph 
Department, Messrs. Burkinyoung, F.C. Osler, and Mackillop, Stewart & Co., 
were in possession respectively of the properties once held by Tullah, the 
‘Hindustan Bank, and John Prinsep. A. relative who was once kind enough 
to tell me that | possessed psychic powers of an advanced nature, was good 
enough to encourage me that I need have no fear if | should chance to find 
mysell walking one dark night through a stone-wal!, The stanc-wall through 
which [ at present cannot work my way is that of Mr, Collet's godowns in 
750, In other words I cannot at present discover when Me, Collet's hawse 
was pulled down, and a straight road made from the Old Court House 
to the Esplanade. | have, however, starled out to show thal-we still, know 
but very little, of the story of Calcatta in the building, and, of course, if ths 
be so, there is an enormous field for research open to the Society. In the old 
deeds of the Bengal Club, the United Service Club, the Grear Eastern Motel, 
‘Messrs. James Finlay, Messrs. Bathgate & Co., Messes. Smith Stanistreet & 
Co., Messra.. Hamilton & Co., to mention to others, a rich harvest. of 
knowledge woald be realised. [t isa long and arduous joarney to Gaur or 
Panduah, but there are materials for: an entertaining holiday close to hand in 
nearly every land-owner's strong box. 


On pages 116 and 107 of Vol. XTV,! referred to Charlotte Webb, the 
youngest sister of Mrs. W. M. Thackeray of ‘Sylhet,’ Mrs.:Peter Moore, and 
Mrs. Thomas Evans, The reference made in her mother’s letter to "a sham 
marriage suggests that Thackeray may have derived the ides of the plot 
of Philip from this sad page tn the family history. 1 find from Mr, T. A, 
Venkaswamy Row’s /wdian Decisions (Old Series), Vol. 1, page toqs that on 
July 7th ¢78:, Mr. Newman, the Advocate-General, moved the Supreme 
Court "to grant the custody of Miss Charlatte Webb, a lunatic, and the care 
of her fortunes, to her brother-in-law, Mr. Evans.” “He produced the 
affidavits of two Surgeons in the Company's service, and he moved under 
clause XXV of the charter empowering the Court to appoint guardians for 
infants and lunatics.” The Court "took nothing,” since, although they had 
no doubt of the madness of the unfortunate lady, they were agreed that 
the custody ought to have been sought for on petition, and they doubted 
“whether the court could determine on her madness by inspection alone, 
or whether there must also be an inquiry by a Jury before the Sheriff" 
Alas! Poor lunatic ! 

B 
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In the " Nesbitt Thompson Papers” we have reference to Grant the 
informer.” Who was this person? On page 154 of the recently published 
secoud volume of the Memoirs of William Hickey; we read -— 

“Another of the duels was between my friends, Robert Pott and James 
Grant, Pott being a staunch Hastingsite, while Grant was 
equally zealous on the part of Clavering. These youngmen 
had therefore been jntimate friends, but- during the contest 
for Government, Pott charged (rant with duplicity and with 
acting the base part of an informer, divulging opinions that 
had been delivered in confidence and privacy. Grant 
thereupon challenged Pott. They met, when after exchanging 
several shots, Pott wounded his adversary in the leg, and 
the matter ended, but Grant was even after distinguished 
from many of the same by the title of ‘Informer Grant.’ * 

In my “Leaves,” Vol. XIV, page 303, [ have shown that the James 
Grant, so famous for his contribution to the Fifth Report of 78s2 waa not 
appointed to the service till May 1778, so while he may be ' Grant the 
Philosopher," he cannot be "Grant the informer." The latter, Hickey's 
friend, left Bengal in disgrace In 1776,.and we find him in England in 1386 
engaged as “a West India merchant in partnership with his elder brather, 
Peter.” Hickey, by the way, has a tale to tell of the sordid treatment dealt 
out to him by his old fmend. Jn 1780 this James Grant was appointed a 
senior merchant of Honourable East India Company, and so I suppose 
retuned to Bengal. 


It is with deep regret that [ record the death of Mr. Bijay Kiscor 
Acharyya, who was so distinguished an ornament of the Indian Christian 
community in Calcutta, Im his Tagore Law Lectures for 19t2, Mr. Acharyya 
dealt with the subject of codification in British India. The lectures thoagh 
primarily intended for law students are of great value also to historical 
students, for the lecturer deals with his subject from a historical point of 
view, and makes ase of materials which have been little studied by English 
historians: ! would take thia opportunity of acknowledging my due 
personal debt to Mr. Acharyya for most generous assistance rendered mo 
when | was working at the Hyde Note-books, Rb Pe 





In his valuable article on European place names in India, Lieutenant. 
Colonel D. G. Crawford wrote (Bexgat - Past & Present, Vol. tl, page 10) :— 
“Cox's Bazar was named after Captain Hiram Cox, who was : 
mission to the court of Ava by Lord Amherst about 1820 shortly before the first 
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Burmese war. He wrote an account of this mission, published in London In 
i82r, under the title Journal ofa Residence im the Burman Empire and 
more particularly at the Court of Amarapoorah.”' Turning. to Mr. W. L. 
O'Malley's District Gazetteer of Chittagong, | find it stated: “the town is 
aamed after Lieutenant Cox, who died here in 1793 after he had established 
acolony of Maghs, who sought shelter in British territory after the conquest 
of Arakan by the Burmese.” Mr. Kiran Nath Dhar hus been at pains to 
yo into the matter.on my behalf,;and he-ecalls my attention to the following 
notification in the Calewt(a Gazette of 15th August 1799 -— | 

Deaths —At Chittagong, on the 2nd instant, Captain Hiram Cox of a 

fever with which be was attacked at Rummo, while on a 
deputation from Goveroment to settle some affairs with the 
Burmans in the district." 

Mr. Dhar has also looked up the Fournal of a Mission, and he reports 
that it was brought out in 182r by the author’s son, Harry C, M. Cox, who 
etates that his father died at the age of 39. The General Military Register 
(Cafeutta, 1795) gives the following statement as to Hiram Cox's career :— 


Cadet ap ... I4th September 1779 
Ensign — ae 18th rs ry8o 
Lievtenant .-. 2gth May 1781 
Resigned =e .» aand December 1788 
Re-admitted .,, on 1791 
Captain ae ous r795 
Died ans ai and August 4799 





The Second Volume of the Memoirs of William Hickey is now to hand, 
and fully justifies the expectations expressed in my last “Leaves.” The 
confessions of vice and dissipation are alas! as prolific as ever, and are not 
@ wit the more pardonable because Hickey, like so many of his race, had 
"a way with him,” and his female relations thought that Hickey. was more 
“vastly agreeable” when drunk than when sober. The Bengal Obituary 
preserves-an inscription on the grave of the darling girl" of the Memoirs. 

To the Memory of 
Mrs. CHARLOTTE HICKEY, 
Wife of Wm. Hickey, Esq., 
Who died the 25th December 1783, 
Aged 21 years, 10 months and to days, 
leaving a truly disconsolate husband, 
bitterly and incessantly to deplore the loss.of her. 
There are those for whom “ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.” 
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The form which bitter sorrow takes with Hickey is torecord in his Memoirs 
that the beloved one had been the mistress of his friend the mad Captain 
Mordaunt, and that the poor girl, fearing Hickey'’s remorse, should he grow 
weary or disappointed, had declined his offer of lawful marriage. Hickey was 
@ hero in an age when the idea of honour was satished by a capital 
H or one or two duels, Honour on Hickey’s case was not associated 
with paying one's own debts, bat in the most foolish way rendering oneself 
responsible for the bad debts of unworthy friends, The present writer bas 
come across an instance of Hickey's sharp and decisive way of repudiating 
areally binding obligation—but there is nothing in the Jfemoirs on this 
head. Weil! | will not say anything more on the subject of the almost total 
absence of conscience from the Afemoirs. Hickey may be trusted to act as 
his own hanginan. Let us come to what he has to tell as about old Calcutta, 


1 do not think that Hickey’s remarks on the Nanda Kumar case are of 
much original value. He arrived in Calcutta on November tst 1777: the 
Nanda Kumar Trial took place from the eighth to the sixteenth, of June 
(775. Hickey states ‘that Chambers declared the verdict to be wrong, but 
“from his natural frivolity and want of firmness. he allowed the influence 
the Chief Justice had over him to operate so far as to subscribe his name to 
thé death warrant as with those of the other Judges." This statement serves 
to show that-the writer had not a very accurate knowledge of what took place 
at the Nanda Kumar Trial, Chambers’ objection was not to the nerdict, but to 
the indictment, as he was in doubt whether the Act (a Geo, 11) making forgery 
a capital felony was in force in Bengal, It would appear that after stating 
the objection to the indictment, he gave way to the opinion given by his 
brethren on bench, The idea that Chambers did not concur in the verdict was 
gaturally enough from his objection to the indictment. Natural frivolity cantiot 
be happy description of Chambers; but “ want of firmness” suits very well 
the man whom J. A. Hicky hit off as "Sir Viner Plant.” Hickey tells ts 
that the several of the gentlemen who had served on the Jury “would have 
sooner starved than consented to, had they entertained the most distant Idea 
of the exectition following such a verdict.” This may well be believed, 
but the assertion is more flattering to their hearts than to their intellects, 
Hickey asa lawyer ought to have known that any reluctance on the part of a 
Jury, on grounds of pity to bring in a verdict of guilty tends to confirm the 
belief that the act for which the accused was condemned was proved by 
the evidence. 





Perhaps the most interesting thing in the book, from a Caloutta point of 
view, is the picturt we have of Colonel Henry Watson and his great enterprize 
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at Watgunge. This, however, {sa subject which we must reserve for a future 
occasion. We read with interest that Mr. James Agg was: one of Hickey's 
companions nn the outward yoyage of the See-dorre in 1779, for Aggy was none 
other bot the engineer who designed and built St, John’s Church. Hickey 
tells ss." Mr. Age was, some years after he arrived in Bengal, appointed an 

Engineer officer, in which corps he rose ta the rank of Captain, whitn he 
quittrd the service and returned to Europe with a handsome fortune. Soon 
alter he reached England the Court of Directors offered him the situation of 
Lieutenant-Giovernor of Saint Helena which he declined accepting.” Among 
his voyage-companions was Mr. James Blacquiere, superintendent of piece 
goods, a soniof his of thirteen, William Coates Blacquiere,” the latter a 
famous person in Calgutta History: We note too on this voyage on the Sea- 
horse, E. Wheler, Mes. Wheler, and the Indy (Miss. Durnford) who was to 
become the second Mrs. Wheler as well as Richard Tilghman, then a barrister 
and brother-in-law of Sir Philip Francis, and Robert Morse a barrister, Mr. 

George Dallas (afterwards a baronet), Joho Muriin Playdell, fohw Guichard 

Booth, Major Lewis Mesmayer (Engineer), Captain Jas. Dickson, and the 

great Lt.-Col. H. Watsan, The names of the Surgeons of the ship are worth 

noting —James Laird, Humprey Howorth-and Cleveland. The latter may have 

heen. a relation to the Augustus Cleyland, whose heroic career as Collector 

of Bhagalpur is known to fame, although it his so far found fo historian. The 

spelling of Cleveland for Cleviand is very common, After leaving Col Watson's 
hospitable home at Garden Reach, Hickey and Cleveland chummed together 

in a house “ delightfully situated upon the Esplanade, opeti to the southward 

and eastward, and commanding an extensive view up and down the river, to 

whichit wasclose.” Needless to-say, this house must have been on the site sow 
covered by the Bank of Bengal. Hickey adds: “ It belonged to Mrs. Ogden, 

the widow of a pilot then recently dead, who had left her this house with other 

property. The only reasonable objection that could be made was its being 

cutcha, that Is, built with mud instead of mortar. Formerly the greater part 
of the buildings in Bengal were of that description, wheteas there is now 

hardly one to be sten throughout Calcutta, being replaced by well constructed 

solid masonry. For the house we agreed to pay joo sicea’ rupees, or 

£37 tor 4 month, Pott exclaimed upon entering it in its unfinished state, 

and undertook to get it pat into 4 proper condition for us, which he did-at an 

expense of pearly one thousand pounds.’ For this house the reader may 

refer to No. tog of my article No. {l on Calcutta Streets and Houses in 

Bengal: Past & Present, Vol. XIV, 





The reader who is still interested in Madam Grand will find in these 
Memoirs some points of Information to fill in silences in Dr. Busteed's Lchves. 
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Colonel ronside's few d’esprif may perhaps give a death blow to chivalrous 
attempts to. apologise for the fair lady, but Hickey only serves to confirm us 
in the belief that Grand was a merchant in what every honest man would 
consider as his shame, 


The most important public event with which Hickey was connected was 
the famous Touchet petition against the Supreme Court. On this subject I 
must remain silent, for Messra. Cambray & Co., ina most laudable spirit of 
public zeal, are about to publish a reprint of the Report of the Committee of 
Parliament on the Touchet petition, and | have somewhat rashly pledged 
myself to furnish an introduction. In this place | need only say that | 
believe the Touchet with whom the petition is associated was a young 
barrister in England, and both Busteed and Sir J. F. Stephen wera in error 
when they connected the petition with Samuel Touchet the Juror in the 
Nanda Kumar-case. The name connected with the petition is Jolin, not 
Samuel Touchet, 


Hickey's friend Bobb Pott was, I surmise, Robert Percival Pott. We 
are told of Pott's endeavours to bring out to India with him his mistress 
Emily Warren. Hickey tells us that Sir Joshua Reynolds, who had " painted 
Emily's portrait many times and in different characters,” declared “ every 
limb of hers perfect in symmetry, and altogether he had never seen so 
faultess:and finely formed buman figure.” Probably Pott's infatuation did 
not Jong survive his parting with Emily Warren in 1780. In 1788 he married 
at Berhampur Miss. Sally Cruttenden, (Bemgal: Past’& Present, Val. XIV, 
p- 502). OF Pott’s duel with "Grant the informer’ mention has already 
been made. Of Alexander Higginson and his connection in Massachusetts 
something was recorded in Aengal; Past & Present, Vol. Xll, p. 106, 
and his marriage with Miss Martha Isaacs, recorded.on p. 507, Vol. [Vi From 
Hickey we learn that Miss Martha Isaacs* was a young Jewess, who came 
oat to Calcutta in §777 to follow the profession of a miniature painter. We 
find a Mr. John Pascal’ Larkins mentioned as second officer of the 
Naessan in 1779, and in command of the Warren Hastings in 1780. ieee 
reasonable to surmise that this Sea-Captain is the father of John Pascal 
Larkins, B.C. 5., who, aa Provincial Grand Master of Bengal, laid the 
foundation stone of the Castom House on February ta, 1819, that of St. Peter's 
Church, Fort William on July 24 1823, and that of the Sanskrit College on 25 
February, 1824. Captain J.P. Larkins was, I believe, the brother of 


Ta se 
© The St. John's Baptismul Megister showy the baptiam of Martha fsaacs, "9 person of rifey year 
oni July, E779. 
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William Larkins, Accomptant-General in the days of Warren Hastings and 
Cornwallis, and from whom Larkins’ Lane notes its name. The references 
to Commodore Richardson, Mrs. Fay's friend, are of interest Tiretta 
makes an appearance, and we hear once more his marvellous mixture 
af the English, French, Portuguese, Hindustani and presumably Indian, 
and we read again of the full teimmed suit of velvet in which he was 
wont to appear annually at. the Governor's ball on the King's birthday. 
Of the: founder of Indian Journalism, the truculent and unfortunate James 
Augustus Hiecky, we learn that his art asa printer was acqhired fram: the 
reading of a book during the period of his imprisonment, and that he practised 
as physician, surgeon and apothecary as well as a printer. Hickey fell In with 
Thomas Hickey, the portrait painter at Lisbon, but it does not appear, that 
the two Hickeys were relations, At Lisbon too Hickey became acquainted 
with Louis Baretto. 


a  -_~) 


On the very first page of my ‘Leaves’ in the first volume of Bengal ; 
Past & Present, (1907) 1 spoke in high praise of Mr. C, E. Buckland's 
Dictionary of Indian Biography. (nso doing | pointed out that a work 
of the kind must pass through a series of revised editions in order that the 
advantages of criticism and suggestion from a wide-spread public may be 
turned to profit. | suggested that the then but recently founded Calcutta 
Historical Society might from time to time issue brief biographical notices 
on slip forms capable of being conveniently inserted between the pages ol 
Mr. Buckland’s Dictionary. This proposal has not been adopted. In the 
meanwhilé materialy for producing either a new edition or else 4 new 
Dictionary have been increasing. A sutvey of Mr, William Foster's Fuctory 
Records and Sir. Richard Tentple's edition of Streynsham Master will at 
once reveal many names. which should not be forgotten. The fifteen 
completed volumes of Beugal: Past & Present constitute a very tich treasury 
of biographical materials, tit until the consolidated index for Vols. IX to XV 
has been drawn ap and issued the reader must remain at a great 
disadvantage. 1 propose to give here a first trial list of persons whose 
careers] venture to think: should be recorded in a future edition of the 
Dictionary, and! hope it may be possible to publish trial biographical notices 
of these persons cither in Bengal: Past& Present or in a separate publication. 
[shall avoid mentioning the names of living persons of those who have died 
in quite recent years, 

Agg, Aldersey William. | Baretto, Joseph. 
Alexander, James. - Batson, Stanlake. 
_ Amyatt, (Captain) James. Barwell, William. 


3 


Bayley, Henry Vincent. 
Becher John Harman. 
Bellamy, Rev, Gervase- 
Beveridge, Henry. 

Bie, (Colonel) Ole, 
Blocquiere, William Coates. 
Blunt, Sir Charies W. 
Boughton, Gabriel: 
Bourchier, Richard. 
Bristow, Amelia. 

Bristow, Jobn. 

Brohier, Captain John. 
Brooke, William Augustus. 
Brooke, Thomas, 
Broome, Captain Arthur, 
Bryce, Rew. Dr. James. 
Burke, William. 

Burney, Richard. 


Carew, The Most Rev. Patrick Joseph, 


Camac, William. 

Carey, Rev. Wm., The Younger. 
Carstairs, (Captain) Peter. 
Chambers, William. 
Chapman, Charles, 
Chauvet, Jonn Lewis. 
Chevalier, Jean Baptiste, 
Clayton, Thomas William. 
Cockerell, Charles. 
Colebrooke, Sir James Edward. 
Colvin, Alexander. 
Compton, Sir Herbert. 

Cox, Hiram. 

Creighton, Henry. 

Croftes, Charles. 
Culling-Smith, J. 

Dacres, Jotin Milner. 

Dall, Rev. C, HL A 

Davies, Henry Thomas. 
Day, Sir John. 

De Koros, Cosma: 
Ducarel, Georve Gustavius, 
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Dunkin, Sie James. 
Elierker, (Major-General) Edward. 
Elliot, Alexander Kynynmond. 
| Emin, Joseph. 
Endie, The Rev. 
Evans, Right Rev. John: 
Eyre, Sir Charles. 
Feake, ‘Samuel 


| Flayer, Charles, 

| Fortnom, (Colonel) John. 
Frankland, Henry. 

| Frankland, William, 

| Fullaston, William. 
Galiez, Primruse. 
Gardner, Hon, Edward. 

_ Graham, John. 
Greeniaw, Charles Beckett. 
Gyffard, Katherine. 
Gytford, William. 
Hall, Colonel Francis. 
Hare, John. 
Hastings, The Hon. Capt. Edward 

Plantagenet Robinhood. 

Hay ’ Edward. 
Hearsey, Lieut-Col. Andrew Wilson. 
Imhoff, Sir Charles. 
Ironside, (Colonel) Gilbert. 
Jenkins, Major-General Francis. 
Jotnson, Richard. 
Johnsen, Rey,{ William. 
Jones, William (Guru Jones). 
Keir, Archibald. 
Knox, Major Ranfarlie. 
Knight, Robert. 
Lacam, Benjamin. 
Larkins, John Pascal, 
Larkins, William. 
Law, Thomas, 
Ledlie, Robert. 
Lemaistre, (Justice) Stephen Caesar. 
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Lewin, Lieut;-Col. T. H. 
Lushington, Henry. 

McCabe, Robert Blair. 
Macvleane, (Colonel) Laughlin. 
Macpherson, (Colonel) Allan, 
Mace Intosh, William. 
Mackay, Capt. William. 
Madge, Elliot Walter. 
Middleton, Samuel. 

Moffat, James. 

Moore, Peter. 

Motte, Thomas. 
Nesbitt-Thompson George. 
Newman, Charles. 

Obeck, John. 

Ochterlony, James. 
O'Donnell, John. 

Owen, Rev. John. 

Plaisted, Bartholomew, 
Playdell, Charles Stafford. 
Pote, Edward Ephraim. 
Price, Capt. Joseph. 

Rausch, John. 

Renault, Pierie Mathieu. 
Revel, Henry. 

Richardson, (Comodore) William. 
Robson, Charles Knowles. 


Shakespeare, Colin. 


Shakespear, John (Chief at Dacca). 


Showers, Charles Lionel. 

Stackhouse, John. 

Stanhope, Philip Dormer. 

Stephenson, (Governor) Edward. 

Sterndale, Reginald Cranfuird. 

Stibbert, (Brig.-Genl.) Giles. 

Stocqueler, Joachim Hayward. 

Stuart, The Hon. Charles. 

Surman, John. 

Swinton, Archibald. 

Sykes, Sir Francis, 

Thomason, “The Rev. Thomas 
Trucbody. 

Thomson, Mowbray. 

Tiretta, Edward. 

Toone, (Colonel) Sweney. 

Turnbull, George. 

Twining, William. 

Tytler, John. 

Udney, William. 

Upjohn, Aaron, 

Vansittart, George. 

Vansittart Henry. 

Wake, Harewold Crawford. 

Ward, The Rev. James. 

Weltden, Anthony. 

Westland, Sir James. 

Wilford, (Colone!) Francis. 

Williams, Capt. John. 

Williamson, George. 





Biographical information concerning Bengal Civil Servants prior to the 
year 1300 is usually so very difficult to obtain, that | believe it will be useful 
to print in this place @ list of " the Magistrates of the several districts 
appointed Justices of the Peace under Commissions made patent under 
the seal of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William. ——Signed 
Sir. Robert Chambers, Knight, Chief Justice, the 4th February in the 
thirty-fourth year of our reign," #.¢., 1794-— 


Sir John Richardson, Bart. 


Joseph Bernard Smith 
to 


Sa .. Caleutta. 


Sel sae “ 
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Ebenezer Jessup es » Calcutta, 
Charies Fuller Marley - = " 
Thomas Harding ae " 

Levi Ball noe 

Burrish Crisp ore "Of the city of Dacca: 
Edward Eyne Burges... - Murshidabed. 
Henry. Dougias ai my Patna. 

John Lumsden OF the zilla of Burdwan. 
Thomas Brooke a Birbhum. 
Archibald Seton 7" Bihar. 
Edward Colebrooke + Chittagong. 
John Fombelle se Bhagulpur. 
John David Paterson . Dacca: 
William Wilkinson « Dinajpur. 
Cosby Burrows . Jessore. 
John Fendall Midnapore. 
Walter McGuire 4 Mymensingh. 
John Edward Harington, Bait. “Of the city ‘of Murshidabad. 
Richard Rorke = Shell bp Nadia. 

John Champain ave ane s+ ©a4-Pergunnahs, 
Shearman Bird — --- Purneab. 
James Grant Rajshahi. 
William Hunter » Ramghur. 
Matthew Leslie — rr Rungpore, 
John Lewis Chauvet vw» Shahabad, 
Charles Boddam abi é <1 Saran, 

Henry Lodge «» ‘Syithet. 
William Camac = « Tipperah. 
Samuel Middleton =n os i» Backergunge. 
Hon, Charles Andrew Bruce Se »» Cooch Behar. 


In giving jadgment in the Martin case In 1896, Mr. Justice Malkin said : 
“There might, indeed, in that case, be a speculative and principal question 
between the rights of the King of England and of the Mogul sovereign; but 
that is not a question which could ever be entertained by a Court under the 
King’s Charter, or the functionaries acting under a Government created by 
the authority of Parliament." The Chief Justice, Sir E. Ryan, in his 
judgment, made use of some words which any student of the conflict between 


the Supreme Court and the Council in Hastings’ day will admit to be 
remarkable :-— 
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“Feom the period of the grant in 2765 of the Dewanny of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa, including the administration of the public 
revenue and civil justice, with the whole of the powers 
exercised by the Mogul constitution, it may be said that these 
provinces became.the territories of the King of England, on 
the principles laid down by Lord Tenderden in Doe on the 
Claims of Thomas ¥. Acklam, that a relinquishment by a 
Government of the territory isa relinquishment of aathority 
over the inhabitants of that territory. From this period, as 
has been accurately stated by the late Mr. Harrington (src), 
a most distinguished civil servant, and at the time the Chief 
Judge of the Sudder Dewanny, the civil and military power of 
the country with the resources for maintaining it were 
transferred to the. East India Company, and through their 
means: to the British Empire. It is true, that it was not till 
¢772 that the Compony themselves stood forth as Dewan; 
but in that yéar, in consequence of orders from the Court.of 
Directors, the office of Naib Dewan was abolished, and the 
internal government of the provinces was committed to 
British Agency, In 1773 the British Parliament, after long 
and laborious investigation inte the whole’state and condition 
of these provinces, passed an act by which they regulated and 
provided for the whole civil and military government of this 
presidency, and empowered the King to grant a charter for the 
establishment of a court here, having, as to British subjects, 
jurisdiction: throughout these provinces. The King, by the 
Charter granted in the following year, created the Judges of 
this Court, justices and conservators of the peace throughout 
Bengal, Behar and Orissa. ‘The writs issued by the court were 
tobe in the King’s name, and the Sheriff was empowered to 
execute these writs throughout the Provinces. Whatever may 
be said of the time anterior to this as to the empyrean 
sovereignty of the Mogul, brought down, as Sir Walter Scott 
observed in 1800, from the clouds, as it were for purposes of 
policy, and which hardly existed otherwise than as 2 phantom, 
It am of opinion, that fram this period at least, the territorial 
acquisitions of the Company in India, though permitted to 
remain in the possession, and under the Government of the 
Untied Company, were part and parcel of the dominions of 
the King of England.” 

On this basis, the Chief Justice, said :— 
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Olt will be exceedinely difficult to find any satislactory reason for 
saying that alter that period an alien could acquire a 
permanent property in land in the mofussil on the general 
principle stated by Blackstone; that if he could he must 
owe allegiance equally permanent with that property to the 
King of England, which would be: inconsistent with that due 
to his own liege lord. I cannot see any solid grounds upon 
which in this state of things it can be said that the laws of 
dlienage extends to Caloutta and not to the provinces.” 

Having cited the opinion of Sir Fletcher Norton, the Chief Justice 

said: “In all cases of conquest the previous aliens became subjects ‘of 
the Crown, and of course are virtually naturalized by the act and operation of 
law. Upon this view of the subject, it does seem to me clearly established 
that aliens cannot hold fands in the mofussil.” 


WaLTER K. FIRMINGER. 





(Marriages in GBengaf, 1786—1792. 





(St. JOHN'S CHURCH.) 


TH marriage entries for the years 1713—1754. appeared in Vol. IX, for 
17§9—1779 in Vol. IV, and 1780—1785 in Vol Vil. The present 
entries were copied by me. The Garrison and Up-country entries from 3731 
onward were copied and jn part annotated by the late E. W. Madge, but 
after his death the MSS..for sometime could not be recovered. It has, 
however, been secured by Mr. S. C. Sanial, and will appear in a future issue. 
For information concerning the military men in the entries the reader 
should consult Dodwell and Miles’ well-known lists; for the clergy he is 
referred to Hyde's Parochial Annals of Bengal and for medical men to 
Crawford's /Tistory of the Indian Medical Service, The names marked with 
a cross are those of persons who, unable to sign their names, made their mark. 
In the notes the references are as follows -— 
B, N.—Baptisms in Calcutta in present issue as numbered. 
B. O.—The Bengal Obituary, 1348 
B. P. & P—Bengal: Past and Present. 
Buckland—Dictionary of Indian Biography. 
Busteed—Echoes from Old Calcutta, Fourth Edition, 1908, 
Fay—Original Letters from India, Mrs. Elisa Fay, Reprint, 1908. 
F. in B.—History of Freemasonry in Bengal by W.K. Firminger, 1906. 
Grand—Warrative of a Gentleman, (Reprinted by the C,H, Sin 1919), 
Grier—Letters of Warren Hastings to his wife, 1993- 
Hickey—Memoirs of William Hickey, 2 Vols, 
Hyde—Parvchial Annals of Bengal. 
Industry—History of Lodge Industry and Perseverance by W. K 
Firminger. (Not on sale.) 
Seton Karr—Selections from the Calcutta Gasettes, 2 Vols. 1865, 





1, 1786 January 3, Robert Lediie, Esq., (1) Barrister-at-Law and Miss 
Susannah Grand.(3) 
3. Mr. Charles Rice, Inhabitant, and Miss Elizabeth 


Le Clare. 


(n) R, Ledite, of, Grand, pp. 5013. Bengal Pa:t & Preseat, Vol. XIV, p. 2t5. 
(2) S, Grand, of last reference. 
t 


TT 
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3. 1786 January 0. The Hon'ble William Monson (3) and Miss Ann 


Debonaire. (4) 

aaa ~ ty. Mr. Robert Samuel Perrean (5) and Miss Mary 
Cooper. 

. - 28. Mr. Alexander Colvin (6) and Miss Maria Margaret 
Paterson, 

6. , February 4. Mr, John Me. Clary, (7) Merchant, and Miss Jane 
Morgan, 


= 6. Lieutenant Richard Humfray, of the Engineers, and 
Miss Margaret Kiernan. 
6B. » March 4. Mr, Edward Parry and Mrs. Martha Beer,(8) widow. 
oe 4 16, Captain George Awbery, of the Madras Establish- 
ment, and Miss Ann Botham, 
oo. 8, June 3. Mr. Robert Sheriff, Inhabitant, and Miss Exphimea 


Urquhart. 

ns , 18. John Wilkinson, Sergeant, and Mary Wheling, 
widow. 

i 4 July 5. Mr.George Carr, Mariner, and Frances de Rozario, 
Spinster. 

ee = 18. James Kilpatrick, Mariner, and Ann Wattan, 
Spinster. 

4 » August 6, Alexander Macleod, Esq., of Madras and Miss 
Sophia Wrangham.(9) 

15. = " 26, Mr. William Hyndman,(1o) Junior Merchant, and 
‘Miss Zephyretta Guyon. 

tm ne 28. Mr. George Davidson,(11) Assistant Surgeon, and 


Miss. Elizabeth Tidy, 
7 yy av 29. Thomas Morgan, Mariner and Ann Smith, Spinster, 


(i) The Hos, W. Moneon, son of the ted Haron Monson, died December, 1807, Bucklanil, 

(4) A. Debonaire, Perhaps @ danghtor of Jobo Debonnasire and sister of Susana Sophia 
Selina who married (1) at Madras Major Joho Sorith, sod (2) at Calcutta Major Thos. Theophilus 
Mettalfe, See Bengal: Post & Present, Vol. Vil, p. 166 and Vol. XIV, p. 206 

(5) 8.3. Perreau, Bengal; Part 4 Prevent, Vol XIV, pp. ap and 6g, 208 Perrean seems to 
have foneded a firm in Calcutta known as “ Perresu and Palling," 

(6) Alex. Colvin, bors aith April 1796) died in Calcutta to Dec: 1818, Bengals Pas! & Preceny 
Vol. XIV, Pe 7a. 

(7) Bengal : Past & Frere, Consilidated Index. 

(8) Martha Beer, Aragel: Past & Present, Vo! SIV, pp. 26, 2. 

(9) S. Wrangham, perhaps « sinter of the farmoos beauty and amatesr actres—Mra, Bristow, 
Busteed, p. 194, ef ary, and p, 262 

(ro) W. Hyndinan, Assistant to the Hon. R. ey, weve MASS was Collector at Sylhet, 
Syihat Records, pwsim, Industry, p. 50. 

(11) G. Davidson, See Sylhet Districd Records. 


18 1786 September 2. 


19. 
20. 
21, 


22. 


23. 
24. 


a5. 
36, 


a7. 


28, 
a9. 


30. 


32. 


fs) J. M 
(14) S&S Oldham, 


” 
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October 


3. 


22. 


November 23. 


24- 
26. 


December 6. 
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John Smith, Batchelor, and Maria Deborah Finn, 
Spinster. 

Mr, Wiliam Dent, Junior Merchant, and Miss 
Louisa Blunt.(+2) 

Mr. Thomas Dentan, Chief Officer of the Phoenix 
Indiaman, and Miss, Metcy Evans. 

Mr, John Mackenzie, (13) Senior Merchant, and 
Miss Elizabeth Dawson. 

Mr. Samuel Oldham,(14)-undertaker, and Mrs. 
Annie Wells,(15) widow. 

Ensign William Leadeater and Miss Mary Austin. 

George Drake, Esq., (16) of the Bombay Marine, 
and Miss Chariotte Greentree. 

Mr. Thomas Clarke, Merchant, and Ann Slatter, 
Spinster. 
Mr. John Harman Beecher,(7) Factor in the Hon’ble 
Company’s Service, and Miss Harriet Cowper. 
Mr. John Brown Ware, shop-keeper, and Miss. Ann 
Huett. 

Captain Edward Sandford and Miss. Mary Nixon. 

William Myers, (18) White-smith, and Hannah 
Ayres, Spinster. 

John Fergusson, Esquire, and Miss Margaret 
Mitchell. 

Mr. Benjamin Baron and Margaret de Grance of 


Barrypore. 

Mr, John Christopher Meade (19) and Mrs. Ann 
Williams, widow. 

John Edmondson, Esquire, (20) Lieut.-Colonel in the 
Hon'ble Company's Service, and Miss. Sarah 
Ware.(21) 


——$——<—— 





(12) L Blunt, perhaps « danghter of Sir W. Blunt, Bart. Granil, pp. Joz—4- 


ackenxin, Bengal : Past & Prewnt, Vol. XIV, page 316. 
Bengal Past © Peeerat, Consolidated Index. 


(15) A. Oldham. See beluw No. g& 


1:6) G. Denke 


Baried a6th April, 1787. 


(17) }. H. Becher, arrived 8779) died 1800, His daughter Anue, oo tyth October, 1810, married 
‘Thackeray and became the mother of the Novelist. 

(18) W. Myers; Bengal; Past & Presrat, Vol, XIV, p- 179 B. O. 153. 

tig) ]. C. Meade. Industry, pp. 3 8s, Attorney-at-Law, baried 26th December, $792. 

(20) ]. Rdmendson, buried and February, 1789 

(2) S. Ware. ‘See under date 1794, July 1S 
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34- 1787 April so. Mr. John Edward Harrington,(22) (sic) Junior Mer- 
chant, and Miss. Marianne Philpot. 

a ys to. Mr, John Topping, Lieut. of Artillery, and Miss. 
Elizabeth Hunter, 

6. i tg. Mr. Vincentio Corbett of Madras ‘ancl Miss, Sarah 
Cale, 

-) ee iM 19. Mr. George Wroughton, Attorney-at-law, and Miss. 
Diana Denton, 

a. on z 28. Mr. George Unghart Lawtie,(2q) Gentleman, and 
Miss. Sarah Tuting.(24) 

39 Cly May B, Lewis Manly, (25) Inhabitant, and Elizabeth Char- 
ley, (26) spinster. 

qo.) “ 22. Captain Isaac Binns (27) of the Artillery and 
Catherine Atwood, (28) widow. 

<r ‘hj : go. Mr. Bignell Potter, Inhabitant, and Ann Crakley, 
spinster. . 

4a June 18. Mr. Thomas Cashman, Conductor of Ordinance, and 
Margaret Shaw, spinster, 

43 » July ag. Mr. Thomas Calvert, Senior Merchant in the 
Honourable Company's Service, and Miss Anne 
Philpot. 

44. August 9. Mr. Robert Grant,(29) Factor in the Hon'ble Com- 
pany’s Service, and Miss. Elizaheth Farquharson. 

45) on zi tt. Mr. Thomas Gowan, Secretary to the General 
Bank, and Miss, Elizabeth Parry, 

46. i 13. George Rice, Sergeant in the Sepoys, and Mary 
Watson, spinster, a native. | 

AT, ow . 22. William Bowley, Sergeant of Artillery, and Mary 
Gibbons, Spinster, a-native. 

48 ,, September 15. Timothy James Williams,(30) Inhabitant of Calcutta, 


and Miss. Ann Greenley, widow. 





faa) |. E Harington not to be confused with John Horbert Harlington, 

(a3) G. LU. Lawtie, died asth November, (807, aged 55 years. BO, p. 2. 

(a4) Tuting, Mis. Phoche Tatiog had mmrried ER. Jackson on 28th January, 0779, Pay, p. 234. 
(a5) L. Manly, Inhabitent,, See No, 139. 

(26) E. Charley, buried gth August, 1767 

(97) Capt |. Binas, buried seth November, r791, 

(a8) C. Atwood, buried foth December, 178g, Het infant yon buried 6th November, 178g. 

(99) R. Grant, a brother of Chaz Grant See Morrls, Lift af Charles Grant, 

(99) T. J Willams, born ip Brecknonshire, diod rath August, 1824, aged ts, buried at Chander 


Aagore. 


MARRIAGES IN BENGAL, 1786—1792. 45 


ee 


49 #787 October 29 Mr. Charles Wyatt, (31) Lieut. of Engineers, and 
Mrs. Charlotte Drake, widow.(32) 

so. ,, November 4. Captain Hiram Cox, (33) Commander of the Ship 
Clive, and Miss May Fraser. (34) 

Str 5 9. Mr. Thomas Burney, Inhabitant of Calcutta, and 
Jane Ross, Spinster. 





a ux ” to, Captain Patrick William Douglas of the Hon'ble 
Company's Military Service and Miss Jane 
Fortnom. (35) 

6%. ” 16. Mr. Patrick Butler, Inhabitant, and Mary Lloyd, 
Spinster. 

~~  Y - ag. Mr. John Evelyn, (36) Senior Merchant in the Hon. 


Company's Service, and Miss Ann Shee.(37) 
N. B—Theahove Mr. and Mrs, Evelyn were 
previously married at Dacca on the t4th day of 
April last by Mathew Day, Esq., Revenue Chiet 
there, in the presence of Mr. Cosby Burrowes 
and Mr. George Shee, it having been long 
customary in India for laymen to act as clergymen 
in solemnizing marriages when none of the 
latter resided near the parties to be married. 


ta ri 28. Captain John Howe of the Hon'ble Company's 
Military Service and Jane Harris, widow. 

6: pA 38. Mr. James Wintle, Factor in the Hon'ble Company's 
Service, and Miss Elizabeth Hammond.(38) 

5S?) ow PF ro. Captain Thomas William Clayton (39) and Miss. 


in) C. Wyatt. Bengal , Past & Prevent, Vol. XIV, p, 211. 
(a2) C. Drake See sbove No. 24- 


H. Cox, the founder of the Magh Settlement which bears tha name of Cox's Basar 
see eel tra the Editor's Note-book " in the present iwsue 


M. F of Alexander Praser of Fairfield (nverness, and great-grand- 
Pe li the eighth Lovat, Her eldest sister, Elixa Dele Fraser, married Col. Allen Mac- 


pherzon, but | have unable to trace the place (probably Sarhampur in Bengal) of her marriage. 
(35) }. Fortnom, Perhaps a daughter of Col. John Fortnom, the Civil Architect. 
(35) J. Evelya, ove of the earliest members of the Board of Revenne 
(47) A. Shee. Sister of Sir George Shee. 


Hammond, This be an anglicleed form of the Armauian name Emin; Bengal) 
Pa vgs Val. IV, p. ned Note 8s. 


(39) "TW, Clayton is to be identified with the Clayton of the following Inscription at Barract~ 
pore — 


{2 
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Emma Maria Jenkins, (_8.—Captain Clayton's 
martiage in November 1787 was not known 
to me in time to be registered in its proper 
place.] 

58. 1787 December 1. Mr. Jotm Joys of Calcutta, (40) merchant, and 
Sarah Simpson, (41) Spinster. 

5h lp ‘i 16. John Baptist, bachelor, and Ketty de Rorario, 
spinster, Both Portuguese natives. 

fo. ii »  & Thomas Bouden, Inhabitant, coachman to Mr. 
Burke, Paymaster to the King’s Troops in 
India, and Elizabeth Cordoza, a Portuguese 


native. 
Gh “24 # 29. Mr, Thomas Joseph Brown, Inhahitant, and Miss 
Mary Shipton. 
62. , = 30. Mr. Henry Tolfrey, Attorney-at-Law, and Miss 


Eliza Mercer. 

All the above marriages are attested by T, Blanshard, Chaplain, who 
signs his name at the end of the monthly entries. After them appears the 
following entry :— 

62a. This to certify that Charles Gatley, Lieutenant in the 13th Regiment 
of Native Infantry, India, and Catherine Young, Spinster, were 
married at Azim Ghur in the province of Oude, by permission 
of His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor-General, the 
13th day of August, £789. 

The marriage was solemnized between us, 

CHARLES GATLEY, (Signed) G, YATES, 
CATHERINE YOUNG. Adjt. Quarter M., 13th Regt, 
! do certify that the ceremoney of marriage here mentioned was performed 
in my presence, and there being no Clergyman at Azim Ghur 
that duty was executed by the Public Staff officer at this 
Station. 





(qo) Jokn Joys See Braga! ¢ Peal & Preeni, Vol. XIV, p 212 Ledustry, p. 14, 
(4!) Sarah Simens, Died oth January i7p}, aged 39 years BO, p. 7 
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Alter this the entries in the Register take a new form, and include the 
names of two witnesses, who usually (but not always) sign their names. In 
order to economise space, the marriages from January 1738 will be given, not 
in the form in which they actually appear in the Register, but arranged in 


columns :— 


No.| Date Names of Parties. Description. Whinesses. Celebrant. 
+783. | 
Wr. or eoperece: A. Nu, T ved William oh 
63 | Jan, 22 | Wen. Johnson (43) elley | Johnson, 
Robt. Chambers{44) 
Anns Maria Theresea... Perevir. Char. Sealey.(4s) 
Tolley (40 + cor etord Wm Burke. 4® 
44 | Feb. 9 Wn. Stone (47) .. | Merchant us | George Yeats... | Thos, Blanst-erd, 
Preaidrmey ef 
Fort 
Bengal 
oo | Wid «| Robt M. 
Mary Bagshaw ow sad Bagshaw 
G5} tg | John Watson ov» | Bachelor wv | Johm Grief {48) 44. Ditto. 
Martina de Corea... | Spinster .. | Simon de Corea- 
» 16|H ... | Liewt. of Artillery, | Robt, Chambers ... Ditte. 
aw enry Douglas ! ery 
Elizabeth Lee a» |Spinster +e name Cham- 
Nesbit _, | Clert in the Post Heal ~~ | Willier: 
7)» 4 Ramsay oo Jane Healy Pere 
of the Presiden- 
o- 


(42) W, Johnson, Clerk of the Crown, Hickey, Vol: 31, p. 127 
(43) A.M. T, Tolley, the widow of Major Tolley whose name is conmected with Tollygunje 
and the Nala Bengal: Past & Prevent, VolAV, p. 494- 


room of St, John's Church. Bengal : Past & Present, Vol. 1V, p. 49%, Vol. V1, p. 2at. 

(46) W. Burke, cousin (not as formerly stated, brother} of Edmund Burke. Paymaster of 
HM, Forces in India. 

(a7) W- Stone Bengal: Past & Present, Wol. XIV, p- 69. 

(45) J, Griet. See below 1789, April ayrd. An old Charity School boy. Losder of the chor 
of St. foha's Church In 1760. Assistant Master at the School Died «rth May, 1808. See below 


No, 108, 
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Feb. a0 | James Ioplish Kelgh= | 00 isu ve | piste 
Sarah Christiana un mrt Joho Peach =... | Thos, Blarshard. 
Peach Spinater a )TSALyand | 

Match 2 | Joho Hazard we | Inkabitant re rie Ditts 


Amelia Fraser .» | Spinster, 


~ &0| Thomas Barser —.. | Merchast | Thomas Clark...) Ditto 
Ann Davidson oe | Spinster .. | Hans Oldham, 
a (9 | George Goodwin .,, | Mariner «+ | Ephaim Clarke ... Ditto 
Elisabeth Blalr —... | Spinater wi | William = Henry | 
Hunt. 


2\ April | Robert Kelsall — .... | Inhableant vw | Jo Himaeke, 


Maria Rogers 1 | Spinster wes |). H. Johnatun.. 
3 | Thos. Henry Davies(3o} Advocate-General, |C.L, Davies  .., | John Owen. 
7 Bachelor, ; tert Chaplele, 
Ano Baillie iw | Spinster a» | Julia Baillie. 
Hough Balllie, (51) 


« % | Gerald La Foutaine ...| Inhabitant .. | Michsel Derezio(ga) T. Blanshard. 
Dorothy Derozio =... | Spinstor «=. | Robt Holller. 


» 9 | Beery Masehmann ... | fohabitant | Michael Derozls, 
Rosina Deroria | Sptnater - | Robt, Hollicr(sgie)  Bltta 





(49) J, 1. Keighley, Senior Merchant iu 4777 when he married Mis Mary Higgins om e7th May 
Bengal. Past & Present, Val 1¥,p $03. "The latter wai buried en rath November t787, Board 
of Trade 1783: Chief at Comimbharar, 1784. 

(so) T. H. Davies, Semguly Part & Present, Val. VU, p.218 Buried 2394 January, i792. 

(st) Hugh Baillie Bengal» Post & Present, Vol. V, p. 144, 

(sa) M. Derorio, Binpal : Past & Preent, Vol. TV, p49. 

(so) BR. Hollier smcceeded J. B. 1. Evesaqoe as Clerk of St. John's and Schoolmaster of he 
Charity School in 1783, when-he arrived from England. Died 28th September, r7o7. | 
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(sa) J, Baretta, Bengul » Past & Present, index, Hickey, Volt, p, 

(ss) Mrs. Bontifield, Bengal; Past & Prenat, Vol. XIV, p. 65- 

(50) John Kinloch Assistant Provincial Council of Revenna, Collector of Burdwan, 1775. 
Died 2nd September, 1788: 

(57) Wi Smoult, an attorsey, Part-owner of o barar ot tha cornet of Dhurrumtollah and 
Chowringhi who came pat on the «sma ship as the Jurdyer in 0774. Sealer and Clerk to 
Mr. Justice Chanibers. 

ts) A. Upohn. Bengal: Past & Prevent, Vol, XIV, p. 224, 
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Oct. g | John Champain (59)... a isn 
Margery Mackintosh... | Spinster 





Julia Baillie 


» 82 | Edward Stretlell  ... RatditterebLae . | Thes. Blanghard. 


Elisabeth Child  .., | Spinster 





P. Hay (60) 









]. 1, Keighly 










Nov, 6) William Mercer (61) | Lieut HeBs LC. 


Spinster wa) f- Champion iss Ditto, 
A. Champion, 
» #3 | Thomas Kincey (62). 
go | Dec, 6) Edward Gardoer(64).., Ditto, 


| Anne Reid 


#7 | Jahn Shipton 


hak il ak 


(s9) John Charmmpain, Magistrate at Dacca, t790. 

(60) P. Hay. Bengal: Past & Present, Vol, VIT, p. 166. 

(62) W. Mercer. Hodson, p. ag6- 

(6a) 'T. Kincey, Hyde, p. 236. 

(63) E. Gardner. Todustry, p. 61 ef svg.. 

(64) C.CockersIl Sraygal: Past & Preent, Vol. XIV, p. 208. 

(6s) M. Cockeretl, daughter of Sir Wm, Blunt, Bart. Buried 6th October, 178g. 
(65) S. Peacock See Note 103. 

(67) Elise Hay, ade Wagstaite. 


- 
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George Dickinson... ae 


Elizabeth Horton ... | Spinster » | M, Perreau. 


.. |S, Seeberg . | Joha Owen. 


. | Rott. Hollier, 


6 oy a5 Joba Allison “oe Musician 
Hannah Mena ae | Widow 


97 | Feb. «4 Charles Cockerell \~ | Senior Merchant... M. Smith « | Thos, Blanshard. 


Maria Tryphena Dlant | Spinster 







$¢ «a 47 | Richard Haigh(69) .. | Coachmaker Ditto. 
Anna Oldham(7o) ... | Widow 
9 | Feb. 22 | Richard Comyns | Factor, H. 8. 1. C. Ditto. 
Birehi7n 
Frances Jane Rider(73) Spinster 
toe | March 3 | Samuel Farmer... Major, H. 2 1,C, 
Ditto. 


Susanna Robeoianna | Spinster vd 
Brown. 


(68) Heary Trail. See ander date 4 March, 1790. 

(6g) R. Haigh, Industry, p. 67. 

(70) Anna Oldham, See aumber 22. 

(71) R. C. Birch. Bengul ¢ Past & Present, Vol. XIV, 9. B. 

(pa) F. J. Rider, probably « daughter of Jacob Rider of the Civil Service, Sengal, Pat & 
Present, Vol, {V, p. 497) Vol. V, p. 146 and Vol. XIV, p- 63- 
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| 





Genes Frederick |! 
herey.(7¢) | 
Marthe Maris Paul ... 










wes | Jo Fllictnidingy, .. | Theat Blingherd 
T. Dashwood,(75) 






ral] 

Ditto. 
ro) ) Ditts. 
mg | April 16 | George Hilaro Bar. 

= tow.(76) 

Elizabeth Smith = 

io5.|  , 22 | Nicholas Chale 
| as 
Mary Builer(75) bee 

WF] 4 a3] John Griett79) 
Sophia Catharina Ditto. 
Friend, 

boy May t | Willem Williams or Ditto. 


Hannah Grant... | Spinster ws | Edwd. Gardner, 
(73) J. Fleming, a Surgeon, Crawford, Voi. [, po: a, a61; Val. It, op: T4l wp 
Carey, Volt, p. 179. * 
(74) G, F. Cherry. Murdered 9 Henares tgth Jan. w7g9. Grand, p. 1a: 
(73) T, Oashwood, Perhaps Thomas Dasirwood, Agen for the supply of Stationery. 
. (78) G, Ht, Barlow, joined the Chil. Service. in 1778 Appointed GovernomGenersl, 1805, 
7) Emily Bristow, perhaps Amelie Brivttow, Busteed, p. 211 9f sey, 
(78) Mra. Bother See shore wiler date, 1h Novembies, 077, 
(79) J. Griel. See abowe ote No. gf | 
(Bo) F. Pippard, See below No 147. 
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No] Dam | Namest Paice | Deeiion Wrhnesset 


1789. 
io8 | May 37 | David Parker 


tog | July 
tic} on 
ut] ow 
13] » 
11a | Aug: 
m5 " 
116 “ 


ve. 


Annetta Spoanadet ... 


7 | Edward Griffith 
Anca Maria Munroe .., 


8 | Ezekiel Beck(Sr) 
Sarennah Losht 


Arthur Mair sou 
Jean Bannerman 


17 | George Gowan ot 


Mary Parry 


2 


43 | Robert Holt 





owe 


(Bt) B. Beck. Bengal ¢ Past & Prewant, Vol. XV, Pp 1- 
(Ba) }. H. Haringten. Buckland. 
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Celabrant. 
T. Bilict.t 
Thos. Lapsost ... Ditto. 
}. Harey Haat. 
Robt, Holliar. 


Robert Duncan os ], Owen. 
Celia Duncan. 


, |}. N. Dempster ... Thos. Blanshard. 


G. U, Lawtie. 
stavereee Ditto. 
Richard Morris. 
Thos, Gowan. 
aterreee Ditto. 
Joho Swift 
Robt, Holller. 
M. Cam . | Paul Limrick, Caap- 
= iaie of the St~ 
tion at Chunar. 
John Murray. 
G U, Lawtie. 


Died at Dacca 30th March, 1791. 





Ko, | Date. | Name of Parties. 
1789. 


Margaret Danaldéon.. 


17 | Ang. 17 hata Nevil Ca:mes- 


Charlotte Gordon... 


118 | Sept. g | John Neave 
Catherine Smith 


4 | Bartholomew Hart- 


im|¢ 
ae ieyi8). 
Blizabeth Lauey Po 
tao] |g | John Marshall ose 
Elizabeth Taylor = |; 
‘21 | |, 26 | Joho Rawlins a 
| 
| Frances Powney(¥s) =... | 5 
| 
Lae - 3% Joka Haldane! Bh) ov 
| Anna Holmes ve 
| 
123. | Nov. 17 Joho Williams 
| 
| Jorne Dale 
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Splnster | Chas. Barber. 
L. Peacock. 
‘Major of Engineers, pei 
iE ? 
Spinster Jabez Mackensie.,, | Paul Limrick. 
jor Merchant, Bristow, 
We be 
Spinster wt | J, Campbell wen | Thos, Blanzhard. 


Surge, H, E, !.C. 





De Savillebages...| John Owen. 


Spinster oe | ———= Deolafous, 

Of Daces, merchent| Thos. Smith  :.. Ditto, 
Widow » |]. BH. Wingrore. 

H, EL Co.'s Civil | 8. Grindall (84) ... Ditto. 
Spinster - | Catherine M. Po 

ney. 

HEL Cols Civil | R, Haldane | Chas Seacombe, 
| Service, Mica, 
Spinster o | J. White. 

Ca Hi E, i, Co.'s | A. W. FH ohn Owen. 
Sik ria 


(93) B. Hastley, Bengal » Past & Present, C, Index, 
(84) B. Grindall, Seagal; Past & Preeent, Vol, Vil, p, 171; Vol. XIV, p. 220. 
(8s) F. Powney, For references to members af the Powney family, we Bengal. Past & 


Pretent, Vol, [X, pp..7t ef seq. 


(86) |. Haldane, Aeupol : Past & Peewnt, Vol. XIV, p. Ss. 

(87) A.W. Hearsey. LiCol. A. W. Hearsey, died oth Joly, 1798, buried at Allahabad 
The Inther of Li~Genl, Sir John Bennet Hearsey. Pearse: The Hearseys. 

(88) C. M, Hearsay ase Charlotte Crane, inarried ut Walton-on-the Themes In 1787, 
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tea | Nov. 23 | Turner MacanfSg) .. | HB. L Cole Ser-| Chas. Chapman(po) John Owen: 


vice, 
Frances Louisa Anne | Spinster vss | John Cockrans, 
Pratt. j 
RC Siok 
W. Camacigt) «. Ditto. 
cag | Dec. » | Charles Law we | H. EB. ft, Co's Sete | Joseph Price, Juni- 
view. or(gg). 
Anna Maria Stuartig2) | Widow | Richard Barney{p4) 
6) , 26| George Bartamy .. | Mariner | David Plint: Ditto 


Joanna do Pereira? ... | Single woman ... | Thomas Wilson, 


i277) w» 16 | James Browne we | Diewenan!Colone! | A. Ellerker(gs) Ditto 
| HELC 
Cutherine Charlotte | Spinster ves | Ee Blterker, 
—_ Eliza Ellerker. 
128] ,, gt | Nathaniel Penry Rees aaee Eliza Simpson. Ditto. 
Margaret Gregory ... | Spinster .. | Anne Simpen. 
Eliza Elletker. 
Joo. Rider. 
Joaeph Price. Ju 
1790. | 
cog | Jan: =| John Farrar va | Pilot wa | William Myers .. | Thos. Blanshird. 
Sarth Pinhorn ss | Spinster wi | Jobm Coringley. 


(85) ‘Turmer Macan, F-in B, pp. 69, 72. 

igo) C.Chapman. Bengel Poot & Pretend, Vol. VU, p. 169; Vel. XIV, p aia. Grier. 
Pp. S33 = 435- 

(91) W, Camac Bengal + Past & Preent, Vol. XTV, p. 208, ; 

(ga) A.M, Stewart died grat May, 1792, aged 26. Her Infant son died soth Apzeil [ollowing, 
B. O, p. 78. 

toa) J. Price, Junior, nephew of the well known Ses-Captain and pamphlotesr, Capt. Joseph 
Price. 

(oa) R. Berney, brother of Madame TYArblay, Smupel » Poo! &f Prearnt, Vol, OX. 

(9s) A, Ellerker, Bengals Puxt & Preest, Vol. Vil, p. 067, See under "Garrison and 
Upeountry " for marziage of Eliza Ellerker, at Maghye, 16th Jane 179t- Gon. E. Ellerker died at 
Bhagalpur isth November, rBoo, aged 63. Seagal: Past it Perarnt, Val. VIII, p. ato. 
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ee 
wo.| Dus: | Name of Parties. Description. ~ Witnesses. | (Celebrant. 





| 


| yy : 
igo Jen. «7 | William Farquharson | H. EB. 1. Co's Ser) Eliza Hay. 
(959) vice. 


Any Elica Nesham ... | Splnstee wo: | Joba Carmac(g6)... | John Owen, 
E. Elinor Dyer. 
inne Eowies Debo Ditto. 


11 | . | Jumes Satheriand(98) 


. John Grief. 
| | Anna Potter ew | Widow | Elizabeth Pickman | 
aaa | vw 24/| Joseph Weldon ~ | Mariner vy | Joha Bowers =... | Thos, Blanahand- 


Susannah Bowers} ... | Spinster wee | P. Moffat. 





33 | Feb. 7 Garret Dillon dda Mariner eit | Pat. Andcews ine Ditto. 
| | Jenny Joboson acs’ | Spinster .- | Ephraim Clarke.4 
t | 

4 | = 9 | Danie! Bridges «ww | Mariner «+ | Fat Andrews ss Ditta, 
Silvis De Rosariot ... | Spinster «> | Ephraim Clautke,} 

f35 | WW 42 Thomas Wilson r+. Mariner iba Thos Carr zal Jona Owen. 
| Mary Gilbrith =... | Spinster was | Jas. Broden. 
| 

a] | os 14 | Thomas Mackenri# ... | Blackemnith ++ | Francis Pires... Ditto. 
| Mary de Rosarist ... | Widow «| Andio Argoly. 

137 |  »  47-| Jolm Maubeaytgp) we | «arrestee Robt, Graham .,, | ‘Thos, Blanchard. 

W. Simpson. 
ie] 0 |, Hancock Hut- | — Ditta. 
#| + =| ee 





toga} W. Farquharson, Bengal) Past & Prearat, Vol, V, pp. 6—7. 
(96) Camac, This ls probably thea wall known Brig-Goneral Buckland. 
(o7) E. Grant. See above No. 44. 

(gS) James Sutherland, did 2th Decuther, 1796, aged 3p. BO, p, ag. 
(99) J, Mockeay, F in B., pp. 58 69 
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Elizabeth McTagart.... 


Charles Rusealt Crom. 
merlin(100) 


aa9 | March 1 






































Anns Simpson eer | 
m1] » §\| Jones Whratteyp |) Ditto. 
Anna da Rorario 
14 ~ 20] William Terranean Ditto, 
(p01) 
Elizabeth Mitchel] ... 
: | Aiex, Colvin. 
143) April 6 | fokn Neish aes | aus | Robt. Hoflicr. 
Rosart we J. Duncan wa | Jobn Owen. 
W, Eliam Lang. 
144) » 6&| Thomas Smith lil © Yael Michael Derozio... | John Owen. 
Dorothy la Fontcale ... William Dolby. 
45) ow» 4 | Rdward McEnnis.. + | John Holland Ditta, 
Anna Pereira{roa}t ter Spinster =u Joho Winter. 
ta |». at | Thomas De Cros} ... | A native Protest-| T, Craven Thos Blanahard. 
ant, 
Elizabeth? ve | A native Hindoo,) Modanmobon Paul 
but lately bapti- 
147 Mariner io | John Corey i | Joka Owen, 


[you C.R. Crommelin, Bengal: Past & Present, Vol. XIV, pp. #29—7. 
(for) W. Terranean, Avngal) Pag Prevent, 355. Val, XPV, p 195- 
(ta) Anna Porerira. See No. 243. 
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o | Francis Pierrard | uslor Merchant,| Robt. Lediie .. | John Gwen. 
sel PA JRELC 
Gahina...,....— Peacock | Splnster 5, Ledidlie. 
(103) | 
199] » #23 | John Coles .. | Inhabliant «| Joseph Taroer ... | John Blandshard 
13t| » 29 | John Fergussonf ... | Mariner oy | & Harding | John Owes. 





| Aksofia Jamest = oe | Widow _ | Chas. McCarthy. 


252 | June 3 | Johns Fendali(rog) -.. tec Bocq Eliza Serena Hoy | Thos, Blenshard, 


Farquharson ,., Sp | Aan Eliza F 
Mary Farg pinaster ) arqD- 
W. Farquharson, 
Jane Louis De- 
bonaire. 
R, Haldane. 
| R. Goodlad. 
153 » 30) John. Aaow ate , shebitast = eesiaae Ditto. 
Ane Rowland —..,. Spinater vv | James Gardiner.+ 
Ri. Hollier, 
isq | July 10 | Joka Lowis ae | Inhabitant =, | Willm. Legh 5] 9 Dita. 
Mary Skardon ow | Widirw | Richa Phainey, 
| 
135 | » %8 | Griffith Jones - anunbiehh ‘Will, Williams ... | fohn Owen, 


Mary Brightman... | Spinater -» | W. B. Greemeay, 





(103) S. Pescock, A most iuteresting accoant of this young lady im Grier, p, 3¢2, 
(104) J. Fendall, Collector at Murshidabad. 


MARRIAGES IN BENGAL, 1786—1702. 59 





156-| July 20 | Richard Campbell Ba- hit Alex. Colvin... | John Owen. 
pett(105) 
Margaret Ann Hamp- | Spinater .. | Samuel Hamptoo 
tor. (105) 
Rickd Morris 
Robt. Graham: 


157| 4 24| Samuel Pullen ©. | Tohabitant =, | McArthur... | Thos: Blamshard 
tian.t 

os8 | Oct Francis Browe 

. : i well (xtc). 


Mary Campbellt ... | Spinster va | John Rae, 








. | PiloeServine .,, | Archibald Camp. | John Owes. 


aomraie Ditto, 


19) « 7 | Lewis Manley (107). ... | siadocad 
: Ano Da Broyn w+ | Spinster .i | Michael Dorozia. 
Mathew Mondes, 
160) 4 to | Robert Listerl . | Marines vu | JOseph Simpson ..., Ditto. 
Elizabeth Dixon? .. | Spinater wo | Ext, Harding. 
163}. to | William Watson _. | Mariner ve | Jolin jones =. | Ditto: 
Tranche da Rosariot... | Spinster .« | William Basan, 
ita Isaac Binns (108) tain, HJEJC,| James. Froshard | Thos Cla 
Fok é saan Vey. disk Mites 
Hennintta Priscilla mater ve | Cale, John Gar 
ace sion Spi J 


163} « 23 | Alex Davidson{y10)..,, = | “sh John Or 
Anna Bilan Mary Isp. | Spinster CY Re a 
Jas. Collie. 


and Caicutts, 
tres) SS. Hampton, Col, 5, Hampton, one of the most ettensive owners of houses in Calcutta 


(108) 1. Binns. iin owes a. 40... 
109) James Frushard, See Hunter: danals of Neral Bengal, p. 357 of org. 
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John Campbell 
Catherine Mackintosh | Spinster 






























165 | Nov, 6 | Joseph Locke uo | Mariner Dita, 
Hansah de Reco}... | Splaster » | G. Witthire. 
ab? oe George ‘Wiltshire Mariner - | J. Motte Ditto. 
Sarah Locket + | Splester . | Theopk Rendall. 
ia ) i 5 Edward Broce b ine a 
oo | Will, Williams. | Ditto, 
Will. Thanraa, 
16g mv PF | John Olrie Collins Per Captain, HE Lc, 
Chariotte Wrangham Ditts 
170 
Ditta. 
ryt | 
Ditta 





(itt) J, Bristow, See B. P. & P. Indes. Husteod, p, 211 ef arg, 
(11a) W. K. Amherst. Collector of Rangpur, died at Rangper, oh Apcil 1792, 6. O., p. 373. 
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Dee. a William Kerville Am- 
herst. (112) 


| (Cescline Powaey 





Jno. Rawlins. 
A. Caldecottia 13) 
Charlotte Grindall 
ie | J. Bi Levesque i. Ditto 
P, Hollier. 
174 ” Won. Jomes s Ditta. 
[. J. Wallenti, 
t74'| om: “3 J. Moitat -~ | Thos Blanshard 
Wm. Gray, 
tpn. 
176 | Jam 45. Benj. Blake <i] John Oven 
Jobs Cooke. 
177 | » .9 , | Joseph Price, (ir) Ditto. 
_| Wm. Mangeon. 
s | F Robt, Udner (115) | David Brown, 
178 | Feb. at 9 Brown, 
Garrimn of Fert 
: Williares, - 
« | Jane Robinson, 
179 | Mareli 7 _ | Fee Gladwin... | Tho. Blanshard, 


vy | We Gillenpli. 





(11g) A, Caldeeott, Accomptant to the Board ol Revenue 

{e4) J.-L. Jacobi, died sat October, 1805. B, 0. p. 194. 

(eg) R, Udoey, Of the Board of Trade. Mr. and Mrs: Udney, in crossing the mver, were 
drowned, gr Jarruary, 1704, he aged 31, she 26, 

(015) A. E. Obeck, probably o daughter ot the Missionary, John Obeck, whe after an eesoci=- 
tion with great Swarts, came to Calcutta, and resided there for 2g years, dying om 19th September. 
1803, Setoo-Karr, Vol. I], pp. 33g. 

(27) F. Purchase, BO, p. 74. 
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eo | March 25 | Robert Holt = tena Ler stale L.M.Toylor =. | John Owen, 
Henrietta Nesham .,. | Splinster aa | F. Pievard. 
oe 
vt | May + | Joho Aller | tnhabitant | Jolin Halland, | Thon Blanshard- 
Ann Erea Ferara} .. | Spinster .. | R. Hollies, 


18a) 4) §'| William Harvey ... | Musician, Bachelor | John Fitgeraid ..) Ditto 


Sarah Gankleman ... | Widow ve | Rob, Wiltont 
183 «it | James Stark (1182)... uAdasas A. Holland =... | Job Owen, 
Charlotte Augusta «| Wow Jackson (119) 
‘Ritso. 


oB4  jJume 7 | Thomas Andrews ... | Marinerin the Pl | Archibald Camp itt, 
] ot Barvics. bell. 


Elizabeth Hervey addi Spinster ve | RO Holler, 






85) «tO | William Smith =... | Inhabitent = us | John Forrest... | ‘Thos. Blanshard, 


| Martha Noble? | Spinster «| William Collier, 
186 |» 89 | Henry Grace . | Captain, AH, E.t.C. Ll. Greene ia | John Owen. 
| Ann Helena Daniel .,. | Spinater ws | Robt Greene, 
| 
a67 July 86 | fotn Wood (tao) | isvdeniie caokaet is Ditto. 
| | 
oh Bentley, 
Eliaabeth Jaffray (iar) | Spinster aaa iets 
Rob. Duncan. 


Lal George Reece? see | Bongal Pilot =. | Hume Jackson .., | Thos. Blanshard. 


Aon Martint vt game oe | Thomat Andrews, 


(108) D. Vander Heyden. Commissary of Mesters, 1777. 
(1184) James Stark, Bengal = Past &¢ Present, Vol XIV, p. Gy. 

41tg) Won. Jackson, Registrar of the Sopeemne Court. 

(rao) J, Wood, died 7th Augasi, 1819, aged ss. B. 0, po ara. 

(rar) &, Jaffray, died tgth May, 1793, aged 42. B.O., p. ane. 
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ii | July Captain, HE. 1.C.| Donald D. Camp | Thos, Blanshard. 


Widow _. | Thema Boileau: 
| ¥V. 8. Varws. 


190 § | James Pearson -+ | Captaia, H.E.1.C. | Eliza Hay - | John Owen. 
Sarah Edmonson(123} | % os | Chas Barber. 
Tho. Burke 


190 g. 4 | Michael George Prone | cessor 
dergest. 


Catherine Frances oe | Fo Chan vee | hoa. Blanshard, 
Sah 


192 | William Dean 
AnnaStrachan le. om Bo oe Ditto. 


193 James Mackay ~_ — — D, Brown. 
Jane Robinsan 
Duncan Mackay. 
5. Boom. 


194 | Sept. to | Hogh Rosefra3) —.,. | Lieut, H. E.1.C.) John Mackenzie. | 
| Anna Topham = | Spinster | Chan Chapinan ... | John Owen. 

E. Mackenzie. 
M. L. Chapman. 

195 | Oct, Thomas Thornton ... | Inbabitant Stans Thos. Blanthard- 

ra Frances Skar- | Spinster | John Lows: 
Ot, 

John Hancock 
Hutchinaan, 





(122) 5S. Edmosson. See above, No. 35- 

(123) H. Rose. For Hugh Rose of the Civil Service, of Kilravock In Scotland, who died at 
Micrapur ox agth January, 1ftz, ee 8. O., p.ap3- A Genealogical direction of the family of Rose 
af Kilrawock was lsqed by the Spalding Club, in 1848, 
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No.) Date Name of Parties. Description. | Witnesses, | Celebrant. 
ryor | 
196 | Oct, 16 | Patrick Hanlay, | Inbabitant ow | fa. Lilly re | fakin Chist. Dre 
" - ‘Wher, ¥. Bek. 
Susanak Allison =... | Widow oe | Nancy Lilly,t 
ig7 he 1 | Daniel Gardener fie | anne eae eve 












Mary Stockdala =... [-Seeater we | John Con 


Thos. Stockdale ,., | Fobn Owen. 
Darid Gardener 
ti} 06] Banjara Leontrd | Mariner oe | James Sutherland. | Thos. Blanchard. 


Ann Hall ..« | Spinater «| Aon Sotteriand. 





199 |» a7 | Joho Reid ve | Merchant —.., | Jobin Hyde (14)... | John Owen. 
Annelet wa | Spinater =. | 'T. Holland. 
00 | Nov. | Thomas Benbow tN goa ve | fines Kitch .,. | Thos. Blanshard. 
Maria de Rozariot ....| Spimster + | [umes Weyas. 
Charles Maclesn =... | Surgeon oof the | Frances Chambers. Diita, 
he 2 Northumberland 7 
Indiaman, 
Margaret Robertion ... | Splnater «wv | Geo. Wiltoa, 
aon , to | Gregory Hickman ... | Eusign, HH. ELC. | W. Vanas “4 Ditta. 
Gertruds Henrietta) Spinster i | Hoiloran, 
Vara. 
Jes. Gascoyne. 
Ea | ie is. | David Stuart inn inhabitant eee 
| Johanna Smith » | Splinter wos | Alex, Sonnell ...) ‘Ditto. 
soy Dee. | Johe Hangerford ine aaaeee ohbaes een 
Mary Acne Pyoe ... | Spinster i Janes Dunkin a Ditto, 








(24) John Hye There wat 4 merchant of thls came as eral! as the qalllincwn Judge in 
Caleutta 
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wv | John Reid vay | Stegeon, H,B:1C) Thos. Boileau «| Ditto Ft te 
sated that these 
rts a 
ed o 
rk poets as 
Aon Boileau aw | Spiestec vo» | Wm. Couran. 
» | Jobe Palmer (a7)... wresnones Honrigtta Holt... | Thos. Blanshard. 
Mary Sarah Hampton | Spineter wy | Robert Holt, | 
a %0 asset Ken- sebeiesti nde own bd 
Mary Wilkins sy | Splnater ws | Thea Lee ax. | [ohn Owen, 
Johns Ballewe. 
Ches, Ladd, 
« 3 Phillip Rock oe | Mariner. 
Sarah Parson + | Spinaber wi | James Sutherland, | Thos, Blanshard, 
G. 5. Hillron, 
1792. 
aio | Jan,» | Andrew Moffatt (2299 | Taylor, Bachelor... | Luding Jacobi Ditto. 


Mary Johnson (130) -. | Spluiter i | Wiliam Roberts, 


(rag). fc Le Chauvet. “Senl in charge of a Mission to Kuch Bebar 1788, Baried! In one of the 
closed and walled-in cemeteries at Arrah. Died ssth August, 179m aged. 54. ; 

(108) Thos. Bolless, 2 lawyer 2. Poe P. BO, p90. Churchwardem of $1. Joba, r7g7- 

(ux7) J, Palmer. Buckland. J. B. Levesque Church clerk im 1786, and Mavter of tha Charity 
School. Dind 7th September, 1795- 

(1B) The firm of Lee and Kenedy, did business in a hows which stood on the ete of the 
Home Offre Bultdings In Government Place West. 

(#29) A Moffatt, dled Bth January, 1817, aged ss. 8. Ou p, 198. 

(tz0) M. Jolson, According ta the B, Qe (p: 198) she must hare been under the age of 14 
iehsn phe macried, Gor she dind 12th September, a0, aged at years and 6 months, 


7 
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No. Description. Witnesses, Celebrant. 
1793. 
211 Jun. | Heary Creighton Amn ates wareewhle Thor, Blanshard. 
Frances Stupart . | Spinater |]. Bo Smith. 
| . D. T. Brown, 
aia! » 6 | Thomas Surin ow | Monthly writer .. | P, Baptiste Ditto, 
Bilzeseth Prickinain | Widow . | Pascal Surint 
(tg) 
325) w 3! | Archibald Thomson ... | Printer vew | J Cooper cad | Ditta, 
Sarah Sanne! oi | Spinster 1. | Alex. Sannell, 
| D. Thompson, 
atg| « 22 | George Frederick Smith) Mariner vw. | Jao. Bartier Ditts. 
| Mary de Rozariot ... | Spinstes . | John Prosser. 
215 | « 84 | [ames Taylor (ita) .. speanenea 
Elizabeth Emma Long | Spinster _ | Sarah Aceling ... | Johm Owen, 
(133). 
?, Hearty. 
a16| 27 | Joseph Stransaenberg...) Inhabitant , | AH. Cantopher ,,, Ditto, 
Elizabeth Clario saitass | Chas, Mackenzie, 
317| « 25| Aaran Crossley Wm. Dankia Ditto, 
Seymour. 
Mana Hogarth poe | Sploster mi | W.—Tacker, 
ai8| Feb, 6 | John Frazer ws | Mariner a sriboisns Thos, Bianshard. 
Froncieca Dicanef ... | Spinatar . | Cornelia Cooper, 
| P. Golledge. 
aby cL i] Jowrph Hodges (134)... Mariner all eee ad Ditto. 
Sarah Adams - | Spinster vv,| Nath. Banon, 
M_ 8, Hadeon. 





(141) EB. Prickman. For the first marriage. See A, P. & F Voi. Vil, Pp. 170, 


(ya) Jame: Taylor, Attorney tothe A. ELC. 


(130) EE. Long, died gust july, Wop, aged a5 yeard. 


(194) J. Hodges. fodustry, p. 94. 
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Jas, Forbes, 






| May 1 | William Moserop(r36) 
Sarah A. Avelling (137)) Spinster 





. | H, Hart, 
}. P, Gantiner. 
[Name illegible}. 


tras) A.M. Gravely, died agh April, 1794, aged 19 
(195) W. Moserop, died 14th January, iSot, aged 44 years, B.O. p. By, 
(939) S.A. Avelling, died rath. January, i796, sged 22 years. 
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David Wilson Ditto. 
Maria de Roza> 
» ag | Robert Udney (145) ... -. Thos Blanahard... | John Ovex: 
Ann Brooks «sy | oploster ve | D. Brown. 
0 | Samut! jours an see en pap eee 
Mary Ano Grin ,,, | Spinster 4 | J+ Brittridge (139) Thos. Blanshard. 
| Mary Brittridge. 
» to} Joka Richt ae Ditta. 
Caroline Moora+ 
» 25 | Charles Child Wilson | Liowtenant of [n= |G Leary | Ditto, 
fantry, H. EB. LC, 
Ann Green . | Sploster a, | Edward Strettell 
. 24 | Jobn Green ‘Bitte, 
| Annus De Row. om | 
a | William Bedell... Ditts, 
Anne Young 
» ‘to.| George Eiltice vs» | Junior Merchant, | P. Hay Ditto. 







Ec 
Rachsal Dunkin ., | Spinstet a | Wen, Donkin. 
(e938) Robert Udney and Aco his wile were drowned In crosalng the Hughly river, ged 


November, 1794, be aged 91, and she 26, BO, 9.79. 
(rgg) J. Brittridge, the Engraver, BLO, p. 392: 
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jane Connor our Splnster 


Robert Gibren 
Ann Woodin 


William Horatio Green 


Mary Neiah - 





































James Hill oe Diits, 
Ann Rice. 
Francia Howley PT ee on Ditto. 
| Elizabeth Williams. ..- 
M, L. Chapman. 
| G. Robison, 
John Nelley re | Lieut., of Artillery, | Alex, Colvin. 
| Hi. E. hk C. 
Charlotte Lindsay -: | Spinster «» | Robt. Chapman ... John Owen. 
R.S. Perreag. 
Henry Haldace . )-Cuptain, Royal En- | J 
giaeers. 
Ditte. 
John Haldane. 
Joha Baptist Levesque Ditts. 
Pimrove Mac’ Innes... 
Ditto. 


James Coamo Gordon | Lieut. H.EIL, ... 
(140) 


Cliristian Knee = 






(rap) J.C. Gordan, born igth August, 1756 died gret December, 1792. 
8 



















| Slieabeth.t 


» 24 | Joseph Alexander 
Aooa Smithy wie | s 


Nov, 9 | William Armstrong 


47 


Harriet Hepburn _“ 


1s | William Townshend ... 
Jones (iat) 


Hatriett Sterene ss 


up| » 16 | William Hopper. Diito. 

Margaret Quin 

ago a «] Lewis Ferdinand Smith | Ditto, 
| Anca Mitchell 
rit] » 24 | Francls DeCrsrt — 

Sally De Rosario f ... Ditto. 
ata} a5 | Javes Neusat - Ditte. 
253) Dee, a | Andrew Glass wee Ditto. 

Harriett Wrynox 


(tgt) W. T. Jones, died ayth January, 1907, aged so year. FP) in B, p. 58. 
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ag6 | 


ay 


(tga) J- Macdonald, 8: P&P, Val. VIIL 
(243) J. Hestly, died goth Mey, 1823, aged 46 years, B..O., p. 114. 


Ehe Letters of Wr. Richard 
Barmeff—xIv. 





No, 516. 


To Rate Levcester, Esor., CALCUTTA, 


The 25th November, 1776, 
Dear Leycester, 


I have received your letters of the 6th January, 4th February, 23rd and 
25th March last. What you direct and may be necessary in your affairs here 
you may depend on being properly attended to.. Beaumont’s accounts with 
me which you desire may be reversed has been complied with and returned 
to you. | thank you for your:assurances of attention to such affairs of mine 
as come under your management. I will not burden you much while [ take 
the freedom to which our long friendship encourages me, far I shall not have 
any intricate concerns to occupy your time—the only one from which you 
can possibly be troubled is my claim on Captain G. Thompson and that I ani 
in hopes will not subject you to any great difficulty in the adjustment as 
you have full authority to settle jt in the way you shall judge best. 

Long before this reaches you the question will be determined whether 
H. is or is not to continue in the Government as well as myself ta the Council, 
Should it be decided against us the triumph of the faction by which we 
have been treated with so much disingenuity and want of candour will pain 
me more than the bare loss of my station, which you must know circums- 
cribed as it is to be rather honorary than profitable. The demise of Colonel 
Monson (intelligence of which went by the Syren alter her dispatches were 
closed) has given some intermission to the strange scene that has so long 
prevailed and enabled Mr, H. and myself to clear off a great part of the load 
of business that was before the Board, The Provincial Cotneil’s letters 
on the interests of their several districts which have scarcely ever been 
answered under the space of 6 or § months subsequent to thetr receipt have 
been for the first time since the new Government took place, answered to 
the present period, Although Clayering by demurrs, dissents and protests has 
been thrown every obstacle he could devise to impede the currency of the 
public business, Mr. Francis has been more moderate and has rather 
assisted than obstructed the dispatch of Business: The expiration of the 
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jeases which approach fast, obliges the Government to look forward toa 
future settlement of the revenue. Much has been said on this topic by the 
Governor, Mr. Francis and myself. | shall send the papers to my sister 
where you may peruse them, for to abstract them is impossible unless I make 
my letters volume. The Governor and myself aré for cating thé Jands by 
the most accurate accounts we can procure and fencing the Ryott against 
all arbitrary cesses which may be altompted by the zemindar. Mr. Francia 
is for proceeding summarily. His general principles are just, but unless the 
Riott is protected and secured, the country will not be relieved, as the light- 
ness of the tax paid to Government will only enrich. the zemindars without 
benefiting the commonalty. Nothing material besides has occurred in the 
internal Government unless the replacing the Phowsdar of Hughly and the 
Dewan of the Calcutta Zillah and Paishcar of the Khalsah may be termed 
so, These men were turned out by the Majority because they would not 
vilify the Gorernor, and the Governor has now restored them—he has like- 
wise restored Mr. Cowper who was superseded by the incendiary James 
Grant to his station and has ordered James Grant to act in: his former 
capacity of acsistant. These though very moderate acts of justice to 
people who were highly injured will, | dare say, be stiled oppressive and 
factious and sacrifices of the public interest to the gratification of personal 
pique and resentment, 


No, 517: 


Mrs: Mary BARWELL, CaLcurtTa, 
The 25th November, 1776, 


Mv Dear Sister, 

Mr. Miller filled with gratitude for the favotr he has received at your 
hands pressed me extremely to allow of his making you some acknowledg- 
ment for the obligation he lays under—his wish in this particular was urged 
with so much importanity that | could pot decline a compliance with it, and 
in consequence promised, him I would not only present you with some jewell 
in his name to the value of two hundred pounds, but that I would insist with 
you upon the acceptance of it. This is the point be alludes to In his short 
note, so that you will please to charge the sum in my account to your benefit 
and spon your reply to him through me I will receive the same:sum of him 
here—this is not meant in exclusion of any expence you may have fnotrred 


but superadded. 


19 
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(Private.] No. 518. 
Joun Rosinson, Eso. CALCUTTA, 
The 25th November, 1776. 
Dear Sir, 


In my letter of September last I told you | was alinost determined upon 
leaving Bengal, my health and situation being inducements ‘equally strong to 
influence such a step, but an alteration in. the latter from the unexpected 
death of Colonel Monson with the argent instances of the Governor-General 
has inclined me to forego that design te afford him my assistance and 
sopport in the important and interesting, business that is now under 
contemplation, the settlement of the revyennes which must take place at the 
expiration of the 5 years’ leases in April next. To leave the country at a crisis 
eo critical | have considered might be, with just reason, imputed to motives 
improper to influence my conduct and impeach me of a neglect or disregard 
to these duties which by a change in the circumstances of the Government 
have fallen to my share. Ata time when. | could not act, a retreat might be 
made from a regard to personal ease and health, without my incurring 
reproach by such a step that time past and oryself in a different predicament, 
[ have no longer the same latitude of choice, However let me assure you, and 
through you my Lord North, that as [| never had nor ever shall have any 
other object than the service of my country by continuing in my station, all 
my attention will be given to that one object and in the mode in which it 
may prove most agreeable to the ruling power to direct. [t ts not my 
province to judge what measures Government shall adopt but to render my 
services in the line in which they can be useful and promotive of the views 
tobe accomplisted. IT need mot tell you | shall feel an obligation from your 
confidential communications and jor euch a favourable construction of the 
part Lact a4 may insure me the countenance of your powerful friends, 

Not long after | had written to you my. former letter, an occasion 
happily offered to place Mr. Wordsworth in a station in the commercial fine 
from which he will draw about £stg. 150 in additionto the salary and 
allowances he enjoys in common with the other servants of the Company. 
I seized this first opportunity to give him some Jiltle matter to enable him 
to bear the experice he must necessarily incur, It is a mere lemporary 
expedient to support him without his being impelled to contract debts and, 
I flatter myself, will be safficient to that ed more especially as [ have lodged 
him in my Jamily and he is subjected. simply to personal expence, until an 
opportunity presents (which must soon be the case) of which I can avail 
myself to remove him to the Revenue Establishment and fix him in a more 
eligible situation. | : 
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Na. 519. 


Henry SAVAGE, Esq. CaLcutra, 

The 27th November. 1776. 
Dear Sm, 

Discouraged by the prospect before me, presented hy a Faction and 
with my Wealth much impaired, | had in contemplation s retreal from scenes 
painful to. my feeling and destructive of my quict, when an accident not 
looked for (the demixe of Colonel Monson) with the pressing instances of the 
Governor for my stay determined me to hold my station and give him my 
gesistance in the present Important crisis. Without support in the arduous 


and interesting object to which his attention ie now given, the new settle- 


ment of the Revenues, which is to take place in April next, all his endeavours 
tnust have proved ineffectual, and even with my support it dors not by any 
means appear fo me certain he will be insured success in his wodprtaking. 
‘As General Clavering and Mr. Francis are averse and oppose and counter- 
act him to the utmost of their power and influence. Withou\ inquiring, 
without investigating the state of the tands, these. gentlemen are at once for 
raking o material reduction in the Company's Revenue and of throwing the 
collectians without check or restrait in the hands of the zemindars upos the 
simple plea of the lands being overrated and the policy of drawing no more 
from the country than may barely suffice to support the establishment and 
eend home.an investment of 60 lacks The Governor and myself subscribe 
to the opimion that some reduction may be necessary to secure the 
permanency of the future revenue, but contend that unless the lands are 
equitably rated and the taxes equally paid and the righta of the cultivator of 
the soil fenced and secured against the encroachmenits of the gemindar, such a 
measure can be productive of no good, but fraught with consequences equally 
pernicious to the Company's interest and to the prosperity of the provinces, 
because we deny that the country will be eased by the moderation of Govern- 
ment im alight assessment of the zemindars, if the yemindars themselves are not 
effectually cheeked and controlled in the rates at which they may assess the 
cultivator of the soil, that, unless this is done, the taxes levied on the husband- 
mun will beas burdensome as ever and continue to be exacted with as much 
rigor—with this difference only that instead of going into the public treasury the 
surplus will be diverted to enrich the zemindars. That the idea of relief to the 
industrious poor being necessarily continued with lowermg the assessments 
on the zemindars isa mistaken speculation, A personal and too powerful 
interest operates to influence them to draw the utmost from their tenants, and 
‘such is the state of landed property through the whole peninsula of India that 
to expect the zemindars to relinquish voluntarily any of the established taxes 
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however grievous, would be to hope that which experience, knowledge and 
observation contradict. The first measure, therefore, was to rate the lands 
if practicable—the next to form such restrictive rules as in their operation 
should give security to all ranks of men and preserving the necessary 
dependance of all orders in a progressive gradation to the meanest classes 
of the people, fence the rights of each from encroachment. Difficult.as this 
task must prove, yet unless it was undertaken and effected, it would be vain 
to look for the happy consequences professed in Mr. Francis’s speculations. 
As the condition of the laboring part-of the kingdom would remain in the 
same state, whatever revenue might be drawn by the Company, the great 
object therefore was to amend their condition, and this must be doné by 
means more adequate than simply subjecting the people to the will and 
taprice of their Zemindars, whom Mr. Francis proposes to invest with all 
power upon the loose principle that both policy and interest must bind them 
to a just and moderate conduct in the management of their own estates, 
This though just in theory, the history of every nation tells us i= not to be 
found in practice. Review the different states nf the world from, the prince to 
the lord of -a single acre, and will the prospect warrant his conclusion. With 
the power of doing injuries, will every man or the generality of met be just? 
Sure it would be weakness to argue that depravity is gone from human 
nature because it is the interest and happiness of man not to be depraved, 
But after all if the task proposed is so very difficult and the obstructions 
Faction may throw in its way so insuperable that it cannot be executed, 
the easy flowery path Mr. Francis bas chosen and is supported in by 
General Clavering, may at any time be reverted to, for the proposition he 
makes goes no further than simply a retrenchment of the Company's income 
upon speculation of its proving ultimately a rellef to the country. A 
thousand arguments occur to expose the futility of such reveries—these 
! suppress as 1 know they must naturally arise to your mind whenever you 
may be pleased to give the subject a serious consideration. 





No, 520. 
Mrs. Mary Barweti, CALCUTTA, 
The 27th November, +776. 

My Dear Sister, 

| enclose letters for Mr. Robinson and Mr. Savage and particularly for 
the information of the latter, the several papers: under cover. You will 
perceive by a Minute of the Governor, with what unremitted perseverance 
the old gentleman Clavering attempts to distract and perplex all publick 
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business. The most unexceptionable acts in the common routine of affairs, 
nay even those which merit praise, are tohim subjects of controversy and 
perverted to charges against the Governor, and, ! believe, there are not less 
than three or four score of dissents and protests upon such points as those 
Il have given myself the trouble to answer and upon as bad and false grounds. 
—It seems to matter not to him what he ssys, for determined at all events to 
find fault, he gives the most specious turn be can to his aspersions, and is not 
ever solicitous in adhering to truth in any of his writings, wherever he conceives 
an artifice or subtlety that may avail him to represent in false lights the 
most simple transactions. Let his conduct be impartially examined, and if this 
picture is found to do him injustice, | will submit to the most degrading 
acknowledgment for the injurious opinion I entertain of his motive and 
principle of conduct. Mr. Francis is more guarded and morte circumspect, 
and this flattered me for some time past, since the party was broke by the 
death of Colonel Monson, he would not persist in the systematic opposition in 
which he had been engaged—but I was mistaken. A deeper policy regulates 
his conduct than | immediately perecived, for on inspecting his opinions, 
I find in al! matters to which he has acquiesced, he has pointedly fixt the 
responsibility on the Governor, ete, and under the pretext of consistency in 
all pointe on which he says he has committed himself, he uniformly opposes— 
So artful, no small degree of caution is necessary to penetrate the veil his 
actions wear and that his principle may not be mistaken where he is found in 
opposition—the unweary observer should be prepared to mark it with distrust 
and to canvas it with a critical nicety, or he may be deceived. 

The distractions on the Coast of Coromandel! which have so far exceeded 
our [ttle disputes—by: the latest advices—assume a portentous aspect, but 
whether the apprehensions expressed by that Government of Lord Pigot’s 
endeavours to involve the Carnatic in a civil]. war is founded in fact, | cannot 
pretend to determine, His residence on the Coast after his expulsion from 
the chair it is most certain can answer no purpose but to distract and disturb 
the Government. The gentlemen of Madras have desired our opinion about 
sending His Lordship to Europe. We have replied the necessity of such a 
measure can alone be determined by the circumstances under which it may 
be resolved—that our Government cannot authorise such an act, por advise 
in a matter in which theirs is competent and must be solely responsible—the 
peace and good order of their internal Government resting entirely in 
themselves, and totally independent of our powers—but should disturbances 
arise and a war be kindled to subvert the constitution of their Government 
as established by Charter, the most effectual aid will be afforded in suppart 
and preservation of the Government legally constituted,—that, however, it 
depends on themselves to obviate the mischiefs they dread and adopt and 
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execute what in their judgment may be eésential for the prevention of an 
evil of such magnitude, 

I know not on whom the Company will fix the blame of these extra- 
ordinary scenes; they certainly had their rise from the imperious spirit of 
Pigot, unregulated by these conciliating aris which ander different 
circumstances are necessary, and without which no man (whatever else his 
talents may be) is fit to be at the head of a free Goveroment—unmindful 
of the circumstances of the times and not distinguising between his former 
sway when common dangers influenced cheerful acquiescence toa military 
dispotic rule—and the situation of the Carnatic upon his return to it, He is 
fallen the victim of his own improdence., Pity we may his fate, but can we 
acquit him of the mdiscretion that produced it? Be not alarmed at this or 
any other intelligence from the Eastin so great a degree as to be induced 
to sell out of the India stocks ata loss. The Company’s pecuniary health 
is good, though their political health may be diseased, You will hear from all 
quarters of the troops sent out by France. fn the course of this_year the private 
adventurers who all sailed their ships with English money, all brought 
out some military to the Islands and Pondicherry, and the French ships 
now in. this River number 2,500 Europeans under the denomination of sailors, 
and these people are actually at Chandernagore as aré all their ships, but the 
number of sail I do not recollect. The military establishment at 
Pondicherry Is very much increased, and I think from appearances the F rench 
meditate some blow on the Carnatic, Why not against Bengal? A thousand 
difficulties almost insuperable oppose them here—there they have a place of 
arms, can collect their force by degrees—here they must bring every thing 
and at once by shipping subjected’ to almost the same obstructions to fix 
themselves as an invader who has no establishment in the country, 





No. gat. 
To Mrs. MAty BARWELL, CALCUTTA, 
The December 1776. 
My Dear Sister, 

I did not write over-land in the persuasion that letters would be as 
speedily and more safely conveyed to you hy the Company's packets, besides 
as the Governor's dispatches will, of course, be submitted to you the 
deficiency on my part was not materia), | gaveto Mr. Cobham and Lieutenant 
Metcalfe, two of the gentlemen who take the rout of Egypt, letters to you 
merely introductory, | mote this circumstance that you may not be led to 
conceive yourself bound by those letters to acts of kindness subjecting you 
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to the least difficulty; if it falls in your way to promote the views of either 
without laying yourself under obligation, it is all I propose, for you will 
probably find them disposed if they can be useful to assist me in their limited 
line of life, and such dispositions ought in prudeace to be cherished. 

The reliance I have on your address and confidence in your management 
is such that I rest my success implicitly on your prudence and repeat 
my injunction to you to make such use of my fortune as may in your opinion 
be conducive to my prosperity, [t is superflaous fo say more to you on this 
subject: you have full latitude to act in the manner your own discretion 
dictates. Be assured that | shall be satisfied with whatever you may do in 
prosecuting my views. A proper application of little presents pleasing in a 
degre: expressive of the attention of the presenter has often given a 
surprising influence to those who have taken such means to interest peaple 
of consequence and sway in the Government, aud must | apprehend still 
avail if they are not of that magiitude as Lo give impressions of a wrong 
nature, for the whole act of doing such things Is comprized in two words 
delicacy and manner, and who is there that is not susceptible of acts of esteem 
and respect? In this idea and in an opinion that you may be too good a 
steward to risk a little of my fortune on so precarious an experiment, | repeat 
what I have before urged on this subject, and that you may be confident of 
my full approbation. { have dwelt thus long oo a matter which fewer words 
under different circumstances would have sufficed to recommend to you. 
The filling ap the vacancy in the Superior Council if 1 am allowed to continue 
a member of it, isan object of some importance to me exclusive of the notion 
generally entertained that a person is degraded who on such an occasion 
has another placed above him. Be therefore attentive to this point and keep 
in your mind that to my Iriend Fred. Stuart alone [ can yield my pretension, 
My attachment to him and the propriety of my Lord Bute’s placing his son 
in the Council above me will reconcile me to the measure, but I know no one 
else under whom | could act without regret. Small as my. hope is 
ef succeeding Hastings, the very ill state of General Clavering’s health 
renders me solicitous to step up as near to him as possible. [really think 
the General's life very precarious, and should the climate be as unfavourable 
to him as it has proved this season, I should stand in the most eligible 
situation my most sanguine wishes could place me in \nder the Government, 
and, although the difficulty would be unsurmountable of obtaining an 
appointment from England, yet if 1 was in the chair, all circumstances 
considered the possession of it might be confirmed to me, and the Minister, 
whoever he might be, pleased with having me there. 

The prosperous state of the Company in Bengal will not, | hope, be fatal 
to Mr. Hastings and myself. Yet it is a common policy to forget services 
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when the immediate occasion on which they benefitted the State is past, and 
| confess | am fearful the prosperity of the Company may be an argument 
that our further services are not wanted nor are necessary. However, this 
may be, the political interests of the British Governments in Asin must be 
regulated by local knowledge and experience, but whether Ministry will chuse 
to avail himself of that local knowledge is 2 question | cannot pretend to 
answer to myself, for under many circumstances, | am sensible particular 
people must be gratified, and in those cases every other consideration will 
yield to the influence of superior family connections, 

Twenty months ago General Clavering, etc., declared the Company. on 
the brink of ruin, and an exhausted treasury an immense debt and a decreas- 
ing revenue were incessantly declaimed upon; Nor was this imposition 
given up al the dispatch of the Syren packet, for in the advices hy that vessel 
the General attempted to pervert facts and impress an idea that the wealth 
of the Company in Bengal was all imaginary—a fallacy [ took the trouble 
to expose at the time, and it is now rendered so glaring a¢ ta be beyond 
the power of art to vindicate or palliate the misrepresentation then 
altempted. For the Company have at this moment in their Treasury at 
Calcutta about 60 tacks of rupees and have paid off all their bonded debt to 
about 10 lacks and in the Treasuries of the Provincial Councils there is 
apwards of go lacks more, so that after paying all their debta fiery have a 
ballance in cash of 2 melltom sterling and in goods such as woolen, salt and 
oplum haifa million more. An estate this instant in hand of one million 
and half exclusive of all their dead stock. This being the real state of tacts 
which sophistry can neither involve nor question, the cry is changed 
from ruin in the apprehended bankruptcy of the Company, to ruin from 
the superfluity of their wealth. The country is ruined and the treasure locked 
up has exhausted the circulating specie—thus direct contradictions afford 
argument to condemn Mr. H. and myself. Yet when we propose to throw 
the sprcie back into circulation, encourage manufactures, and increase the. 
investments for Europe; we are opposed upon the principle of its being 
subversive of the foreign trade—as if it was not one of the first and great 
objects of the nation to owt purchase the Dutch, French, &q., rivals of the 
Company and render Britain the great Emporium: for the vend of Bengal 
goods. The notion that bulllon ts introduced by the rival Companies of 
France, Holland and Denmark is ridiculous and absurd—thry are one and all 
the carriers for the English, and will continue a6 while there’ remains 9 single 
lac of private property in this country waiting only for an opportunity of 
remittance, but should the Dutch, Frenchy, &c., be once out purchased by us, 
and have no inducement to continue thetr competition in the Bengal trade, 
private property here awill find its way in different channels to the other 
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Presidencies and to China, where it will both aid and assist the Company— 
whereas it now operates essentially against their interests—particularly by 
promoting the French Commerce and with it a naval power that could by 
no other means be supported in the East, willout subjecting the Crown of 
France to an expence enormous and intolerable—whereas we have this last 
year seen introduced by French adventurers a formidable fleet and 3,000 
recruits at least and this with a very trifling charge to that Crown. In these 
eentiments should Mr. H. and myself have sway in the Council, we propose 
after laying by 35 lacks for exigencies to increase the investment for Europe 
to the utmost and enlarge the supplies to Bombay, and agreeably to this 
plan we have voted the investment of riext year 105 lacks of rupees. 

The distracted state of the Madras Government will possibly render 
some pecuniary aid from Bengal necessary ; I wish this may not be the case 
for | know not in what manner Madras can be supplied without sending 
specie, The political state of the Indian powers remains the same except 
on the coast of Coromandell, which is much weakend by the separation of 
Tanjore and the distresses consequent to that measure from the inability 
of the Nabob to pay histroops: Late private advices inform us that one of 
the choicest bodies of horse in the Nahob's service on the plea of arrears, 
have gone off to the Mysore country and joined Hyderally, This the 
Nabob's enemies impute to contrivance and to the influence of some. secret 
practices he hss in toot with Hyder to shake off his dependence on the 
English Government. It is most truc that Lord Pigot's measures have given 
him ample cause for dissatisfaction, bat it would be injurious both to the 
Nabob's good sense and policy to suppose such an imputation just. The 
Nabob is fully aware of the enterprizing spirit of the Mysore Chief, his 
own defenceless state if unsupported by the English, and likewise of Hyder’s 
having obtained by treaty with the Mahralta state of grant of the Carnatic. 
‘Under these circumstances Is it consistent with reason to imagine he would 
lay himself at the mercy of Hyder—and this after the severe test to which 
his patience has been put in the Tanjore business and in the various morti- 
fications he has sulfered in the period ofa few months? Sure if any such 
thoughts had influenced his policy it would have been adopted at the instant 
he was struggling with his feeling and under such complicated mortifications 
as he has experienced, and not in his cooler moments and alter he had made 
liis appeal to the justice of the English Government for redress. fad he 
ever framed such a design, it would be a folly to suppose he would have 
weakend his power first by parting with Tanjore and then opposed himself 
to the English Government. [ have no correspondence or acquaintance with 
the Nabob; of course my judgment is unbiased by fayor or prejudice and 
formed simply om the facts which have-arisen in his Government, and these 
carry no appearance of his alienation from the English interest. 


Zt 
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Enclosed 1 send you a minute and motion in favor of Mr. Croftes our 
Accomptant-General, The importance of the office rendered it necessary to 
annex to it an adequate salary, and as it apprared to me to be the wish of 
the Directors that something should be done for Mr. Croftes whose merit snd 
services entitle him to the consideration of the Company, I was tess 
scrupulous in laying his pretentions before the Board and of securing to him 
some compensation for his past and future laborious services. This matter 
being particularly pointed out in the General Letter to have originated with 
me, | desired Mr. Croftes to write his friends to secure an approbation from 
the Court of Directors: this he will naturally do and recommend to his friends 
who have some weight to draw with you in any thing that may be proposed 
for my advantage. 

Mr, Mackenzie who was recommended to me by yourself, by F. Stuart, 
Lords Sandwich and Rochford, | have the pleasure to inform you, has been 
by the Governor and myself gratified with the appointment of Custom 
Master, and Mr. Bathurst, Lord Apsley’s relation, with an appointment 
under Mr. Middleton to the Court of Asoph-ul-Douls. Captain Primrose 
Thompson, particularly introduced to me by letter from Governor Johnstone, 
to the post of Quarter Master General of the troops commanded by British 
officers In the service of the Nabob of Oude. AsI have not written to 
Governor Johnstone, please make my compliments to him and tell him 
1 am bappy to have had it so early in my power to shew the sense I have of 
bis friendship and support, and that he may depend my attention to Captain 
Thompson wil! be unremitted under all circumstances. 


No. 522. 
To Mrs Mary BARWELL. CALCUTTA, 


The tath February, 1777, 
My Dear Sister, 


Just after closing my letter jn December 1776, | got my brother Daniel 
the appointment of Assistant to the Resident at Benares, His low rank in the 
Company's Service, his unacquaintance with all publick business, his youth 
and inexperience determined me to check my wishes and content myself 
with introducing him to a secure [station] that would prepare and fit him for 
the discharge of greater trusts in the more important stations of the service ; 
foras he had hitherto been employed in mo publick line, exception woutd 
justly have been taken to a brother's partiality had I placed him in 50 
conspicuous a point of view, thet the whole Service had looked up to him with 
envy and impatience. Besides this reason, | found the Governor so desirous 
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of making some return to Mr. Graham whose conduct in England merited 
from us both, that { became as anxious as himself to testify the sense we 
entertained of it by some act of kindness to his brother Mr. Thomas Graham. 
Danie! is not satisfied with holding the second station, because he says by 
my influence be could have had the first, for under the present circumstances 
he remarked it was not to have been denied to me bad | urged it for him to 
the Governor, To this | answered, he ought to be sensible fraternal affection 
must be a strong and powerful advocate for him with me, and that he might 
safely rely on a principle that must render me extremely anxious for his 
welfare. 1 then bid him to recollect this was his very first step into life, that 
he had hitherto declined attendance on any of the public offices and totally 
anqualified by ignorance of all forms of business.. How could | at once propose 
him for so important a public charge as that given to Mr, Graham? A third 
of the advantages of the Residency | had secured for him, and hereafter 
I hoped to answer bis highest expectations in some other appointment. It was 
necessary however that he should qualify himself to second my endeavours 
or nothing could result from them, for, though | gave him the means to make 
his way to independence, the advantage he might make of those means would 
depend entirely oa his own knowledge and abilities. I cannot say this 
expostulation had so full an effect as | had flattered myself it would have. He 
appeared disappointed, but this advantage, | think, will derive from it, it will 
make him exert himself and employ those talents hitherto lost in dissipation 
to this proper object. The best parts possessed by a man who is to 
fabricate his own fortunes are defective if he bends them not to those pursuits 
in life on which his prosperity depends. 

By the vessells just arrived from China, I have reason to apprehend a 
disappointment to you in the receipt of Mercer's bond, for | understood he 
has faited in the means of supplying the cash from which his Attorneys were 
to pay it. as | before wrote so expressly that any protested bills or others 
securities not answered should be immediately returned to enable me to 
recover on them in Bengal, | flatter myself no sooncr will Mercer's bond 
become due than payment will have been demanded, and, if refused, that the 
protest and bonds will have been sent hack by the first opportunity. 1! had 
much dependance on this man, but frequent disappointments have instilled 
doubts that influence me to take the best means | can to secare myself in 
this country without relying upom him any further for the payment of his 
engagements in England. Besides I consider the terms of remittance are not 
more advantageous than | may hereafter procure and that the interest and 
penalty to be recovered from Mr. Mercer will be some campensation for my 
disappointment. Neither Price's nor Mercer's money coming into your hands 
deptives me of a large sum I had relied upon in England, This with my deeds 
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of gift to you and Fanny lower of course very considerably the fortune 
T hoped I had realised by this time ian Europe, and makes me more anxiqus 
about Sir George Colebrooke’s securities than otherwise should have been. Do 
then, my dear Friend, be a litle alert inclosing our concerns with Sir George, 
for should I have drawbacks on my fortune after | leave this country, my not 
having reckoned upon them will pinch me in the degreo they were not 
expected. 

{ enclose a letter from my friend, Charles Purling, and my answer to it. 
Alter 5 months and just as the Chiefship of Dacca was on the point of being 
vacated for him and the intimation given to Mr. Rous that he must quit, 
Il was surprized with this fetter, I hope, however, Charles Porling will have 
no treason to lament his varying his pursuit, though | much doubt whether he 
will find the object he looks to, when he shall obtain it to compensate him 
for the sacrifice now made to his fears. Aa | apprehend it will not be tna 
my power lO write to his uncle. Pray explain these particulars ta him. 1 did 
all in my power to fix the Governor and secure Dacca for his nephew. The 
point was accomplished, he saw the propriety of ‘standing to his first 
nomination and answering the expectations of Purling’s friends, who had 
bestirred themselves in establishing that nomination against Mr, Rous put in 
by the then Majorityin Bengal over the head of Purling., Rous had been 
spoken to, and had sent orders for transporting his household furniture from 
Dacea in the expectation of an immediate recall, when on the instant this 
letter of Charles Purling arrives and determines the Governorto retract and 
not proceed in a measure which would have given great offence to Rous's 
friends and appeared not very acceptable to the person who was to have 
been served by it. 


The instructions | gave respecting the purchase of India stock has I 
I hope not been neglected, for as the accounts from hence will 90 far exceed 
the most sanguine expectations, so. must the profits on sich purchases any 
idea you could have entertained of them. The enclosed amount is simply to 
exhibit to you the wealth in our different treasuries No less a sum that 
fourteen millions eight hundred thousand rupees in «pecie, exclusive of this is 
the salt, opium, woollens, copper, &e., amounting to about five millions— 
Such a vast mass of riches in actual possession in Bengal, must confound all 
the abominable falsifications that have been industriously propagated, and 
render all classes. of men more cautious in believing the tales of a Faction 
and doubting the veracity of men who never yet deceived the public in 
their yepresentations. Tie vast excess of the Company's present wealth 
beyond my estimate | have not yet had time to examine into, and therefore 
cannot ascertain the causes it springs from, but imagine | must hove rated 
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the Company's expences higher than they are in reality and their income 
lower, 


Extract of a letter from MR. CHARLES PURLING fo Mz: BARWEL.L, 
dated Dacca, the 3rd February 777. 


I doubt not when you received the Governor's note mentioned in your 
letter, you were acquainted with the cause of it or have been since. [ am far 
from declining any promotion your or the Governor's, kindness may extend 
me, -but judging that ij [am to profit by it, it will be necessary to contrive 
my appointment so as to be permanent, and that whether I remain here Chicf 
er Acting Chief till you get the expected intelligence from Europe, tt can 
make no difference to my friends, thougli it may be a very considerable one to 
me. | did not hesitate to write to Mr. Hastings concerning the Chittagong 
Chiefship.. Your own reason must dictate that my choice (if T was not afraid 
of an after-blow) would be fixed upon Dacea, particularly because Chittagong 
would not be very agreeable to. me without an assistant of my own, But as 
Mr. Law may not be removed long before -your packet arrives give me 
leave to request the favor ol you to endeavor te keep both Chittagong and 
Dacca untilied up, and when you act advices, fix upon Chittagong and Dacca 
as may be most likely to turn out toa real ond lasting Beneht instead of a 
‘temporary one—for you cannot suppose that Rous will not be immediately 
reinstated. If Ministerial influence should operate to your and the Governor's 
disadvantage, an evant my own wishes and interests naturally Jead me to 
deprecate. Chittagong however! scarce think even the General will remove 
mé from. This ia all that has struck me upon the subject, and | hope you will 
forgive a fear conceming my future interests; believe me, were [ at all 
independent, one of the greatest objects [ could have would be to quit India 
when you did, and I should not hesitate an instant about taking the Dacea 
Chiefship. Rous has written. to Holland, that the appointments would take 
place in a day or two and begging he would send down all his things; a 
letter arrived last night directed to me Chief of Dacca from Mr. Collings, and 
all the settlement liave been to congratulate me on my appointment. If it 
should still be your idea that all the appointments cannot take place and that 
Rous canoot be removed nor [| continue here Acting Chief till the Ameen 
shall have completed his business, I wish you to pursue your own opinion 
and I am ready to accompany you to old England if any thing sinister 
happens. | have given you the motives for my request to the Governor—act 

as you and he think proper. 


22 
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Exract of a ietter from MR. BaRWeit. TO CHARLES PuRLING, Esq., 
dated Calcutta, the 7th February %777- 


Your letter which | have submitted to the Governor must I think, 
determine him with respect to Rous. Indeed he told me he should send for 
him this morning and inform him that as you looked another way he was 
no longer under the obligation of his former nomination of you to the 
Chiefship. and to which he had before hinted to him he must give place. 
To keep the door open for you im the manner you wanted, or in any manner 
was impracticable without incurring the same ill will from Mr. Rous’s 
friends as by an actual removal of him—for it being declared he must 
give place to you, it follows that without revoking such declaration he must 
have deemed himself in fact removed and under that impression have 
influenced his friends. The counter declaration therefore was unavoidable, 
though if no declaration of his removal had been made, you might have continued! 
and the matter been subsequently taken up in your favor But as itis 
you reduced the Governor and myself to this simple alterwative—to step 
forward in a thing you yourself could not resolve upon and seemed rather 
apprehensive of—or to step back—and make a merit both to ourselves and’ 
to you of not being hostile to Rous, though in the circumstances you stood 
and) we conceived ourselves bound to promote you and remove him, 
if you had not offered the alternative by looking another way (to Chittagong) 
and enabled ea to convince hin we were by no means ji) disposed to him. 
! need not tell you | am chagrined at that indicision in you which has: 
reduced you to confine your future views to Chittigong for it is probable 
Law may not shese many months be called to the Board of Trade all which 
time you must remain in expectation, and before the period arrives your 
friends may be out of power, though that 1 donot apprehend/will be the case, 
but it is: possible, 


—— —  — — 


No. §23: 

To Mrs. Mary Bakwett.. CALCUTTA, 

The 14th February, 1776. 
My Dear Sister, 

Allow me to introduce to your acquaintance Mr. Isaac Sage a gentleman 
who has been long known to me and for whom I haye a personal esteem— 
and at the same time to express a wish (which I found on the general 
opinion of Mrs. Sage’s happy qualities, and the particular friendship the 
worthy Mr. James Barton entertains for her) that you may cultivate her 
acquaintance and become mutually endeared to each other. I'am not myself 
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happy in her acquaintance owing to her having scarcely resided at all in 
Calcutta and to my engagements whick have only allowed of my calling at 
her house twice, neither of which times I] had the pleasure to find her at 
home. Sage will send my lettar to you by express from the first port af 
which the ship arrives. 





No. 524- 

To Henry Savace, Esq. CALCUTTA, 

The th February, 1777- 
Dear Sir, 

I mentioned to you in my former letters an aitempt to impose on the 
Company aud the public by a false estate of your treasuries and assetts in 
Bengal, and at the came time sent you a just estimate of the real wealth of 
that Government, and an ¢stimate of the ballance that would be in hand 
the oth April 1777, calculated at twenty four millions, nine hundred and 
eight thousand, eight hundred and sixty-nine rupees. The enclosed: account 
from autlientic official papers shew that on the 6th of this month February 
1777, the Company's nett estate, not including any part of their dead stock, 
amounted to twenty-two millions three hundred and’ forty-eight thousand 
and ten rupees fifteen annas and nine pice. A monstrous mass of riches, 
especially when it is considered that fifteen millions two hundred and nine 
thousand one hundred and sixty rupees twelve annas and six pice of this 
heap, may be said to be actual specie, viz. :— 


Rs. AL wh. 

Provincial Treasuries iat an «= $97,750°82 6 
Calcutta. General and Revenue Trea- Resi Aw PL 
suries  B2,58.4g1 11 9 


Bills of Sectanne secupeed by different 
Bankers the same as money in hand 757,570 1% 3 
90,266,017 13 oO 
13303762 9 @ 
Ballance of cash in the hands of the Resident of Oude, 
the a7th January 1777: Oude siccas-j’lacs or current 
rupees. (N.B.—This not included’ in the Treasuries 
account but taken from the Resident's letters of advice) = 3, 30,000 oO oo 
Commercial Treasuries ne a3 ws) =-15,15;398 3 © 











In-spetie or bullion nett:amount 6th February 1777)... 1,52,09,160 12 6 
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Thus circumstanced it remains no longer in the power of faction to 
veil the truth, as all doubts hitherto expressed of the fairness of the 
calculations sent home by Mr, Hastings and myself, ane now at-an end. 
You see and know that you actually possess at this instant the full amount 
and more than we gave you reason to expect would he forthcoming at this 
period, and having established the credit of our representations on this 
important point, it will, | Aatter myself, caution the impartial to be more 
circumspect in their belief, and to deny their assent to the idle stories 
invented and promulgated to impose on: the public, without the fullest and 
clearest evidence of facts to support and authenticate such stories. Assured 
thet men who had the confidence and effrontery to aver this Government to 
be in an actual state of bankrupicy at the time it was sending to Europe 
investinents of 80 lacs per annum, paying off all its debts and rising fast to 
its present state of affluence, will not scruple the samé insiduous arts, in 
less material concerns, to depreciate their adversaries and lower their 
characters in the publick estimation. 

The large sum now in possession, and the increasing wealth of this 
Government call loudly upon the Directors to. adopt some measures to realize 
their property in England, and-as they cannot discredit the evidence of their 
Own senses, the necessity of increasing the tonnage to be returned from 
this port will be obvious. Mr. Hastings and myself have hitherto limited 
the investment to the amount we supposed you would have shipping. to 
transport, but this year we have supplyed one crore five lacks for goods in 
expectation, that finding more credit with you for the representations we 
had made, you would increase the number of your ships—depending on an 
increase of your investments as @ consequence of your increasing wealth. 
Should you still disappoint us, I know not by what means we shall be able 
to return hack the money into circulation. It will be death to the country 
ta accumulate 4 mass.of useless treasure. And the hoarding it, or sending 
it out of the country, is nearly the same, for what does not circulate is as 
much lost as if it did not exist. In short 1 would recommend to you to send 
peremptory orders to increase your provision of goods to £20 lacks, and 
sooner than keep a larger sum than 70 lacs of exigencies, direct an 
additional provision of 20 lacs of ready money goods, and in order to obviate 
any chicane in such purchases, instruct your Board of Trade two publish 
your intention of making them, directing the merchants who have goods 
to offer, to deliver in their proposals sealed with musters of the goods they 
are inclined to dispose of, and further, insteuct your Board to put their 
seals to the musturs by which the purchases are made, sccompanying the 
parcells with the musters, by which they are bought, that you yourselyes 
may be the Judges whether favor or partiality has been shown to the vendors 
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by the acceptance of goods Inferior to the samples on which they were 
agreed, for it will possibly be urged that the extension of your investments 
must prove detrimental to the commerciai interests of the country, by your 
engrossing all the manufactures of it, People who reason in this manner, 
have very false Ideas of the mature of manulactures, which increase im all 
natjons in proportions to the demand tliey are in and the encouragemients 
the arts receive, It isan absurd and ridiculous potion to say, it will pet 
fo-so far be assured, and: you will find it a truth, that the more goods you 
export, the more ‘will be fabricated, and that the people are pot so blind to 
their own Interests, as to neglect their looms, because they find a readier 
vend for their labors, This addition of 6c lacs to your Bengal investment, 
will) not however return as much specie as ought to be returned to the 
circulation, and therefore in addition to it, your orders of supply to Bombay 
and Bencoolen ought to be enlarged, and contracts for cotton and other 
goods tin, &c., to supply China, be recommended to your servants at Bombay 
and here. By this means your Malabar and Surat Trades will revive and 
the adventurers. to the Straights of Malacca from this Port encouraged, as 

in the Straights alone, tin is to be procured for China. But if the remit- 
tances to Bombay cannot be increased without sending bullion, an attention 
to the prosperity of Bengal requires those remittances not to be increased 
by these means, in addition to the wealth you have annually drawn from 


Bengal | propose go lacs of rupers, wiz. :— 


The addition to the Bengal investment ... ont 
Addition to the Bombay and Bencoolen supplies _,.. 


Total 


is igek 


Imagine not on a superficial review this is beyond all bounds, and what 
can never be made good from hence—look only into your affairs, and you 
will find from October 1774 to February 1777 two years three months, The 
Bond debt, Restitution, &c., debts amounting at the least ta one crore 
and half of rupees, have been extinguished—Bombay doubly supplied— 
8o lacs annually sent home—and after all a ballance at this instant in hand 
ol two crore twenty three lacs of rupees. | will now only ask if these facts 
are established: beyond a possibility of cavil—if they are, the ability of this 
Government to supply go lacs in addition to what was supplied the last year 
cannot be doubted, and after laying by 70 lacs for exigencies, still have it 
in its power to jower the rents of lands, and ease the burthens of the people, 


a3 


90 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


in the degree that may be necessary to the prosperity of the country, 
desire you and the world to give me no more credit for these assertions, 
than may be clear and evident to your own senses, on an inspection of the 
authentic accounts and records of the India house, and Iwill engage myself 
to answer to the full of what T affirm any future day if I should be called 
into a station that may render it incumbent on me. 

You may recollect my being singular in the opinion [ gave-on the 
military establishment proposed far the Nabob Asoph-ul-Dowla, piz,/—that- 
the troops and officers should be ours, but in the pay of the Nabob, and that 
any other system was fraught with varicty of evils. The justness of this 
opinion is too well verified by the subsequent scenes of tumult, confusion and 
tapacity. ‘The introduction of the General's plan as might be foreseen raised 
a general spirit of discontent and mutiny. How could it be expected that 
men, who had been accustomed to command. the Nabob's forces, would 
readily acquiese to a deprivation of their commands, and continue with their 
troops without forming some scheme and engaging in some intrigues to 
recover those commands? Not a little blood has bern spilt to suppress this 
spirit, Yet all was to no effect, till the refractory: battalions were reformed 
and new ones raised. However, even in the present state of this Force under 
British officers, submission to discipline is éxtremely defective. ‘The looseness 
of the General's plan in all its parts—the leaving the changes of the troops at 
large to be regulated by the Nabob, Captain Webber and Mr. Bristow, can only 
be reconciled to reason on a supposition that he extended it as a particular 
harvest for Webber—a parasite, with [neither] abilities, [nJor a single good 
quality to recommend him, for | reckon nota servile obsequious. in the oumber 
of virtues that reflect lustre on the human character. This man from his first 
appointment by the General to the period the command was-given to Colonel 
Goddard, drew seven thousand rupees in monthly allowances, exclusive of 
the perquisites ef his command, which be regulated upon the plan of the 
Governor-General’s troop af cavalry in Calcutta. This troop has always 
been on an establishment, by the purchase and feeding: of the horses, to be 
a provision for the commandant of it, and to enable him at the end of two 
or three years, to retire with a small competency—it consists of 100 horse in 
number. The Regiment Captain Webber has put on this footing be has 
“made 730 strong, he bas commanded it two years, and has of course drawn 
perquisites annually to 730 times the amount of the Governor's Body 
Guard. Now if the Body Guard of roo men, aa I suppose it does, gives 49,000 
rupees per annum to the Commandant, Captain Webber for his 
received a benefit of 2,92,000 rupees per annum or 6 lacs to the present 
instant, exclusive of his 7,000 rupees per mensem, as Brevet Major, Adjutant 
General, Aid-de-Camp, etc., etc. Clavering, | know, will defend this mulcting 
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of the Nabob, by the precedent of the Governor-General’s Body Guard 
establishment, but when it ts eansidered, that Mr. Webber had 7,000 rupees 
per month pay and allowances, and that the raising, disciplining and regu- 
lating the expence of the horse for the Nabob’s service was confided to him, 
his rapacity in rejecting the most economic establishment to introduce an 
extravagant one for his own advantage, will condemn him. Nor will the 
plea of precedent avail Clavering in excuse for his injustice to the Nabob, 
and to the public service with no other view than to fill the pockets of his 
creatures. If I am truly informed Mr. Webber bas made more in his two 
years’ command of the Nabob’s borse, than | have in the course of tg years 
services in Bengal. The regulations of the military under the command 
of cur officers in the service of the Nabob, having become an object of such 
magnitude, the Governor has turned his thoughts to it for some months past, 
and | flatter myself, in a few days 9 plan will be complete, and in readiness 
to lay before the Board, 

A letter lately received from Mr. Bristow enclosing a state of the 
Nahbob’s forces, with a very inaccurate estimate of their expense, will show 
you In a striking light, the inattention of that gentleman to the only object 
to which he should have been attentive. It exhibits a picture that must at 
once alarm and surprize—surprize, because it is to be understood from his 
former letters that the Nabob had reduced his military, and checked his 
expences by a more economic regulation—and alarm, because such @ body 
as one hundred and odd thousand troops will not submit to be defrauded of 
their pay, but will naturally attempt to do themselves justice—under which 
circumstances, we must either be gquict spectators of a revolution in 
the Government, or found into the abominable alternative of butchering 
a number of poor soldiers for demanding thelr right. The idea is too horrible 
to dwell upon, We must attempt, and, I hope, we have time to avert this im- 
pending mischief, but as for Mr. Bristow | think him Inexecusable: He could 
remonstrate loudly and inilecently enough to the Nabob on less material 
subjects, and foolishly propose the limitation of his personal exptnces in @ 
manner that came so near to the condition of the Nabob of Bengalon our first 
acquiring the Dewannee, that no wonder he rejected the proposition and 
was filled with distrust, and this jealoasy may, | fear, counteract our best 
intentions, It is most certain the Nabob seeks all occasions to set this 
Government at ¢ariance with Nuzziff Cawn—and his weakness, brutality, 
and want of every principle, leads me to think, he may, when least expected, 
break out into some mad and rash action. [t Is most certain he is very 
apprehensive of our intercouse with Nuzziff Cawn, and uses every art to 
frustrate the mutual endeavors of this Government and of Nuzziff Cawn to 
treat on the terms of a future alliance. He is not such a fool to be blind to 
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the advantages we should draw from such an alliance, and the check it would 
be upon him, when on a future day he might mediate a blow against the 
English. A chief of Nuzziff Cawn's abilities oa his back, in friendship with 
as, will always keep him to his good behaviour. But if he can create 
differences between Nurziff Cawn and our Government, and draw Nazziff 
Cawn to himself, he wiil have nothing to apprehend, and be at liberty to act 
against us on any favourable occasion. However fair appearances may be 
between onr Government and Nabob, it is not possthle he should regard as 
in any other Hight than enemies, Thus circumstanced, in whatever point of 
view the attempt to bind Nugziff Cawn to us may be represented by 
Clavering, the attempt is wise and political, but the difficulties to be 
surmounted are, | fear, insuperable. 


The Government of Madras, apprehensive of the designs of France, have 
resolved to augment their force by new levies of native troops: 1! think they 
have good reason to be on their guard, but I fatter myself before any attempt 
is made by the French Government on the Carnatic or Bengal, the alarm 
will be taken in England, and two regiments at least ordered to India for 
the protection of your possessions in the Bay. Believe me, should the 
Carnatic or Bengal be invaded by a force of 10,000 Europeans, they will 
shake the power of the English in the East, and if they do not entirely 
subvert it, must in all probability give it such a blow as it will’ never recover. 
Report speaks largely of the French military strength at the Islands, and 
under the denomination of mariners to the French ships now in the river of 
Bengal, we bave seen upwards of 2,000 Europeans at Chandernagore. It 
behoves the Government of England to be watchful for the safety of this 
tich kingdom, and not confide too much in the native forces, which at present 
constitute its greatest strength, for, be assured, they will fall you in the time 
of extremity against an European enemy. 


The distractions in the Mahratta State appear to have past their crises, 
and the Government of the ministers to be established. Sudashaw Row or 
SudAboy has been defeated, and taken prisoner, and Rogonaut Row has fled 
and taken protection once more at Bombay. What consequences may attend 
the receiving of Rogonaut Row, time will disclose. I apprehend the worst 
if the factions in that Government unite, and the best, if they continue 
divided and quarreling amongst themselves. I can neither condemn or 
approve the conduct of Bombay on this occasion, as I am ignorant of the 
policy that determined it. 
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Calcutta, the 6th February 177}: 


Rs. aA. FP. 

Ballance of the public treasuries =... ve = 879,160 22 6 
Opium, salt, and woolens, &c., 5 per estimate, 15th 

September 1776 = «- 60,71094 © © 


Arrears of pay due account the troops to be 
received from the Nabob of Oude—stated 
the pth January 1777 at go lacks of 
Oude siccas and a ballance in the Resident's 
hands of about 3 lacs in all 33,00,000 or 





about Crs. ai ' «= 3690000. 0 oO 
Total current as 245,980,254 12 6 
Deduet as follows, viz. :-— 
Rs. A. PB. 


Deposits and bonds which may 
be claimed at the pleasure 
of the holders ae «=05,93:243 12 09 
Due on salt contracts which th 
Government must ultimale- 
ly pay per estimate, 25th 
September 1776 aie «= «7,000,000 0 0 
27 32,243 12 





6th Febraary 1777. Nett total aller payment 


of all debts 4,23,48,010 15 9 





The sum of twenty-two millions three: hundred and forty-cight thousand 
and ten rupees fifteen annas and nine pice appears and is the actual estate 
of the Company the 6th February 1777. So that by the soth April 1777 te 
which period my estimate of the 18th September last extends, the full stated 
sum in that estimate will be forthcoming, viz., Rs. 2,49,08,869, 


No. $25. 
To Mx. Mary Bakwett.. | CALCUTTA, 
The 16th February, 17 77- 
My Dear SISTER, 
This is simply to give you a letter from the Governor General and to beg 
your particular regard to iliose interests which so nearly concern us and 
which 1 wish to draw closer by effecting a friendship and confidence upon 


24 
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the broadest foundation, I have not seen what be has written, but he has 
long treated to present himself before you, and | beg you will regard him as 
my friend. 





No. 526. 
To Joun Jounstone, Eso. CaLcurta, 
The 8th Famuary, 777. 
Dean. Sir, 
[ beg leave to trouble you with the account of the money in my hands: 
in trust for Miss A. Keene as Mr. Leycester and Mr. Skinner are both in 
England. You will perceive by the accompanying accounts that the principle 
sum of current ten thousand remains entire and that there is a ballance of 
Cr, 70-6-6 due from me for interest. But as it is inconvenient for me to pay 
g per cent. for Miss A- Keene’s money when I can borrow to any amount at 
only 5 per cent, I cannot allow her more than § per cent. from this day, 
especially as the Company's Treasury is so full of money that none can be 
received at any rate of interests. | know it may be said that money is 
borrowed here at a higher rate of mterest, but those who: take up money In 
that manner I do not choose to trust, as Ismay by your deed of assipnment be 
obliged to make if good in case of accident. ! wrote to Mr. Beaumont to 
this effect, which he acquainted Miss A. Keene with, who in her letter to me 
appears alarmed at having her income reduced. As! do not think myself 
authorized to pay the principal to any body not named in your deed of trust 
I shall be very moch obliged if you and Miss A Keene will join in granting 
R. Leycester, R. Skinner and mea release fromthe trust upon which I will 
ata moment's warning pay the money that may then be in my lands to who 
ever you and she may think proper that | may have nothing further to do 
with it, and in futore it will not suit me to pay the interest in London, but it 
shall be paid here to any person Miss A. Keene may authorize to receive it. 
I am. also to trouble you respecting your other deed of assignment dated 
t August 1765 to R. Leycester, R. Barwell and R. Skinner of Cr. 17,141-14. 
in trust for Miss Betty Johnstone which sum was lent to William Bolts on his 
‘bond dated roth January 1768 to James Johnstone, William Johnstone and 
Samuel Hannay trustees for Miss Betty Johnstone payable in London the 
roth January 1770 at the rate of twenty-six pence sterling per current 
rapee which bond is now in my possession. 1 know nothing of Mr. Bolts’s 
concerns, but from common report which are said to be bad enough, nor can 
1 tell if any part of the principal or interest of his bond hath been paid in 
London agreeably to its tenor. This trost, you must recollect, was accepted 
by me to oblige you as well as the other in favor of Miss A. Keene without 
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any view of benefit to myself, and as the amount of Miss Betty Jolmstone’s 
money has been remitted to London by Mr. Bolts's said bond ! request the 
favour of you to join Miss Bitty Johnstone in granting a release to 
R. Leycester, R. Skinner and me respecting the deed of assignment you 
executed in her favour that we may be relieved from the trust whilst the 
parties are living and nol leave an opening for disputes alter some of them 
are dead, which Iam persuaded isthe furthest from your wish, and that you 
will teadily comply with my request im granting releases respecting those two 
trusts before mentioned. | 





No. 527: 
To Miss ANNE KEENE. CALCUTTA, 
The 814 January, i777. 

MADAM, 

fam favored with yours of goth March 1776 and am sorry to be under 
the necessity of refusing to allow more than 5 per cent. interest for the money 
of yours in my hands and also to acquaint you [ cannot in future pay you 
the interest in London, but it shall be punctually paid here to whoever you 
may be pleased to authorize to receive it. And as I do not think myself 
authorized to pay the principal of your money to your attorneys, 1 have 
written to Mr. John Johnstone by this conveyance and enclosed him the 
account of your money in my hands and requested him te join with you in 
granting Messrs. Leycester, Skinner, and myself a release from the trust 
upon receipt of which the money then in my bands shall be immediately paid 
to whoever you and he may be pleased to authorize to receive it, but for 
particulars I beg leave to refer you to Mr. Jotn Johnstone. 





No. 528, 

‘To Mas. Marry BARWwet. CALCUTTA, 

Tae 7th March, 1777. 
My Dear Sister, 

Thad flattered myself before this time with advices by the way of 
Bossorah as low down as August, but the town being possessed by the Persians 
and the country a scene of war, has, | imagine, interrupted the communi. 
cation ; nota letter that | can get information of having come to the hand of 
any individual. Resting then in the hope of the next intelligence proving 
agreeable to my wishes, I shall reconcile myself as well as | can to a state of 
uncertainty, and, without plaguing my head about the result of what may be 
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past or in agitation to Hastings or my detriment, wait with patience the 
fortune that attends us. Clavering as usual supplies the want of atgument with 
scurtility and general abuse, and sensible of the prejudice of the publick, 
takes every occasion to fill the records with illiberal insinuations. The other 
day he introduced (es applicable to Hastings and myself) the sentiments 
delivered by Lord George Germaine and a gentleman of the House of 
Commons whose name | have forgot, on the manner of sending out Com- 
missioners to India. These speeches whatever grounds may have been given 
for them, | am convinced, could not have been offered by such distinguished 
personages to involye every character in the east, but were pointed to the 
men and to the occasion that gave rise to the debate. However be that as it 
may, | flatter myself, neither the one nor the other of the Hoa’ble speakers 
will be pleased to have been made Clavering a channel! of invective against 
two men who were as much the choice of the Minister as the other three 
equally named by him, and who, 1 am confident, will to the best of their 
abilities discharge the trust with which they are vested. Whether they merit 
praise or be subject to censure, let the present state of the East India. 
Company and the benefits flowing to Great Britain from their attention to the 
interests confided to them decide. 

Mr. Francis whom, ! mentioned to you in a former letter to be more 
guarded and more moderate than Clavering, had, I find, his particular view for 
the conduct be observed ; his object was to preserve to Mr, Bristow the station 
he held of Resident at the Court of Oude. This not beieg effected, he has 
decidedly opposed on all occasions, and with much good sense and ingenuity 
questioned particularly the measure undertaken by the Governor and myself 
of forming a complete registry of the ianded property of the country. The 
difference of men, customs and manners he totally disregards in his disquisi- 
tion of the subject, and writes direct for amode of cessing the country that 
must be against the interests of the Governinent, bécause it is not from the 
genius of the people in that state to admit of so summary a system. as he lays 
down for the revenue. The rights of the commonaity which none of the regula- 
tions have as yet had force on the zemindars to define and fix, are still unsettled, 
and every art has been used by the lords of the land to evade compliance in a 
point that must emancipate the vassal and give hima known legal property 
independant of his lord. But Mr. Francis is not oversolicitous about this; he 
talks of zemindaries as of estates in Europe, forgetting that in a measure 
which shall throw much wealth into the haniis of any feudal chief, he arms 
him against the Government and raises within the Government a power that 
may be dangerous to the estate. Conceive to yourself Bengal divided and 
split into « number of principalities, holding under the English Government 
as Benares does, and then at any time or on any occasion the Rajahs 
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confiderating. Under such cireumstances will any man in his senses Imagine 
the very being of the English not to be at risk ? The thing is self-evident, and 
Mr. Francis is totally mistaken in arguing from the policy of European states, 
since the abolition of feudal tenures took place amongst them, since property 
became imore diffused and-since the vassal became emancipated, In short 
there ig evident danger in adopting Mr, Francis’s ideas, who makes no 
distinction between using the zemindars in the just relation they stand unte 
Govertiment as mere collectors of the revenue and Jords of the manor, and 
making them independant princes (like the ze mindars of Benares} of 
provinces as extensive a Burguody when it aided the English arms against 
France: I fear to weary you by dwelling longer on a controversy that has 
wasted much paper'and which will be submitted to you in the Governor's 
dispatches, and 1 should pot have touched upon it here but im order to 
vindicate myself from the imputation of inconsistency in having approved 
the ministration of semindars instead of farmers of the revenue and then for 
having assented to an investigation of the revenue, elt, ef, Adiew. My dear 
Sister 

P.S.—You will show my letter to Mr. Savage as | do not believe T shall 
be able to write to him. | 


No. 929, 

To Mas. Mary BARWELL CALCUTTA, 

The 4ts¢ March, 1777- 
My Deag SISTER, 

No advices since the 2gth of May last by the Suez conveyance having 
been received, the same state of suspence prevails, and various conjectures 
ate formed of what may be the result of the opposing votes of the Directors 
and Proprietors on the differences that have arisen and-stii] continue in our 
Councils. {fo the opinions of many, it is supposed, no changes will be made, 
and that the coimmission of Government will be suffered to expire without 
alteration: For myself T know not what judgment to form, I see on one hand 
the powerful interest of Clavering operating to Hastings's and my prejudice, 
and on the other the third year of the commission far advanced with no 
decisive mexsure adopted by the Ministry te deprive Mr, Hastings of his 
Government. | say no decisive measure for | regard not that to be such 
taken ona ballot of the Directors and opposed in the Proprietory, because 
participation, must have carried it through against any popular and jarring 
jnterests that could possibly have combated [t. I have therefore all along 
regarded it as the particular measure of Clavering's connections which Lord 
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North did nov chuse to check but feft to make the trial, declining himself any 
interference in the prosecutions of their scheme. Persuaded as | am that oo 
fortuitous support can avail Mr. 4. and oryself against any real intention of the 
Minister to a change, | can place'no reliance but on his disposition to keep 
things on their present footing. The interest of a state combines, or should 
combine, the welfare of every constituent part, and these parts in a degree to 
the justness of their proportions, and to their disposition giving duration, 
strength and. activity to the whole political fabrick, must be as much the 
object of & great Minister's attention, as their effect. Unless faction can 
impate to him so much madness 26 to suppose he looks for consequences 
entirely foreign and totally-opposite to the means that produce them. That 
the Government has no interest whatever distinct from the people ina 
position self-evident, however much the subtlety of argument may have 
involved it and rendered |Lequivocal to the apprehensions of many. Nor have 
the Company more than individuals cause to repine at contributing in 
proportion to their ability, an ability they derive under the protection of that 
Government to which they would pretend to deny a participation. What 
the Administration may resolve upon respecting the Company is a question 
beyond my depth to determine. Of this however [am satisfied that wisdom 
and policy must yield to the Company all that is essential to their prosperity 
and preservation.. The passions and prejudices of the vulgar do not ground 
the actions of statesmen, and the Company and whatever odium they lay 
under will, | should suppose, merit the Minister's care in any settlement he 
may make. With these sentiments it would be the height of folly In me to 
instigate my friends to an opposition to any settlement the Administration 
may be inclined to make; it would be unavailing whatever might be urged 
by factious leaders to the contrary, in order to Impose on the unthinking 
part of mankind and render their credulity and passions subservient to their 
own views. In shorl, my dear Sister, whatever fortune attends me in this 
country, whether | prosper by the Minister’s. favor or retire before the 
prevailing interest of Clavering, engage in no opposition and join not in any 
eabals formed to obstruct the Minister's measures ina future settlement with 
the Company. J shall not hold you vindicated in any opposition unless a 
personal attack compelis you to justification of Hastings or of myself. 


No 530. 
TO Mrs. BARWELL. CALcutTa, 


The 30sf March, 79, 
My Dear Sister, - Pot Ls 


My letter of this date gives you my political creed in pretty express 
terms, and | mean, if occasion offers, that you should impress a just idea of 
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my implicit reliance on the wisdom of Administration. If there be any bar to 
my being employed in the Bengal Council, T am conten! to relinquish my 
station, whether I be or be not gratified in any other way, Fairly tired out 
with contention, | feel an. indolence about me that inclines me to retirement, 
unless | could depend and had assurance of such support as would encourage 
me to bear the unpleasant burden, and excite the extrtion of any little 
powers that might be serviceable ta the publick, and honorable to myself, 
But while my apprehensions are alarmed, and Iam taught to believe that 
every villainous aspersion. will carry the force of truth, | am- almost indlffer- 
ent, at least 1 have not that solicitude about me, which co active a Govern- 
ment and such complicated scenes require. Could [ be removed to Fort 
Saint George, or could | be translated to the charge of the Company's 
commercial Interests linre, with powers independent of the Council General, 
and at the head of a Board not exceeding six members, though | would rather 
chuse it to consist of four only, either of these changes would be a relief 
tome. Inthe first I should hope te answer the united views of the Ministry 
and Company, and in the latter which would not be very agreeable lo my 
turn of mind, prove.a good commercial agent, in which capacity | should 
have time to realize my fortune, and wait a season of less prejudice to return 
to England, for it is terrible to me at least to think of the prejudices that 
prevail, if they do as] am informed involve all Indians without distinction. 
Besides since my marriage, | am less anxious about Europe, and more 
inclined to pursue Fortune im the Esst, than step forward in the western 
world ander the banner of the Ministry with greater obstacles (than are 
opposed to me in a scene | am acquainted with, | consider, I should appear 
in England asa stranger, and if my attachment to the ruling power in the 
State: gave me- any consideration with the rulers, f should be regarded with 
impatience even by many associated in the same cause. At the same time, 
| should have my feeling daily wounded by illiberal abuse cast at random by 
the opposing faction. An active scene m England, of course, is not a desirable 
object tome. |am convinced it would disteact my peace of mind, and so 
ill can my spirit brook wrongs, that it would probably carry me into extremes 
that would either eost me my life; or foree me to Ay my country, to save it 
from the rigor of the law. And yet I think my temper so well regulated as 
to be proof against the impulse of sudden rage, capable of bearing much, 
though to some occasions my patience, | acknowledge, would not be equal. 
Wut those are you have already one instance given you in 1775, and there 
may be others, under which I might prove equally culpable. My dear 
Friend, excuse the faults of my nature. | know your partial regard makes 
you anxious to see me step into life in England, and that it Ratters you with 
prospects in my favor far beyond what my abilities will answer. | speak it 
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not out of modesty, thoroughly acquainted with my own deficiencies | pro- 
nounce myself ill qualified for the path of ambition that it would please you 
to é€ngape me in. 

| have written some letters of recommendation to you from those urging 
it to me, whom | could not well refuse, bat it tg not my wish that you should 
notice them by any particilar exertions on your part. You will therefore 
regard them as things of course, and be deviated in any attention you give 
them by circumstances, for | meant not either to waste my interest or yours, 
in the views of men to whom | have no particular attachment, though! would 
willingly serve them if it fell in my way without laying myself under obligation 
to others, This intimation Is necessary as your affection niight otherwise 
interpret such letters to be entitled to an attention from you I do not. require, 

I enclose you some extraordinary dispositions taken before the Supreme 
‘Court of Judicature on the transactions of the Armenian, who was countenan- 
ced by Clevering and his faction. They are merely to give the uninformed an 
insight into the character of the man who has been Clavering’s instrument 
to villify me, and who has heen represented to the publich as being 
undéservedly treated by me in being deprived of his saltagency. Such a 
monster of barbarity stands, however, not only exposed, bul cast for such high 
damages that he will with difficulty, | think, be able to answer them. He has 
retired to the Dutch Settlement to elude, if possible, the decision of the Bench. 
How long he will continue there, or the Dutch Government give him 
protection, time will shew. Many illiberal insinuations have passed froim 
Clavering on the prosecutions commenced against this man, none of which 
have | noticed, in the persuasion trath would overbear the malevolant 
spirit that dictated them and expose the arts by which Clavermg would 
screen such a villain from justice, and represent him as suffering in the 
publick cause, * because he had dared to charge me with having profitted 
from the salt contracts" a thing | all along avowed, and at no one lime made 
a secret of, 

About 2 month since I moved the Council to demand the accounts of the 
Rajah of Burdwan's household; this motion passed, and an order was issued 
to the Council of Burdwan, to apply for the accounts. To this: application, 
the Rannee, or mother of the Rajah, replied, the household Dewan having 
relinquished his office, had nothing to do with the accounts, that she would 
neither deliver the particulars in explanation of her short made-up abstract 
of the household, or submit the vouchers to inspection, In consequence much 
altercation has passed on the right. of Government te make this demand. 
Ciavering and Francis violently contest it, declaring it an arbitrary act of 
power, Pray read with attention the Governor's Minutes on this subject.; they 
exhibit in a striking light the conduct of the late Majority and the shameleas 
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effrontery of the opposition, attempting to reconcile positive contradictions. 
Their motive in supporting the Rannee in her refusal is best known to them- 
selves—mine for calling for the accounts were information | received of the 
zemindar's income being dissipated by the Rannee, to gratify the Household 
Dewan who has been long her kept gallant, and of donations to the amount 
of upwards of two lacs for removing Brijookissore and Prankissore Metre, at 
or near the period the Majority turned those men out of office, to introduce 
two of Nuncamar's recommendation, and to make the Rannez the guardian 
to her son, and the disposer of the income of his ¢state, My ‘information 
| have every reason to credit, it coincides with the communication made to 
the Governor. But it was neither prudent nor necessary to make any charge, 
while the more moderate and direct mode offered of calling for the accounts, 
and vouchers of the bouseholi) disbursements. What will result from this 
inquiry is immaterial to the question of right—the Government can or cannot 
demand the accounts, If it cannot, those who are no more than the stewards 
to the young zemindar, are subject to no controul, and may dispose of the 
property of their ward at thetr pleasure, without being accountable for their 
management to any jurisdiction whatever. Had the Rajah been of age, and m 
the management of his own affairs, the General and Mr. Francis would be 
right, though even then, upon their principles, the Government may sel on fixot 
any inguisition it pleases. Witness the number of commisstons, the late 
Majority gave to different peoples to ransack the country for papers, and the 
support given those commissioners in the exercise of a lnwiess severity to 
jafluence the zemindars to make up accounts, to answer their views, Striking 
are the actions of Rosewell In Midnapore, John Sumner in Hidglee and 
Heatly in Jessore. But Rosewell’s transcends all: he promised to éxcuse the 
payment of the publick revenue to any amount the zemindars would charge 
against the officers of Government, who had heen entrusted with the 
collections, This not fully answering, he put the people under restraint, and, 
because one Narrainsutputty remonstrated against his proceedings, be 
recommended to the Council of Burdwan to strip him of his hereditary lands, 
under the plea of seizing them for ballances he affirms to be due from the 
man on some commercial transaction with the Company, 45 such an example, 
hie says, will greatly facilitate his endeavors, by deterring others who have the 
presumption to demurr to his orders, or iv other words ‘ not to act agreeably 
to his views.” The Burdwan Consultations on Mr. Rosewell’s transactions at 
Midaapore, clearly show what any man of principle or honor would blush ta 
countenance, and yet though such absurdity, knavery, and folly, are combined 
in this man's actions, they have found for advocates Genera! Clavering and 
Mr. Francis, who say, he is an unhappy victim to his zeal which has exposed 
the corruption of the creatures of the old Government—shameless impudence, 
26 
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when nothing more is exposed than simple disbursements in the course of 
business, and intercourse of the parties, which no Government under the sun 

can prevent, and which only become criminal when complained against. 
The inquisitions thus set on foot by the late Majority have cost the Company 
@ stim not Jess than (crs: 1,40,000 ) current rupees one hundred and forty 
thousand, of which Rosewell, has drawn about 25,000, to stimulate his zeal. 

If I get a particular account of the acquisitors and their charges attested 
by the Accomptant, | will send it, but I apprehend from the disbursements 
on this head being made from different offices, that it cannot be prepared 
$0 accurately as to'allow of an attestation to a complete and full statement, 
However, what he can trace to have been actually paid for these inquisitions, 
he may attest, and prove in: part what J affirm, that the late Majority have 
expended of the Company’s property, at least 1,40,000 rupees, for no other 
purpose than to prosecute their own resentments, and from which no one 
single advantage was proposed, or could possibly arise to the public. Yet 
two of that Majority when an explanation of an abstract account delivered 
to the Board is asked for, and the vouchers to prove the disbursements 
pretended to be made demanded, tell us we have no right to make such 
a request. To what end then, may | ask, was it stipulated that accounts 
showld be regularly delivered into Government? If Government cannot 
investigate them when delivered, was it done in mockery of the common 

sense of the Directors; and to impose on them, with a show of attention to 
the disbursements of the Burdwan Rajah's household ? That was never intended. 
If so ! have nothing to urge, and Clavering and Francis are entirely consis- 
tent in their present opposition. 

Tell Mr. Robinson, Mr. Wordsworth is to be removed from his present 
employment in a few days, that! have secured him a place in Mr. Law's 
family at Patna, and an income of 200 sicca Rupees or crs. 232 per month, 
as Assistant at that factory, and further make my apology for not writing 
to him. 

I shall write to you again by the Men of War. Inthe mean time remember 
me to my sister Fanny, and tell her, if she will pive me a specimen of her 
taste in the choice of a quantity of neat mahogany furniture, whith you will pay 
for, and get James to send out, by buying up the privileges of some of the 
tnates, carpenters, gunners, etc., of the India slips, I shall be much obliged 
toher, Any elegant useful sore: not the tinsell shewy good for nothing 
things Indians are generally supposed to be fond of, will be acceptable, | 
should likewise be obliged, if you could get purchased for me in France, and 
gent out on the French ships, four pairs of looking glasses, 6 or 7 feet long by 
4 feet broad, without frames as the French frames are seldom elegant, though 
their glasses are much superior to ours The frames may be made in 
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England, if you cannot depend on their being made by any particuiar pattern 
in frame. At any rate the plasses must pot be packed [ramed, as they run 
mach greater risk of being broke, from the increased largeness of their 
package; and the warping of the frames. The frames and plasees therefore 
must have separate packages. Atthe same time you send the commission 
for the glasses, you will not forget remnants of fashionable silla for men's 
cloaths, and some handsome light silk brocades (no gold nor silver) for 
women’s gowns and sacks. V.8. | mean by mahogany furniture com- 
modes, dressing and tra tables, large bureaus, cloths presses, book cases, 
arm chairs and couches, any of these picked up at any of the public sales, 
will anawer my purposes as well as if they were new. 


[ To de continued. ] 
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FHE LATE MOS? REVEREND GA, LEFROY, D.0., .0.L. 
Loiehe Mletrircilitiun ail beeline! (hepa, 


By tual perviesnes ‘od 


Miners Bourse & Shepherd 


Gl Retter from George Cornish, 
Gide-de-Eamp fo Sir Zohn SBore, 
Governor-General, during an 


Official Sour in 1797. 





(GEORGE Cornish was the son of James Cornish of West Teignmouth 

Devon, by his wife, Margaret, daughter of the Rev. William Floyer, 
the descendant of a Devonshire family, for many generations seated at 
Floyer's Hayes, near Exeter. His sister, Charlotte, had married Sit John 
Shore, subsequently Governor-General of India, in February, 1786. George 
had fallen deeply in love with Sarah: Kestell, the last representative of an old 
Cornizh family. But George was 4 younger son, and in Royal Marine Corps 
which he had joined in t780, John Kestell looked higher for his daughter. 
Sarah was motherless; but her aunt encouraged the young couple to defy 
the old gentleman. Sarah waited until she wasay and then went to London 
and married her lover in 1792. They went to France together, but the 
outbreak of the war pit a speedy end to their honeymoon George accepted 
the post of Aid-de.Camp to his brother-in-law, who was just returning to 
india as Governoc-General, though it involved separation from his wile, who 
was notin a condition to travel. Almoot the very moment of his embarkation 
a message reached him telling himoof tle birth of his first-born son, whoin 
he was not to see until the child was four years old. Letters at that Hme 
took four to nine months to reach India. 

The eoeasion of thts letter was ile visit of the Gévérnor-Genetal to the 
Nabaly of Qude, to insist on the carrying out of certain reforms: Letters 
from Sir Jolin Shore which illustrate this expedition are printed in "' The 
Life of John Lord Teignmouth,” by hie son Lord Teignmouth, London, 
B43, 2 Vols, but some additional details as to the negotiations with 
the Naboly af Oude are given In this letter. The cottage of which 
George Cornish dreamed should be built on the slope of Salcombe: fill was 
ortually orected, or rather the manor liouge was built. inskead in which 
Grorge Cornish and his wife died. The letter in ite complete form conastets 
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of 56 quarto pages, very closely written The remainder of it is of interest 
to none but his family. 





BENARES, 
The &th February, 1797- 


| have begun as soon as | possibly could the history of this new 
expedition. | set out from Calcutta on the and February, and arrived here 
on the 7th, a distance of about 450 miles, whereas my last route ‘here by 
the windings of the river made it goo. [ was carried night and day in 4 
palanquin on men’s shoulders, sets of bearers were placed at stages about 
to miles apart. Great part of the road, at least 250 miles, is cut through a 
forest and about roo yards on each side of the oad is cut down parallel! 
with jt, so that you may now securely pass without being pounced upon by a 
tiger. The road is through hills filled with line trees in great variety and a 
multitude of flowering shrubs, The contrast from the eternal flat of Bonga! 
1 found peculiarly gratifying, and, could I have wlept (which my companion 
General D. did perfectly) | should have found no inconvenience from the 
journey. A night's rest has set me perfectly right, and. | never was better 
in my life. 

“1 found Sir John, who had preceeded me by a day, equally well, and 
yesterday some part of the puppet show began io a visit to the grandson of 
the famous Shah Allam, the quondsm Great Mogal, who you know still 
lives at Delhi, allowed the poor remains of state in his house by the 
Mahrattas, who, among the divisions of that great empire of which Dethi 
was the capital, have possessed themselves of the districts round it. The 
history of this country I conclude you have now made yourself acquainted 
with ; I shall therefore proceed in my account of our visit. 

"The eldest son was seated on a sofa in a small temple supported by 
pillars, and open on all sides but that on which be sat. Sir John approached 
in front, made his salzam and then presented to the Begum under a screen 
some money on a clean handkerchief, he alter this presented the son with 
the same sum. | performed the same ceremony, I tried to get a peep at 
the lady as the screen opened a little, but 1 could not see, but IT saw very 
plainly a very pretty girl, | conclude an attendant, pot darker than nankeen, 
We sat down and conversed for some little time. 

‘' When the signal for departure was given the prince took off the robe 
from himself and put it on Sir John, alter which he placed his turban on his 
head, put a large string of pearls round his neck, a large broad belt over bis 
shoulder to which hung a cutlass, and gave him also a shield, A shawl was 
also thrown over his shoulders, but the ceremony ended not here, cach 
separately returned to his golden state palanquin absolutely greased with 
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otter of roses. Jn the same masquerade we travelled through dust and heat 
three miles in procession to two visits where precisely the same ceremony 
took place. [got two new handsome shawla for my trouble, at least I 
thought so, and hugged mysell in the recompense, but alas! they will he 
sold at an auction for the benefit of the Company, although [have taken na 
oath to prevent my receiving presents: * * * Jam now preparing for 
another visit of the same description, or if it varies, I will tell you of it. 
| have received all your dear letters by the first flees. Althougt) | had received 
those- of two months latest date, it was before a broken cham, and these are 
golden links—they are just-after Bessy's marriage whilst you were at Exeter. 

“This renowned chief Zemaun Shah must be a pracipal hero ii my 
history now. He has killed all the people he suspected of writing conceming 
his manceuvres, and we cannot get very good accounts of him. Reports were 
yesterday that he was retiring, but to-day’s accounts tell ws he perseveres in 
his intention of invading Hindostan- We shall dee; in the mean time évery 
preparation is inaking for his reception; they say he has neither artillery 
or foot with him, but aboul 490,000 well-appointed and well-disciplined 
cavalry ; these have not yet tasted grape from an English park ol artillery. 

“Our visit yesterday to 2 Hindoo Raja was attended with somte variety, a 
tunultuous rabble makes part of every procession in this country, and when 
we arrived at tle gates of his garden a great number of people rushed in 
with us. At firat | could not discover the cause of this unusual rudeness, 
but immediately on entering the gate | found myself néarly tripped up, and 
on looking to discover the cause | observed that the whole of the passage 
(about 200 yards) to the pavilion where the Rajah sat, was laid with new 
cloth, which | conclude became the perquisite of the best scrambler. After 
Sit John had passed, as | was not impelled by the same impatience as the 
rabble they soon divided me from the rest, and finding mysell in danger of 
being thrown down and growing at the same time a little-angry at bemg 
hustled, | applied my sheathed hanger in all directions, and by this nxeans 
contrived to walk securely the rest of the way. 

“On our arrival we were received by tye Rajah and etitertamed witha 
nauteh, and the best music | lave heard In the country. When we were 
shout to take our departure about fifty trays full of shawls and other manu. 
{actunes, with two immense diamonds and other jewels were presented to 
Sir John, but which he refused, with some horses, ome of winch, as t casitrat 
mount mysell so well elsewhere, | mean to have the oun of during my expe- 
digion. This, with another will, T bape, be all my dignity will require, for at 
present [ am spending more money than | like aud as yet | know not. 
whether I am to be re-embursed. My journey above has cost me nearly 
£ioe. Before my window.are now parading 12 elephants caparisoned in 
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silver, with gold cloth howdahs, there are likewise camels, end groups of 
horses; these are the attendants of the yarious ambassailors, Nabobs and 
Rajahs, who have all come to pay their respects to Sir John, He hes been 
engaged these three days in receiving. a multitade of them, of various 
réligions and manners, but the varieties are not ¢asily discriminated by an 
European, their dress and habits being very similar. [ yesterday saw the 
Sikh Chiefs, or rather ambassadora sent by them. The Sikhs are a new 
people, an emanation from the Hindoos, but among whom there is no caste, 
and any man of any nation tay be admitted into thetr fraternity. Their 
religion is now nearly pure theism, connected with some superstition 
attendant always on a people not much enlightened: They are divided into 
many independent chieftainships but always unite in defence of each other, 
at last they have hitherto done so, and thereby caused a formidable 
bartier to the irruptions of the northern powers) Zemaun Shah however fell 
upon some of them unawares, conquered them and bought off others, and the 
same horrors: are now carrying of among them as may be read of in the 
Maccabees: carrying away captive, rooting ont whole nations in the true wld 
style of going to war, when -as they say, fought the battle for his chosen 
people, but as I cannot believe the blasphemy, I will mot write the werd, A 
lew of the chiefs, in consequence of his halt, have recovered from their conster- 
nation and are now assembling together with the Mahrattas, who,-as Hindoos, 
are implacable enemies to the Mahommedan Zemaun Shah —— not that 
there ever can be any pérsecution on the part of a Hindoo, because no man 
can be admitted within the pale of his religion; but the Mahommedans ol the 
present day are just as barbarous in this respect as the Christians were e 
little age, The Shah bas sent adetachment on, but to-day brings but litile 
news respecting his mancenvres; but a famous fellow who has just destroyed 
4 formidable bandit is coming to-day, and to-morrow we set off for Jaunpoor, 
about two and thirty miles from here, to meet the Nabob. * * & 
«We set out from Benares two or three days ago, since which time | have 
been occupicd in affairs of state and have not been able to write. We ast off 
about four o'clock in the morning, elther in palanquins, on élephants, or on 
rseback, Yesterday we Were. met by 500 horse as Sir John’s body-guard 
and to-day are within one stage of the Nabob. We have passed through 
the most beautiful and highly cultivated country, planted with groves of 
mango trees, ender which our tents are pitched and the wholé scene forms a 
most animated and picturesque uppearavoe, Elephants, camels, horses, 
oxen, sepoys and horsemen disposed of in different parties and groups of the 
different castes and religions preparing their dinner. This is the life of all 
‘othire that suits Sir John, arid I never-saw him in higher spirits, * + 
On our arrival this morning at the tents, there were six very fine horees 
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which the Nabob had sent fora present, we had Lefore this ten of his horses 
in cur sulte finely caparisoned but we all prefer our own horses and English 
saddles. It is hardly possible to compute the multitude that is already with 
us, hut to-morrow. we meet the Nabob'+ Vizier, and as be is the most <plendid 
emaoution of the Grand Mogul cmpire now remaining, your imagination ‘thas 
something to rest upon, We marched thir morning de usual and in about 
two hours arrived at the rivuiet which divides the English Empire from the 
Nabob's dominions. We crossed it and were proceeding, but the Nabob sent 
a message and begged not to advance, s0 we halted, having previously, sent 
on the five hundrel horse which formed two tines, Just as they had done sa 
the Nabob was observed advancing with one elephant only, om which he 
rode, and a few of bis court on horse back. He got down with apparent 
impatience to embrace Sir Jatin who also. got down, and they met.and 
embraced All our elephants. were kneeling, and we all got out of our 
howdahs in compliment to His Highness, but alter they had met each ascended 
his own ¢lphant and proceeded = as soon as we had passed our own horse & 
anmberiess row of caparisoned elephants were arranged on each side, [reaps 
of all descriptions were drawn up, the stamping of horses, the noise of the 
cannon, the shouts:of trumpets, the continued roar of drums and the screaius 
of their discordant wind instruments with the bawling of the people and the 
crles of beggars exhibited a scene new and interesting tome, The back of 
an elephant is the only situation in which a scene of this kind can be reviewed 
to advantage, and I never before could attach insignificance to.a horse, but in 
comparison with this animal it really appeared contemptible, although thare 
were, among the number that surrounded us, as many beautifal horses we | 
ever saw. After having proceeded about three miles through this clatter and 
confusion we got Inte his camp. In his tent was 4 breaklast provided where, 
after having been embraced by the Nabob, [ sat down dusty and hot and 
devoured a very hearty meal. While we were at breakfast buffoons enter- 
rained ws with gross and indecent tricks, one tn particular exhibited a most 
ludicrous representation of the Hindoo worship. Néw it Is from the industry 
of these people that the......draws the whole of his revenue—about two 
millions sterling. After these came a nautch, and thet some fine horses 
were ted in. From this tent we removed to another, where an immense 
display of shawls, ete, were exhibiled os presents. These, as uyual, were 
réfused, but each of us was desired to chouse a shawl, which mow lies before 
me, and which would make you a very nice winter gown, In my choioe | had 
this in-view. Ido not know whether tam to keep il, or whether this also is 
to be sent to the auction, 

“The Nabob is fat; very dark, has a royal impetuosity of speech, an open 
mouth, a dull intelleet, a quick propensity to mischief and vice, bul no energy 

23 


110 RENGAL |) PAST & PRESENT. 


=> ss __ _ 


of mind: He is'about 40, but tds conduct is that of a worthless school boy, 
General Martine, who has known him these thirty years, during the greater 
part of which time he bas resided in his country, this morning amused me 
with some anecdotes about him. Ove, which happened yesterday, made me 
feel a repugnance at his embrace, although he might have executed justice 
however dreadfully severe. Some affray happened ina village close to his. 
encampment, in which one of his men was killed, upon which he immediately 
‘gent a party, cut off the head of the chief of the village and seized a number 
of the inhabitants, but what hae been their fate since I know not., This 1s 
summary justice, but over man or beast he has no control, and this expedition 
at this season when the com is standing will desolate his own country almost 
as much as if the enemy were passing through it, He has lately grown more 
capricious and-cruel. Many of his barbers fave just fallen. under his dis- 
pleasure, and if they spring a. hair or make the slightest scar he immediately 
orders their noses to’ be cut off and banished his kingdom, According to the 
accounts | have received and whieh | believe thore.ts no reason to doubt, the 
amusements of ‘Tiberius at Capua must in comparison with those of this 
beast have been clegant and refined. We shall proceed in company 
to-morrow to his capital. * # = 58 After breakfast I «went out 
on an elephant for the purpose of shooting, bul, found it too hot, and returned, 
passing through a wood a limb of a tree impeded our progress. At least | 
was apprehensive it would come across 4ne as the elephant went on. His 
driver, however, told him to take 1t down. and put it under his legs as he 
walked on which he did immediately and passed over such ground as no 
horse could approach. 1 never get on these animals but they astonish me by 
their actions. On going through a market a thousand fittle things are 
displayed on the ground, On approaching these | have felt for the poor 
people's property, conceiving all must he destroyed, but J never saw them 
touch anything. HH by ill usage or other catises the animal has been made 
angry and a cbild fell im sts way it invariably toak it ip and laid it ina place 
‘of safety. 

“ About 4 o'clock the Nabob came to pay 4 visit to Sir John in State, and 
oy lis taking eave the same kind of presents were laid before him as he had 
ihe day before offered Sir John, these however he took. Whilst we sat ‘at 
dinner a Persian newspaper wes brought in, this was the history of the day, 
something like this. " His Highness atter'a sweet and happy sleep and after 
having undergone his evacuations, purifications, dressing and prayer” (for 
which ceremony there is a compound Indian word) “he ascended his 
elephant.” [t thew goes on to relate the events, the substance of which | 
have already given. Ii he has any feeling he must have been strack with 
remorse on his route this morming—a very large village had been totally 
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abandoned and burnt: It was abandoned by the people in consequence of 
their chief being incapable: of paying a sum of money which the Nabob 
demanded of him—they dreading that vengeance might fall on them for the 
flight of the Zemindar—and burnt by the Nabob to allay his disappointment. 
lt is to induce him (6 govern his country better that we have come bite; 
these are the people on whom such clé¢gant and pathetic eloquence has heen 
bestowed respecting the benevolence of their government’ i comparison to 
what the natives suffer ander our own, The natives however koow better, 
and sre perpetually migrating from this government and putting themselves 
under otirs, where they know their persons and property are protected, 
This Nabob, you know, is our grand ally: His father attacked us without 
the smallest provocation on our part. We fought the battle of Buxar and 
beat him completely in.so much that he came in to our camp on uncondi- 
tional terms, Policy told us that. we had already empire enough—whether 
good policy or no is another question here—and we give him back his country 
on condition of tits paying an annual tribute. It was supposed that his country 
bordering on a fierce people would be a batrier to ours; Insteaid of this, on 
the present occasion some of his people have actually invited them in for 
the purpose of driving usaway. The renowned chief however Zemaun Shah 
that has set us all in motion isa his retreat to his own country fearing an 
invasion from the Persian side, and not liking probably the formidable 
preparations going on here to receive him, Before he quitted Lahore he 
committed auch horrors that it is supposed he does not again mean to. come 
back. Our existence depends on this barrier being preserved, it ts therefore 
necessary to take measures.accordingly. Thr object is to restore this low 
brote to his senses, to recall the gentiemen to his court which haye heen 
banished by the lowest and most profligate wreteles which he has lately 
chosen for his companions and make him again # respectable and formidable 
ally, and not depose another Nabob—which by the way he richly deserves, 
and his people would hail the day, His family also were conquerors and 
foreigners, we have therefore these rights which from the beginning of time 
have been held of some value by mankind. This morning he came in whilst 
we were at breakfast without ceremony and the conversation turned on the 
establishment of colleges, for he has neither collere nor court of justice In 
his whole dominions; There is however one nominal court but the influence 
of any great mat about him totally destroys its efficacy. He held his mouth 
wide-open at this, but would say nothing. His ambassador at Calcutta, 
who is now with us, is one of the most extraordinary men of the East. | 
believe there is not such another. He was originally a well taught man In 
their condition but his association with the English has made him acquainted 
with all their studies, He has translated Sir Isaac Newton's /*rincipia into 
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Arabic, is: seriously a great mathematician, and is now applying himself 
assiduously to the Greek language, His knowledge of our laws and modes of 
governing would, had he doe influence with the Nabob, make this country a 
paradise—as it is I never saw anything like tt. The mango trees, which 
bear the finest fruit in the world are ay large as a large oak and in general 
much larger; these are planted in such a manner that the whole country 
has the effect of a magnificient park containing standing com instead of turf, 
The question how this country can be so highly cultivated under such a 
government will naturally arise. The whole country is farmed by two or 
three powerful men, the cultivation does not require such an expensive 
apparatus as in England, and a very. little capital enables the farmer to 
begin, These great farmers never leave him a farthing more, it ts necessary 
however that he should have them in order that their revenges be produced, 
The people are strongly attached to their native land and ages of oppression 
have taught them to submit, they therefore annually work for their subsis. 
tence. Interest here stops the hand of oppression, sometimes they are not 
sufliciently politic, and the people run away. Under such circumstances all 
is lost tothe great man and the dread of this pives them @ certain degree of 
indépendance ; and whilst they are contented with just food enough for the 
year they may maintain this, But if ever by accident any of them have 
found means to accumulate a little sum, their presumption never fails to 
meet with its reward. One of these great renters is allowed an immense 
sum of money, which he deducts from the revenges, for the support of an 
army in thelr collection. This army he lias continued to attach strongly to 
himself so as to excite some alarm in the Nabot, and were it not for the 
English, he would soon depose him. War influence however preserves the 
Nabob's supetiutity, and whenever he compliments hiny with a visit, the 
great farmer is obliged to make what is called a floor of gold, “This is liter- 
ally to cover the Aoor of the audience room with golil mohurs, which. just 
makes the sam of ten thousand pounds. . 

| marched this morning with the Nabob in a parallel line with the road 
lo our tents, and the greater part of our route twas through cornfields As 
we were_all mounted on elephants and followed by a multitude on camels, 
horses, and on foot, you may conclude what was corn on ou’ approach 
became dung after we had passed over it. The elephants alone, as they go 
along, wind round their trunks great bundies of it and stuff it into thelr 
mouths, but what they leave must be wholly destrpyed, When the Nabob 
moanted his praises were sung, or rather shouted, and as he passed through 
an immense crowd of lus poople he received salaames from all. Many of their 
elephants knelt down whilst they hailed their master as he passed. After 
this ceremony we filled off forthe hunting. The Nabob looked asi! he had 
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been drunk the night before, and he missed two or three shots which made 
him tather sulky * * © ds well as ] can recollect we must 
have killed about 20 partridges andas many quails, about five hares, three 
foxes, some ducks and other birds, with a great suinber of ploners. As this 
ground had been passed by his encampment = few days before, the great 
game had all abandoned it, so that we saw neither tiger, leopard, deer or 
hog; but a good humoured fellow, the Nabob's: brother, in-law prontises me & 
true royal hunt. On his last party hefore he came to meet Sir John, the 
Resident at Lucknow informed me that he {the Nabob) proceeded in this 
manner shunting with fifteen hundred elephants in aline. Any man that 
brought him a bird received & rupee, two bags full of which preceeded 
him carried by two men, and if @ line hare, a deet or an antelope was 
brought to him he generally gave ten. | sw a parrot brought to him, for 
which he paid immediately. There are but two of three gentlemen in England 
that persevere in hawking; we had a great number this morning with ws, 
and they never missed when they loosed at a bird, lt was a cool morning, 
in consequence of a little rain which fell last night, and we avoided the duat 
by going through the corm, which was not my Fault. | 

In. the meantime Zemam Shah continues to retreat lt he hadl gone 
down you may suppose we were not in the best possible state to receive him, 
taut another year I trust we shall again hevome disciplined and form- 
dable, although | do not think we shall have any further came of alarm 
from him. 

We march generally from ten to twelve milesa day, and as we travel 
with two sets of tents of course great nuniber of ourmen, camels anil 
elephants are on the ground before we strive, and we also leave a good 
many on the ground we set out from. Notwithstanding this, the whole road 
of our day's journey 1s literally crowded with men, animals and carts. We 
generally set out half an hour before day Jight preceeded by flambeaux. The 
mornings are still so cold that there je no necessity for this extreme alertness, 
bot it is Sir John's fun. it is so rate that he experiences such exuberant 
health that he hardly knows whiat to do with it. Visits have constantly 
passed between the Nabab and Sir John, he generally comes every day after 
breakfast without state, accompanied by an elephant carrying a vast quantity 
of game, among which 1 yesterday remarked a fine peacock which was much 
relished roasted at dinner. L have remarked our trampling down the corn as 
we pass along, it is impassile wholly to avoid this, but to give the devil his 
dus, | observed troops stationed to-day, to prevent it as ouch as possible 
Yesterday I saw about twenty of his horses, he has altogether about fwe 
thousand: which he keeps merely to look at, he never rides on: horseback 
himself, His brother-in-law, or some anch relation ‘has promised me some 
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exhibition ta-night—! conclude it is a Naatch, but as he means to be civil) 
shall attend him, * = - 

The elephant. drivers are the greatest pest of the Naboh’s camp, the 
elephants you know live on large branches of trees. In every village there 
are two or three wide-spreading hanyans which are in same degree sacred 
to the Hindoos who make up the mass of villagers and cultivators, these 
fellone fix on those trees for provender and exact frequently a considerable 
sum as a bribe to prevent their destruction. Our tents are constantly pitehed 
in inango proves, two little doves are now cooing over my head, and a: |ittle 
minor bied singing very prettily. The dloves are exactly like those In our 
garden. | need not say how many ideas it awakens. Ido not observe that 
the mango boughs are ever given to the clepliants, the tree from which they 
aré sopplied is very common and soon recovers its luxuriance. © *# 

This bas been a grand day, but | cannot convey to you any idea of it by 
description, however you shall have it. We <t out together with the Nabob 
this morning at 6-A.M,, alter having passed through the usual line of salutes 
from artillery and salaams from lia people, etc., we continued our route to’ 
his capltal, about seven miles, through an immense concourse of people. 
The miserable huts as we entered were crowded, roofs and all, and it appeared 
to me miraculous how the elephants on which we were mounted ayoided the 
multitude of beggars, for the most part blind, that threw themselves before 
us. As we advanced the town grew better, similar bands of music continued 
to serenade us a3 we passed along, with groups of nautch girls - dancing. 
I wever saw such a mass of people. On our arrival about joo yards from 
the palace gale (he atreet grew wider and many of the buildings were 
eovered with gold and silver tissue. After passing through the magnificent 
gate a splendid and elegant display of architecture exhibited itself, mosques. 
and pavillions of singular and beautiful forms, itis altogether an immense 
place. We entered the apartments destined for us immediately after break- 
fast. | fixed on one in the comer of which | am now wciting, The dimen- 
“ion of the whole are so uncommon that | have just paced it with wide 
steps, | counted 80, ani these were certainly yards. [It appears square 
aml supported by arches which form squares of about ao yards but the parti- 
tions are made by cloth rolled up or let down like curtains, As | occupy 
a corner one of my windows looks into a lange pond surrotinded ‘by stone 
steps and the other looks into a garden laid owtdn parterres, with Jittle 
pavillions in it, Near my apartment are hot baths which I bave just made 
use af to cleanse me from the dust of the moming, The Nabob begged 
hard that we might take up our residence In his palace, alihough the Resident 
had prepared a comfortable house for us, In my immense apartment there 
rs nothing but a casket covered with white clath and two or three low hed 
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with large pillows but in the rooms which | have mare by letting down the 
curtains | have placed what my tent supplied me with, all that is necessary for 
my confor. 

* © * Yesterday morning | strolled round the gardens which pre 
shady, and from the circumstance ol running water condacted through all 
the avenues it has an air of freshness. We breakfasted with the Nabob inca 
large cvarhle hall, after breakfast the trays were displayed and here 1 get 
another show! and such a one as T believe 1 could not procure elsewhere, 
From this he carried bs to 2 place when he displayed before us some European 
carriages, fine horses, a richly howdered elephant thirteen feet high and 
finally enibroidered palanquins. After this | went to visit General Martine 
whose house ia a sitigular curiosity, The external architecture bids defixnee to 
aoy relationship with the fine orders. It 4 charmingly situated on the banks 
ol the Goomty whith river In the rainy season rises about 06 feet, and entirely 
Kills one cet of apartments. The wholn ts secured by the strongest masonry 
and when (he #100 approaches hr takes his furniture out and occupies tan 
stories above these which are built over the tiver on an-arch supported by 
pier which reaches about one-fAilth actoss the river. When the water falle to the 
jevel which it occupies about eight months In the year the lower apartments 
are exactly even with the river which still runs fast and limpid, and look out 
under the arch which supports the upper story, These appartments are 
Aled with mod annually, but are annually painted and decorated. The 
history of this General Martine ts too long, he is however a very good fellow 
(a Swiss) He has lived here twenty years and has been 30 years in India. 
He i¢ worth mow from three to four millions of pounds sterling. The upper 
apartments are splendid, the walls covered with the largest mirrors | ever saw, 
and from the cetling as many lustres as could be disposed of with elegance 
all of the best and most splendid kind that our manufacturers have prodared. 
In these apartments about 49 Europeans dined yesterday among whom were 
eight or niine Indies. Many of these were officers here on Sir John's account, 
fiteen hundred additional trogps having been ordered to march hore to give 
dignity to our arrangements, tive rest were the people settled here. In the 
evening a very beautiful lisplay: of fire works was let off immediately opposite 
on the bank of the river, und in the middle, at the conclusion after the 
representation of a splendid temple, abost way places fron whence isaned 
an immense fountain of fire. This country is the’ Etna of fire works and 
although these were the finest | ever saw the General apologized for them, he 
had not had time for better. Fle seemnil to think then contemptible and 
told me I should, after seeing the display which the Nabob means to give us, 
This ftte ended by a ball and a supper, hut | preferred sleeping on the 
impression of the fire works * * * To-lay the Nabob breakfasted with 
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ut and the ceremony of the trays was performed, all af which he took away 
as wsual. We have rooms with fountains in the middle of them throwtng up 
water into spray: There are also apartments of singular construction, ina 
well shout 20 feet in diameter avd about 30 fect deep, the rooms are dug in 
from the sides of the well. { think there are four stories, We lowest of 
which is ona level with the water which is constantly drawn up and. let down 
again in spray or mist, Here | think the hot winds cannot penetrate, and if 
we remain here during the season, which is probable, | shall take up my 
residence about the centre, for it may be unliealthy lower, Near this is a 
place of worship. It forms a very large quadrangle one side of which consists 
of a foum which | measured with seventy wide paces. There are two rooms 
at cach end about a third as large and this I think makes wp the whole length 
of one side. The external architecture | cannot describe, but it is grand and 
striking. The great room is eighteen of my paces wide and about doulile 
this height, from the ceiling are suspended about 200 vhaims to which on a 
cenain Mohammedan festival ate suspended the finest cliandellers England 
can produce. This illumination | should suppose in real brilliancy would 
exeved that of Santa Rosalia at Palermo, the blaze of which I have only also 
seen. At Constantinople | was obliged to bribe high only for peeping, here 
I walked boldly on into the very sanctum sanctorum, taking care however not 
to give offence. But these people are not so superstitious as the Turks, yet 
many of the difficulties there proceed from down-right insolence and here we 
are almost masters, at least suifictently so to repress any conduct approaching 
towards impertinence. | 

The side which joins this is made up of a mosque with thres domes, the 
largest in the middle. This is altogether os magnificent and elegant 
building as T eversaw, the architecture is Saracenic and highly ornamented, 
the friexes however are many of then almost wholly Grecian, the compart- 
ments with which the fagade is decorated, the fme projections, the rich 
foliage and the highly worked bands form altogether a grand display of 
architectural ornament. “This side consists of two rows. of arches, through: 
the perspective of which the country and the river appear like fairie land, and 
Wiese arches at just distances support thes three roms. The other side 
| had not this morning time to go into, opposite is a splendid gaté way and a 
Incade of singular cligance: 

The sight of this place has almost determined mo to vleit Agra, you 
mitut have seen iany representations of the famous Taj Mahal, it is about 
zoo niles from henew, but in thia country 200 miles ts considerc:! asa stride. 
The Nabob has an immense collection of every article, common of uncommon 
of every discription that ever was made in England The part of Cox's 
museum is here, all the valuable part. 
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Here we go on with something new every day, Yesterday the Nabob 
had ws breakfast ina new pavillion over jo fect square wholly inlaid with 
nother of pearl and the columns of looking glass, We go away before the 
hat winds, the mode of travelling has been fixed. From the Goomty to 
the Gogra is about 40 miles, and ae there are no boats on it suitable for 
eur comfort the Nabob meanz to order over land: as many swift rowing 
boats as will accommodate the party, We have read of the transportation of 
fleets In this manner formerly and { shall like to see It actually accomplished. 

“48% 'To.day business begins: Our anxiety for the salvation. of his 
country you may suppose is not wholly disinterested, if it goes on much 
longer under the present system he will not -be able to pay our tribute. 1 
bave no doubt if he ean be kept from the prejudices, villanies and higotcy, of 
those who surround him, aod the consequences of a better mode of Govern- 
ment fully proved to’ him that he will be induced to adopt it; hut if he will 
not be coaxed into it he must be treated fike:a forward chitd who ultimately 
finds the good from just correction, Yet if the most gentle coercion were 
made use of it mightohe day or otber be a subject for preaching about in 
the House of Commons, * * 

“This morning | rode round the palace which exhibits from the opposite 
aide of the rivera wery picturesque appearance, the golden minarets and 
domes peeping over the richest foliage. | went to see another palace of 
the Nabob's, built of stone and awvithin its ‘apartments 2 bath, the Boor oo! 
which is inlaid marble and precious stones of inferior quality, [ used to fre- 
quent this kind of bath’ as 4 luxury alter dinner. [ found this, however, 
exhaust me ‘too much, but now and then it t salutary. The day before 
yesterday | was surrounded by ten naked men inane of them, who pinched, 
icnentted and serabbled so that my skin must be perfectly free of every 
obstruction. 1 should like to see myself represented in, the various attitudes 
these fellows place you in, so that every muscle shall be stretched and ! 
assure you there is something formidable in being left at the mercy of such 
aumber of brawny fellows: striding over one and pulling one about in all 
directions. I easily accommodate mysell liowever to the customs of all 
countries and remain perfectly passive. [ have been in the habit of daily 
bathing and taking a rough towel to serul myself, but itis really extraordinary 
to observe the quantity of impurities these people-take off from you. 

“ Lacknow. March 3rd. The negeciations are going on between Sir Iola 
and the Nabob, and, a= an ancient custom among themselves and as @ 
ceremony which he had before. gone through with Sir John's predecessor, tic 
begged to exchange hats with him. Accordingly this farce was performed 
this morning. Sir John's hat was decorated with the accustomed jewels, 
and the Nabeb had a (urban of state prepared for the occasion, and these they 


40 


Tt: BENGAL; PAST & PRESENT. 





exchanged. The Nabob locked like a fat butcher who had taken his wig off 
and put his hat upon his bald pate, finding however the hat too small for 
him be had it tied on, and then looked like an old fish woman going over 
Hale down on a windy day, the metamorphos was equally ridiculous of 
Sir John, but | have no simile for him, There ts nothing absurd about this’ 
between themselves, and they consider it very sacred and binding. The 
Nabob’s two sons liowever could not refram from smiling, although a. com- 
mand of countenance is among the first principles of theireducation * * 

" Afterwards I went to vistt General Martine and whilst 1 sat with him 
looking at some caricatures just arrived from Europe, a man came in, and 
delivered to him with great volubility the news of the Court. Soon after this 
another arrived with the common news of the town, these are the newspapers ol 
this country one of whom is kept by every native that can afford him; and this 
gentleman has been long enough here to acquire most of their manners. * * * 
My own dearest S. | yesterday cried and laughed myself into @ situation 
almost exhausted at the perusal of your dear letters from May agth to 
July oth: these are not the letters sent by Charles, who | believe is arrived— 
I trust he has letters of a month later * © * About him. (his little sat) 
about you, about home, about the cottage and our future happiness 1 could 
write forever. 1 could comment on every line of your letters, but while | am bere 
you must have the history of my daily occupations. * * * We were yesterday 
regaled with an elephant fight. His fury is worked up to the highest degree 
by temptation on one side and insult on the other, then he is shewn another 
male who has been irritated In the sime manner and the instant they discover 
each other they rush together with terrible violence. After this first onset 
they grapple and gore with their tusks, and I have one now lying before me 
which | saw yesterday broken offin the fight. [may be about half the tusk, 
about 20 inches long and three inches m diameter; conceive the force that 
could break such a solid mass of ivory, The combat does not last long and 
when one runs they let off fireworks against the victor to prevent pursuit 
This mode of attack he never resists. It is an amusement to these Semi-. 
barbarians, but attended with much danger, for if the horsemen that provoke 
them should be thrown, or their horses fall inevitable death would be the- 
consequence, Their drivers also remain on their backs and urge those who 
are. doubt or fear to battle. An animated multitude is always an interest- 
ing sight, and one rarely philosophizes at the moment—} think it was worth 
seeing once Cockfighting is a favourite amusement of His Excellency, in 
short he has everything about him as one of our ancient barons had soo 
years ago, * & & 

“| know nothing of what is going on in Calcutta. * * | have little 
doubt that there is now a peace with France. Tell James that the Naboh 
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swallows daily an ounce and 3 dram of opism, | saw him shew Sir john 
what we afterwards weighed, his daily dose." | 

[Here follows s sheel entirely devoted to longing for his wife and child, 
speculations how much’ longer the enforced separation must last before they 
have saved enough to live in @ cottage in Devonshire, and regret that 
the necessity for strict economy had prevented her from sending him 4 
picture of the son whom he had never seen.|—''Give me credit for some 
—I was going to write a word which at that moment was put to the test—a man 
has just been with me fo offer me eighty thousand gold mohurs—a goid 
mohur according to the present exchange is just worth two pounds—For 
this | was literally to do nothing, only refrain from doing injury. 1 said from 
motives of curiosity, that [had no mfuence one way oF the other, This 
did not signify, The moncy was at my service il 1 chose to receive it, and 
the sole pegociation was to put my hand to my nose as 1 passed the person 
that would give it to me, | have had another offer to-day of twelve thousand @ 
year to be paid in England beside a considerable sum af money down—this 
arrangement could be concluded without the knowledge of a third person- 
| have, of course, acquainted Sir John with the offer and. it has so far been 
advantageous as to give him another clue to the entangled thread of their 
polities. “The man would! have'given me the money in any mode | should 
have pointed out, either ina draft for the whole at Calcutta or in. money oF 
jewels bere. 1 shall consider it as an offering of gratitude to Sir John's 
ceputation | * ‘The offer may be known, but the refusal will never be 
believed. Mum to every body—as our hearts beat in union I have only 
touched the string that your's may vibrate, and as 1 mean, now, to be a great 
deal pronder, if you like it you may be so too. | flatter myself | can now 
give an illustrious example to young George, as well as a lecture—he shall be 
ihe’ most perfect being that ever the worldsaw! * * * Dear, dear home. 
| wander over all the beautiful spots about Sidmanth * * * This separa- 
tion, my dearest soul, is dreadful, 

" April, We shall soon depart, and { fancy | shall be a hundred pounds 
out of pocket by this trip, instead of being a landed and sixty thousands 
pounds Ficher which} might have been by holding up my finger. * * * I 
propose leaving this the day after to-morrow, two days before Sir John. as my 
modt of travelling, for the sake of seeing all 1 can, will not be so expeditious, 
Sir John and the Nabob travel posti—His Excellency now says he owes his 
<ilyation to Sir John. At Pyzabad his mother resides, after that separation 
takes place; we go hy, boat to Patna, and from Patna we only travel by night. 
Sir John, having setiled the affairs here, has now leisure to think of home. 


® Sic Jobo was kouwn in india ae" Hones! John Shore”, 
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+ * * Calcutta’ May—Accounts have just arrived that the pescefu! 
negoclations et Paris have ceased, and that the days of war are agaiix Tot 
loose. “The wars of modern Europe have hitherto been nothing mare than = 
éontest between those thal’are hired for the purpose of killing each other, -but 
this involves every individual, it comes home to-cur hearths. We formerly 
pald our taxes and grumbled; bat this-perzonally affects us all; it is extra- 
atdinary and probably unparalleled, yet aa dt'le allogether monstrons | have 
ho doubt-but it must soon end, as nothing unnatural com. long exist, and 7 
vitily ‘believe that every conquest of the French isa gtate to their existence 
and that whilst we possess our glorious Hdating enipire that we had better 
iiake use of it a year longer—it is so long-since the French had-a ship at 
sea that the’ very radiments of seamanship willbe lost among them, and | 
em not @ bit afraid of Frenchmen conquering Germans when it becomes a 
bontest hetweey the people of each. Although the French bave lately 
again been victorious in ftaly yet now that the Italians have begun to fight 
1 have not tle least clowest ultimately of the total disconifiture of the French: 
at any rate if we must go on it is + great consolation that we do it with zeal, 
and this is pretty well proved by the sum of money so readily subscribed. 

All within the empire here is right, the rascals are in the minority, [1 
ts impossible that the Spaniards and French can cope with us at cea so. that 
there’ is fo danger of invasion here: “* * * We must bear it, my dearest 
S. Peace and Jove ¢an find no hiding place in auch days, and whilst we are 
‘on the stage let us endeavour to play out part well. * © Look as much 
‘ad possible on the bright side of the question, but-always consider that | am 
= soldier, and that there is still war and whilst this lasts itis impossible 
even that you could’ wish me to retire, * © [Is not respect the- foundation 
of love? [y your more quiet momerits would it not have opeurred to pat that 
‘af such a Hime euch o fife, however exquisite, however delightful, would have 
heen wrong? Your reflections on Major—'s cotuluct are: dispassionate, and 
would have equally applied'ta me- No; my beart, whilstthe war tages you 
rivat not reckon on it. I cannot help it I haveno. power of decision. I 
am @ soldier and canndt run away. © “ “ My heart iz as full-of love as 
the day 1 feft you." Rarely a night passes bat J dream of you and | may 
Mefally eay that you are never absent fram my hoon Forever your's 
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(RGotas in 1772-73. 





Or of the most delightful expeditions within an ¢asy distance from 
Calcutta is a visit to the historical bill-fort of Rhotas. The journey will 
be made by the EL R. Chord to Dehri-on-the-Sone, and from thence to the 
foot of the bill by Messrs. Octavius Steel and Co's light railway. Starting 
from the Inspection Bungalow the traveller will do well to make the ascent 
(1,500. feet) towards the cool of evening, but taking care to allow time to 
arrive at the D&k Bungalow on the plateau on the top before it gots dark. The 
DAk Banglow Is over a mile fromthe place at which the ascent is completed 
There is no khansamali, and drinking water must be brought up the hill by 

the traveller's coolies, 

{t is not proposed in the present paper to attempt a description of Rhotas 
or to discuss its ancient history, but only to place on record two papers 
relativeto its condition in the years 1772-73. In 1769, Rhotas was 
nominally the head-quariers of one of the English Supervisors, but that 
Official seems to have resided at Sasaram. On oth June, 1773, Henry 
Palmer, the Supervisor, writes to inform the authorities at Calcutta that he had 
tuken possession of the fortress, and asks leave to build quarters there for 
the garrison. In the followmg August, we find Alexander Ducanson, the 
Assistant Sopervisor, at work ona bangalow. [n September, a portion of the 
and Brigade was established at Rholas under the command of Lientenan! 
Patrick Hay, but we read inthe records of s great storm reducing to ruins the 
Collector's house, the Hospital, and Guard-room. In the same month Palmer 
made over charge of his district to Mr William Pye. Here are the two 
letters :— 


Patna, 
The ard September, 772. 

fo THe HON'HLE WARREN Hastincs, Esq., 

President and Governor and Council of Fort William. 
Hown'si.e Sik & SIKS, 

‘The Fortress of Rhotas being « place of great matural strength, we beg 
Jeave'to transmit you. 2 description and plan of it laken by Captain Richards, 
who haa lately surveyed it. It was formerly reckoned to be ol so much 
consequence that it was garrisoned by troops sent immediately from Delhi 
independent of the Nazir al the Bahar Provinte, but of late it has been 
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entirely uninhabited and neglected. Should it ever fall into the hands of an 
enemy, it would be scarcely possible to dislodge them, amd must consequently 
be attended with the desolation of the adjacent country. The principal use 
of it in our possession would be its serving asa retreat for the inhabitants: 
with their cattle and effects in case of troubles. 
We ‘ite, 
Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 
Your mest obedient humble servants, 

GEORGE VANSITTART. 

E. STEPHENSON. 

EWAN LAW, 


————— 


PATNA, 
The agrd Fune, 1772. 
To GEORGE VANSITTART, Esg. 


Chief of Patns. 
Sir, 


Pursuant to your directions, I proceeded to Rhotas, and, as well as my 
time would admit of, have described the outline of that Fortress as by: the plan 
accompanying* remarks as follows. 

Rhotas is a hill whose attitude is about 300 yards above the level of the 
country, It is a part of the Western Hills to which it is connected by a neck 
af land 144 yards over. The Terreplin of Rhotas is rock hills and vallies with 

some plain, on which there is a small depth of soil which has been 
cultivated. There are also some woods and springs in and up the gullies. 
There are only four known entrances, vie, t Raj, a Munra, 3 Bynes; and 4th 
Curpouttea gauts or gates, Bynee gate is wall'd up by a wall 30 feet high 
with outside, but filled up within towithin 5 feet of the top which forms a 
breast work with loop hole. The Raj and Munra Gauts are difficult of avcess, 
the road being very steep and rocky, which is entirely commanded hy the 
lines on the hill, which lines wherever constructed are on the edge of the 
precipice whose direction they fallow, and about the gates especially fortified 
with loop holes. There-sre wo breast works below these gauts but are in 
part {allen down as is also-part of the lines above mentioned. The whole 
extent from Bynee round to Munra, Raj and Curpqutea (Gauts excepted) is 
entirely precipice, and the water inthe raing falls trom their courses front the 
summit of the precipice in a sheet. From Curpoutea to Bynee wherever 
{here ix least appearance of access from below rather wall or breast-work it 
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ig pat altogether a precipice though-nearly so, and the whole d¢seent covered 
with woods that not only here but. the whole circums.....- ‘being declivity 
precipices excepted. 

The Curpontes. gate is lefended by adry ditch cot in the rock depth 
1 feet and in breadth 1$.fathoms, its extremities a precipice. Here are two 
lines fortified iu the country stile: the lower one on the scarps of the ditch, 
which ‘commands the level ground in Iront of the ditch, the oapper line 
commands the whole neck of land for about 200 yards, which distance it is 
apparently made on level with the rising ground of the western hills. 
Both these lines’are weak andin part fallen down. The thickness of the 
upper line, being only 20 leet and of the lower one bout 3 feet rampart ; 
their parapets with loop holes about 24 feet thick. There ts a fianking battery 
for the guns, and this-is the only part whose rampart will admit of ordnance. 
There is aiso another line in the rear of this about 4oo-yards which commands 
the above lines and is on a level with the western hills. This lime has no 
flanks, has loop holes, but is partly fatlen down, The Palace is solely of 
stone, and at no great expence might be made quarters for a larger number 
of officers than ever would be thought wanting for the garrison, as weil 
granarya orstore houses, The water ts very good and the springs always 
flaw. The walls being neglected are fitted uy ene of two excepted. It was 
formerly well inhabited, hut by those only who had dependence on the 


garrison. 

On the whole Rhotas is a post of great natura) strength. The weakest 
parts about the Gauts and the weakest of these the Curpoutea Part of that 
extent from Curpoutea to Bymce ts not altogether « precipice, but if accessible 
i» must be attended with the greatest difficulty, hut the clearing away the 
woos. om the declivity and repairing part of the old line carrying any 
probability of approach must render this extent impregnable, | 


| am, 
Sir, 
A trae copy. Your most obedient Humble Servant, 
SHeARMAN BIRD, W. RICHARDS, 


Seerefary. Capt, aig. Service, 


Gl Mote on Fean Baptiste 


CBevafier and Cofonef de 
Montigny. 


|* 1737) there was 2 Chevalier (Antoine)in Chandernagar He [s described 
as an ‘aubergiste” of inn-keeper. He purchased s large brick-built 
House, evidently for Wis trade, far which there must have been a pool scope, 
Chandernagar then being in the hey-day of its prosperity wader Duplex, The 
man from whom he purchased the house was one Buffekens, an Armenian 
merchant; The name of " Nicolas Antoine Chevalier, le file" occurs in two 
papers, both dated the 24th May 1767; he is described:as a ‘ négoceant 
demeurant ‘ardinairement } Calcutta, actuellement au sud de laloge.” The 
two Chevaliers were most probably father and son—and it was the father who 
offered his house to the Company for joo pagodas when It was proposed to 
remove the Church of the Capuchin fathers from the proximity of the fort 
The letter, dated the 2nd August 1739, from the Pondichery Council to the 
Counci! at Chandernagar, contains the following « 

“Ayant besoin des maisons d'un nommé Chevalier, qui est actuellement 
chez vous, pour batir I'Eglise des Reverands Pares Capucins, que, nous feruns 
eloigner du fort, et dont i) demande 700 pagodes, comme vous fe verter par 
sa lettre cy-jointe, ce prix nous- parait un peu fort; vous ¢n traiterez avec 
lui, n'ayant nommé icy personne & cette effet, ef nous en remettrer I'acte de 
vente, que. vous en ferrer passer au nom de la Compagnie, ¢t loi payerez 
le prix conven.” 

Thete is nothing, however, thar 1 have been able to find that would 
‘establish any connection between the ' aubergisie and his son, and Jean 
Baptiste Chevalier of history. 

The earliest trace of Chevalier is found in “ Correspondence de Conseil 
supérieur de Pondichery " Vol. IT], page 191, in a despatch to the Council at 
Chandérnagar, dated Pondichery the 24th August 1752. 

“Nous vous faisons passer Je si¢ur Chevalier en qualité de commis de 
second ordre, 4 qui vous féerex payer ses appointments A compler du 16 Juillay 
dernier, o'apant nen regu tei," 

Chevalier must have reached Chandernager t in the course of September 
1752, as second clase clerk whose regulation pay was only Soo rupees 
per annum, 
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“The next mention of Jean Baptiste Chevalier, Ecwyer, Conseiller du Roy 
ir Chandernagar, is found in a paper dated 2and January 1755, in which 
he ratifies a power of attorney sigoed by him while m France in favor of his 
father Jean Baptiste Chevalier of Blois on 8th November 1751. This latter 
document opens this: “Wat present M. Jean Baptiste Chevalier Ecuyer, 
Seigneur de Nanteil, mmcur Emancipé par lettres de benélice d'age, bien et 
duemeut Entheriné au baillage et sicge presidéai de Blois. demt. ao dt. Blois, 
En la maison de Mr, Jean Baptiste Chevalier Ecuyer, Conseiller du Roy en 
ses Conseils et son Avocat General cn la Chambre des Comptes & Blois y 
demeurant Paroisse Saint Solenue, son pére_,....auquel i! donne pouvoir de 
pour luy et.4.son nom pendant son absence Etant prest de partir pour |!’ Inde 
au service de la Compagnie des dittes Indes, Regir, Gouverner et Admimistrer 
tous les Biens qui lui appartienvent de Ja snecession de defunct Dame Marit 
Catherine de ta Saussay sa mére."—This “ procuration" was pasved in his 
minority in France, and the Chandernagar document dated 22nd Jonuary 1755, 
mentions that he has attained the age of 25 and recommends the "division” 
of his material estate with his sister Marie Catherine Elisabethe Chevalier. 

On the day that Chanderiagar fell (23rd March 1757), Chevalic: was 
away to the King of Assam, and Courtin was anxiously expecting him at 
Dacca. This was oot his first excursion into Assam. In 1755 he had 
penetrated into that country as far as Sylhet and returning. by way of Goal- 
para, he had founded iv the latter place a factory which was not restored to 
the French in 1763. The story of his peregrinations with Courtin is told 
in Me, Hill's "Three Frenchmen in Bengal.” When Coartin and his 
companions came back to Chandernagar "the majority of the French 
inhabitants bad already been sent to the Madras coast.” It appears, however, 
that Courtin and his coorrades were not made to follow suit, at least for some 
timet for Chevalier is mentioned in 4 correspondence between W. 8. 
Sumner, English Chief av Dacca and Warren Hastings, (1759) as being one 
ANON others “usurping the English name" (Bengal: Past and Present, 
Vol 2, p. 390) The caustic letter of Chevalier, there quoted, suggests that he 
was out doing business under an assumed name, or what is known in Bengali 
"henami.” 

Then we lose sight of him altogether till the beginning of the year 1764, 
Chandarnagar had beet formally restored to the French by the Treaty of 
Paris (roth February 1763), but it was not actually taken possession of Lill 
the igth of June 1765, On 15th February 1764, Chevalter hires a large house 
un the south of the ‘!loge” on Rupees roo per month, Thr house was badly 
in need of repairs Waving suffered greatly during the bembardiyeit of the 
town. The owner one ‘‘ Dame Daguain, veuve de Sr. Denis ' undertakes to 
restore it ou H était avant la destruction de cette colonic.” 
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In the contract forthe above house, Chevalier ts described merely as 
“on employé de ta Compagnie," and like all the servants of the Company 
with any money to spare, he carried on business on his own individual 
account He was trader, money-lender, banker, and evem underwriter for 
marine insurance. On ist: December 1764 Chevalier underwrites merchandise 
valued at 30,000 Arcot rupees shipped by Francois Leon Brayer and Jucques 
Gourlade, per Grey ffewnd, Captam Corry, leaving Caleutia for Goa, The 
Assurance is to cover all risks; on all vessele which would carry Brayer and 
Gourlade with the above merchandise to Lisbon me Brazil, Chevalier’ 
receives Rs, agoo @ 9 per cent, as his insurance premium, subject to any 
fluctuations in the rate which Andrew and Joho Moffat or Scott and Springlr, 
Bankers of London, may subsequently determine. The capital also is 
advanced by Chevalier on condition that Brayer and Gourlade wouid pay it up 
with 25 per cent. of the profits within three months of the landing of the 
goods at Lisbon. The rate of exchange is fixed at 1 Arcot rupee= 50 sols, 
of France. 

On 15th March 1765, Chevalier “ étant sor le point d'embarquer pour les 
Manilles et la Chine, et destrant mettre order A ses affaires et A celles dant it 
seroit administrateur,” appoints Charles Playdel and Pierre Galopin, 
residents of Calcutta, hiy attorneys: They are required to submit their 
accounts to Pierre Renault, ex.Governor of Chandernagar and Claude Ogerdian 
merchant of Chinsurah, Chevalier wasto sail by the S¥, Facgwer but the 
voyage did not come off, and he became liable to George Louis Vernet, Director 
of Dutch Commerce at Chinsurah, for a heavy sum. Vernet, who was even a 
bigger money fender at the time than Chevalier, had advanced to the latter the 
suit of 29,906 Arcot rupees ‘4 la grosse, sur le vaisseaule Sy. Facgues allant 
de Bengale & Manille “(22nd March 1764), For this sum, combined with the 
" grosse al 20 percent. amounting to Ks. 7,981-8 as. to which was added 9 
per cent. interest from the day the vessel was to liave come back to port, 
Chevalier became liable. In December 1767 Chevalier borrowed from Vernet 
Rs_ 64,000 at 9 per cent, on 2 note of hand signed at Garatti.” In February 
1770, Chevalier and Fromaget take jointly a loan of 66,52) Arcot rupees from 
Vernet at the same rate of interest. In March 1770 Chevalier meets all these 
liabilities by handing over to Ant. Hardy and Lucas Cramer, atloraeys for 
Vernet, a cheque upon Sumner and Gregory, of London, 

On 27th December 1765, Chevalier lends 5,587 Arcot rupres—equivalent 
to 13,907 liv. 30 sols in French money at 2 liv, no sols a rupee, to Jacques 
Fitz-Simon, almoner on board the Due de Prasfin, Cap: Surville. Fitz-Simou 
pledges to Chevalier against this money, a quantity of letters of exchange and 
drafts which show that the priest was also a merchant. 

On voth February 1766, Ziegelhalg, formerly Director General of the 
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Dutch Company, makes a decloration 10 the effect “que les marchandises 
qu'il embarque sur le vaissean /a Dour en vertu diy Port Permis qui luy.4 
éie uctordé par. le Conseil yl y a vingt balles marqutes de la letter Z 
numeroités depuis et compris le numero 26 jusque et compris le numero 45 
qui sont et appartient en enticr AM. J. B. Chevalier et achetées de ses seuls 
fond et deniers moyennant la somme 45046 roupies, 9 anas 1o gottdas 
Arcate:’ ‘The above merchandise was to he sold by Ziegelbalg and the profits 
shared equally by him and Chevalier. Ziegelbalg’s own part of the consign: 
ment was valtied al 1,44,860 Rs /e Dour was°a vessel of the French 
Company, Captain Geslin de Chateaufur, 

On ryth August i769, the “ Compagnie des Indes" céased to exist A 
royal deeter published on that date suspended their exclusive privilege of 
trade with the Indies, which thence forward became absolutely free-and open 
to all. ‘The Comiptoirs in [ndia retained their staff which passed into the 
service of the King, and the Comptoirs became Royal Colonies ; the merchant 
men of the Company formed part of the Royal Marine. The natural 
consequence of this falling off of the shackles to trade was a great Increase 
in the commerce with Europe.as well az in the trade within the Indies by 
private merchants and companies of merchants, From 1769 to 1777 
altogether 187 private vessels with a tonnage varying from 300 10 goo, left 
Port 'Orient in France for India; two-thirds of these vessels returned to 
Eutope carrying, on an avernge, cargo valued at 61 millions livres per year. 
Of the remaining one-third, some were lost and the rest were sold up to 
private merchants in India for want of a return cargo, for which the shippers 
toiled to provide funds.(1) 

In India private-companies wert started, Chovalier himself launched 
vigorously into business either single handed or in joint-stock with Law and 
others. Pierre Verlee, Armand Julien Sinfray, Pierre Mathieu Renault de 
S| Gerviain, ¢<Governor, carried on extensive trade during this period. 
No Jess than three companirs were floated in 1777, just a year before 
Chanderoagar was to change hands for the secohd time. Jeans Monneran, 
fean Fresquet and Jean Baptiste de Solminiac formed a company with» capital 
of 20,000 Arcot rupees. Monneron, the banker, supplied the capital, Jean 
Marquet of Calcutta and Nicols Mongoux of Chandernagar chartered a vessel 
called the Elfabeth and sent i to the Isle of France and Bourbon with a 
cargo of sugar, rice, and other things. It was stipulate! in the agreement 
that the associition would last fer the jeriod of the voyage to the islands and 
back, unless otherwise egreed to. This wis the nature of most of the 
associations at the kind; they were partnerships for & particular undertaking 
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(i) Weber» Lia Compaysie Frangal= des Indes. page tito. 
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only and came to an end with the undertaking itsell. Jean Margoet and 
Antonie Point Armateurs and Supercargue du Vaisseau fa Cere Blane’’ 
formed an association for trade with the islands of France and Bourbon. 
During this period Chandernagar displayed a marked revival in ‘commercial 
activity. It was the last flicker of the lamp belore it went out for ever wn 
July of the following year. 

This temporary prosperity of Chandernagar was partly due to a fortut- 
‘ous advantage that the merchants and bankers of Chandernagar obtained 
from « circumstance narrated in Marshman's /istory af Bengal (pp. 222-23) 

In October +769, on making up the accounts, the Governor of Calvutta 
found a large deficit; money had to be borrowed; a part of the plan to raise 
money was to make Company's servants deposit their fortunes in the 
Company's treasury against orders on the Court of Directors in London. The 
Directors had no means of meeting the drafts, so they ordered the borrowing 
of money in Calcutta. "The consequence was that their servants began to 
remit their fortunes to Europe, through the French, the Dutch, and the 
Danes; that isto say they paid thetr funds into the treasuries of Chander- 
nagar, Chinsurah and Serampore, and received orders upon the different 
Companies In Europe. These funds were faid out tm goods which gencrally 
atrived in Europe and were sold before the drafts became due, By these 
means the foreign settlements had oo want of funds for teade while the 
English Company was pinched to the last degree.” 

In July 1769, the aewly formed Council of Chandernagar excavated 
three main drains, one about ag4 metres and another 488 metres in length, 
and smaller drains on cither side of the principal streets of the town, It 
was in execution of this drainage scheme that Chevalier excavated the 
" digue d'enceinte ” which was to take off the outflow from the drains of the 
town. This looked suspicious in the cyes of the Council at Calcutta and 
led toa serious “malentenda” as recorded by Stavorinns. The incident 
is also referred to in Auber's British Somer in {ndre, vol. 1 p. 199. | 

On 22nd October 1770, Chevalier purchased on behalf of the Council 
el Chandernagar a vessel fe Jigtlané from its Captain M. Montout for 
Ks. B\ooo Arcot, The vessel was armed with 9 4 pounders amd was. before 
Chanderiagar, at the moment of sale. 

On ajth May 1778, the Council of Chandernagar, consisting of the 
following persons—Chevalier, J. Fanon, F. Nicola, Sinfray and Brin, make 
ay exchange of a garden belonging t» the Council and measnriny 7 bigas 
and’six cattas with an eqaal anvount of land at Garall belonging to Krishna- 
yrosad Chowdhri. The exchange was made evidently with the purpose of 
extending the. grounds of the Park al Garall, 

In March 1977, Chevalier aod his Council farm out the revenues of 
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Chandernagar for a period of three years from April 1777 be April 178, tor 
Rs. 67,500—that is Re. 22,500 per year payable ‘in monthly: inétalments of 
Rs. 1873 each. The Revenue Farmer was one" Gourou Pershat Chatodia,” 
the son of a clerk In the Cacherie. In this connection it is interesting to 
compare these figures with those reathed by Dupleix himself in the high 
tide of Chandernagar's prosperity. In 1740, Teventts were farmed out for 
r5,g00 Rs. Sicca per year, [In 4732 the figures stood at 12,000 rupees anly 
per vear. 

This was-about all the sign of life thal | can trace in the official activitirs 
of the newly constituted administration, 


Chevalier's personal ventures were not confined to India alone. In r7zo, 
he obtained a “concession” of land in the Isle of France fram the Govern- 
ment. He appoiiited a representative in the island to cultivate it, and lay 
it out Inte'an orchard for which he authorised his representative to employ 
“autant de noirs et autre personnes qu’l avisera bon Atre.” 

In 42772 (10th February), Chevalier sells the Hewrense Marve called a 
“ senau,’ that is a vessel with two masts, for Rs: 3,000 Arcot with all its cargo 
valued at Rs. 9,000 to Antoine Meirac and Hyacinthe, 

On roth March 1770, Chevalier invests “4 grosse aventore’”’ with Le Fort 
de la Lande, Captain of the vessel La Digue, going to Manilla and China, a 
sum of Rs. $6,135 Arcot at 25 per cent. " grosse,” subject to an increas= of 
1 per cent. if a whole year passes before the vessel Is back to Chandernagsr, 
which again would be doubled if war was declared after that period. 

Chevalier, Law and others had formed a joint stock company ; Chevalier 
advanced Rs. 32,000 Arcot to Delessert fréres and Dangereux “ pour lintéret 
que Mondit Sr Chevalier prend en compte A dem: avec Monsieur Law 
Gouverneur de Pondichery dans l'armement de deux vaisseaux fe Gange et 
\'Atgurllon” (2774): 

In 1772 (22nd February), ‘Chevalier, Law and Conipany ell to the Council 
at Chandernagar, the entire cargo of the vessel Le Gange for 436,987 Rupees 
2 annas 34 gondas. The sum js.paid ly the Council in " billet de grosse a 
zo pourcent.” The cargo was destined for Europe and the premium of 20 per 
cent. covered all risks, 

In 1777 (aust March), Chevalier lends-27,920 Iv. 4 sola.g deniers on 
the security of valuable property to Louis Mare Anthonie Marquez de Valory 
Major dinfanterie and Capitaine de Grenadiers! It November of the 
sane year, J. B, Chevalier and Frangois Massé Chavalier de Vandoré, Captain 
of the Aimadile Marie-each contribute Re 42,089-4-17. gondas towards the 
freighting of the vessel/with a suitable cargo: 
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i have given: above all the transactions of Chevalier, both on bis own 
behalf aud that\ of the Council, of which I have found = trace among the 
papers in Chandernagar. Both his private and: public acts, had to lace a 
good deal of obstruction from the Council at Calcutta, In September 1765, 
Law wrote, owing to the ill-treatment of Ie merchants by the native agents 
of the English, he was “in oneofthe most painfal aittaticnes t ever fell!” 
Tie reference to Chandarnagar in the Jetter of Pearse to-a friend at Woolwich 
(1769) published In Bengal - Past & Present, Voll, page 311, though 
obscure, is sufficiently significant of the strained relations between Chevalier 
and the Government of Fort William. ‘Threr -yeats after Law wrote, the 
situation was no better, shorn-as the French were by the Treaty of Versailles 
of all military. strength—which after all is the only secure foundation ol 
unmolested and successful commerce. Chevalier wrote. in a despatch to 
de Buigne, Minister of Marine and the Colonies—dated Chandernagar, the 
éth September 1768: “ L’on ne veut plus reconnaitre nos privileges, o4 ait Von 
se Jes rappelle, c'est pour les abolir. Nos passeports n’ont plus de force | 
notre pavillon est insulté de tous cdtés ; nos bateaux, arrftes et fouillés : (1) 
et l'on nous impose de Droits nouveaux, dont nous avons été exempts de tous 
temps. Ie butd’une condwite si revoltantes n’est plus douteux; l'on veut 
nous forcé retoncer au commerce, tt c'est pour nous y engager qu'on cherche 
\ le rendre impraticable, Les Anglais sentent bien qu'l serait indicent de 
faire paraitre leur nom, dane fa pluspart de ces vexations. Hs empruntent 
celui du Nabab- c'est un serviteur A wages, contraint d’agir a leur gré. Ns 
vierment de tui faire publier une nouvelle defense qui nous idterdit shsoluement 
toutes nos branches de commerce dans son pays; et tout Prangais qui penétre 
Sur ces terres pour'y commercer est aur d'etre enlevé et conduit dans les 
prisons, C’esten vain qu'on se plaint et qu'on demande justice, Les Anglais 
rejettent aur le Nabob, les iniquités qu'ls lui ordonnent, et dont iLest revolté 
tui mene; car dans le fond de son cwur, il est certain qu'l ne desire que nous 
lavoriser. LEnfin, la jalousie anglaise est parvenue 4: on point yolne peut se 
consevoir, Nowsavons ouvert une branchi: de commerce tres considerable 
dans le royaume de Rajapour, dependant du Nabob Sujah-Dawlah, Grand 
Virir de l'Empire. Enragés de privileges que ce Nabob nous avait accordés, 
et de la consideration que nous avions acquise auprés de lui, Ds ]'ant menace, 
et nayant pas reussi par.ce moyen, ils ont trouvé le secret de faire abandonner 
pour prés de deax millions de marchandises quielle etait charge€ de vendre 
dans ln pays Dans une parsille position, il est certain que ious pavens 
plus rien & esperer, el que nous pouvons regarder |Inde comme absoluement 





(c} This was done by lioata fying the colours of the Naboby bot the search was actually made 
by British offirers. 
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perdue poar nous If-n’y a plus que du cote de |\'Eurspe qu'il nows est possible 
A‘cbtenir un accommodement qui sous Jonne la liberte de notre commerce,” 

Similar complaints: were made in every despatch to Europe bur the 
minister did not answer one oul of ten of them. Chevalier, on the other 
hand, kept up-a heated correspondence with Warren Hastings, the ommpotent 
Proconsal of Caliutta, 2 be ts called in the French qrapers, on the: sacve 
theme; but of neither side did Chevaher succeed in making amy perceptible 
impressiow, Failing these he tried a third course—that of rallying the 
country powers to the equse of France, inepite of France herself. In this 
aiso he was doomed to failure. He failed either because he had not the 
foresight of genius and the gift of leadership, or becuse the whirlpool of 
Indian politics of the time was tbo vast and chaotic to be grasped and 
directed by one single man, or because his antagonists bad the Jead of him 
and were better politicians and were stronger im the co-operation anid 
support from their men at botme, or (orall these reasons combined, He 
failed, and waa destined to go down to posterity s£ an intriguer—perhape a 
very bold intriguer who loved his country loo well. 

He had his agents in all high places—in the Court of Sujah Dowla, with. 
the Marhattas, with the Emperor of Shah Alum Hi, and the other princes. 
His agents: were Gentil, & councillor in the confidenve of Sujah Dowla : 
Vienwe.(1) 2 French surgeon with the same prince; Lionel do Jarday in the 
Court of Delhi: and Réné Madec. " Janotgy," Bhonsla of Berar negotiated 
vith Chevalier for Boo white soldiers to be stationed in his realm (Chevalier = 
jetter to Versailles, Sth January 1771). He was in intimate relationship with 
Madhoji Sindhia (Chevaliers fetter to Versailles, 231h February 773). He 
had, thd, as close a touch with the country powers mwas possible with the 
help of these agents, and he tried to impress upon them the greatness. of 
France and rally them round to her cause, 

Chevalier kad a clear-cut plu an paper for the undoing of the English 
Company's power in India. Ina jetter to the Minister De Boigne dated the 
th January 177%, he set forth his plan of attack apoo Bengal, the strong- 
hold of the Company's rule. tt resolved itsell into an attack open Fort 
William from the sea by means of a fleet, while an Imperial force to the ard 
at the Princes of India, the friends of France, would _simultancously descend 
the valley of the Ganges and invest the Fort from the land. This was the 
skeleton of the scheme for which be Worked, and we will see later on how 
by tireless iteration and insistence he succeeded In dissipating the lethargy. 

(1) Like aq masy of the fortune hunters, Visage bad # atrange career» surge. by professra, 
hie waa diplomat and military eommandar by turma ; and finally fintwhed bie Vite as @ pirete with bir 
jiead-quarters at Gon, whence be along with # dozen Europeans scoured the seme from Bombay to 
Suret on board @ French stoop—Captaie M. de ta Butte, 
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and indifference of the ministers who so far recognised the plausibility of 
lis idea a to tke the first-steps, namely the establishment of direct diplo, 
matic relationship with the Mahrattas, and the Court of Delbi. 

Chevalier reiterated the necessity of strengthening tle forces of the 
Emperor of Delhi with a corps of French troops; and the Minister De Boigne 
noted against the proposition of the Comnvandant of Chandernagar thal a 
despatch of French troops to India would be the signal for a European War. 
Law de Lauriston, the then Governor of Pondichery, was of the same opinion, 
But when Chevalier suggested that there were scattered all over India French 
officers and veteran leaders of bands (called in French “ Parti") of French 
soldiers fighting for their own hand; that these should be pressed into "the 
service of the nation,” (Ne same minister replied that it- was the one thing 
possible under the circumstances which at the same time fell in with the 
policy of the King of France. 

Chevalier kept the minister informed about all the kaliedoscopic changes 
that Were taking place in the North and.in. the South of tndia—of the fall 
of Delhi into the hands of the Mahrattas, and of the victories of Hyder All 
over the English. The French Minister De Boigne wrote (8th August 1772) 
to Duc d! Aiguillon, President of the Council, with reference to the victories 
of Hyder Ali: “Cet dvénement peut avoir les suites les plus sérienses pour 
les ‘Anglais...,,.ct il est important par cette raison de s'occuper de péstablisse- 
ment des comptoirs de I'Inde de manitre que la Nation puisse receuillir 
les débris de la Potssance des Anglais, s‘ils éprovvent quelque revers.” 


It would be necessary here to give a brief account of the principle 
) Partis * which were in existence at the time in India. . 

Hiyel, an Alsatian was with Hyder Ali ot the head of a contingent of 
French troops. Gardé a/ras Bon Enfant with goo French soldiers was 
with Bassalet Jung, Nabob.of Adony, brother of Nizam Ali, Subah of the 
Deccan. | 

Colonel Gentil (Jean Baptiste), Chevalier de Ordre Royal et Militaire 
de St. Louis (1) whe was al one time in the service of Mir Kasim, was with 
Sujah Dowla and is described as. ‘seul confident, consell et hras droit de 
Nabab Sujal) Dowla.” Auber says (Vol. I, p. 201) “upon being urged to 
dismiss from his presence M Gentil, according to the promise be had made 
to the Council, he stated, that if it was insisted upon, he should comply, but 
thar, at the time when the hand of adversity was upon him, when all those 
whom he had clothed and fed forsook him, when he was abandoned by his 
own countrymen and by those of the same religion, this man, who was a 
stranger, ol a different nation and different religion, forgot liim not but 








(t) He was ix Chanderoager ie February 1775- 
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partook of his misfortunes What a reflection will it then be upon me, if I 
an obliged to chase this man from my demintons!" The Court of Directors, 
though appeased Jor the moment, again wrote to Bengal in their letter dated 
the oth April 1772.(1) “As we cannot sce a person of the. abilities of M. 
Gentil (a natural enemy of this pation, as well as of the Company) continu- 
ing in possession of a power ly promote the designs of France, and not 
be alarmed for the consequences of his influetice al the Subsb's Court, you 
miist, therefore, lay hold of the first: favourable opportumity to renéw your 
request to Sujsh Dowla, to remove M. Gentil from his servier." In-1773) 
application was again made-to the Vizic for the dismissal of M, Gentil, although 
Warren Hastings was of opinion that "the man has acquired importance 
from the notice taken of him, tather than from his real power to:affeet 
British interesta" As a counterpotse a British resident was appointed to the 
Court of the Vizer- | 

Sombre" le premier Frangais au service de |"Empereur,” was.the richest 
iree-lance of the time. -His fortune amounted to iheee or four million francs : 
he had under bim “deox ow trois cent Eurepdens ef deux ou trois mille 
cipayes" (Law). His “parti,” which was very well disciptined, had 14 guns. 
In 1773, according to Modave, Sombre was 62, but “ i) a um serail fort au 
dessits de ses besolns.” He died in 1778 ‘d'un cheum negligé”' His life 
has been treated at great length elsewhere—which [ do vot think I need 
produce here.. 

Louis:Laurent Dolisy, Comte de Modave,(2) is 3 person whose name 
figures io the list of French free-lances, but of whom very little is known. 
“ Moidayre, Crécy and du Drenee were gentlemen of character and experience, 
much more than a mateh for the bucolic Jats and Sombré's loafers.” This ts 
all that the writer of "the Great Anarchy“ in the Calcutta Review has got 
to say about him. I give here » fuller account of him than will be found in 
any English notice of this strange personality. “C'est an bel exprit 
philosophe, ayant beaucoup lu, citant avec compiaisance Montesquieu et 
Mode Voltaire, aimant 4 madrigaliser avec les Dames, Modave ecrit avec 
distinction; on aent'chex lui un militaire, et fe noble de cour. ‘Fous nos 
depots publics contiennent des papiers de Iwi, ourelatifs A Tui Tl a fait-une 
infinité d’entreprises. Aprés avoir servi en Allemagne et dans !'Inde, il 
devint Gouverneur de Madaépascer et pianteur aux Iles. Son plantation de 
Ile de France fur de tout seadesseina, celui qui tul fut le plus funeste, II 
sy endetta de telle fagon, que des arrets de contraints par corps fnreat 
rendus contre ful......... elle etait sa situation, quand il.revint, une fois de 
plis, dine IInde." Modave came to Chandernagar where he lived for about 


(1) Anber—Vol. I, page abd ta) T have seen it spelt Maudave. 
34 





134 BENGAL» PAST & PRESENT. 





a year aud Init in September 1772. ‘There was no love lost between him 
ana Chevalier, who wrote of him: Celui de tous qui m‘a le ptus-surprtis, 
cest Mile Comte Modave, Chevalier de S Logis, qui s‘est eclips¢ derniere- 
ment ainsi, pour aller faire l'aventurier. S°i) est arreté par les Anglais, je ne 
croiy pas devoir Je reelamer; ce esyalt faire paltre Inutilement de souppons 
contre mot Et d'‘ailleurs jl.a perdu tote protection de sa nation, en se 
conduisant ainsi, [1 faut cependant convenir que la misére qui le-poignarde 
ét les dettes dont ilest ecrasé, peuvent rendre cette conduits excusable” 
(t5th November 1774). Modave took service with Suja-Dowla on Rs. 2,500 
per month, but on the death of that prince was chased out of Fyzabad along 
with the rest of the company, and subsequently served under Najef Khan (1) 

Dieu, (2) Captain of a vessel ol the French Company was like the Comte 
de Modave in the service of Najef Khan alter they were expelled by Mirza 
Moni. Aumont, a Captain of Dragoons, was a nephewof Dupleix. Soulier 
“chel d'un petit Parti" had two battalllons imder him et Fyzabad Le 
Chevalier du Drenec was with Najef Khan. Du Lalieé © chef d'un important 
parti Frangais au servive de Nazim Ali dont il eet Vappui, |'organ et le 
conse,” 

There were quite a host of others whose, names, | give below; some al 
them cot a more prominent figure than others; J, Aubert, Clemasin, Criscoll, 
dé Kerseao, Montinirel, la Martintére; de Cressi, Rozet, Pedron, La Genetais, 
Attier, Du Breteuil, Pluart, Brugeen, Fabre, Robert, Pillet, Calvé, La 
Sauvagére, Panly, Le Vassoult. 

To rally these derelicts tothe cause of 2 country which many remem- 
bered but faintly and few hoped to return to, was no easy task. The oldest 
of these " partizans "was Sombre. If weare to believe the testimony of a 
brother of the same trade, namely Comte de Modave, there was no love lost 
between Chevalier and Sombre. Modave says: "Sombre se moque de 
Chevalier parce que ce dernier yeut lui persuader sic’ sé ranger des Anglais, 
d‘avancer au Government Francais 800,000 roupies & employer aux fortifica-- 
tions de Pondichery.” Parting with the ‘ducats” he hal carned with his 
blood was too heavy a call upon his patriotism, even supposing he did look 
upon France as his “patrie.’ Chevalier hada hatred for the German. This 
coupled with the well-known character of Sombre, pechaps accounts for 
Chevalier not addressing Sombre, the oldest pertizan in the country, when 
he wanted one of his countrymen in the court of Delhi, with a French force, 





th) Modave wrote « valuable record of his adventeres jue" Mémoire "—which is to be foun 
among the a Archive: du Sous—Secretariat d'Etac in) Paris, Te inion manuscript and la called 
* Journal ly voyage du Beugile & Deihi.” 
(2) Jean Frangole Dieu, officer do vaiseau, war je Chandernager in fenmary o7zq. | He becanie 
as evsiilery officer in the feet of mutiren ; he was killed at the battle of Goodelour, 
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to stand by the Emperor and to act-as.an intermediary between himself and 
the Great Mogol. He discovered Rene Madec, who was at the time in the 
court of the Jat Raja of Dig. 

Revd Madec, whose ‘party was next to that of Sombre in pomt of 
seniority, has an interesting history. Fot the purposes of this article it is not 
necessary to go into the details of bis life anterior to the time when Chevalier 
thought of him asa possible representative of the nation in the Court of 
Dethi. Suffice it to say bere that after the fall of Pondichery on 14th January 
1761, Madec was a prisoner in the hands of the English, and was kept 
confined in the prisons of Madras, along with others of ‘his nationality. The 
sufferings of thes¢ prisoners of war were so great that they readily yielded to 
the offer of military service in Bengal, on the understanding that they would 
nol be made to fight except against the Indians. Madec and his compatricts 
fought under Major Adams under the walls of Moxudabad and at Rajemabal 
(Gheria and Oodhuanala), and Patna, Then came the first sepoy war of #764 
which the French historian attributes mainly to arrears of pay for 22.months 
the French mercinaries headed by Madec left the English camp, and marched 
northward till they came tothe court of Sujah-Dowla, who received them 
“avec les marques dela plus haute faveur.” Madec and his followers fought 
on the side of the Vizir and Emperor in the battle of Buxar, which was 4 
defeat converted into a victory by Major Munro, says Madec in his 
Memoirs. In the treaty of Allahabad (76th August 1765), (1) the English 
stipulated that Sujah-Dowla should send away the French, including Sombre 
and Madec, from his service. By the end of the year Madec had gone over 
to. the Rohbillas; his “patty” counted 40a men with 6 gums for the 
maintenapee of which he received Rs. toeoo per month In 1767 he was 
with the Jats at Dig. 


it was while Madec was in the service of the Jats at Dig (not the Raja 
of Gobd, who was a different potentate though of the same tribe) that 
Chevalier made his first overtures to him. On 20d Apri) 1771, Chevalier 
wrote his first letter to Madec to discover his attitude and gauge his feelings 
about the ever-shifting scenes in the great theatre of India where everyone 
of the actors were playing for high stakes. He told Madec that the life of an 
adventurer would lead him nowhere; he invited him to stand by his country 
and held out a promise of royal favour if Madec should "take the new road 
which will be marked out for him.” 

Madec, though not quite so" illiterate aud ignorant “(2) as he has been 
represented to be, did not understand the hidden import of Chevalier's 
2 ee 

(t) Gentil, ow bobaif of Sujat-Dowta, negociated with General Carnac, 
(a) Compton» Earopesn Military Adventurers of Mindwetan, p- 572. 
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enigmatic letter. He only wrote back to say that he was so. far away [rom 
Bengal that the chances of his rendering any service to the nation were very 
remote, all that tie wanted was to go back to France, and lie requested 
Chevalier to help him mm securing 4 passport. 

Chevalier’s second letter to Madec written after about g months {aoth 
Janwary 1772) was more explicit. After congratulating Madec on the 
strength of his forces, which at this time amounted to 3,000 men with F2-guns, 
he breaks his project to him, and says how 2 judicious use of these forces 
may render immense service to the cause of the nation, “ Our natural allies 
are the Marhattas who hold the Emperor in their hands: The true policy of 
France is to operate in concert with them, and the Mogol court and attack 
the English in Bengal. Your course lies in taking service with the great Mogal. 
Tell that prince that we havea force of 12,000 men in the Isle of France, 
Offer him the -services of two to three thousand French soldiers from this 
little force, iLonly he shewld assure the payment of passage and pay; keep 
me always informed of Ipcal intrigues.” 

Tt is doubtful if Madec understood the dnft of the seconil letter of 
Chevalier, for he replied vaguely to say that he was at the dispesa) ef His. 
Majesty the King of France and that at the first signal given he would fall 
upon Bengal with a force ro thousand strong. The answer of Madec wae 
too redolent of Gallic exuberence to be taken seriously, 

On agth July 0772, Chevalier wrote his third letter to Madee, which | 
reproduce mm ¢xtense. 


M. Madee, Commandant les troupes dans le service des Djattes A Agra. 


CHANDERNAGAR, 
le 24 Sutlled 9772. 


Monsieur. Je n'ai regu qn’hier votre lettre dn 5 du mois passé ct je 
mempresse d'y repondu sur |e champ. 

fe ne puis que donner 4 vos sentiments pour notre maitre: commun et 
notre Patric, tous les éloges qu'lls meritent, et vous ponves Mire nssuré que 
je me feral un plaisir de ley faire cconnditre ay ministre, en vous mecomman- 
dant 4 lui, et en sollicitant ses bontés pour vous, par fa premitre expédition 
que je me propose de faire incessament. Je vous exhorts, Monsieur, de 
continoer dans cette fagon de penser, et d’y persister constammant, jusqu’A 
ee qu’ une occasion favorable so présente, de réniire les services signalés dont 
votre situation: actuelle yous metA portée. Elle est peal etre plus prochaine 
que nous ne le pensons, cette occasion, et ily abien de l'apparence qu'il ne 
se passera pas désormais de longues années sans que la guerre ne se déclare, 
La France commence 4 souffir impatiemment Je joug que les Angiais ne 
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cessent d'apprsentic sur ses sayets dans |'Inde, et poisqae ses representations 

repeteds ne leur ont appartt ancun aodlagemeat, Dl n‘eat pas douteux que Von 

va prendre des mesures officaces poor 36 fairy justice par la Kirso—Deja, et 
yous me |ignorer pas, rout avons A I'Ile de France uy corps formidable de 
Trotipes, composés de plas dir 10,000 honimes des premiera Regiments du 
Royaume, non compris un corps nombrenx do Cafres qui, comme vous le saver, 

out Jeur-mérite. Des forces aussi proiigituses devraient. relever le cournge 
de tous les princes’ qui sont aussi impatients qué nous de la tyrannte de 
Venneml commut, et pour peu qu'il veaillent se préter & seconte ) nos vies 
lorsqu'il en sera temps, vous poliver jes aesirer que les pOtces ne tendent 4 

nntre choses qu’a devenit leurs libérateurs ct & lent restituer un pays sur 
lequel eux seuls-ont mm droit lkgitine L'Empereur. particulitcement, doit 
Aire velui quest le plus touch de toutes les divisions qui déshinent eon 

Fimpire, et comme i! est le plus intéressé Db faire rentrer dans le devour et 

Vobéinsance les Provinces qui sei annt Mcartées, shit par les motifs Winter et. 

soit par nécessité, i] semble aussi que c'est fui qui dolt ire le plos ineliné * 
faire Te pins-grands efforts pour y féudsir, et pour rétablir, dans toute Vétendue 
de ses Etats, enn autorité. quiest depuls:si longtemps aviliZ, <t mSprisfe 

C’est donc & fai, principalement, qu’ll me semble que vous devea vous attacher 
pour le déterminer & faire queique grands entreprise dans ces paysct, a lu 

offrant, de votre edté, de Ie scconder et, une fois lee choses e#ront an train, 

5) combinées avec: sareté, assurezle que, de man efte, Il trouvera toutes bos 

facilites qu'il pourra déirer. Ce oe sont point les formes qui manquent, 

mais bien largent; et, oi) pent fournir te deriving, je me charge de \ut 

procurer te) corps d/Europeens qu'il poarra demandes, pour pew qu'il mn 

preone & san fompte Is eolde et Viitretioii, et que. te plas, 1) amen lee 

foods iéonseaires pourte lui faire parvetiir Un- fale ge’an papell corps 

serait rend prds de sa personne, c'est pour tout de bon qq’! powrrait +e 

regarder comm mattre, enfin, and soy pays, cf en Stat di faire les lois 4. 
Wuiconque ouerait encore sx déclarer: son ennemi, et refuser de i pesidee 

toute pbdigsnnce, M. du jarday, qui jal envoyé aupres de tal pour toutes 

ses Whuires, al quia dise mmidre prée de vaite em peiseznt, Vout aura 

entretemt de towtes ‘Gee mmaititrés, ominsi tie fe le intat recount ie | eh pe 
n'ai aneun’ doute que vous ne rods sayier pret, (le vatre cote, authnt qurtla 

gura été en vous, A Faire reussir dis vues st essentiolles pour lar etabliesement. 
Je Ia nation, pour sa gioire ef pour son sntéret. 

J'ai toute caphce de confiance dane Casrem AIF Khas, 1 We praten 
dlouter: et c'est auest sur Idi que je compte beaucomp pour ta rénssite de 
Loules cea négocations. |) yaaa moyen efr de cunquirir le Pongale : c’est 
do vaincre Vermesnl sania conbattre. Il faut pour cela un Corpy de: ravalerie 
bie commandé qui par we guerre destructive ompéche les manufactures et la 
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cultore des terres.en évitant toujours le rencontre de l'envemi, Par ce moyen 


til met Is famine dans les pays anéantit tout commerce, et détruit tous les 
reves. Les Anglais, ane fois rérduite A-cette extrdmité, setaient forces + 


demander ta paix, et & recevoir Ja loi quion youdrait leur imposer, puisque, 
bientOt, is trouversient hore d’etut de soatenir la guerre, faute de fonds 
pour payer leur troupes, Celles-ci, se trouvant sans pale, ne manqueraient 
pas de les abandonner surtout les cipayes, qui seront tonjours préte A passer 
S \enmeand, quand on voudes leur fairer des offres avantagenses. La Compagnie 
elleméme, voyant son commerce interrompu, et mea recevant plus de. 
cargaitous & Vordinaire, serait le premitre & desirer la paix, et elle 
Vachhterait meme onx dépens de toutes ses possessions, plutét que de perdre 
aon commerce. Reflechisses bien sur ce plan, qui est d'nie exdention sire 
et facile; el voyrz, ensuite, si vous ne pouriex pas lier t9 partie ayer 


Enrperear, en-y. intérresanf) Kassem All Khan. (lay porterait dautent: 


plus volontiers, que c'est ta crule ressource qu'il ail-ppur rentrer dans ses 
ttats, dont il a dté chassé injustement, et aprés lesquels il pe cesse de: soupirer, 
M. Sombre de son cite, ne doit pas etre éloigné d'entrer dans ces ¥ues, pour 
st venger des Anglais qui ont mis sa tite & prix, ot qui ont menané de la faire 
pendee, ei] tombait entreleurs mains. Si vous pouver coduire les‘affairs 
de mamiére que toutes que je yous propose toi juisse s’extester, je yous 


feral passer avec plaisir ut trés facilement d'excellents officiers d'lnfanterie. 


et de Cavalerie pour vous seconder, Et cela n'empéchera pas, aussi, que l'on 
nenveie A VEmpereur te corps de trotipes Enropéennes qu'il youdra avoir 
auprés de lut pour sa sureté, lequel servirait, en mime temps, pour execution 
(du plan en question. Faites:moi, je yous price, prampte réponse sur (ous 
ces olyects importants, afin que ‘je prenne mes mesures-en conséquence. 

Vous me marquex que I'Empereur prendta proballement Ie partt d'aller 


dans te Déean, avec fe Mabrattes. C’est suivant mol, de tous, te plug: 


mauvais qo'll puisse imaginer, et ilne doit-y penser qGaprés qu'il aura fnit 
la conguate de Bengale, ef iil atira affermi son atitorité dans rette Provinen, 
en ce, quietant aug riche gue fertile, elle: iui procurera une trds: gtanils 


ressourre. Et en secnid Jieu, camme o‘rst un Port considerable, il pourra. 
y embarquer see troupes pour les transporter dans telle: endroit du Décan 


fou de see autres: Etats) qu'il iugera A propos. En trosiéme lieu, par ce 
moyen, ilee rapprochera dle nous; nous anpins, ainsi, plus A portée de toi 


fournir tous tts ACCOR: ‘it pourra domandor, et que nous serons toujours 


préts \ lui procurer.”’ 
In this letter Chevalier harjs upon his favourite theme of having « 
French corps in the Imperial army which, ns he expected would at onve 


strengthen the position of the Einperor and further the cause of France, The. 


ministry i France did potback ap the idea of Chevalier: it was rather in 
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lavour of “eneonrager fes Partizana Franyais kh se grouper autour da Grand 
Mogol” But Chevatier was obstinate, and though, he received Hi encaurging 
response, dnd sometines 16 response at all from home to tis oft-repeated 
suggestions, he did not give up hie favourite scheme, bul worked steadily 
again amore fuvdureblie turn of affatrs. 

‘The last letter seemed to win Maden to his way of thinking, and Madee 
weds ow dhe look out for an opportunity to leave tho service of his patron the 
Jat king of Diz and go over te Shah Alum If. One af the reasons that 
twiped lia to make np tia mind, was, perhaps, tle more practicalone of 4 
couple of mimth's pay amounting: to" §00,000 livres tournois” having 
fallen into arrears, with slender chances of immediate realization. The French 
proverb, “Pas d'argent pas de Suisse “-applied as well to. these soldiers of 
fortune asta their prototypes in Europe, who served not tei "Chel ™ hut 
their “ Suid=!* Mudeo writes, however, “cette fcttre (pf Chevalier) 
heatitouys pis pressmate que les autres cheval de me canvainere du triste 
état of était'Ia nation dana le nord, et de me déterminey a tout sacrifice 
jour ini procurer-des alliances capablis d'inquitter tes Anglais en ce pays, 
ct de les engager dans une guetre niineuse au Bengale, en attendant une 
fupture en Europe, Je ne songeal plus quaux moyers: de pusser an service 
de \'Empereat,” 

But a: a practical man who had had a varied experience of Inilian 
poleniates, many of whom he had served, and whose knowledge of Indian 
character was more real than that of Chevalier, Mader said: “ Mais, je 
répondis a M, Chevalier, quil-était inutile de penser a lirer aucom SecouTe 
argent des. Puistances indigtnes sar des simple spéculations et 
perspective d‘avantages ¢loignets. |‘ajoutal quae pour tout obtenir it fallait 
d‘abord faire une décente au Bangale y battre les Augltis: aprds quol he: reste: 
viendrait tout sul." . 

M. dis Jarday, te Emissary of Chevalier om hic way to the Court of Delhi, 
at Madee and tied to impress apoa him the pulicy of Chevalier, namely tu 
gu over to ve Great Mogal or to those Princes wha wen likely to be useftl 
to the French im their projected trial af strength with the English: The Jats 
ia Whose service Madwe was, were, at the time, the ednimon! exemies of the 
Emperor on the oot fund and of the Machattas on the other; and the 
presesice of a French captain with a trained band in the cup of thelr muteal 
enemy was mot quite compatible with the frtendly relations which Chevalier 
wanted to cultivate with tham. “This seem (4 have been the main secret uf 
Chevilier’a Irsetance upon Madec to go over to tly: court ol Dalhi. 

“Bat Madec was between the horns of adilenima. Tu leave the Jats was 
no easy matter: he would not only lave to give up all channes of realizing: his 
arrears of pay, but he might have to fight his way out of thetc hands. To 
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remain with the Jale was evidently inconsistent with the project of Chevalier: 
which bby this time was also his own, While in the midst of thie perplexity 
‘Maitée received the fourth letter of Chevalier dated Chandernagar, the 16th 


August 1772 
M. Mades, Conimandant lee Troupes Djattes, Barpour. 
CHANDERNAGAK, 
t6th Act 8778. 


Monsicur,—Je recoie dans fe monient votre lettre im 8 fy mone pased, et 
nie presne a'y c@poniter sur le champ. 

Par re que vous me marques de l'etat actual du pays deDelhs, et iles 

dispositions of est le Roi, conjuintement avee les Mahrattes Il est a presamer 
yu'auasitat les pluies passés) il ne tardera pasa faire paraitre ses forces =ur 
tes frontices du Bengalr, ot je le desireats die hon coeur pour la délivernice 
de latyrannie sous laquelle tout le paye gemit. Mais, mon inquittude est 
fz savoir a lee troupes de ce Princ sont assey aguerries: pourse presenter 
devant colles des Anglais, comptisete d’environ 2,000 Europeans et 24,000. 
clpayes, et qui seront. de plus coutenues par toutes celles de Sudjah-Dowla, 
qai s'il alicw d'etre méeontent du Prince (Emperor), un hésitera pas die se 
iléclarer en leur faveur. Dans an parei! doute, qui n’est que trop ford, je 
désiperale que le Roi et les Marhattos voulfissent saivme le consell quo j'aurais 
4 leur donner. C’est de diffecer leur attaque contre les Anglaia jusqu’s ce 
qaila fussent fornia par jes Troupes Auxiliaires dont je vous ai parlé, et que 
joffre de faire venir de }"Jle de Peance pourya que lon me Fasse passer, ow 
‘a M. Law, tes fonds nécessaires pour les dépenses, ge qui est an objet qui ne 
paul dire molndre d'une vingtame de laklis—En arceptant: cette proposition, 
i! est Incile de leur promurer quatre 4 cing mille hommes des incilleures troupes 
dy France: Avee un parell corps; /Emperene est-aseuré, non seulement de 
menirer en possession ln Bengals ef den chasset les Anglais, male encore 
ds soumetire tons le Gouverncure dra sos Provinces, qui font dilfioulté ile 
reconnalire gon authorité, vt de payor Ins revenues: Cest alors quill Mew aie 
pits then 4 crafudre, ef qu'il alfermtrail sa puissance (iy tous edits, ple 
adilide ment qve ne \'a, prut-elno, jamate dé celle d’aucun dp ges preédécessears. 
Le parti que je conseille ici est certainnignt le plus soge et le plus portidait, 
ot ne demande qi‘we année fe retard dans |exéoutiow; mais, si les choses 
ant tellement avancées qu'il n'y-att pls a reculer, et ef vous entrez.au serving 
du Roi comme vous le lui aves proposs, le principal point & lil reconmapiler, 
et dont tine don s'écatter: A wuenn prix, c'est de ne jamnis <r battre en 
batallle yangée, mats de pluift tnire le genre de guerre desiryctif init: fe woe 
ai parlé dans ma dernlére lettre 
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Je Joue, comme ils le meritent, les sentiments patrictiques que vous 
exprimes dans votre lettre; Ils sont d'un bon Frangais, ct d'un homme quis 
lu noble ambition de se faire un nom cn servant utilement {a mation. Por 
remplir am objet si beau il est cerlain que vous ue pouver rien faire de mieux 
que de passer avec: vos trouprs au service du Roi; vous serez, en sulle, en 
état de pagner sa confiance ecotiére, et de lui faire gotter, pew a peu, les 
projets que je vous indique, comme. ceux qui peavent déevenir ly plus avanta- 
geux tint A son service, qu'au succés de notre nation. I) est certain qoe 
jamais i! ne parviendra A recouvsir son autorité, et & I'¢tablir solidement 
dans toutes ses Provinces, sans qu'il ait un corps de troupes Eurgpéennes 
assez considérable pour se faire craindre de tous les ennemiies qui pourraient 
se combiner contre tui, en tel nombre quiils fuseent. I! faut donc continuelle. 
ment Mentretenir dans cette idge, et, jusqu'a ce qu'il lait mise & exécution, 
we cesser de la lui présenter comme ce qu'il y ade plus convenabile 4 s¢s 
iutéréts, A -sa sfireté, A sa puissance. Encore une fois, les. troupes 
Frangaises ne lui manqueront pas Inrsqu'll Jes demandera, ct quill voudra 
avancer les dépenses nécessaires pour leur transport jusqu’s Delhi, en se 
chargeant miauite de les entreteor, lorsqu’ elles seront aupres detain. Si vous 
réussissez dang ce plan Politique soyez assuré que yous vous iynulortaliserds 
% jamais auprts de notre Miuistére, qui s’empressera do yous contbler 
de récompenses les plus Mlatteuses, qu’surunt mérités vos récls suceés. 
Ausattit que vous aurez commenct cette négociation pour la réussite: de 
laquellé vous ne devrez rien negliger, faites mois part successivement. de ses 
progrés, afin que jetravaille en conséquencu, ¢{ qué je puisse faire passer 
aux Hes les avis nécessaires pour que l'on y lenny tes troupes prétes A partir, 
aussitht qu'il sera. tempa. Peut-etre mime pourrait il arriver que je m'y 
rendiase mui-méme pour hater |/Expédition, et les conduire 4 Delhi, par, ta 
route afire que je connais, 

Cassem Ali: Khao, dont vous me parlez, peut vans seryir: beavooup dans 
dette intrigue ; son intérét particuller le porte invinciblement 4s aktacher aux 
n&tres, puisque ce o’est que par ous qu'il peul reassir 2 centre: dans la 
possession d‘un pays quilut tient A coos, ct dont iba cté si injustement 
chassé. UW on’y a dane pas de doute qu'il ne travaille efficacement & Vextcution 
de ces projets, et je pease que vous ne saarles micux faire que de l'y 
employer, C'est ee que purteut les instructions ile Mudou Jurday, ct je ne 
doute point qu'il s'entendy 4 leur 4ujet avec vous, #insi que fe le Tui 
recommande,” 

Mir Kasim goes into the back-groun! afier the batile of Buxar, and 
ceases to exist as'an active factor in the politics of thy subsequent epoch 
History is silent as to what became of him when the friple entente broke up 
at Buxar (Oct. 1764}. tt would be interesting therefore, to quote here front 
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Madec's “ Memoires an pocount of his accidental meeting with Kasim Ali 
Khan in June 1773, ata place called Bede, 10. leagues from Godh, (1) on 
the way to Narvar, 

")'y trouval, Cassem Ali Khan, Nabab du Bengale prét & partir pour 
aller implorer le sevours du premier Prince Indien qui pourrait le faire 
subsister. Toute ja terre s‘tmagine que ce Prince a des richesses, mais; je 
pulse certifier qu'il va exactement rien, et qu'll est duns une misére noire. 
Depuis que tes Anglais l'ont chassé du Rengale, ila vécu parle moyen de 
quelques bijoux qu'il avait sauvés: miais il n'a plus rien Comme ce Prince 
eavait que je devais passer, i] avait arrangé son départ pour quitter les térres 
du Radjah, en profitant de ma protection; 

I) fit tre bien de s’arréter & ce parti; car, au moment ob nous allions 
nous metire en marche, le Radjeh (of Gohd) envoya lordre de Varréter, pour 
un prét de 7,000 roupies qu'il Iu} avait consentl Cet incident m‘obliges & 
faire halte, J’écrivis au Radjah que je me portais garant de cette somme ; 
en conséquence je te priais de ne point imquiéter le Nabab, et de ne mettre 
aucun obstacle A son départ. 

Le Radjah, voyant que je m'intéressais 4 cette affaire, écrivit A Cassem 
Ali Khan qu’ll lol fsisait remise de sa dette, qu'll pouvait partir—Nous 
continuimes notre route; et en pew de jours, ce Prince et moi, nous nous 
rendimes & Narvar. Ainsi, sa pauyreté n'est point tquivoque, puise qu'il 
aurait été forcé de rester dans le Pays du Radjah comme prisonnicr, faute de 
pouvoir payer.” 

From the above account it may well be imagined what chance there was 
of Kasim Ali being of any belp to the cause which Chevalier had at heart. 
History records how a roving Humayun came back to the throne of Dethi, 
but in the case of Kasim Ali, history was not going to repeat itself. 

Let us go back—. Madec was actoally nogotiating with the Great Mogul 
lor the transfer of his services to him, when the fifth letter of Chevalier 
reached him at Daurel. 


M. Madec, Commandant des Troupes au Service des Djattes A. Daurel, 


CHANDERNAGAR, 
& Décembre 1772: 
Monsieur, J’at regu, ily a peu de jours, votre lettre sans date, mais que 
je présume devoir tre du 12 Octobre dernier, par celle que m’a écrite M. de 
Montmirel, Jy ai va avec plaisir le 2tle et les sentiments patriotiques qui 
Vous animent, et ne puis trop vous exhorter 4 y petsister, Un gallant 


(i) Aober's British Power in India, Vol. 1, page ang—* lt was stated that the Rane of Gohad 
bud invited him to reside at Gwalior, as « place better fitted lor his achemes than the coantry of the 
Robilles” (176g) 
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homme se doit ata Patric avant tout, et avant méme lauteur de ses jours 
qui u'vecupe que te second degré d'affcction dans le cour d'un loyal 
subject. 

Lorsque: je vous ai invité 4 augmenter votre troupe Je plus qu'il vous sera 
possible, je n'ai piétendy vous engager & le faire & vos dépens, mais bien 4 
cour du Prince, au service duquel vous entrerez, Je vous Mai déja dit, 
Monsieur, il n'y a que celui de }'Empereut qui puisse vous convenir comme te 
(lue honorable, ev soutenant Ke Maitre légitime, tout autre ne doit étre 
iegardé que comme un Usurpatear od un Rebelle; ect ily aurait de bs honte 
S le défendre dans sa rebelfion, & wouins dy etre forcé par des circonstances, 
que seuls peuvent excuser la chase. Tant que ces circonstances, n’exister- 
ont pas, a nation, par preference, épousera le party du Prince. Sen bonneur 
'y engagr, et sea intérésts mémes le denrandent. Qvitiez donc, en 
coustyuemer, lit plutér que vous le pourres, ly service du Radjah pour 
yous attacher &l"Empereur, aprés toute-fois, que vous aurez falt vos conditions. 
Une fois auprés de tui, vous lui remontrerez la nécessité daugmenter votre 
troupe, combien elle fait sa sbreté, et, pour lors, ce sera a tai Aen fournir tes 
fonds nécessaires. Da cote de votre nation, Monsieur, vous devez compter 
sur Ic plus prompt avancement, et les honneurs fes plus désirables, aussitot 
que vous vous serez mis & liew de lui rendre les services éclatantes que 
votre situation doit vous rendre aisés, si vous savez mettre ¥atre position 4 
profit, Deja, j'ai Gerit A la cour A votre sujet, et je o’at aucun doute qu’avec 
la réponse, il ne me vienne le Brevet que j'ai demandé pour vous. Celte 
gtice accordée, i] vous en viendra bientOt une seconde, mais encore ane 
lois, pour acctiérer l'accomplissement de vos souhaits, passer ches I'Empereur 
s'il ésire vos services, aprés que vous les lui aures.offerts & des conditions 
convenables, Vos seules forces doivent Gtre capables te faire pencher la 
balance de son cOté contre tous les Gouverneur et Nababs qui refuseraient de 
reconnaitre son Autorité, surtout état allié aux Mahrattes qu'il est important 
de ménager, et d’attacher A la nation, par ta raison que cette race belliqueuse 
est devente, aujourd'hui, ly Puissance Ja plus formidably de |" Hindustan, 

Dans les lettres que j'aurai occasion d'écrire 4 I'Empereur je ne manquerat 
pas de parler de vous dans les termes que vous souhaites, ot de tii 
recommanier de prendre confiance en vous. Je Val déjA fait, et je te 
répéterai dans les termes les plus forts. 

M. do Jarday m‘a fait un rapport tout semblable au votre ‘sur les affaires 
ct In politique du Pays que vous habites, et m's lait apercevoir des 
difficultés. Mais elles ne doivent pas tebuter des ames courageuses. Plus 
elles sont insurmontables, plus ily a d'honneur & les vaincre, Enfin! fl est 
question de relever Ia mation de ses matheurs pass4s, et de lui. rendre sa 
gioire et sa splendeur, Commences-cn done les préparatife; et je compte 
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beaucoup sur vous pour réussir dans un but aussi logable et aussi gloricux. 
En travaillant avec M.du Jarday d'un commun concert, et aver harmonie, 
je ne fais aucun doute que yous ne réussissies l'on et l'autre dans la mission 
que vous est confiée. I] en réserltera pour vous un honneur infini, qui ne 
sauraift que vous attirer toute la reconnaissance de la nation.” 

Alter the receipt of this letter Madec closed with the offer of Shah Alum 
Il, on terms which [ give in Madec’s own words. “ Je recevrais 40,000 
roupies par mois, avec faculié d'sngmenter ma troupe au chiffre que je 
jugersia boo. Je recevrais titre de Nabab, et on m’en expédis d'ailleurs la 
Patente.” Madec could extricate himself and his men oly after a stiff 
pesistence offered by the forces of the Jat ruler, which cost him zoo men and 
a lew camels, Madec made quite a triumphal entry into Delhi alter having 
been received at the gate by the brother of Najef Khan the tmperial 
gencratissimo’ On the third day he was received in andience by the 
Emperor limsel{, and was presented with “une robe de drap d'or, de ta 
crenture et du sabre, du turban, de laigrette de pierreries, et il lui donna un 
cheval." This was prepared by Chevalier who wrote to the Abbé de St. Estevan 
at Parison 6th March +773. “A mon instigation Madec a quitté te Radjah 
des Djattes pour l'Empereur _..., a regu le titre de Bore. Le voila done 
rendu of je le deésirais, et jouissant dela plus grande considération. tant 
auprés du Prince qu’ auprés des Mahrattes. Sudjah-Dowls lui u écrit pour venir 
A son service ; et je le connais patriote, et je strais persuadé qu'il oe fera rien 
de contrsire \ ce sentiment. Je demande pour lui au Ministre une commis. 
sion. du Capitaine.” 

Chevalier's suspicions about Sudjah-Dowla were not well founded, as it 
is known to history that, while apparently friendly to the English, he was at 
heart their enemy, looking out for opportunities to turn against them, Bat 
a sudden knock of destiny had, in the meantime, brought about a brisk change 
in the conibinations of parties that were arrayed one against the other, The 
battle at the gates of Delhi between the Mahrattas Jats and Rohillaw on 
the one sido and the Emperor on the other, had heen fought and the Emperor 
was nade to sign an ignominious treaty. “It wasatwelye month toa day 
after the Emperor had entered his capital (25th Deceimber 1771) on the 
shoulders of the Mabrattas that he was constrained W open its gotes to their 
hostile battalions and to submit to all their demands” (Marmshman)}, The 
news of this bewildering change of affairs had reached Chevalier ut Chandes- 
nagar, sometime before the 12th of Februaty 1773 on which date he wrote 
the following letter in cipher to Madec, | 

Monsieur, Je serais dans la plus vive inquigtode A votre égard, si M, do 
Jarday, de qui j'ai regu des lettres ily a peu de temps ne men avait tiré, en 
Mapprenant que vous étiez & Delhi; 9% vous jouissez d’unc parfait sayté,— 
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J'ai ete informé de la manitre dont vous avez quitté Je Djattes pour passer 
dans le Parti de \"Empereur, du combat que vous avez ev & soutenir conire 
les troupes du Radjah quia vouly s'opposer A votre départ, et vous barrer 
le passage, dela bravoure et de lintrépidité avec lesquels vous los avez 
repoussées en leur tuant beaucoup de monde, enfin, du bonheur avec fequel 
vous aver fait votre retraite & peu de perte. Cela Monsieur vous fait le plus 
grand homneur, et je ne vais par manquer d’en informer le Ministre, par ta 
lettre que je vals lui écrire sous pew de jours, L'Emptrear, en vous recevant 
avec la distinction qu’il vous a témoignée s'est fait honneur & lui-méme. C'est 
ane preuve qu'il rend justice A votre mérite. Je ne doute pas qu’h present 
vous ne possédiez toute sa confiance, et que vous ne lemployiez toute ontitre 
peur Je bien de Ja nation. WEmperear se trouvera aujourd’hul, par 
reconnaissance obligé dé vous accorder tout ce.que vous pouresz lui demandes 
suivant \'dtendue du pouvoir limité of il se trouve.—Vous l/aver défendu 
contre les Mahrattes, dans le temps qu’ils t+ tenaient assiégé dans x3 
Forteresse; rt j'apprends avec plaisir que ceux-ci, loin de vous en voolnir 
du mal, nen ant que plus d’estime pour vous. 

Il'est important, pour les affaires, de vows lier le plus fortement possilile 
aver ‘les Princes de la cour, et surtout avec Sindhia, que l'on dit le plus 
puissant et Je plus afferm. Lear bonne volonté pour vous, et la puissance 
de cette nation peut vous @tre utile un jour, Vous devez donc mettre cette 
bonne volonté en usage, tAcher d’attacher les Mahrattes & vos Intéréts, et de 
vous les rendre favorables 

L’on miassure que, par le dernier Traité entre I'Empereur et les 
Mahrattes, il a été obligé de Jear c€der en toute propriété ses deux Provinces 
de Coré et de Bénarts, Tis vont donc bientdt se présenter pour en prendte 
possession. Mais, ile rencontreront de la résistance de Ia part de Sudjab- 
Dowla, qui Ini méme sera soutenu partes Anglais, Ces demiets verraicnt 
avec peine les Maharattes dane lout yoisinage : i! ea résultera, conséquemment 
une guerre longue et opinidtre. Pent ttre Ia fagon dont les Mahrattes 
desraient se Comporter, serait Wenvoyer un gros corps de Cavalerie dans le 
Bengalr pour y faire une guerte destructive; par th, ils opéreraient une 
diversion avantageuse: Elle attirerait les forces des Anglais au secours de 
leur propre pays; parce moyen, Sudjah-Dowla ae trouverait réduit 4 Jutter 
avec ses scules torces: 

Les Mahrattas, en topant ice plan d/opérations, doivent se comporter 
die manitre & éviter constamment toute esptce de combat avec les troupes 

see sera facile, en allant toujours d'un autre cdté que celitt of 
celles-ci se trouveront, Quand les Mahrattes appreandront que les Anglais 
sont pres deux, quills fuient, et, chemin faisant, qu'tls. detruisent tous les 
Revenus dy Pays et, surtout tes manufactures, Tel est le moyen de vainere 
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les Anglais sans combattre. Que feront ils, lorsque leur Paye oe leur 
fournira plus rien pour subsister, plus d'argent pour payer letirs troupes, 
plus de commerce, de toute nteessité les Anglais seront contraints i 
demander fa paix, et & in reeevair aux conditions qu'on youdra bien leur 
imposer. 

Je sais, Monsieur, par des ayis certains, que Soudjal-Dowla a 6 ou doit 

vous écrire, et yous faire dés propositions, pour vous engager de quitter le 
service de 'Empereur “afin de vous: attacher au sien; que, mime A cette 
condition, les Anglais offrent de vous sccorder votre grAce Mais, je suis. 
trés assure, par toutes vos letters, du patriotisme qui regne dans votre cceur, 
‘et de V'ambition que vous aver 'de servir votre sation. Vous rejeteree donc, 
comme vous In devez de pareilles propositions, comme contraires aux: intértts 
dela France: En effetone serait-ee pas servir ses encmics, ot augmentor 
leur pitissance? Cene sont sfirement pas li vos vues et vos. projets, et je 
vais en étre caution pour vous auprés du Ministre, 4qui j'ai demandé pour 
vous des ;ccompenses, qui vous parviendront par les vaisseaux tle ceite 
année.’ LL] 

Chevaliers preference of the Enyperor a3 the rallying point of these 
adventurers and the centre of intrigne was rudely shakew when the Malirattss, 
the de facto rulers of Deli, on behalf of the Jats whom Madec had just 
left and of the Roliillas, were battering the gates of Delhi, and Madee was 
foand fighting on the side of the Emperor against the Mahrattas who were 
being couciliated on helialf of the French. This intricate situation required 
& master hand te grapple, and netiher Law the ¢ynie nor Chevalier the 
enthusiast was found equal to the occasion. Up to this time the Court of 
Versailles was absolutcly Indifferent to its interests in India, and the ministers 
were Very much averse to initiating any new move. Sothat all the intrigue 
with) the Indian Princes emanated for the time being either from Law at 
Pondichery or Chevalier at Chandernagar; they expected perhaps. the 
ministry to come to their aid when the time was ripe. Law-and Chevalier, 
however, were not of one mind in the vxecutiong of their plan. Law looked 
spo an alliance with Hyder Ali or the Mabirattas against the English a3 A 

seductive mirage" j nevertheless he weld, if possible, rally round Hyder 
All by way af preference, whrteas Chevalier stood out for the Emperor. Law 
said: “Cledt té cependant une ‘belle occasion, de-rassembler autour de 
Hyder All Khan sous les ordres de M. Rusenl, cette quantité de soldats 
frangais qui ee tronvé répandue ¢4 et hi, dans toute "Hindoustan. I yena 
3 on 400 auprés do Bassalet Zing sous le commandement du Sieur Gardé, jl y 
ena peut-rtre plus encore intre Agra et Delhi, qai forment divers corps sous 
les ordres d'un nommé Sombre, et d'in nommé Madec: celui-ch est auphes 
du Grand Mogol.” Bur ae to hint such o rally under one single 
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commend had its difficnlties: "Je wois eependast bien des difficultés 4 une 
réunion sos unméme chef, qui voudralt faire observer la subordination et 
one discipline exacte, parce que tous ces saldate qkoique formant des corps. 
nlimia, se regardent comme trés libres j ils sont pairs At campagnons avec leurs 
chefs, et n’observent de subordination que celle qui les géne peu" 

‘Chevalier wrote to the ministry a long fepert about the situation in 
India on. 24th February 1773 in which be recounted: the sudden tard of 
fortune that had overwhelmed the Emperor, bul he obstinately stuck to his: 
idea of supporting him as the only nghtlul soverelga, who, though broken, 
was yet the inevitable centre towards: which should gravitate all the forces. 
of the realm and his existence was necessury for France. He continues 
“ Jiat determing, le Parti Prangais qui dtant auprés de Bassalet-Zing, autrefois 
commandé par Zéphir, et, depuis = mort, par Gardé, olfrir sos service i 
UEmipereur. J'ai fait partir. a-cet effet, lester Motteras pour Delhi, of Il 
doit pégocier cette affair. On peut la regards vomme cootlue =i |'Eimpereur 
veut payer les dépenges, tant pour le transport des troupes que pour leur 
entretien. Elles consistent en 600 Enropeéns trés-bien armés et disciplinés 
goo topas, 4,000 cipayes drésses 4 \'Eurapéenne et armés de mime, et un 
Train We douze pieces d'Artillerie.” Subsequently he insists upon his fayourite 
tema of the despatch from: France of 4 of 5 thousand men to support the 
cause of the Emperor He says: “Nous somme sors de \/alllance dee 
Mahrattes, dont Sindhia ext le chef, et qui Ont pour capital Adjemir, pres 
de Tatts, ou Gusrate. Nous en somme ¢i sire que je yous [ais parvenir un 
Traité conditionnel signé de Sindhia et de M. du Jarday, moo, Agent} Delhi. 
Quant aux sentiments de l'Empereur pour noua, ils sont notolres: Avec fe 
renlorts que: je demande, personne n'est capable do nots resister sans 
\'Jnde." 

The foriunes of the Emperor were at their lowest ebb alter the " traité 
iéonin” he was forced to sign by the Mabhrattas, and ‘Madec tramsferred bis 
services to Sindhia the only friend of the Emperor in India at that epoch. 
From the service: of Sindhia with whom he left his "Party" under the 
command of M.idu Janiay, Mades went ovir to Sudjah-Dowla, and the 
following extract from a leiter of Chirvaller to the Minister is interesting 
(Chandernagar, 26th August 1774). “Je crois vous-avoi fait part, Mon- 
seigncur, que lc nommé Madcc, # ia téte Wun Parth eouddersble qu'il 
commande, avait pris du service aupris de Sudjah-Dowla, et qu'il avait 
coniribué & ses vietoties sures Rohijlas, Je Julai reproché amérement cette 
conduite, et iui ai fait connattre qu'il n’avait rien A espérer des graces lu 
Roi +'il n'sbandonnait co Prince, vu qu! en se battant pour fui, cethit se battre 
pour les Angiaia, que dans tous les temps, if devait regarder comme les 
enneniis naturela de sa nation. lis s'est rendu { mes ralsonnements et a 
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exécuté fe conseil gue je lui-ai donné de‘ke fendre avec «A troupe 4. Delhi. 
Matavis qu'il y est arrivé depuis pei tle temps, ot qu'il a été regu avec un 
acctieil capable de rendre: jaloux. tous les Princes, L’Enpereur lui-nitnie a 
éte audevant de lid, quelques pas, et J'a conilwit dany Ie lew qu'pn avalt préparé 
pour Ip faire asseoir, Mades commande 4,000 ‘cipayes armés et disciplinés 
comme ceux des Angiats, Goo hommes de cayalerie, 100 Eupropéens et d'une 
Artillerie de campagne moutée de 22 pldces de cannon: {l-demande tso 
rille roupies par mois pour l'entretion do cette troupe Le marché n'¢tait 
pas encore conclu Jor= de dernitres lettres que jar recues; mais je-ne doute 
pas qu'il ait lieu 

"En attacliant ainsi Madec au parti de l'Empereur je lui al encore 
procuré le parti Sombre, qui est entré ison service depuis peu de moia 
avec 200 Europeéns; H,000° Cipayes 4,000 cavaliers, 24 pitees de campagne 
servies par des Europe¢ns.” 

A marginal note against the last paragrapl), evidently of the Minster- 
runs thus: 'Voill, Ie moyen par leque! pourrait parvenir @ rassembler-auprés: 
de |'Emperear une armée d'Earopeéns assez nombreuse.”' pa 

Chevalier was evidently misinformed about the proclivities of Sudjah- 
Dowla which were decidedly pro-French, At the death ol Sudjali-Dowla on. 
26th January 1775, all the French retainers’ of that privce were expelled by 
his son and heir Mirza Muni (otherwise known as Assaf Udowla) at the 
instance of the English, “Tl. y avait Ia toute whe petite caravate 
Frangaise: Modave, Dieu, Aumont, de Ie Sauvageére: en ‘tout tree Sujets du 
Roi dont La Martinitre et Crécy" Dieu and Modave wok service under 
Najef Khan to whom Madec had gone over and Sombre, The rest of the 
caravan were provided for by Madec himself who granted them a monthly 
allowance of Rs. roo each: 

About this time a fale rumour reached Chandernagar according to 
which Shah Alum (1, had died and Timur Shah(?) was on his way to Delhi. 
Chevalier wrote to Madew ou 44h March (775 asking him to enter into league 
with Timur, and, since Sudjal-Dowla was dead, to prevent, iit lay in his 
power, the succession to go to any one favourably disposed towards the 
English. On 28th February 775, Chevalier again wrote to the Ministry 
on the necessity of sending succours to the Emperor who was daily losing 
his confidence in the French, and, if as the Ministers claimed, the despateh 
of a force to Delhi were to bes signal for war in Europe, to send at least 
4,009 men to Mahé anid 5,000 te Pondichery to which the English could never 
object. This is quite “ natf”’ as a Frenchman would aay, | 

Madee was at this time in great favour with the Emperor, whose conduit- 
pipe he was in his secret dealings with the French in India and Franes, 
His party had suffered a severe defeat atthe hands of the Rohillas at 
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Fatebpour (aoth July 1775) in which he had lost half his white soldiers, over 
1,000 s¢poys, his baggage, his artillery and his elephants. But in a couple of 
months be had reconstituted his battallions and reformed his artillery. In 
Noveniber 1775 be wrote the following letter to Chevalier:— 

"Du camp d'Adjemir assiégée par I'Empereur contrie les Djattes,” 

Monsicur,—J'ai en Vhonneur de vous écrire plusiurs lettres, dont je n'ai 
regu aucune reponse. Dans mes derniéres; je vous ai marqué le désastes 
qui-m'était arrivé par la perte e’ane battaille complite. Je vous marqusis 
aussi que je commengais & me rétablic. Mais, actuellement que j'ai honneur 
fle yous écrire, Monsieur, je le sula complttement, ct auis 4 l'Armée auprts 
du Prince. Toujoors & peu prés dans le méme credit que ci-devant. 

Nous sonunts #ncore A investir la place des Djattes. Point d'apparence 
daccommodement. Les Reévolutions sont plis animeés que jamais de ce 
cétéci: Le Roy est fort brouillé avec Nagel Khan; Assef-Dowla et jes 
Anglais le sont aussi. Et, suivant les apparences, il marche de nos cétés pour 
combattre Nagef Khan (et nous aussi) puit que nous sommes de son patti, 
Plaise & Dieu que cela ne soit pas, car je crois qu'll ne cesterait plus d'asile’ 
pour les pauvres Frangais qui y sont. Vous savez, Monsieur, que tous tes 
Francais qui étaient A Fezabad ont été mis hors de service, et sont venus ici 
ches moi otf je les ai tous regus: Je ftAcherai de {rs maintenir autant qu'il 
me sera possible. En attendant d’arranger leur affaire, je leur at fait une 
subsistence de cent roupies 4 chacun par mois. M. Visage est du nombre, 
il yous écrit, et vous instrnira plus aa clair sar cet article. 

Je suis toujours fort lié avec I! Empereur, et ai une correspondence secérte 
avec lui i voudrait bien que notre bon Roi lui prétdt fa main, et lui envorat 
(les troupes. Il serait encore temps, de secouer {lo joug, et d’empécher tes 
Anglais de poursuivre leurs conguates Ils deviennent fort puissants dans 
ce pays, et dans | suite, il sera trés difficile de les on chasser, Hl n'a point 
d'argent, mais des Provinces; Il en cousédera facilement dans tefle partie de 
son Empire que l'on desirera, comme Tatta-Bakar, et autres que l'on jugera 
4 propos, Je me charge d'en faire faire les Patentes, ot de yous les envoyer. 
Cet endroit de Tatts-Bakar serait fort evantageux suivant moj, parre que les 
Anglais n'ont pas de forces de co cdté la, et qn‘il n'est qu ‘a deux cent liewes 
de Delhi, capitale de cet Empire, aveo des clicmius fort beaux. Il o'y « 
point non plus, de puissance qni puisse cuser aucun obetacle & vos 
démarchis ; voyez, Monsieur ; c'est’ un projet que je vous présente. S'il est 
agrésble an Ministére, soyez persuadé que j'rmploicrai. tout mon crédit pour 
le faire réussir, Mot-méme avec mys forces, je pourrais m’y transporter sans 
obstacle & mes frars ef depens, 2 \'arrivée de troupes sur les Lewx.” 

The Emperor had assigned to Madec for the maintenance of his Party 
the district of Barri or Barpour “sud d'Agra, entre le Tehamel et lu 


38 








150 BENGAL; PAST & PRESENT, 

—$— $$ 
Djemnah.” He drew ono salaries from the Imperial "Treasury—this ts what 
he suggests by his expression “4 mes frais et depens," 

In the same year he wrote fram Agra & long despatch to: M. de Surtines 
Ministre et Seeretaire Eat We ds Marine, 1 give below some extracts 
which will be fannd interesting -— | 

“Il ya quelques mois, me trouvant & Delhi, 'Enipereic mien voy. chemcher. 
Aussit6t que je me fos rendu & ees ordres ji fit écarter tout le monde, et il 
me dit qu'il avait i me-parler sur dite affaires trd< importantes. 1) n'est pus 
inutile de vous ohwerver que te fing <Ajour que j'ai fait dans I'Hindoustay 
m’a mix én etat d'en apprendre ta langue au point que je la parle aussi facile- 
ment que le frangais, ef peut-etre plus correctement, Jal ne donc aucon 


besoin d'interpréte, Me trouvant seul avec:ce Monarque, voice Ja traduction: 
des. choses qu'il me confiao— Je me yuis' me dit ce Prince, ‘dane une 


situation assez emharrassante Onatre lex affaires: générales de I'Empire, le 
Progréss ct J'ambition insatiable des Anglais me causent de trop justes 
alarmes. Ce lest que par le Benyale qu'ils me paraissent & craindrs poor 
"Hindoustan, Les pays de Coromoniel et d'Orissa en sont ei Eloignés, que 


leurs éternclles acquisitions dans vette partir me'touchent faiblement: j{ar 
dis autane dy leur Etablissement de Bombay, quoique. dans de Coté, i sone 


assez prte de Surate: ‘Les Mahrattax [es contiendrant stiffisamaient dana 
cette direction, polit que je h'en aie rien a etaindre. Mais vers le Thexi ale, 
Cest une autre affaire. Tant que Sudjah:Dowla a vécy, je me sits flatté qo'il 
trouyerait les moyens de Jes contenir, Lé fils. n'a ni fe courage ni fn 
capacité du pére, I) »'est absoltiement livre aux Anglais, au point qu’ils serit 
plus mattres que Jui dans le Soubahs de Ferbad ¢t de Laknai. Ul est évident 
quils songent A sassurer de la meillaure part? duccours du Gange. [is 
viennetit d'obliger le fils de Sndjah-Dowlal de leur efder presque tout Ie 
Pays quiest entre Patna et Ellahad, et j'ai quelques avis qui m'asaurinnt 
quills venlent aussh que la possession de cette ville leur soil yentive. Viens 
saver combjen j'ai a me plaindre Weww, et de ta maniéra dont jla mont traite, 
dana le temps od je me fials.A lene premesses. Je vondrais savoir de vous 
sf j¢ Re pouirrals pas tirer quelque ssiours ot jjuclque appai de votre nation: 
Nous sommes, «ii wénéral, aeaey jet instroits de f/etat die Europe; je 
n'ipnore cépendait pas qe le Roide France eat be juus grand ef le plus 
puissant de princes de l'accident. Mais jeetains que les évenements de iy 
dernitre guerre alent désouté votre nation des affaires des [ides ; j'cn 


judge principalment par te peu d'efforts Welle a fait pour vc rétablir, depuis 


la. prix, dans ses anclennes possessions et pour s'y montrer sue yp picid 
respectable, Ceperdani, je voudrais bien qu'elle songeat efficacement 4 s'y 
procurer ‘on etat colide, et & mover avec moi des relations étroites. Lea 


Anglais sont, dit on, ves etfemis naturets, ot j‘at de justes sujets de jes 
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considérer commie led milena. Si done Je connaissais les dixpositions du Roi 
do France, jo lit proposerais des chosee qi nous semient réciproquement 
uilles Les establissements Frangais; environnés:de toutes parts. de posses- 
sione Angisines, doivent resterdans un etat de médoerité jusqu'au tenips 
oi une nouvelle guerre changera |p face: des. Affaires, Cet n'est pas en 
cela que je puls alder les Frangais, Maia si le [oi voulait d'autres posses- 
gions, je peux hu en céder qui lui seraient, 4 mon avis, extréaiement 
Avantagenses, vt |'entends quo vous ¢erivier en France: pour y faire, savoir 
mes intention és apprendre-aussi celles dis Roi," 

This f4'a wonderful parrative, if itis really that of Shah Allum, and mot 
a summary of Madec’s own put into the mouth of the Eniperor. 

Madec continuos; Aprés cela, i) m’a fait remettre <2 lettre pour te Rol, 
et Abdu! Khan, eon Mimstre de confiance, m'ro a également remis une 
pour vous Je me sais, Monseigneur, +} vous trouvere? cette conduit- 
regulitre; mais jl nie semble que je n'ai puis faire que ce que: j'at fait-—Il est 
aj essentile pour 'Empereur de derober aux Anglais les diyatches qu'il falt 
auprés du Roi, que je suis obligé d'user d'in artifice pour que co parquet 
traverse le Bengale sans exciter le soupgon. I) ii’est pas moins important 
qo‘on ignore, & Chandernagar, ce que contient Je paquel que j’y valk enyoyer 
pour fice embarqué.” 

The excuse of secrecy is too transparent to hoadwink any one, It was 
an attempt om the part of Madec, to steal w march wpon Chevalier, with whom 
he was, at this tsument. noton the best of terms, owing.to the promised 
recognition of his services not arriving from Europe, Madee helieved he had 
been hoaxed by Chevalier, and wanted to place his case and his serviees 
directly befare the Minister: 

The letter of Shah Allum wo the:King of France contained an offer 
of the “ Ville et le Saubali: de Tatta-Bakar, Situé & embouchure do Scinde 
(Reuve Indi} vers Tes 25 Degres de latitude Nord!" The Emperor was 
ready to place in the hands of Mailec the lytters patent, but believing that 
he was nor officially authorised in that behalf Madee did not receive them, but 
only sent oo the Reyul missive to: Europe. This affair of the projected 
cession of Tatta-Baker was wots secret afler.all—so far at least as the French 
sdventyrers thomselves were concerned—as Madec pretends it was, Movave 
wrote nf the same subject io ame M. ile Moracin at Pondichery, from Agra 
on fsth October 1775. In this letter Modave claimethe honour of having 
conducted the wegociations fur the cession, and pleads the same excuse 
pamily secrecy, for not writing ta M. Law on the subject. Modave also 
tried to correspond directly with the Court of Versailles, and to steal a march 
both apon Law and Chevalier, tut he misses) his chance owing to an accident, 
Chevalies in his Jetter’ to Sartines, dated: orth Aggust 1776) telates how 
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Modave's manavre failed. “The fetter of Modlave was being conveyed ina 
boat which was [dst near Kasdimbazer, It wos originally addressed to one: 
M. Mille, “ Chirargien a Chandernagar™ and shonld have been readdresane] 
by bim to Versailles. | 

De Boigne had been replaced by Sartines and they were seriously 
thinking of the scheme evdlved by Chevalier and Madec. This is clear from 
a anonymous note in the archives in Paris with the label * Affaire Secréte.” 
and called “Tableau de ta Situation politique dans WInde an ser Mare 
1776." 

"Le Mogol nous fait {aire les propositions par voyes différentes :— 

Lione par le Sr. Chevalier. 
L'autre par Je St, Madek. 

Par le Sr. Chevalier, 'Emperenr demande qu'on Jul envoie & Delhi un 
corps de 4 & 5,000 hommes, 

Par le Sr. Madek, il offre de-nous subroger A sea drolts sup Tatta et ses 
dependances, et il s'engage & novs envoyer le Parvana par Sorate, & condition 
que de Tatta on Ini dépécheta un corps dé troupes, 

Ces deux propositions s'accordent parfaitement avec hos lintsons dans 
Inde. | 

Les Mahrattas sont protecteursenéa de VEmpereur, {ls formént la 
cavalerie de ses armeés- et on ne doit'pas douter un instant gue. loraqulils 
verront ® be Prince un corps de 4k 5.000 Frangais, la majeur partie de ds 
nation nese joigne & eur: 

Quant & Hayder Ali Khan at ‘Bassalet-Sing, mais; surtout Je premier, 
lors qu'ils seront instruits de notre intention avec | Mogol, aul doute qu'ils 
ne soient infinimant plus emprestés & eultiver notre lalliance. et ‘alors; dane: 
le cas dé guerre, ils pourront nous étre, ainsi qu’ a "Empereur, d'une grand 
utilité pour former une diversion aug la edte de Coromandel. * * © 

Liombrage ye lenvoi d'un corps. de troupes & Delhi par Ie chemin te 
plus court peat donneraux Anglais serait infiniment inoindre, qu'its yoyalent 
cet armemont ge borer, d'abord, A former un ttablissement & Tatta, sur les: 
frontitres dé fa Porse,-et @ 150 lieues au moins’ de Surate, leur etablicsement 
lo plus prés, ils ‘crotrainnt que ta Nouvelle Colonie est Pobjer unique de 
Varmement, _ o « 

Eu supposant, comme il n'est point permis den douter, que c’est par le 
e6te Malabar que le Sr. Chevalier entend faire acriver ve. corps de troupes 
a Dethi, ibs'y rendm trds lacilement, parce que les Anglais n'etant pas 
préveous d'une expedition aussi pouvelle en son genre, il feur faudrait dus 
annees pour atréter la marche d'un corps de cing mille Franvais, © # # 

Je conclus donc que cet etablisseinent & Tatts nous presente des 
avantages inappréciables, ¢t qu'il faut accepter l'offre que nous en fait 


A NOTE ON 3. B. CREVALIER & COL, DE MONTIGNY, 153 





le Mogul, soit que l'on se décide B-débarquer d'abord 4 Tatta, soit qu'on ne 
Vorcupe & former cet etablisermont, que lors que les Troupes zeratent 
rendues & Delhi.” 

Chevaller was getting impatient. He wrote to Sartines on 4th August 
1776. “Je n'ai encore regu aucune reponse, Monseignear, concemant la 
province de Tatts, dont j'ai ew Mhonneur de vous entretenir... .....M. le 
Chevalier de Montvert, retenu & Patna, n'a pu se rendre & Delhi aussitdt que 
ye Vaurais compté.........51 "Empereur a ecrit une. seconde lettre, sachant fa 
premiere perdue, il attenira.” 

Montvert was Chevalier's carrier of despatches to Madec and the 
Emperor. Something happened to him at Patna which made him burn. his 
papers for fear of detectian, 

Chevalier must have received an encouraging response from France, 
alter a whole year of impatient waiting, for he wrote to the Minister on 
qist August 1777—" Votre lettre du 4th Septembre (1776) me comble de 
joie et d’espérance, Je n’attends que votre ordre pour aller au rendez-vous 
au. d@barquement.........Toutes les forces de l’Empire vont ¢ire & notre 
diaposition,......Je r€ponds de tout, si vous me donnez mes cing mille 
hommes........,.Mon intention est d'expédier, aussitét que In Mousson le 
permetira, un petit batiment dans Ja rivitre de Tatta, sous pretexte de 
commerce, avec M_ des Blottitres comme commandant." 

Against all these projects to bring about revolution in India in favour 
af the Emperor and the French, of which Chevalier was so sanguine and 
enthusiastic, there is a Afemoire in the Archives at Paris from the pen of Law 
de Lauriston, who looked upon all these speculations as. mere day-drearme and 
completely beyond the pale of practical politics, |) is a highly interesting 
Hocument, but too long for reproduction im ¢xtenso. | give a few 
ratracts, 

 Quriques specalateurs politiques ont p:€endu que c'etait par te nord 
de la Presqu'ile qu'll fallait faire la revolution. Les uns ont proposé de faire 
un debarquement a Tatta, & bembou hure de "Indus, de remonter le coura de 
ve fleuve jusqu'a upe certsin hauteur, ef de pér€wrer de la & Delhi, otf l'on se 
jomdrait & VEmpereur pour descendre dane Ir Bengale, et en chasser tes 
Anginis ) juequ’ £ Vembouchure do Gange; a’ wulres ont proposé fc:sens inverse, 
et ont inuiginé qu'il valalt mieux remonter Je Gange, conquerir le Bengale 
en allant de Calcutta A Delhi, et rétublir Empire Mogol dans eon aniique 
splendeur; enlin d'autres, moins ignorknts; onl pensé qu'il convenait de 
descend: directment chez les Malhrattas, d’y operer de consert ave ix, 
de cetublir Kimpereur de Detlii dans des droit, ct se. servir de lui pour chasser 
les Anglais de I'Hindowstan. 

Sans nous arréter & vombattre fee difficultés: insurmontables que la 
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nature oppeserail 4 une etitreprise aussi yomanesque. examinona anparevant 
si les Chels Moguls, st Irs: nations de I"Inde, ont qtelgur Inderét holy 
favoriser."” He analyses the situation with great astuieness, and concludes 
that peither the provincial rulers, Mahomedsan as well as Indian, nor the 
peopln of India will have any interest: fy making common cxese with the 
French, "Le projet de retablir |'Empire Mogol est une chimére qu’ li fut 
abandanner, puisque de grande suche dans | Inde ne pourrafent operer une 
revolution, sans nuife aux ini@réts de Pailssances de cette partic de I'Asie: 
i] convient & fy plupart dlelles que l'Empereur reste tel quill est; il ne 
convient § aveune qu'il devitnne aussi puissant, aussi despos que \'a été 
Aurang Zeb. et toute s‘oppeseraient au rétahlissement d'un jong qu'elles 
ont secoud.” 


This was the state of things, so fa: at least as the intrigues of the 
French were concerned, when the Ministry sent. Colonel de Montieny to 
India with the object of establishing direct negociations with the Court of 
Delhi and obtaining first hand knowledge of affairs, Before following the 
movements of Colonel de Montigny it is appropriate to refer to Alexander 
Elliot and bis wonderful cleverness.in tracing this. envoy from the court of 
Versailles at Cairo and discovering with so much exactitude the di-tails of 
the mission with which he was charged, His letter published in Senge? z 
Past & Present, Voi Ni, page 399 is {ull of interest in the light of what bas 
gone before in this article, and his was certainly nut at all “a hunt on a false 
scent.” It is no less wonderful also that the keen-eyed Warren Hastings 
missed lis man, and “endeavoured to connect Elliot's discoveries With the 
officis! accounts rrreived tom Bumbay of the doings of St. Lubin at 
Poona.” 


Colonel de Montigny came to India in the spring of 1778. Me had nos 
taken the Suez-Hombay route: From ‘a letter af Angueti} de Rrlancourt, 
Coneal for France ‘at Surat, written tie Motitipny, it appears that one M. de: 
Moncrif, bearer of seeret missives from the Ministry to Montigny “ avait 
commis Pimprudence de prendre ta ronty Stet-Hombay.’ The English 
ransetked bis baggage, and fyuid a letter “ qui avait causé dans |e Goyverne- 
ment une activité febrile et mis fous le monde officiel et militaire de lo colonic 
dans I'agitation la plus extreme” What were the contents-of this Jetier iy 
has mol been possible to discover: but from an expression dn Anquetil’s 
letter referred to above, i appears “qu'on sattemd & Marrivée co Eseudre 
Francaise” 

It has not been possible for me to trace the movements of Montigny, 
and hie doings in @ connected manner, I give them as I have found hem 
in # rather fragmentary form. 
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fy w better daled the 2and June 0778, Montigay, writes trom Ojjain “ que 
le Ministee envoie des choses de la derniére conséquence 4 Maden.” In « 
postscript he adds “J’apprends dana le movinent que M. Mailec est parti 
de Godh depuis dix myis pour Ponilichery, cette circonstante toute facheuse 
qu'elle est pour lai, et pour fes choses que j’avais 4 hui communiquer, ne 
memptche pas d'arnir Vhonneur de prier l'officer qui commaude le détache- 
ment de M. Madek d’ayoirts honté d'envoyer 4 Serende (Sirhind) Nficer 
qu'il jugera le ples la confiance de M Madek pour raisonner ensemble sur 
les objets qui \’intéressent,” 

Madec liad Jefi the Emperor some time in March or Aprif +777, and 
joined the Raja of Godh preparatory to his lesving the cowntry. His defeat 
at Use hands of the Robhiilas at Fatehpur (29th July 6775) and the loss of 
credit with the Emperor and chiefly his loss of fortune, led him to give 
up the life of a fres-lance which he had lived with varying fortunes during 
a period of 30 years. He left his * Party’ with the Raja ot Godh under tho 
command uf Visage the Surgeon. 

Muntigny reached Agra on the ist of August 1778. He writes the 
following letter to M. de Bellecombe from Agra, on 25!h Aagust, but it is doubtful 
if @ ever reached its destination, Pondichery having been invested on 5th 
August $778. ‘Lorsque j'ai quitté Surate je comptais trouver M. Madec 
ici ov & Delhi: j'ai appris, en route qu'il etait parti depuis dix mois environ 
pour Pondichery, ou i) etait arrivé. J'avais & ini remetire une lettre du 
Ministre par laquelle on toi demandait qu'il eft 8 conferss avec moi sur 
Vobjet d'un memoire qu'il eut avait envoyé& la Cour et & prendre des 
arrangetnents en cons€quenee, J'étais chargé, aussi, de tirer au clair |’ Affaire 
de Tatta, que j'ai reconnu pour un projet inconséquent sur les renseignements 
ceriains que j‘al pris d'un homme du pays, et qui ne m’a rien Iaissé & desirer 
& cet égard.” 

[v6 tivte affixed to the copy of the above fetter the following ocoars 
“Timour-Chah, Prior du Cantahar, a enlevé cette ville sur I'Indus, sinsi 
que taut le pays que ce fluewe arrose depuis environ trente ans. Hy jouit 
d'\ia pouvoir absolu, cent cinguante mille hommes de troupes Persanes qv'il 
ab sa solde. c'wst-a-dire, les. mrilléutes troupes de I'Aaic, defendant ce 
démeambremeut do I'Empire: Mogol.” 

it was Nadir Shak and mot Timur (14th century) who is sail to have 
alienated all the possessions of the Emperor af Delhi beyond tle indus. Sindh 
js nowhere mentioned as belonging to Nadir Shah or his descendants, So the 
renseignements certains que j'ai pris d'un homme du pays” were far from 
certiin, It would be too much to assume that the men on thy spot know less 
than @ man whe was only a few weeks in the country, and whose informant 
was only"un homme du pays," or that the Emperor of Dethi was about to 
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make a gift of what did not belong to him. Strange to say, however, that 
the statement of Montigny carried greater weight with the Ministers at home, 
with what consequences we will see later on, Etsewhere Montigny calls the 
Tatta project os “le plus sot qu'on efit jamais proposé & |'Administration." 

The note next says that M- de Bellecombe hud entrusted Visage with 
the task of negoclating with Najef Khan, that Najef Khan had signed a treaty: 
slightly modified by Chevalier. Montigny broke open the Minister's letter 
to Madec with a view to find out if the dispositions of the treaty were 
in consonance with the instructions from Versailles: Then the note 
continues : 

“ Nagef Khan arcecu M. de Montigny en audience le 8 de ce mois. M. 
de Montigny Iuiia exposé qu'il @tait envoyé du Ministre pour conférer avec 
M. Madee sur l'objet d'un Mémoire par lui adress€ &® ta Cour, et dont il avait 
connaissance, qu’ensuite i! était chargé, de la part du Ministre de dire qu'on 
allait faire passer des troupes dans I'Inde—A quoi Nagel répondit qu'il avait 
cent cinguante mille hommes, qu'il était prét a tenir sa parole, et® attaquer les 
Anglais, pour peu qu'on lui envoyat 7 4 800 hommes.” 

Soon alter Montigny landed in India rumours of war between France 
and England reached these shores, which were soon followed by active 
hostilities. Conmunication became extremely difficult as the following fetters 
will show -—~ 


AGRa, 
The 23st Aoft 1778. 
"A M. Madec. 
De M. de Montigny: 

Monsieur, je ne puis que vous témoigner mas regrets sur yotre prompte 
retraite & Pondichery, dans un temps 02 vous touchiez Bla veille d'€prouver 
les bontés da Ministre, et les graces du Roi. Les ordres ministérials dont 
j'@tais chargé de vous faire part, et particulitrement une lettre de M, de 
Sartines vous efissent confirmé tout ce que j'ai eu Vhonnear de -vous 
annoncer, Mais l'abandon d'un Parti auquel votre réputation donnait de 
l'éclat, peut changer complétement fa face des choses, Je crois qu'il n'y a 
que votre retour qui puisse faire révivre tout ce que vous avier & yous 
prometire des assurances positivea du Ministre concernant volte avancement 
militaire. Je pais vous assurer que le Prince vous reverrait avec plaisir. 
Quant A mpi, je nr puis vous exprimer ta jole gue j'aurais A traltter avec 
vous; Voyer M, de Rellecombe. Le Géaural vous fera part d'une lettre qui 
vous mettra au fait de ce que je ne puis vous détailler ici.” 

A note attached to'a copy of this letter in the Archieves says that the 
original never reached Madee, the bearer having been caught and executed, 
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On s2th June 1779. Montigny writes another letter to a M. Beaudoin 
" Larsque je suis arrivé & Agra, ily avait envieag un an que M, Madek 
avait quitté son Parti, dont il ne restait plus qu'ime vingtaine d'Europeéns, 
qui mouraient de faim chez le Rajah de Godh et ailleurs. J'ai écrit plusieurs 
lettres 8 M, Madck ay nom de M. de Sartines pour fe faire revenir eur ses 
pas; il est a présumer qu’ciles ont 41é intercepteés. Dans ces circonstances, 
je me suis rabattu auprés des Princes Indiens.* The letter adds that 
Sombre's party, then under the command of Pauli, may yet be counted upon, 
Najef Khan may also be depended upon, and the letter ends by saying» — 
“ Ne comptes pas sur l'affaire de Tatta, quiest le projet le plus sot qu'on ait 
jamais présenté A l'Administration. Tatta; sur I'Indus, est un démembre- 
ment de Empire Mogol, qui sppartient depuis trente ans su Roi de 
Candahar.” 

After this we lose sight of M.de Montiguy till we come to some time 
after the year 1782. In the Memoir referred to above Law has the following 
about Montigny :— 

" Au retour de Mode Montigny, Najef Khan n’ existait plus; il avait 
&ié empoisonné (1782}. Son neveu Mirza Khafi Khan (otherwise known 
as Afrasaib Khan) lui avatt succeedé: M. de Montigny comptait encare sur 
V'affection de ce Général envers les Francais. Mirza Khafi Khan a été 
assassiné (October 1784), et on a assuré gu’e! était alors en negociation | 
Enfin, on avait fait valoir auprés du Ministre us Parti Frangsis qui serait 
chez 'Empereur de Delhi commandé autrefois par Sombre, et alors par M. 
Paul ou Pauly ; on avait sollicit€ des Brevets pour dee officiers de ce Parti, 
M. de Montigay ne dé@sespérait pas de se placer un jour & leur tAte, et 
motire eo movement l'Empereur, pour décidor la Revolution de Hindoustan. 
A son retour il apprit que le sieur Pauly avait été décapité par onire d'un 
des géneraux de {'Empereur pour avoir pris les intéréts de ce méme Empereur 
qui n'a pu loi sauver la vie." 

From the above extract, is it going too far to suppose that Montigny — 
bad returned to France and come back again to lodia sometime in 1782 2 

In March 2777, Sieur de St, Lubiti reached India an a diplomatic 
Mission from the Ministry in France. [ reproduce here one of his letters, 
whieh will be of interest in this connection, 


Mounseigneur, daignez agréer I'hommage que je vous fais de mes premiers 
succés dans la carriére ouverte & mon ztle et @ mon activité La mission 
dont Sa Majesié m's hovoré i ls Cour Mahratte est rempli, et toutes mes 
espérances & cet egard sont ratifiées. Le traité€ d'Alliance et de commerce 
entre les deux Couronnes est signé, juré. L’Alliance met nos establissements 
sous la protection de la premiére Puissance de |'Hindoustan. Le Commerce 
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libre ouvert & nos marchands dane toute 'Etendue dela domination Mabratte 
yest’ labri des molestations qu'il éprouve dans te reste de |'inde; et le 
ports Mahratles, ouverts en tout temps @ nos vaisseaus, Jeur assurent toutes 
les ressources qu'on peut attendre done nation guerieére, navigatrice, 
cultivatrice et comimergante, qui fail cause Commune avec nous. 

Voila, Monseignenr, un présent qu'avcan régne, aucun Ministre n'avait fait 
& iu Franceen Asie: Nos rivaux en frémissent, et la sensation que cette 
nouvelle aura fait chee eux en Europe les rendra, sans doute, trés circonspects 
& notre égard; car ils sauront estimer ce qu'une rupture avec nous leur ferait 
infailliilement perdre ici. La situatiin de leur port de Bombay entre les 
deux ports Mahrattes, Chaocul ct Baseein, est surtout pour eux ume image 
effrayante. Ce port, jnsqu'a présent la principale cause de leur supériorité, 
B\'avenir, pressé par jes drux autres au Nord et ay Sud, dans Je-court 
espace de 12 ltenes, sans aucune ressource du: cOté de la: terre pour tes 
railoubs et les subsistances, tandié que mos estiadres aurajent, sur leurs 
derritrs, toute "Empire Mahratte vouf@ nous fournir ce qui-serait refusé 
&l'snnemi, Voll pour eux wne avenir terrible, et sama doute, is feront les 
plus grands efforts pour se tirer de cette entrave. Ils ont deja offert aux 
Mahrattes, de: leur vendre Salsette, et de leur livrer Ragoubs, ells voulaient 
renoneer & notre alllance; lore & été fejetée avec dédain. | Quand nowe 
roudrons Salsette’ a dit te Ministére Mahratte, ‘nous le prendrons ; quant 
a Ragouba, nous vous avons défendu de nous parler de lui, Et pour notre 
alliance avec la France elest une religion inviolable.” — 

M de Sartine vous communiquera sans doute, Monseigneur, le rapport 
déiaillé que je lub falt de nos transactions. J'ose me flatter que vous en 
serez content, @&e.............Le Ch. de Saint-Lubin. A Pounah, capitale de 
"Empire Mahratte, ce 26 Juillet 1777, 

The above Jetter gives more precise information about the nature of the 
negociations and their uitimate result than can be found elaewhere. Even 
allowing for whal | Nave called Gallic exuberence which is distinctly Sakae 
place in a state document like the above. we can see that the object of Lye 
mission was to secure a port ing friendly country ander the protection of 
the all powerful Mahrattas forthe same purpose for which Tatta Bakar was 
to be obtained from the Emperor, namely, the landing of a Freneli farce jn 
support of a coalition against the British. 

Sach a force was sent to India—the army of Bussy, and the Squadron af 
Suffren, in 1782. Tt was a formidable foree, ‘but instead of that force being 
sent to the north, it was directed to the south. “The reports of Montigny 
with regard to Tatta, the hollowness of the alliance with the Mahrattas. 
combined with the anxiety for the safety of the “chef liew" which prevented 
the Mimsters in Paris from taking a true perspective af eVents, and. which 
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had always made them misread the lessan of history namely that the centre 
of gravity ol Empire in India was never in the south, hot always and for ever 
inthe north, caused this deviation from the original project propounded by 
Chevalier and Madec,; and at one time accepted. by the Ministry. The 
result of the expedition of Busay and Suffren is wel] known and needs no 
recapitulation here. For once the Ministers in Paris had aclear vision of the 
situation in India when they said "le Bengale-qui est le trone de l'arbre, dant 
Madris at Bombay ne sout que les branches” But this clear vision was 
obscured by tie reports of men like Law ond Monstigny and the last great 
attempt to revive the French power in India was a dismal fatiure: 


» The story of Chevatier’s escape (roth July 477?! the part played by his 
wife in it, his capture by Aléxander Elliot at Cuttack, his return to Calcutta 
and then to Chandernagar on parole—eantroversy in the Council of Caleutta 
regarding his ultimate destination—his: leaving India in a Panisé ship have 
all been recorded in Bengal’: Past & Present, Vol. Il, page 390 ef seg. 

From ihe pspers at Chandernagar, I find him back to that place in Ihe 
first week of September +778, and busy himself settling his affairs. He pays 
up his debts: one amounting to Rs. 19,349-5 anmas 2 gotdas to M. Metard, is 
paid np on the oth of September. On the 15th of the same month, Frangois 
Sabique "homme d’affaires de M. J.B, Chevalier” declares before the 
Grefher that "M. Leonard Collins, Commissionaire nommé par le Conseil 
Supréme de Calcutta pour tes affaires relatives 4 la prise de Chandernagar ” 
had that day handed over to him the keys (13-in number) of M. Chevaiter’= 
warehouse. Sabique iJeposits the keys in the “Greffe " pending verification 
af the yoods in the magazine and the dressing up of an Inveitory. Tt was 
suspreted that the warehouse had been tampered with, though soldiers. were 
still guarding it. 

‘Two days after Chevalier files a protest against Collius having compelled 
iis “homme d'affaires” to give a clear discharge for the merchandise in the 
magazine. The protest was made before the Greffier at Garati, where 
Chevalier wus putting, up: at the ‘time, in the presence of Samson du Chis, 
Chief of Balasore and Mathieu Nicola Fournier, merchant. 

The contents of the warehouse were verihed oy the a7th, and found 
exact, Besides the werchandise, maialy cotton and sitk goods belonging to 
Chevalier, there were things owned by other merchants + Corniere, Gilbert, 
Bonneton, Mad. Vandoré, Fortier, Calais Delon ; Trobrisn, Mad. Chevalier, 
Grenier, Horygos (Hatt Ghosh) and Sabique. 

in the inventory among a whole host of things figure; '1 Grand tapis 
de fa Maison de Garatty" and “Le Vau, le St. Antoine with a cargo of 


rice on board. 
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Chevalier grants the following letter of discharge, "Je soussigné 
reconnois que M. Leonard Colins, Commissaire nommé par te Conseil Supréine 
le Calentta concernant les affaires relatives 4 la prise de Chanderoagar m'a 
remis les effets ct marchandises de mes magazins qui avaient resté sous la 
saisie jusqu’ 4 ce jour, Je tout suivant |‘inventaire qui fui en avoit é¢ fournl 
dans le temps par le nommé Sabique mon homme d'affaires, sauf toute reserve 
de droit. Fait et arr&té 4 Chandernagar le 16th, 7bre 1778. Chevalier. 

The words "sauf toute reserve de droit” are scored out. The receipt 
ts dated 26th and must have been written out before the verification took 
place, 

On the last day of October 1778, Chevalier appoints his wife his legal 
representative in all matters concerning his estate in India and the Isles of 
France and Bourbon for which he gives the following motive, “ etant sur fe 
point de partir de ce pais cy pour un voyage de long cours." 

In December he was still picking up his outstandings. On the roth 
Michel Nicolas de Calnois pays him Rs. 2,624-13 annas 3 gorndas: on the rth 
he was still at Garati, 

The first trace of Madame Chevalier is found in a marriage contract, 
dated 5th February 1774, where under the signature of Chevalier the. follow. 
ing name is written in & feminine hand “ Daligny Chevalier!” fn @ power 
of attorney, dated the asth July of the same year the following preamble 
occurs; “Fut present en sa personne Dame Marie Anne Robin de bs 
Tramblaye Daligny Mineure, épouse non-eommune en biens de Mesire Jean 
Baptiste Chevalier, Ecuyer, Lieutenant-Colone! d'infanterie; Chevalier de 
"Ordre Royale et Militaire de St, Louis, Commandant pour le Roy de toutes 
les etablissements dans te Bengale.” 


Daligny Chevalier in the above document confirms s power of attorney 
given by her while in France, on 20th June 1770, to ber father“ Mariv Robin 
d+ Trambisye, Chevalier Daligny en la Chancelleri« du Palais de Paris." 

Chevalier came to India in 1752, since which date he does not seem to 
have been away from [India till t77y, He is spoken of as a minor in t75t. 
and It is not quite probable that he was a married man at the time. “The 
irartiage may have taken place in Indiy at sometime between 477t and 
1773- | find no trace of the marriage in the Papers for 1772 and 1772 snd 
the records for 1775 cannot be traced. The issues of this marriage were a 
daughter who was born at Garatiin 1776, and died shortly after baptism and 


two other children one of which was “ at the breast” (1) when Chevalier tefr. 
india. 





————————— : a 
(t) Bengal» Pace & Porsent, Voi, Il, page aea° Val fY. Pp. 430. 
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We lose sight of Chevalier from the tath June 1779, the date of the letter 
written by him from Sebslahah (Bengal: Past 6 Present, Vol. Ul, page 46.) 
This “ fonctionnaire négoceant,” as a certain French writer calls him, spent 
pearly all his fortune in carrying on diplomatic negociations on behalf of 
France in spite of France herself, and I have grave doubts if his services to his 
country were better appreciated than those of a greater man than he, but whose 
love for his " patrie " was not Jess than his. Chevalier did not meet his "fate" 
in the deserts of Egypt; a‘ Mémoire sur les Quatre Circars" by Chevalier is 
in existence in the archives of Paris (Affaires Etrangéres-Asie. Mémoires ct 
Documents, 1687—1810= Vol, IV, page 247; also Marine, 1775. By, Vol. t $0) 
dated from Paris, before the end of the war, There is further evidence of 
Chevalier being alive and most probably in Paris in an anonymous “ Mémoire 
sur ta Nécessité d'entretenir un Ambassadeur a la Cour de Delhi,” dated 
Paris, the 13th October 1781. fp this memoire Chevalier is mentioned as the 
fittest person to be employed in that past of importance. Il est incontestable 
que, pout remplir une mission aussi importante M Chevalier est le seul qui 
remplissé toutes les conditions nécessaires. Il parie parfaitement toutes les 
langues; il a donné des preuves non-quivoques, dans tous ses mémoires et 
ses écrits, des connaissances profondes qu'il 4 acquises sur le pays, ainsi qui 
sur ta Politique et les inttrtts de tous les Princes, avec lequels i] n'a cessé 
d'entretenir toutes tes correspondances fe plus sulvis. [] est aimé et estimé 
de \"Emperenr, de son Général, et de tous les principaux de lacour. Et:par- 
dessus tout cela ila encore t'avantage d’étre Lieutenant-General de V Empire 
(this is perhaps the F cench rendering of the title and rank of Hapt-Hasari (1) 
which Chevalier received from the Emperor), rang qui donne tin tres grand 
relief & la Cour, qui lui accorde ses libres entrées auprts du Prince, et qui la 
subordonne tous les autres Nabobs moins “evés en grade.” (2) 


Cuaru CHANDRA Ray. 


Se 


(1) Commandant of 7,000 troopers. | 
(2) The documents quoted (n. this Note, where the origic 4+ not specially mentioned, are from 


La Nabod Rend Stadeo by Ranile Barbé, (1894) 
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with the deepest sorrow we record the death on 1st January 1919, of one ol 
"' the most eminent and micst liberal supporters of our society—the Most Rev. 
George Alfred Lefroy, #0. < 0,0.., Metropolitan of all India andl Ceylon, and 
Bishop of Caleutta. This with special pleasure that we, by the kindness of Messrs, 
Bourne aod Sliepherd and the courtesy of the Ceéutia Diocesan Record, include im 
the present issue a portrait of one whom nearly every one of our readers will 
remember with Jove and esteem as a warm-hearted personal friend and 4 

sympathetic leader of every good cause in Bengal. R. LP. 





It is. with great regret we notice in the English papers the report of the death 
of Mr. James Sutherland Cotton. To alliwho have worked at the Library of the 
Recor Department of the India Office the personality of the late Mr. Cotton was 
familiar.. No one perliaps hadso wide a knowledge of the Indian State papers, 
and no one could have been more generous in imparting help and advice te 
students, andit is well-inown that Mr. Cotton's judgments were valued by no 
persons $0. deeply as by veterans in the department of historical) research. The 
present writer has a tribute of his own to make to Mr, Cotton's sympathy and 
kindness. 


The following letter is:of interest asa record of an earth-quake experienced 
at Chittagong in the year 1762 -— 
Fort Willinm Consultation, 
rath May 1762. The rst May 1762. 
To Harry Verelst, Esq, 
Sir, 

The earth-quake that happen’d on the 2nd of April ats r.as, had made och 
devastation that nothing but a view of the place would give credit to the several 
reports made thereof, specitnen 18 too apparent In this sketch ol Cat Colley: 
‘The black figures express the former and the red the present soundings The pric): 
lime among the trees shew where the former bordets of the creek were, while tho 
trees shew how far they stand in the water. { sailed through the mmddle of thin, 
and sometimes found four fathoms. Julhuda River at the entrance fay « 
tile js entirely stopt, and before there was from two to: four fathoms, ‘The choal 
on the right hand going is entirely sunk, and | found four fathoms where it tinal 
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to be dry at low water. Miowever, itis still a very safe harbour, end easier now 
to enter by its being wider, but the slate an cach side appeare tobe iunpicticable 
to be made habitable, being low aud almost overflowed in the springs. ‘The tide 
risec here in the change 12. fedt y amhes perpendicular, 
I ih, Sir, will respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 


BARTHO. PLAISTED, 


—as 


teenture to think that the following papers relative to the capture of the 
Fort at Purteia will be of interest -— 
Publ. Pro., 29th May 177t- Patna, 
The 4th Sfay 177%- 
Hon'ble. Sir & Sirs. 

We have been duly bonored.with your commands.wnder date the 16th and 
17th: April. 

Agreeably to your orders weave caused publication te be made that you 
have been pleased to iayopen the trade between these Provinces and the teritories 
of the neighbouring Provinces. 7 

We have acquainted Mr. Hiater with your orders regarding his allowances, 
and shall strictly observe your directions im future, Pe 

There is & strong Fort called Burreia ia Sitcar Satun on which by reason of 
its strength and situation the collections of that Sucar and the security of all 
that part of the country in case of trouble would greatly depend. Strong 
representations. to this jurposk. were made to un by our Supervisor there, anu it 
appeatiny to Us very Intproper that such a Fort should be held by « gemindar 
within nur territories independent of the Government, we summoned him to 
dsliver it upto uss and, upemp hie refusing to do so, found it necessary to order 
it to be attacked. 

From the enquires wich Mx, Golding had made, it appeared to us probalile 
that five companies of sepoys and (wo pieces of cannon would:have been sufficient 
to reduce it; but upon Captain Ashe's appearing before it, the strength of it was 
found considerably greater than was expected, and the garrison, more muntecous. 
We therefore judged it advisable 20 apply to Colonel Champion for 2 force 
sufficient to insure the redactiem of it before the setting: in of the rauts, and he has 
accordingly sent a re-informent under the command. of Licutenant-Colonel 
Goddard, and we hope soon to hear of its fall, vast 

We are, &e., 


Joseph Jekyll. 
George Vansittart.. 
Robert Patk. 
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To the Hon’ble fobn Cartier, Esq,, 
President and Govemor, &., Council of Fort William. 
Hon'ble Sir. & Sis, 

We had the honor of addressing yuu the 14th instant, enclosing you a copy 
of the terms which Colonel Champion had sent us of the surrender of Biurreria } 
we have since received another letter from him with further particulars of the 
terms granted to the garrison. We transmit for your observation a copy of the 
Colonel's letter of the terms and also of the detter we wrote him in answer. We 
further fransmitted you a copy of a letter which we have received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Goddard and beg to be favored with your otiers relative to the effects 
which have been taken inthe Forts We will send you a list of these effects as 
S000 &$ We receive it. 

Weare sorry to inform you thaton the afternoon of Wednesday the 15th as 
Rajah Murlidar was sleeping in his own house he was assassinated by one of ‘his 
menial servants named Manick. This msn belonged formerly to Muttoramull 
(who was one of Meer Jafiier's principal Hircarralis in his first Government and 
was afterwards put to death by Mir Cossim), and he way abau! nine months ago 
recommended to Rajah Murlidur by Muttoramull's wife—who tn consequence took 
him into his service. The reason he assigns for committing so horrid an act is 
that Rajah Murlidar had suspected him of having stolen a small quantity of 
pearl, and threatened him with severe punishment. Rajah Setabroy has put the 
man under strict confinement, and purposes to have him executed agreeably to 
the laws of the country government, but desires to know lirul if Usere ace here any 
further enquiries, which you would wish te have made. ¥ 

The following is a listof the family which Rajah Murlidar has {oft 
behind him :— 

His lawlul wile. 

One daughter by her married to Salook Ram, by whom she has a son 
9 years old. 

Two daughters uy.a wife of inferior rank who is gow dead—both widows 
and without children, 

Clutoo Baboo, his uncle's son, who was jointly concerned with him in 
such parts of hi; possession as descended from bi asnesters and had 
the principal charge of the business under fiisn. : 

We have for the present continued the dawks under the charge of Chutoo 
Baboo, anil have nominally joined Salook Ram with him on account of his affinity 
with Rajah Murlidar, although he has been represented to us as a man unfit for 
business. With regard to jagheers and what other lands Rajah Murlidar possessed 
rent-free, we have ordered they shall be taken under charge of the Government 
until we ate favored with your orders, which we request you will send to us as 
soon as you Conveniently can, as well on this subject aa with regard to the charge 
of the dawks and hircarrahs for whith busines: Rajah Seetabroy recommends the 
before-mentioned Chootu Baboo as the most capable person he knows, We beg 
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leave t0 sefer it to pour consideration whether whatever person you think proper 
to. appoint to this important trust should not be allowed # jagheer or some such 
indulgence in order to attach him more firmly to your Government, 


We are, &c., 
Joseph Jekyll. 
Patna, Geo. Vansittart, 
The 18th May 1772- Robt. Palk. 


To the Hon'ble John Cartier, Esq., 
President and Governor, &c., Council of Fort William. 
Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 

We have the honor to advis¢ you of the surrender of the Fott of Burreria, 
and to enclose you the terms on which it was delivered up. 

We further beg leayo to encloss you extracts from our correspondence with 
Colonel Champion regarding Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard's ucting uoder our 
orders while on this service and request to be favored with your conimande for 
eur guidance on any future occasion. 


We are, &o, 
Joseph Jekyll. 
Patna, Geo. Vansittart. 
The 24th May 2771, Robert Palk, 





(Irdered the enclosures to be entered after the Proceedings. 

‘The Board being of opinion that the necessity for undertaking any expedition 
can never be so utgent as not toadmit (their receiving information of it before 
undertaken: That the Dewaney Sepoys should be confined merely to the collec 
tion of the gyenues <— 

Resolve that 20 Fort or place shall be attacked or reduced without previous 
intelligence is transmitted to them, and their sanction obtained. 

The Board deem it necessary for the prevention of dispute, and the expediting: 
ft public service that troops drafted from the Brigade on the application of the 
Council of Revenut at Patna should be entirely under their orders. The 
Commanders of Bogades to have no furthet command over them, than receiving 
retutns of the state of the detachment. 

Agreed that the effects found in thr Fort of Burrera shall be restored to the 
owner excepting those appertaining to the Zemindar, such part of which aball be 
detained as are sufficient to indemnify the Co, stoald any arrears be due from 
him, and Resolved that the Council of Revenue.at Patna be informed thereol in 
thre following letter .— 

To Mr, Joseph Jekyll, 
Chief, &., Council of Revenue at Patna, 
Gentlemen, 

Youur letters of the 14th and 18th instant, with their several enclosures have 

come to hand the latter informing us of the capitiilation of the Fort of Burreria. 


oe 
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We cannot approve of any Military Expeditions being set on foot without our 
previous knowledge and consént, and ave surprized you should not have given us 
intelligence of your designs previous to the application you made fora reinforie: 
ment from the Brigade, The particular inducements you had for ailopting this. 
tiensire are contained jn your letter of the qth Muy, and that of the 18th brings 
us intelligence af the whole being concluded—go that the former was apparently 
transmitted to us merely for information and ‘not intentionally (o walt our 
applicstion, 

As we imagine it can seldom heppen that a delay of so short a space-of time 
B51 requisite to acquaint us.of your intentions and receive our Resolutions thereon 
can be of material prejudice, we direct that in future no expedition whatever be 
entered Upon without our previous sanction, and that the Dewaney sepoys are 
not to be employed on such services, but entirely confined to the business of the 
Revenues and. protecting the country from the incursions of the mountaineers. 

Tn your Proceedings we observe your rensons for dispessessing the cemindat 
of the Fort of Burrena were the apprehensions of his being a dangerous neighbour 
in case of trouble from iteatrength and situation, but; as he hes hitherto never 
shewn any tendency to disaffection; byt we believe has regularly paid his rents, we 
think nothing but political necessity could justify our depriving him of his natural 
rights, otherwise than by negociation and compromise. In this time of general 
tranquillity such necessity does not appear to-exist—nor ought you to be the jodge 
of it, and therefore tie expedition should not have amet with our appeubation. hud 
we been apprized of Ht, but aa it may now probably be an encourmgement to 
other zemindars to be obstinate were we to deliver back the Fort to him, we-are 
under the necessity of withholding it for Government, However, in justice to the 
zemindar we desire-full restitution of all elects found in the Forton ita capitula- 
tion—to be made to the proprietors except those ammediately belonging to the 
zemindar, which in case of his being in arrears to the Government for Revenue 
are to be detamed till he discharges the debt, or iff he tefuses sq to do, such. putt 
of them to be sold’ as will suffice for that purpose, and the remainder are to be 
testored to him, and you are to nominate persons to see this duly and justly 
executed. And all the people who were in the Fort ace to be suffered to depart 
without molestation, 

To facilitate ‘the dispatch of the public servite and prevent any delixy that 
mught arise from dillerence of opinion or distinct authorities we have resolved that 
‘wny troops applied for by the Chief and Council of Revenue at Patna shall be 
entirely under their orders nor is the Commander of the Brigade to have further. 
command ovet them thay fecéiving turns of the detachment from the Offices 

Commanding it, This Resolution we have made known to the Commancer- 
in-Chief, j 

We are highly offended with the conduct of Captain Camac., Commanding 
the Expedition to Pallamow, who has hitherto neglected mending the customary 
returns either to the President or General, Sir Robert Barker. We ure inclined tn 
hope this Gentleman has through inattention rather than. design fallen into this 
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ertor, ond therefore desire you will direst Him to makes suitable apology both to 
our Preident-and to the General, for the omission of an indispensable duty.. 
We are, &c., 
Tort William, 
The 29th May 1771. 


——_—_—_— 


Agreed that we inform General Barker thensal, transmitting him copies of the 
correspondence relative bo the subject. 
Agreed that the phragraph in the letter of the 18th, relating to the murder 
of Mirlidar be referred to) the Committee of Revenue. 
Read the followmgdetter from (General Sir Robert Barker, referred at our 
lest Council to berinewered at this meeting::— 


To the Hon'ble John Cartier, 
President, &e_, Gentlemen of tite Select Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

Colonel Alexander Champion has informed me he has riot been able to comply 
with the Chief of the Patna Factory's request for thee Companies of Sepoys 
exclusive of the four Companies doing duty in What Garrison to enforce the 
‘Collector's Authority in the Sircar Sstan pergunnahs, a3 the Coline! has only two 
Battalions until the arrival of the detachment and the reliaf of the factory, he has 
therefore detached two Compamies for that purpose. 

Dheg leave to lay before you some remarks on this subject. I always under- 
stood that it was intended that the pergunneh sepoys were establiahed for the 
collection of the Revenues of the Provinces of Bengal and Behan IE this was the 
real purpese for whith such an: establishment has been formed, the intention is 
perverted for they aré now made use of toform’ Military Expeditions, and make 
conquest,—at @ time when. the regular Brigude spoys are unemployed ip their 
cantoaments. Tshall not troable you with a rehearsal of the snveral expeditions 
in which the pergunnah sepoys have generally faied—bot f shal) confine myself 
to this last conquest of Palamow. fam thoroughly scquuinted with the importance 
of this pass through the hill bE think it ought fo have been attempted with your 

mgular troop: and not have venture: the reputation of our arms in the hands of 
a parcel of undisciplined troops Lidaly for us they evacuated the Fort «af 
Palamow, and there Was Ho cecasion: fo try an assaull, 

This is not the only bad consequence that arises fram these Military Pergun- 
nal Expeditions by collecting large bedies together such as the detachment undes 
‘Captain. Carnac, ‘The collections aulfer: the zemindars become refractory and 
application is made to the Brigades for epays to enforce the Collector's authority, 
Here we find the lirigade Sepoys employed in ihe collections at a time when the 
pergunnalss are an actual service. 1 must odd also the mortification if isto those 
officers ia your Brigades who aré daily employed and labouring to bring the troops 
to that discipline from which they hope to build theit reputation, when they see 
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the pergunnah sepoys employed on service and their own Battalliodsa broke inte 
a number of detachments for the assistance of the collections, 

Having represented to you the impropriety of the: mode of forming: this 
expedition, | must now, Gentlemen, beg leave to observe to you that this Military 
Expedition was planned and put into exécution by » gentleman of the Civil 
Depattment at a time when | was at Patna, without my knowledge. advice or 
coucumence, and fam informed even without the concurrence of tle Board. This 
T aan: inciined to believe as [atm oomvinesi) had you gentlemen intended the 
reduction you would have wrote to me who was in the Province. The expedition 
was formed by = Civil Servant, s Military man must have lost his bread, and 
reputation by such un attempt, Two Companies of the Brights Sepoys were alse 
detached from the Patna factory in support of thie expedition. 

Lt is From these circumstances the officersin the pergunnah service form to 
themselves an independance of their superiors in. the army liighly inconsistent 
with the nature of our service, and it is only that 1 would not Mave it appear that 
Ihave thrown my resentment on ain individual of this détachment that | have not 
put Captain Camac under au arrest, for not having sent mea single return or any. 
information whatever during the expedition; not even of the killed and wounded 
if any there were. 

Since writing the above, Iam informed by Colonel Champion that Mr, Jekyil 
fia: made a requesl for a further minforcement al two Companys: more which the’ 
Colonel ‘his granted, and 1 have earnt that the detachment with some of the 
Perguanah Companies of Sepoys are intended for the reduction of tha Fort af- 
Korreria, Permit me to observe to you that this Fost, which they have undertaken 
16 reduce, from ty own knowledge, is a Fort of strength, has:a considerable wet 
ditch sntrounding it, with two walls anda F, ausselbro y:enrrisonad by a& number 
of people, a place which cannot be taken’ by a roupe de mui, and requires Some 
plan for its attack. The Colones) Comme the rst Brigade at Dinapore, should 
have bern desired to seduce this Fort which he would have done in a Secure 
minner, bit instead of which detachments are densanted {or pirposes onknown 
and placed under the Command of « Pergunnaly Officer who hes never seen any 
service in this country. 

Colonel Champion being informed that the intention of this detathment was 
te redone Burretin, whose strength he alse krvey, very properly recommended fo 
Mr. Jekyll that he would direct a blockade to be formed unti| he had wrow to me 
and @ large reinforcement could be sent. fn consequence of which | have directed 
Colonel Champion-to form a safficient detachment far the reduction of this place 
with some hitavy cannon und mortars, for Iam convinced they will be under the 
necessity of breaking ground before place, | 

I have, &c., 


Gentlemen, 
Allum Chun, Your most obedient humble servant. 
The 26th April a77s. Romtrt Barker, 


——— 
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ee Oe 
Agreed we do reply in the following manner -— 
To Brigadirr-General Sir Robert Barker, 
Comman¢er-in-Chief of the Foret under the Presidency. 
Sit, 

Enclosed ve bave the pleasure to transmit you copy of a correspondence, 
hetween the Revenue Council at Patna, and Colonel Champion relative to the 
right of issuimg orders to the troops drafted from the Brigade to be employed in 
the service of the collections,-and to a dispute which afose concerning the 
detachment sent to reduce the zemindar of Butreria to obedience under the 
Command of Colonel Goddard. Also copy of our letter to that Council. [nv regily 
to which we refer you for our opinion of the capitulation and the orders that we 
lave thought proper to give relating to the effects found in the Fort. 

To facilitate the diapatch of the public service and prevent any delay which 
may arise from difference of opinion we have resolved that all troops applied for 
by the Chief and Council of Revenue at Patna when drafted from tive Brigades 
shall be entirely under their orders and that the Commanders of Brigades shall 
oot interfere with such detachments except im receiving the customary returns, 

By our letter to the Chief and Council of Revenue you will percmve, we have 
directed a full restitution to be made of everything taken in the Fort of Burreriah 
—exerpt the effects immediately appertaining to the zemindat which in cas of 
his being im debt to the Government for Revenues are to be detained to indemnify 
the Co, if necessary, and proper persons are to be appointed to see thus order 
strictly adhered to; also thatall persons be permitted to. quit the Fort without 
minlestation. 

it will appear to you, Sit, that in our fetter to the gentlemen at Patna wo have 
directed Captain Carnac to make an ample apology for his disrespect, and must 
in futuce Inave it entirely to you, should any instances of the like nature pecur, to 
pursue such messures aS may appear most consistent to presatve a proper 
subordination. 

We are, &c., 

Fort William. 

The agth May 1771. 


At a Consultation. 
Present - 
The Hon'ble John Cartier. 
PresipexT : 


Claud Russell. Thomas Kelsall. 
William Aldersey. | Charles Floyer. 
John Reed, Esq. 
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‘To Joseph Jekyll, Esq., | 
Chief, &c., Comptroiling Council of Revenue at Patna, 
Gertlemen, q 
[ have just received @ letter from Liewtenant-Colonel Goddard with the 
accompanying articles of capitulation granted to the Garrison of Burretiah Fort. 


Headquarters ; [ arr, 
Dittapore, Gentlemen, 
The ath May 19771. Your most obedient humbie servant, 
A. Ciamprox, 


Articles of capitulation granted to the Garrison of Burreriah by Lieut«nant- 
Colonel Thomas Goddard — . 
tst—That the tndermentioned articles be strictly and inviolably be adhered 
to, 
and.—That thres Principal Officers shall attend to s+ the Garrison ¢vaciale 
the Fort and the several articles caried into execution agreeable to ‘the. 
capitulation. 
grd-—That they have liberty to carry off their books.and papers of every 
kein, 
4¢4.—That they shall remain in possession of their zemindarry in the name 
af and for Shaik Fuccor Oolla, and that the payment of 10,000 nipees which they 
have made annually for these some years past for permission Wo retain the CGarrisen 
of Burrenah be discontinued, but the latter part of this article to be submitted to 
the pleasure of the Chief and Council of the Revenue ai Patna: 
5#t——That the Garrison shall surrender their arnss, but the men of distinction 
be permitted to retain their swords and targets, 
bthi—That the women be sacred ; those of distinction to the number of 45 chall 
be permitted to proceed without the least molestation whithersoevsy they plese 
and to carry off their nsoal omanvnts of sifver and gold. "heir female attendants 
to have their usual ornaments of silver and bras, 's. 
74—That they shall have:such an allowance as may te the Colonel: appear 
proper mond necessary to defray their expences until they may reach Sewan, the. 
intended place of their residence to which they shall proceed without delay. 
Si4—That the Fort, Wailike Steares Arms, effects, dc., not. particularly. 
specified m the foregoing articles shall remain in the possession of the conqutrors, 
and that two persons of trust on my part and thesame on theirs shall be appcinted 
to take an accouit of the diferent articles thus surrendered, | 


(Signed) Tuomas Gopparn, 
Lt.-Col., mst Brigade. 
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No. % 
To Cotonei Alexr- Champion, 


Sir, Commanding the rst Brigade at Dinapore. 


We have received your Jetter of the talk instant, enclosing the articles ol 
capitulation which you mention-to have been granted to the Garrison of Burreria. 
As we are the persons with whom the confirmation and execution necessarily rest, 
we think: you should have-sent the original articles to have been tieposited with us. 
We er further observe that (le copy which you sent ue js not even attested. 

Ve request you will acquaint Lieutenant-Colone! Goddard that we have 
agile! to the Hon'ble the President and Council for thew orders regarding the 
ellects, &ic., which were taken inthe Fort. 


Weare, kc, 
Joseph Jekyll. 
Patna, (eo, Vansittart, 
The 18th May 277% Robert Palk, 





No: 
Chief, &c. Council of Revenue at Patou. 
Gentlemen, 


T have received your letters of the gth and 7th iméstant. The lenient terms yeu 
prescribed me ta grant Wo the Garrison of Burreria, | fear, have given them an. 
opportunity of conveying away a great part of their valuables, but T hope it will 
appear to you by the articles of capitulation that [tock every: precaution in omy 
power to prevent |t without excesding tho [mits of your orders, To secure the 
éflécts, etc, from plunder, | have not suffered any of the troops to enter the Fort, 
and Lieutenant fohostems and Grant ate apporited to take account of them. 1! 
believe the whole of the captures will not exceed the amount of 15,000 rupees. 
This being $6 trifling a sum I hope you will not deprive the tooops of it, and Tam 
induced te solicit you ia their behalf on this ecension from the readiness they have 
shewn to execute ther duty. | conld enomentte many instances where the Alvader 
has been given up to the regwerers, Init one: im. particular very similar fo fhis 
when Captain Wilding reduced tHousepooree everything was yielded to him by: 
‘Mr. Rumbold, and {am well infornied toa considerable amount. [ therefore doubt 
not the same indulgence will be allowed to us, 


Dam with respect, &c, 
Gentlemen, 
Camp ai Burris, Your most obedient humble servant, 
‘The s3th May +771- Thomas Cocddard, 





‘Terms on whieh the Fort of Burrecna surcendensd — 

td Arti.—The persoas of the women in the Garrison shall be sacred, and 
shall have lave to depart to any town within this district: They-shall also be 
allowed to carry sith them their weating apparel, cooking utensils and ornaments 
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the latter to consist only of gold, silver and brass, Each women shull be searched: 
by another appointed by me for that purpose and suffered to carry no more thaa 
what is the custom of the country to be esually worn, and 

and.—Every warlike stote, etc., stall be delivered up to me and Commuissaries 
appointed on both sides to take an exact account of them- 

37d.—The troops of the Garrison shall be at the mercy of the conquerors, 





No. 6. 


To Joseph Jekyll, Esq., 
Chief, &c., Council of Revenue at Patna, 
Gentlemen, 


Lieutenant-Colone! Goddard having arrived here lust night, he made me 
acquainted with the instructions he had received from Colonel Champion by which 
| conceive the whole management of the Burreriah business is now to rest with 
the gentlemen of the Brigade as well as with respect to treaty with the sémindars 
to the attack on the Fort for Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard is ordered in case of 
Fuckeer Ulla’s offering any terms, to refer them to Colone! Champion and wait 
his answers on the subject of them, | amonly anxious for the pramotion of the 
Public Service and to avoid an embarassment which the contradiction of your 
former orders to mé, without my having received any advice of it from you, 
Gentlemen, may lead me into. The zemindar has before been directed to look on 
me as the channel through which his applications were to be made, and will of 
course continue to do so, but should he within a few days setid an officer to me 
to deliver up to the Fort on the terms before mentioned to him, for I imagine 
Colonel Goddard would not think himself authorised to cease the attack on any 
tepresentation from me, and thereby run the risk of not succeeding before the rains 
in case the terms could not he approved of. 

As | shall in every occurrence of my station he careful not to exceed the 
bounds of the authority you have thought proper to give me, s0 shall [ on the other 
be equally diligent on all occasions to act up to what [ conceive to be the real 
teaning and intention of your orders, 1 must therefore be favored with your 
directions how far i should or should not interfere in this affair of Burrerial, and 
you may depend on the strictest observance of them on my part. 


I am, 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and most humble servant. 
Sircar Sarun, Enwp. GoLpinc. 
The. ged May: 173. Supervisor of Sircar Sarun 


— 


To Colonel Alexr. Champion, 
= Commanding the rst Brigada, 
Sir, 


Enclosed we transmit your copy of a letter which we have just received from 
Mr. Golding, by which it appears that you have reserved to yourself the acceptance 
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or refusal of any offers winch the Murseriah Zemindar may make of delivering 
up the Fort. We should be obliged to you for a copy of your instructiams to 
Colonel Goddard. and also beg to be favored with an answer to our letter of the 
soth ultimo. 

As we apprehend the terms to be granted the gemindar should depend entirely 
upon oar determination, we should think ourselves obliged to make immediate 
relerence to the Han'bie the Governor and Council, unless you will be pleased to 
direct Colonel Goddard to obey our orders on that subject. 





We are, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servants. 
(54.) Joseph Jekyll. 
Patna, George Vansittart. 
The sth May 1771. Robert Palk. 
To Joseph: Jekyll, Esq., 
Chief, &c,, Council of Revenue at Pama. 
Gentlemen. 


Early in the mortiiag, { was favored with your lettur of this date, enclosed 
Mr. Goldiag’s letters which | have perused with attention, and likewise the 
instructions which I gave Lieutenant-Coionel Goddard. 

‘The observation which Mr, Golding bas mde is far wile of the intent and 
meaning of my orders And I flatter myself that you will find that I have reserved 
the issuing only of orders military, nor will 1 on this occasion interfere with any 
Civil Department, 

Enclosed is a copy of my instructions to the Commanding Officer, I you will 
please to point out to me wherein the service can be forwarded to ths Company's 
interest, 1 will with pieasure pay a due attention to it. 

You require, Gentlemen, answer to your letter of the joth ultimo. | conceive 
only means in regard to 4 return of the troups, which shall be sent you as soon as 
the different detachments ate collected in one body that you may be the better 
jwilges-of the strength of the detachment, so that the necessary orders may pass 
from: you for their subsistence. 


Tam, 
Gentlemen, 
Head-Quarters ; Your most obedient and very humble Servant. 
Dinapore, A. Champion. 


The sth May 1771. 





Copy of the Instructions for Lieutenant-Colone! Goddard ;— 
To Lieutenant-Cotonel Goddard, 
-: Commanding the Sepoy Corps belonging to the ist Brigade. 
ir, 
You will please to march immediately and take command of that detachment 
before Burreriah Fort and use such measures as you think necessary for the 
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reduction of it, any capitulation which may be offered, you will please to ailvise 
me immediate of the terms, that ] may acquaint the Chiefof Patna therewith, 
unless they capitulate for military honors, then you will be the best judge m 
receiving them and it will only save time. 

You will also at all. events endeavour to secure the principal people in the 
Fort, that the Chief of Patna may dispose.of them as he pleases, being the best 
judge on what terms they are to receive their liberty. 

1 could wish to receive as soon as possible a return from you, that Mr, Jekyll 
may send the necessary orders for supplying the troops with provisions. Captain 
Briscoe will follow with the remainder of the detachment. You will please-write 
mé on your arrival and continur to advise me of your operations. 

Should the Chief of Patna send any orders which may regard any of the 
districts or the interest of the Company in any Civil Department yoo will pay a 
proper attention to them. 

You will send your returns in the usual manner, 


Head-Ouarters ; lam, &., 
Dinapore, Alexr, Champion. 
The and May 1771. 


To Colonel A. Champion, 
Commanding 1st Brigade. 
Sir, 

We have been favored with your letter of the sth. The part of our letter of the 
goth April to which we chiefly desired an answer was what related to the terms: 
of capitulation, as we had received no answer from you, we appreliended that you 
had acquiesced in our sentiments on that subject, and were therefore surprised at 
the information transmitted us by Mr. Golding of your having given orders to 
Colonel Goddard of a cantmry tenor, 

We are obliged to you for the copy thereof which you have now sent us; and 
what we have to request canceming them is—that you will direct Colonel 
Goddard to obey such instructions as he may recnive from us relative to the terms 
to be granted the zemindar if he should offer to capitulate as we conceive. We 
only are responsible for them that they must be regulated entirely by our resolutions. 
As we are told there is some money and effects as well es stores in the Fort and the 
gemmindar is in arrears to the Government we purpose desiring Cofonel Goddard 
to secure them and send us a list of them, that we may transmit to the Hon'ble 
the Governor and Council, and request their instructions for the disposal of them, 

We had already written to Colonel Goddard before we heard fram Mr. Golding, 
and we enclose a copy of our letter for your information, and that therefore there 
would be an impropriety, as well as a needless delay, in. their being transmitted 
through you, with respect to any demands which may be made, Military Honore 
only, we have no objection to leaving to Colonel Goddard's judgment. ‘The 
season will not admit of the operations of the siege being suspended whilst 
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proposals are transmittel to Patna—lest the mins should sat in and impede ur 
defeat the attack, 


We are, &c., 
Joseph Jekyll. 
Patna, George Vansittart- 
The 6th May 1771. Robert Palk. 


To Joseph Jekyll, Esq., 
Chiel, &c,, Council of Revenue at Patoa. 
Gentlemen, 
1 have reesived your letter, dated 6th May, and the copy of the one you sent 
to Lieutenant-Colanel Goddard 
When anything of consequence occurs regarding the siege, [ shall got fail te 
acquaint you therewith. 


Lam, &e., 
Head-Quarters ; Gentlemen, 
Dinapore, Your most obedient and humble servant. 
‘The 7th May 177%. Alexr, Champion. 


To Colonel Alexr. Champion, 
Commanding the ist Brigade. 
Sit, 

We have been favored with your letter of this day's date, and have again to 
observe that you do not inform us whether or not you will direct Colones! Goddard 
to follow our instructions with regard to settling the terms of capitulation with 
the gemindar, Enclosed we transmit you a copy of: our letter to Colonel Goddard 
with which we request you will enjoin his compliance. 

We are, 
Sir, 
Patna, Your obedient Lhumb/¢ servants. 
The 7th May 177%. Joseph Jekyll. 
George Vansittart. 
Robert Patk. 


To Joseph Jekyll, Esq , 
Chief, &c., Council of Revenue at Patna. 
Gentlemen, 
L have this day received your fetter, dated 7th May, and the one enclosed of 
the same date to Lieutenant-Colonel Goddard. 
In reply to your observations, | imagine tay instructions to Colonel Goddard. 
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and my letter to you, dated sth instant, answered fully that part but for your 
further satisfaction orders have heen sent him according to your désire. 

I could wish, Gentlemen, you would let your sentiments pass through me to 
Colonel Goddard by which there would be oo mistake, for he must abide by his 
instructions from me unless | send him directions to the contrary. Nor dol 
conceive that it would in the least lessen your consequence, it being my duty to 
acquiesce with your sentiments in any representations for the Company's interests 
and f will observe that the business will go more regularly on. 

I! the terms are settled by you and the Fort delivered ap, Captain Ashe with 
the pergunnahs should be put in possession of it, I would recommend to you to 
employ « number of people immediately to demolish it, and if you will write me 
that you could wish it to be done, I wiil send direction for the detachment to 
dismantle it. 

Head-Quarters ; lam, &., 

Dinapore, A. Champion. 
The roth May 1771. 


To Colonel Alexsr, Champion, 
Commaniling, ist Brigade at Dinapore. 
Sir, 

We have been favored with your letter of the roth instant. Whenever we write 
to Colonel Goddard we will send you a copy of our letter, that you may enforce 
with your authority our instructions. 

it 18 not our intention for the present to destroy the Fort. When we are 
possessed of it as we believe it will be more for the interest of the Government to 
keep it probably garrisoned. 


We am, &., | 
Joseph Jekyll. 
Patna, George Vansitturt. 
The r1th May t771. Robert Palk. 


At a Consultation. 
PRESENT : 
The Hon"bie John Cartier, Esq. 
Present : 
William Aldersey, | Charles Floyer, Esq. 
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Fo the Hon'ble John Cartier, | 
Presitent-and Governor, &., Council of Fart William. 
Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 
We have herewith the honor to enclose the inventories of sundrjes plundered in 
Burrenah Fort as given in by Gieutenant-Colime] Goddard to Colne] Champion 
who lorwarded them to. tts. 


We are, Ac, 
Joseph Jekyll, 
Paina, George Vansittart. 
The 25th May 1777- Robert Palk. 





Inventory of gold, silver, brass; copper, &c,, found in Burceriah Fort, mgth 
May 1771 — 
aay Gold mohurs aes et ee | 
Rupees M me 7906 
Silver plates washing is Sa5-12 
Ol ditte a - Sa4 
Old gold one ons 317-8 
$4,375 pice 
34 copper pots. 
t7 brass pots, 
37 toothnaque. 
+ country manque. 
2 elephants teeth. 
225 pieces white cloth. 
85 do milk. 
29 pieces chintz. 
9 do. gingham. 
“i small remnants of woollen cloth grain of difisren| sorts left 
in charge of Captain Ashe, Quantity not axcertaimed. 


(Signed) Thos: Goddard, Lreut.-Cotonel. 





Inveatory of warlike stores, &e,, found in Burreriah Fort, goth May t772::— 


Brees guns ses — 3 

Country fron do. a oe 3 
Gingall rey ae 5 

Old English frelocks -.. om 4 
_Matchlocks i one 265. 

Old English pistols = “ane r 

Comman slot aaa ase 837 

Beaten balls oa «. 10,509 

tron. pigs ne “ 73. 
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Lead small pieces oe on: 3 
Country swords vee as 9 
Cutlass ove ove 3 
Pickuxes =e ne 6 
Country Powder one oka 48 
Saltpetre vee aes 20 
Sulphur we «= POtS ss tz 


(Signed) ‘Thos. Goddard; Lieut.-Colonel. 





To the Hon'ble John Cartier, 
Pesident and Governor, &c., Council of Fort William. 
Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 

We beg leave to enclose you copies of Mr, Bateman's letter to Captain Carter 
of the 8th May, and Captain Carter's letter to Mr, Bateman of the 11th May. We 
apprehend, Gentlemen, that the directions which Ceptain Carter mentions to have 
received from the Governor were in consequence of their being no Supervisor at 
the time on the spot, and as Mr. Bateman has now entered upon his charge, and 
Curuckpore is one of the pergunnahs belonging to it, we request if you do not deem 
it isuproper that orders may be sent Captain Carter to act under his directions 
in any business he may have with the zemindacs in that 

We also beg leavé ty enclose you copy of Mr. Duteman’s letter to us of the 
24th May, and to Litutenant-Colone! Grant of same date, and Lieutenant-Colanel 
Grant's answer. 

We request to be favored with your orders how far the supervisors or the 
Deroga of the Adawlui on the part of the Nazim have a right to interefere with 
Licutenant-Colonel Grant's dependants the inhabitants of the Military Gunge or 
people to take protection there, in case they should at any time be guilty of oppree 
sion to the country people. 

With respect to the perwannas you have already given directions that pone 
should be issued by the Commanding Officers, we have written to Liaatewant- 
Colonel Grant on the subject requesting he will apply to the Chief or the Supetyi- 
sot for any perwannahs he may have occasion for. 

We are, 
Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 
Patna, Your most obedient humble servants. 
The a8th May 1771. Joseph Jekyll. 
George Vansittart, 
Robert Palk. 





The Board are sensible of the justness and propriety of Mr. Jekyll’s representa- 


tion, but cannot deviate from the positive orders mceived from the Hon'ble the 
Court of Directors, 
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The Board are of opinion that the warlike stores found at Burreniah Fort 
should be detamed for the use of the Hon'ble. Co. and orders have already been 
sent regarding the effects. 

As some +hicidation seems necessary for the explanation of the first parageaph 
of the last letter, and Mr. Bateman's letter to Captam Carter with that gentlemen's 
reply. The President delivers in the following Minute >— 

The Herbos country is situated betwixt Boglepour, Rajah Maul and the 
northern parts of Bheertshoom. Captain Carter wtio was employed ona Survey of 
the Western parts of the Bengal and Bahar Provinces informed me early in 
February tast, that on entering the above district he with his escort had been 
attacked by its Rajah without any provocation. That this Rajah asserted an 
independency, had had for some years paid no revenue to Government and desired 
my orders how he was further to proceed. As Captain Carter's party was tan 
weak for him to continue his business, when there was such likelihood of mecting 
with opposition—I ordered a Company of Sepoys from the Bundwan Battalion to 
reinforce him and gave him directions. to enter again the Herboa country and 
prosecute his survey—bat not to attempt it should he find the force he hid 
unequal to the undertaking, but to wait the arnval of Major Autchmutty who 
was then on his march with a considerable detachment to Mongheer, | likewise 
gave him orders to endeavour to settle the country and to bring if possible the 
Rajah to terms, otherwise to seize his person and to send him to the city, and to 
advise me, and the Council thereof his proceedings I was unacquainted to what 
department the Herboa district properly belonged, but as it now appears from 
the Council of Revenue letter from Patna that it is considered as a part of 
the Cutruckpore district and incladed in Mr. Bateman’s Supmvisorship, I shall 
direct Captain Carter to obey all orders he may receive from that Council relative 
to the country. This place appearing to fotm.s part of and being connected with 
the district of Curruckpore, 

AGREED that the President be requested to write to Captain Carter to put 
himself under the orders of the Council of Revenue at Patna. 

The Board are of opinicn that oa complaints being prefetred to the Supravisor 
on the Military Gunge, the Supravisor should represent the affair to the Command- 
ing Officer at Monghyr, and if redress te not obtained the whole shoulll be referred 
to us through the Channel of the Revenue Council at Patna. 

AGREED we write to Lieutenant-Colonel Grant directing him to pay & proper 
attention to the representations of our Supravisor remarking the notion of 
independent aythority he seems to exhibit in the correspondence now before us, 

RESOLVED we do reply to the foregoing letters in the following manner :— 


To Mr. Joseph Jekyll, 
Chief, &c., Council of Revenue at Patna, 
Gentlemen, 
We have received your letters of the r4th, acth and 28th ultimo with the several 
inclosures. In reply to Mr. Jekyll's application to us for an increase of allowance 
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you will acquaint him, that we arc emsible-of the justnss and propriety of his 
representation, but that the ocders from the Hon'ble Court of Directors wre so 
explicit and positive on this head as not to leave it in our power to afford him 
relief: that he must wait their resolutions ia answer to our last. letter wherein we 
strongly recommended thei taking mio considemtion the pecesity of granting a 
larger allowance to the servants of the several factories and supmvisorships. 

Directions have been already tramsmitted you relative to the effects [ound in 
the Fort of Burreriah, The warlike stores are to he detuined for the wie of the 
Honorable Co. 

As the Herboa country from ‘representation appears to be connected with 
and forms a part of the district of Curmekpour in the Bahar Province, we havo 
eequested our President to write to Captain Carter directly to put timself under 
your orders. 

Relative to the complaints from Mr. Bateman we have wrote to Colonbi 
Grant enjoining him to restrain all licentiousness of behaviour in the mulitary 
dependency, and to pay a proper attention to the cepresentations which may tram 
time to time be made by our supravisor:and to redress the complaints against any 
dependants in the Military Gunge, You will therfore direct the Supravisor ii case 
af any uch complaints being laid before hin to mepmsent them to the Commander: 
of the Brigade, and, if he deems them to be not satisfactorily redressed, lie is. to. 
mier it to your Board to be transmitted through that channel tw us for our 
ultimate decisicm. 

Fort Willlam, We ars, Aer. 

The roth June 1771. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Hugh Grant, 
Commanding at Monghyr. 
¢ a - 
Sir, ; a ** 

From the Council of Revenue at Patna we have received copy of a correspons 
dence between you and Mr, Rateman tranamitted them by that geotlemen, 

We have directed that in cast of complaints being offered against the depen- 
dants on the Military Department at Monghyr the Supravisor is to represent the 
same to you, and we expect that you pay & proper attention to sych representations 
an! grant redress Lo the injured. 

We eannot help remarking in the course of out cormespondence with Mn 
Bateman that the words “he nor any other person under my command ‘shall over 
be tried at your or any other cutcherrv”—are very improper and sem too much 
to argue a hotion of independant muthosity, i 


Woe ger, Re, 
Fort William, Sir, 
The toth Jine 1771. Your most obedient humble servants. 


LEAVES FROM THE EDITOR'S NOTE-BOOK. 18 





At a Consultation. 
PRESENT: 
Ths Hon'ble Jolin Cattier—Presipent |- 

Thoms Ketsall. 

Charles Floyes. 

Joni Reed, Esq, 

Read the following letter frora the Coimeil of Revenue at Patra :— 
‘To the Hon'ble Ichn Cartier, 
President and Govemor, &c,, Council! at Port Willan. 
Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 

We have been favored with your commands of the 29th ullime and rath Instant, 
anil are: much concerned that our attack.on Burraria Fort, should not have me! 
with your apprahation. Far froni imagining we were depriving the zenundar of 
his natural rights, we apprefiended thot bis holiling such a Fort independent of 
the Government might imell be deemed en act of rebellion, andl we suppesed 
olielves to be invested with a general authority to Gill) dissbedient seniindas to 
an atount, and did not know that you expected we should trouble you with a 
reference in every patlicular instance, 

The awa of the country Government are clear: (wr Belleve that no zemindar 
should! hold w Fort without the consent of the Nazim.) The inconvenience of their 
doing it was experienced in the war with Sujah-Dowia, and after the conclusion 
of the peace, when our troops were no longer required for more urgent service, 
Lord Clive gave general: orders for the teductian of them, and many lave in 
consequence been reduced within these few yearss 

The effects shall be restored to the proprietors and the stores detarned for the 
Company agreenble te your orders, — ba 

The Chief willsmake Captain Camac aqquuinted with your sntiments rela- 
‘tive to his emission of sending the customary retums to the Governor and General 
Narker and direct him (6 make mitable apologies: 

We will direct Mr. Bateman.to dbserve the inode you haye pointed out In 
ease of any complaints being prefered te him against. tlie dependants oF the 
Military Gunge. 


We aro, &e. 
Patna, -Jnsephi Jekyll. 
“The gand June 1771. George Vansittart, 
Robert Palk. 





li Vol. NIU of Bengat> Past & Prevent, Mr, SuC; Sania gave a sumben 
al papers connected with charges brought opainst Nanda Kumar in e764. Iris 
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rather remarkable that when in 1772, Warten Hastings exnetinned the appoint: 

ment of Nanda Kumar's son, Guru Das (* Rajah, Gurdas") to the post of Divan. 
to the Nuwab Nazitn, be drew a distinction between "a vinlaton. of a trust andl 
‘an offence committed against our Government bya mim that owed it no allegiance 

nor was indebted to it for protectian.” He pointed qut that "the artifiees” 

in which Nanda Kumar had been detected had been in the interest of bid enapiloyer 

(Mir Jafit), and might "be as fairly ascribed to the ona as the: other.” (in the 
view that Nanda Kamar was a subject of the Nawab, little compleint could ante 

from the fact that he served. what he conceived to be the interests of the Nawall 

rather than the interests of the Company. This line of justihcation meets with a 

somewhat formidable objection In the lect that In y744, Nanda Kumar made the 

following petition for q “trial agreaably to the hows of England -— 


To the Hon'ble Henry Vansittart, Esq., and Council. 
Hon'ble Sir & Sirs, 


The distress I soffer in my person and state during a close confinement 
since mouth of August past, induces me to apply to your Hon'ble Board for 
a further: consideration of my case in all its circumstances, willing to submit 
myself, if found guilty, to whatever punishment your laws may prescribe. 

The means which have been used by my enemies to effect my rai, and 
the evidences they have produced against me. if set-in their proper light by & 
person acquainted with your language and the evidences confronted with me, 
which they never have been, agreeably to the custom of all trials, } flatter 
mysell the proofs would come far short of what they have appeared to your 
Honors for want of these helps, and would not merit the punishment which je 
pow inflicted upon me. 

The ignotinious and painful situation | am in at present inakes me wish 
for any end to these miseries, and that 1 may be brought upon my trial 
apreeably to the laws of England. 

Should your Honors not think proper to grant my request of being tried 
by the iaws of England in a public manner.:2s your Honors have been: pleased 
to think that | am not to be trusted with my liberty in this cowntry, may 


i yet beg it may be indulged me to retire with my family in satety to-some 
other, 


Fort William, . lam, with #testest respect, 
; Hon'ble Sit & Sirs, 


The ajth March 1763. Your most-obedient & humble servant, 


(Sd) Nundecomar Roy. L & 
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The Calendar of Records of the Select Comnrittve at Fort William, 
published by the Bengal Secretarial Press in tot3 bring to lieht anotles 
little transaction in which Nunda Kumar was covucerned. In November 1770, 
George Gustavus Ducarel the Supervisor of Purneal) was informed by Raja 
Devi Sinha that a person called Namid Kat had come to him and professed 
to be the bearer of aletter from Shuja-ul-Daula, the Nawab of Oudh, the 
abject of the letter being to. induce Raja Devi Sinha to bring over the 
samindars of his. acquaintance fo a Jeague of the Marathas and the French 
against te English in Bengal. Of the natute of this conspimey much has 
heen lrarned from the original recards quated by Mr, Charo Chandm Ray in: 
his artis in our present number, Mr. Mucarel caused Namid Rai, Rahmat 
Khan (“a well known head harkara '") and fourteen. others to be arrested, 
and inside Namid Rais Ae/anuan or pea-case, was found a number of 
Persian papers and three forged seals of the Nawah Shaja-eud-Daula On 
the person of one of the other prisoniirs were found, (1) a letter addressed to 
Raja Devi Sinha under a forged seal, (2) @ letter addressed to Nanda Kumar 
under the seal of Ghulab Singh, and (3) = letter ta Muhammad Riza Kha 
bearing the-seal of Dandi Khan Rohilla, The. third letter amounts to little 
more thania commendation of Ghulab Rai, The second letter asks Nanda 
Kumar to enrol Ghalab Rai as ane of ble own servants, and- states that one 
Mahiab Ray will shortly be despatched and will eqmumunicate hy word of 
mouth to Nanda Kumar “ the purpose which the Vazir has at heart.” fn this 
Intter the Nawab (Vazir) says. that he fs " unite to the noble English 
sardars fn the etrietest bonds of amity and friendship,” and wishes to be kept 
acquainted with all that concerns: their welfare. The first letter, addressed 
to Devi Sinha, bore:a seal inscribed Vasir-utl-Mamaleh Bahadur, and it was 
conjectured that. the letter was a forgery since. the seal answered to one of 
thase discovered in the Aa/amdan, The prisoners indeed confessed that they 
had themselves forged the letter. The contents of the letter, to pitt the 
matter 2s -brictly as possible, were that the Vasir had fio,coo horsemen and 
s#poys, a train of artillery consisting of 206 pieces, and “two lakhs of horse © 
trom the Deccast in readiness; the weiter looked to Devi Singha to enter 
inte hands with “two French gentlemen: and the principal Rajas of Bengal,” 
and he should at ence repair to Benares should he <xert himself heartily in 


the business, all the swbaks from Fyzabad to Purneal would be rntrosted to 
hie nianagement. 


Among the letters discovered was one directed. to Nanda Kamar under 


the sealof Ghulab Ray. This letter deals with affairs at the Vazir's court, 
where it would appear that the writer was established as Nanda Kumar's 


184 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 
eee 
vakil. Jn order to maintain communications with the latter “for the known. 
business," the Vazir had appointed two writers-and seventy ooadde (miming 

messengers). Lala Mahtab Ray, a relation of the writer's, had been. commis- 
stoned “by ithe presence,” and will shortly attend on Nanda Kumar. The 

words “a: parwana is enclosed were explained by the prisoners to he a 

mark agreed on between Nanda Kumar and Ghulab Singh az sign of 

authenticity, 





On 7th November, the Select Committee write to the Couneil of Revenue 
at Murshidabad directing asking that the original letter from Shuja-ud-Dauta 
to Nanda Kumar stiould be sent to them in order that the seals affixed 
Sereta might be compared with those in the office of the Persian Translator. 
A letter from Captain Gabriel Harper, dated Fyzabad, agth December. 
(No 517 in the Calendar) states that “( Guluh Ray is found te be the person 
engaged by the Nawab to place daks towards Calcutta. He was introduced 
by Prasad Ray, hut is lately in disrepute, and the Captain thinks that the 
measures be has-taken will remove bim frany the Nawab's household. A man 
named Bhondy, who las now gone castwards, was principally employed by. 
fhulab Ray 'to place' the Aarturas.” Captain Harper in another lutter of 
equal date; states that he had seen Ghulah Ray befote he started for Benares, 
butsince his return he has not. seen him, Prasad Ray mentioned ‘by tle 
Captam, | take tobe Raja Parsudh Ray, who had resided in Calcutta for 
nearly three years as the Vazir’s Vakil, and who returned to Foizabad about 
ist August 1769. It seems then that there can be no doubt that Ghulab Ray 
Was engaged to lay down daks’ between Faizabad and Calcutta, ond ole Gan 
scarcely question, that the purposes Jor which these ConMunications: were 
sought wen of a political nature. Was Nanda Kumar at the headof one 
end of the line of comimunications? Perhaps some day we mny be able 
6 answer the question, but, for the present, ib is at least curione that the 
name. Matitab Ray appears as one of the witnesses on the pearl bond which 
cost Nanda Kumar his file? 





la regard to. the death of the ex-Nawab Mir Kasim Khan, referepee may 
be made to Vol. VIL of Bengal: Pas & Present. page 159, where will be 
found an extract from a fetter of Major Polier ta Colonel fronsicy- The 
Major writes " Cassin Aly Khaw: is at Jast dead and burled. Hit demise: 
Was at Delhiien the ¢gth of the moon Rabyal Sany, ‘that is, on the 6th June 
1777. [tis said that he died iy Sreat misery, and that his last slaw! was solif 
to pay for his winding sheet," 





, = 
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In regard to the matter of Nanda Kumar's connections with other 
persons’ seals the following extract from the Press List. of Ancient Documents 
preserved at the Bengal Secretariat Record Room is-at least suggestive. 
Vol. TI, page 611, 28th April 1773 -— 

Copy of the deposition on aath, of Hinga, the Company's sea! cutter, 
‘stating that Yar Mukammad bad come to him, under the 
orders af Maharaja Nanda Kamar, and requested him to cut 
two seals in the names of Muhammad Aushie and Muhammad 
Culléem, but he declined to do anything without the orders of 
the Governor or of Mr Herbert Harris, the Mint Master, 
who was his immediate stuperibr. 


Another suspicious case is that of Zain-ul-Abidin Khan, According to 
the same Press List (page 616), Bund ‘Ali Khanina letter wates “that he 
wis making search in consequence of the intelligence given by Najaf Khan 
concerning. Zain-ul-Abidin having engraved snuls, when he ret with a seal 
of His Excellency [Muhammad Riza Khan?], which he. has kept j in his 
possession, anid stating that it Is apparent that Zain-ul-Abldin. Khan ha’ other 
vals in his possession,” It seems. (I regret 1 cannot at present write more 
positively) that at this time Zain-nl-Abidin bad been brought down to 
Caleutta in connection with the enquiry Into Muhammad Riza Khan's 
administration, and jt is certain that he was in confinement at the time. The 
evidence given by the prisoner's servant fx thet Bund “Ali Khan tiled that 
"the Nawab knew nothing of the seal; and that it waz prepared by Mirza 
Masecta.” Now jn May 1775) alter : Nanda Kumar had brought: charges of 
gress corruption against Warren Mastings, and. the majority on the Council 
Board had shown that they were asxious to. obtain evidence against the 
Governor-General, Zain-ul-Abidin put in a petition which is sumnjerised 
as follows in the Press List (Vol, IV, page jo) — 

That the office af Pourdar of Hooghly may be conferted on him, on a 
stlary of Rs, 32,000 per year. in the place of Khan Jahan 
Klian, the present Fourdar, whe is allowed Rs 72,000, and 
pays a part of the amount to the Governor-(ieneral and his 
banian, and practices extortion on the peaple 

lt well-known that Hastings (goth March) declined to allow Zainoul. 
Abidin to be examined in his presence, and that the majority on tlie day 
lollowing (sist Marek) met (in the Revenue Department) in the absenes of 
the Governor-Genyral and Barwell, and dismissed Khan Tohan Khan from 
his appoitment, placing in his room one Mirza Effendi, a servant of Nanda 
Kumar's who in that employ bad received Rs. go per mensem, at a salary of 
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Rs. 3000, per nrensem, “ This,’ writes Barwell,“ was in fact, making Noncomar. 
Phousdar of Moogily, while it was ostensibly Io the nameé-of Mirea Mindee.” 
lt was indeed far more, for the dismissal of Khan Jahan Khan was tant- 
amount to an acceptance of the charge broupht against the Governor-General 

We are led to ash for some further itformation about Zain-ul Abidin and hie 
relations with Nanda. Kumar 


Mir Zain-ul-'Abidin Khan, a= far as my. researches have enabled me 
totrace his part, was a man of considerable rank. [ny dhe days when 
Mir Kasim was Nawab and a friend: ol Governor Vansittart’s, the Mir 
was, [ think, a Vakilof the Company's, bot, alter We terrible time al 1763 
snd the subsequent flight of the dethroned Nawab, Mir Zain sought the 
protection of the Nawab of Oudh. In Vol. 1, (page 340) of the Calendar of 
Persian Correspondence (Imperial Records Department) there is summarised 
a remarkabie jetter im which Zainu acknowledges, on 22nd September. 
1764, a letter [rom Major Munro, (through Asad Khan) in which lie, Zain 
ia invited to join the English and to bring over with bim “as many 
able ‘and well-mounted Mogtuls, Tordsis, &, a3 possible’. The writee 
acknowledges that while “jt is dishonorable for all men, particularly for 
men of family, to desert the service they are engaged if; and go over to 
their master’s enemies, yet there are several reasons which justify such 
conduct in the Mogbuls.” The first of these reasons is that “the Wazir, 
notwithstanding his oath upon the Quran, murdered the Nawab Qull Khan, 
who was the glory of the Moghaly, and who to the writer wes dearer than «= 
father or a brother.” The second reason betrays a somewhat siniater 
humour on the part of the writer—it is that the e¢-Nawab Mir Kasim—z 
man whose hands were stained with the blood of English prisoners-of.war,— 
had been treated by the Wazir in an) unworthy foshion, [it is clear 
from the correspondence that Zain wag, at least im his opinion, the 
spokesman of the Moghals, and that he was then In high hope that the territary 
between the Ganges and the Jumma might be made over to his people rent- 
free. Mis office with the Nawab of Oudh was that of “ Principal Officer al 
the Diwan! Let us note (Calender of Persian Correspondence, Vol. |, 
Na. 2094) a letter from Zain to Mir Bunyad ‘Ali, roth March t764—perhaps 
the Bund “Ali Khen referred to above. 





The neat 1 bearof Mir Zain.u'l-Abidin Khatr is in 1766 whet he was 
employed by Lord Clive in an embassy to the Darbar of the Mahrata. Raya 
Januji. On the a8th December of that year he was within ig kos of 
Nagpur, having on the way been seized and detained by four different rajas- 
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Soime account of this embassy will be found in No. ax of Vol. U of the 
Calendar of the Persian: Correspondence. A letter [No of4) from Mbhum- 
mad Rica Khan repotts the arrival of Mir Zain at Benates on rgth March, 
and his intention to start for Murshidabad onthe 2atst. On 17th April the 
Mir reached Murshidahad, In August [No 320] he writes ae Faujdar of 
Hijili, and a letter of Raja Januji [Na. 709) speaks of the Mir-as engaged in 
an intrigue for the Subidari of Orissa At the close of the year Zainu was 
at Murahidsbad explaining his conduct to Muhammad Riza Khan [No, 716]. 
In: #768 the correspondence has ecarcely-any more bo tell usabout in’ régard 
19 Zain thay affaire connevted with the salt trade and the pargana ol 
Jalamuki. 


| now turn from the Persian Correspondence to the English Records al 
the Benga) Steretariat, On 2gth June 770, the Resident at Marshidabad 
Darbar writes to William Harwood, Supravisor of Bhagalpur and Rajmehal 
to: the effeet that Zain-uwlAhidin Khan kos been appointed Fouzdar af 
Bhagalpur, anil Raja Madan Lal Fouzdarof Rajmelral, In the follawing 
December these officera were re-calied in company with many others from 
their several districts. 


lt must -be confessed that one cannot fed! altogether. certain that there 
may not liave bern two or even more Zain-w-Abidin Khans. The author 
of the Ser Mitagherin has something. to tell we-of a galant soldier, Zin-el- 
Abedin-Qhan: who kad served ander Mahmed-Quli-Qhan and Abul-Mangar- 
Qhan, On page 324, Vol. 1 (Cambray’s Reprint) he tells ue that this officer 
becane " Veztr to Shah-Aalum,” and fost is life im the assaults of 
Azim-abad [Patia, September 1762. Sree Broome, page 298], Later om the 
writer [Vol. Il, page 51] describes how Zin-el-Abeden fen, Oban was struck in 
the leg by a mueknt-ball, which shattered the bone into shivers, and how in 
thie painful state he was lowered dawn the wall by his tien, It fs possible 
that the earlier statement that Zain lost his life at the assault of Patna Is 


incorrect.* 





® in june vy7a the Provincia! Conncil af Parma took into considontion a petitions From Lurtat- 
Nissa. fegum in behell of herself and the children of the dmocsed danghtor af Nawal Siret-od. 
Doula praying for ‘the continaame of the peniion nt Rs, Gen per mensem which had tormesty « 
recelved frocr Dacca, mod for the nevtremtinn of the villmgey givin rantetrce wea burial place of the 
Nawab Zaig-addiy Abad Khan of Petes. Bengal. Record Revs Frese Lilet, Vol, 11), pages 461-62. 
Thin Zain was, 1 sapprem, the father od Sitajead-Dila See Bengal - Pact & Prevent, Val, VIN, 


page a8, 
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Lt will be worth while in a later number to bring together bere sone 
information about Khan Jahan Khan, the Faujdur of Hughli, For the-present, 
| place on record. fist of the Mughli Fauedars fran 1760 to 1975 -— 


Sulaiman Beg Khan wi ET60-63. 

Sayyitl Badal Khan vee 8763-64. 

Mirza Muhammad-Kezm Khan 1965-67. 

Muhammad’ Al Kian wy 4767 July to June 1769. 

Aga Razin'd-Din Matammad Khan Formerly 'Amil at Parnes, 1769, 

Muhammad! Ali Khan .. 3770 (Dec), Retioved 16th Feb- 
rauary 17'73-0n Account 
ot his relationship with 
Muhammad Riza Khan 


then under-trial, 
Khan Jahan Khan, appointed 7th May 1775. 
Mina Mehendi ) 9775 (May) 


As tothe second fanjdar on the list, | drvw the following passage from 
& letter fron Governor Vanaittart to tie Nawah from Long's Se/ectiony, 
page 354: | | \ 

“As Syed Budnal Cawan ts 5 good man, and-al) these disturbances have 
happened since the arrival of Lahoorimul, it appears that he whe is of 
Nuncomar’s orders in appointment is.acting agreeably ta Nuncomar's orders 
in oppressing several merchants who have fallen under his digpleasore. As 
numbers of the merchants of this country are great sufferers by these 
disturbances, and the rest depend pon your favour and protection, and it is 
necessary you should sipport them, you must therefore secure them from the 
displeasure of such kind of men. You have now shewn some fittle favor to 
Nuncomar ond he has ‘already begun such oppressions on the people, if your 
favour to him increases, his oppressions will also increase, and the people: 
will be trampled under foot.” 


Of the witnesses at the trial of Nanda Kumar for forgery one ol the moat 
important wat a persan named Kamal-ud-Din—s name generally written 
by the English of the time (and by Sir Ji F. Stephen) Commaul0.Deen. 
On the translation of the famous Persian bond the name of Abdehoo Commau! 
Mahomed appears as the second of the three witnesses to the bond ‘The 
case for the defence was that all three witnesses were in [net dead: the case 
for the prosecution pdmilted the death af the third witness Seilanbaut, denied 
that Mahtib Koi, the first, ever existed, and produced Kamgl-ud- Din, who 
claimed having witnessed the deed, but stated) that he hud ona certain 
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occasion in 1763 allowed Nanda Kumar to have possession of his seal, and 
that the latter had never returned it, Kamal.ud-Din also asserted that his 
name had been formerly Mohamed Kamal. Tt wae thus Kamal's contention 
that the seal on the jewel hood was indeed his seal. and that Naoda Kamar 
had ased it without his consent rc knowledge. And he denied that the words 
it is witnessed" appearing over the impress oi his seal were in his handweit- 
iny. He morenver, according to the report, " ‘'orduced 4 paper sealed with 
the same seal to prove he: had the seal," and the jury were impressed by 
observing that both impressions exhibited a evidence of a small flaw tine 
seal. Mr. Beveridge, In his reply ta Sir F. J) Stephen, says that the jury moat 
have had very good eyes indeed to detect the existence of a flaw, and he tells. 
us that he had examined other specimens of Kamal's ‘/alleged”’ seal, and 
that they betray no token of a flaw, 


Mr. Beveridge refers toa petition dated goth April #775, the Persian 
prigival of which was studied by him at the Record Room of the High Court. 
The seal on thia document, he tells us, has in addition’ to the name Kamal- 
ud-din Ali Khan, the Persian-date-1178, ie. 5th July e764 to agrd Jane 1765, 
Kana) stated that he received the title of Khan when the Emperor and Clive 
were at Patna, pe. in 1761, but that, as the Nawab's contirmation was 
requisite, he did not make use of hia new name until he was made Fauzdar 
of Hughli, about a fortnight before Muhammad Risa Khan. became Naib 
Subaldar, A reference to tie Calendar of Persian Correspondence 
(Imperial Records Department, 19/1), Vel. J, No 2631, 28th April 1765, 
gives us from a letter of Mutianmad Riza: Khan the following: “' ae te 
Kamalu-didin Khan, who has gone to Nund Kamar, and who has not patd a. 
single wam from his rerenués, itis to be hoped that, as Fequusted, he has 
not been countenanerd or protected jin Calcutts.” It will be remembered 
that in April 1765 Nand Kumar liad arrived ut Calcutta to stand on 
tril ft would thus appear that Kamal had assumed his new tan in 
1764, the date Ceuya BS.) horse, either truthfully or untruthtully by the 
jewel bond. So Mr, Beveridge aske “is it fikely that Nanda Kantr would 
use in Auguat t765 a seal which he knew had became obsolete?” To 
answer that question one would perhaps require to kiiow more than we do 
at present about the habits of Indians in Tepard to their seals and their names. 





According to the terme of te Jewe! Bond, Bolagi Das Seth, had in the 
vear 1758) received. into safe custody at his house at Murshidabait certain 
jewels. Inthe year 1765 Nanda Kumar demanded the return of thrse jewels, 
bot Balagi Das, being unable eitherto restore his trust or make & money 
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payment, entered into a Lond pledging himself to pay 48,021 sicea rupers to 
Nanda Kumar, Balagi Dae died in June 1769. It will pot be necessary in 
this place to go into the matter of the terins of the will,ar the question: ol 
the accounts connected with the estate of the deceased. The salient fact ix 
that in the transactions between Nanda Kumar and the representatives of Balagi 
Das’ heirs, Nuncomar in exchange for Compatiy Bonds made over the famous 
jewel bond) It was remarkable that in a powerof Attorney granted te 
Pudmohun Dass and Mohun Persaud, Balagi Das had. stuted his debt to 
Nanda Kumar at to,ooo.rupees, and no more. Now if the bond was a forgery, 
it is clear that the forger would be anxious jn 1769 to vive to his artistic 
creation the appearance of its being at least four years old, {f only Kamal 
could be relied upon to swear to his seal, the fact that the aeal Was An 
old one might scem to give to the Bond the appearance of a genwine 
transaction. Unfortunately for Nanda Kumar, Ramalin the event swore to 
fis seal, but denied that it had been placed on the bond with his knowledge 
and consent. To meet the situation, the defence pleaded: that the seal was 
ihatof anther person and. thot that person was dead, 





In dealing with the evidence in the Nanda Kumar forgery case, Mr, 
Beveridge attacks a statement made by Captain Carnac that Shija-udt-Datla 
and Mir Kasim retreated to Benares on 3rd May 1765. He thinks Benares 
‘is probably a mistake for Buxar, and adds: “they did not retreat on 3rd 
May, After the cannonade on that day the two armies remained at Bankipur 
‘Topking at one another,’ as Captain Williams expresses it for some Weeks, 
and when at the end of May. Shuja-ud-Daula and Mir Kasim removed 
westward, they at first only went to Maner. Later they retreated to Buxar. 
and there remained during the rains. Shuja-ud-Datla secms to have crossed 
into his own territories, but I beliewe Mir Quasim did pot leave Bihar till 
alter Buxay.” It is curious to note that No. 2281 af Vol. 1 of the Calendar of 
Persian Correspondence thus summarises a lettes lo Muhanimad Riza Khan, at 
that time Naihb of Duacea - “learns that Shaja-u-'d-Daulah, being unable to stand: 
his ground, has retreated with his whole army towards Benares. ‘The English 
troops will persue him and retaliate on his country all the mischief he hac 
Hone in Behar." This letter is dated 6th June, and would therefore, allowing 
time for news {rom Patna to reach Calcutta, gives the first ‘impression madi: 
by the news of the event of 3rd May, which by the way was something far 


more considerable than a “cannonade.” The account given of the battle 
before Patna on 3rd May by Broome, and of Carnac’s subsquent conduct, 
affords a very melancholy views of Carnac's military abilities, yet it is to he 
remembered that Vansittart, whose words Mr. Beveridge quotes, was Caman’s 
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bitter enemy, and also that before Munro advanced on Buxar, Muuro speot 
mm toi) in bringing over ithe Mughal leaders to English cause. Things 
were mot socasy for Cartiac’as might appear. 


We have already referred to: Munro's: negociations with Zain-al-Abedin 
Khan, The Péerran Caleudar, (Voll, No. 2424) shows that im September 
1764 at the latest Munro had entered into correspondénce with Shah Mal, 
the Kilartar of Rhotas. In the letter against which the date 22nd September is 
set, the Kiladar says "he has brea plainly toll that the people of Rhotas 
will hy no means submit to the Wozir, whose behaviour tothe Nawab “Alt 
Jah (Mir Kasim) lias mot been such as to make them believe that it will be 
their interest to do so," and that. as the people of the Fort “ ane now the. 
Campany’s servants; assistance i money should be sent tothem. Another 
letter of the same date shows that Shah Mal was expecting the arrival of Mir 
Asad ‘Ali with communications fron the Major, and he appeals for supplies 
of food, as the Fort is lately to be aurronnded by the enemy, and refers ty 
Mir Asad Ah and Or. Fullarton. lt as catioas'to note that in the Persian 
Correspondence there is not a single word about the Fort of Rhotas being 
captured by Captain ‘Goddard as related by the author-of the Seér Mfuta- 
bigrin. (Sve Broome, page 463), but it would appear simply that the 
Port was made over by Shah Mal, who in return received an ample 
rewartl. Sir J. F. Stephen in his Vancomar ant fmpey, (Volt, page 134) 
had said that atthe forgery trial it was proved "that Mir Cossim retreat- 
ed from Bebar for the last time in May 1764, that Khotas was taken from him 
‘apparently earlier in the year, though the date t; not given, that the battle 
of Buxar was fought, 23rd October 1764." Mr, Beveridge, who, In bis 
anxiety to score off Sir James. will not let this pass, betrays s desire to fall 
in with these ‘authorities who hove lield that Rihotas did not surrender til 
‘after the battle of Buxar, and this, allhough Mr. Beveridge had before him 
the announcement made by the Governor tothe Board at Fort William that 
a letter dated 2nd October hail been received ram Munre reporting the 
surrender of Rhotas to: Captains Goddard and Stables 


Now as to Mir Kasim, Accarding: to the account given by Broome he 
disgraced himself by his lethargy in the battle of 3rd May 1764, and probably 
earned the Wazira’ coutempt. On 27th August uews arrived from the Wazirs’ 
camp What Mir Kasim “who had designed tp go to Khotas, has bren 
imprisoned together with Samroo. Their effects have been seized and their 
troops ditpersed.” (Calendar of Persian Correspondence, Vol. 1, No. 23954.) 
On pth September (rdia, No. 2407) the Wazir informs the Council at 
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Caletitta that Hie Majesty tas inflicted due punishment on Mir Qasiw." 
The fact is that hoth the Emperor and the Wazir Were at this time proposing 
to effect terms of peare with the English, 


At the trial of Nanda Kumar for forgery @ witness appeared whose namie 
Sir jJ.F, Stephen give as *Ussud All," but whe wasnone other than the 
Mir Assad-'Alii we have already met with. The Mir prodaced 4 receipt 
which he stated to have been given him by Bulaqi Das, and this receipt Was 
sealed with a 'seal corresponding with that which nurported to be the seal of 
Bulagi Dass on the famous jewel bond. Hisstory was that te had been sen! 
by the ex-Nawab Mir Kasim; to carry treasure from Rhotas, and that he, by 
Mir Kasim’s orders, delivered the treasure to Bulagi at a place-called 
Dporgstty. Sir J. F. Stephen writes: "the feceipt was dated 23th Assen, 
N64, which correspondé to Sth October 1764," (Vol, |, Page 134). Mr. 
Beveridge saiv the receipt in. the Record Room. of the Tigh Court, and he 
writes that it bears ou the top the ex-Nawab's name, that it {s for the cum of 
Rs 1,960,000, and that it (s dated path Rablus-Sant LE7S equal to hth October 
176g. As Min Assal was a witttess for the defence, Mr. Beveridge has to 
justify the evidence given by him, and this probably explains. Mr: Beveridiee's 
anxiety to find the latest possible date for the surrender of Rhotas. Mir 
Asad. as we have seen, in September, or even in August, in the service of 
he English, [t is, of course, possible that the Kiladar of Rhotas, who had a 
preat regard for MirKasim, allowed Mir Asad to tarry away from the Fort 
even alter Its Surrender, the ¢x-Nawab's treasure, but sacha theary i¢ hoth 
fanciful, and in conflict with the restol the evidence, Mr. Beveridge's 
whole position seems to tute on the idea that Mir Kasim was | in possession 
of Rohtas till the end of September,” (page-26s), and that Lherefore there is 
no difficulty “in believing that Mir Kasim may have given orders shortly 
before the battle of Buxar lor money to bre brought from Rabitas.*’ (Paws 263). 
It would seeny that both Mir Kasim and Bulaqi Das were iinder confinement, 
and a2 to the alleged delivery of the treasiry at Durghatry, Mr. Beveridge 
has to resort to the sugwestion that Mir Asad’s memory may have heen at 
fact, although the name of the place: is given ta\the-pretendad cl 
Probability favours the stalement of a witness at Lhe jewel bond trial, that df 
thr treasure stated to have been brought from Reohtes to Bulagr Pes had 
indeed been brought down by Mir Assad anda company of soldiers they 
would have heen keized by the Wazir's officer, 1h fact the receipt produced 
was, ze Sir James F: Stephen puts it, “such an instrument as would! be 
required, for the purpose of forgery.” 


——— 
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Mr. Beveridge was at pains to show that Mir Azad All was no myth 

but a real person who was at Robtas in August or September, 1764.” 

(Page 261), but In a footnote on the following pages be desires te distinguish 

between two persons—(t) Asad Khan Bahadur, in the service of the Waair, 

and (2) the Mir Asad, who appeared a= a witness in the Nanda Kumar forgery 

case. | do not believe that this distinction can bo maintained. Jt appears 

to me that we have only one gentleman of th: same name to deal with, and 

that he wus in fact a brother of Zain-al-Abidin Khan, and perhaps brother of 
Muhammad Resa Khan, Naib of Morshidabad, 


Vol. 


Vol, 


Vol. 


Vol, 


CORRECTIONS. 


OC 


IH}, page 174, 4th line from bottom for “ Miss" read “ Mrs” 
5 gtd dita for“ Templer” read Smith!" 
IV, page 486, Note 2, sth line for 1754" read " 1759." 
= » ©6487, t8t Hne of Notes delete “ district.” 
. » 6488, 8th from bottom for 1753" read “4759. 
-- » 488, ard ditto for "8750" read “ 
7 » 489, Note 28, delete all words from “a son of" to 
* Earl of Liverpool,” 
s + 492, 3rd from top, for “Stibbert” read “ Stibbart.’! 


” “i 493, rath vi for "W Boulet v0 read “ Bouter.” 
\ » 499, 14th from bottom for “ previous" read “father.” 
» » 49% mth ,, for 1776" read " 4772." 


‘3 4 500, and, of text for ' Coates" read“ Cotes." 
' $02, 2th from top, for“ Marlow” read “ Martin,’” 

m1 « §08, ands, for ' Keble" read “ Keable,”’ 

< » §09, grad “ for “ Lizarda read " Lezarder.”' 

) » §tt, 7th rr for Routh" read “ Rauch." 

VIII, page 166, 12th from top, for “ Lherondell” read “ Lherondell.” 


7 » 167, 7th from bottom of text, for “Surgen" read 
* Surgeon.”’ 
~ » 168, 4th from top, add “and Miss Charlotte Briscoe” 
» 16g, 8th ui for Rotten " reed " Rotten.” 
- 4 479, 13th from bottom of text, for “ Messirck // read 
" Messink."* 
Pe w 370, Sth ditto, for “Kaulie" vead 
“ Raulie."’ 


XIV, page 61, bottom line for " 1776" read "' 1771." 
* 63, 7th line from bottom “ 1777" read * 1774."" 


eo » 65, tath line from top, for" Helmes” raed © Holmes.” 
.- » 69, 19th : for ’ Pelleazin" read * Pellegrin." 
z » 299, 8th tine from bottom, for Wolley" read « Wolsey,” 


The Dutch Cemetery af Chinsurab. 





fh following is alist of nearly all the inscriptions on the graves in the 

— Dutel portion of the Chinsurah barial-ground. | was unable from want 
of time to copy about half a dosen tmscriptions on the graves. of private 
soldiers or members of their familles, and a few inscriptions which have 
become so defaced as to be illegible. Circumstances render work of this kind 
in the hot weather not very easy. [tis difficult to be quite accurate when 
one ig writing beneath a blazing sun, the perspiration from ote's. forehead 
dropping down on the paper and soaking it. The Chinsurah burial-ground 
is a pley-ground for a tribe of Humayun apes, and one cannot be quite 
certain of what surprise may be preparing while intent on copying a difficolt 
inscription. | must apologise if 1] have been guilty of errors. The burial 
register shows that.a very large putnbey of persons have been buried in this 


cemetery whose graves have disappeared. 
WALTER K. FIRMINGER. 


1, Edward A. COCKER / Son / of Peand A. Cocker / Died rith Sept: / 


1836 / Aged 8] months. 
3, Sacred /to the memory of / John BAYLEY / died rath February 


1857 / Aged 57 years. 

3. Sacred / to the / memory / of / William HIGGS Esquire / of / 
Chandernagar. 

4. Sacred to the memory of / George Ward BEAN, / the beloved chili! 
of } Mroamd Mrs. George Bean, / Died 27 Augnat / 1852,/ Aged 5 yeare 
to months and 25 days: / “The Lord gave and / the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed / be the Name of the Lard.” 

g. HL | Edward Harver's Scawen BIRCH, | Son of Richard. Comyns 
Bireh./ and Frances Jane his wife, | Obiet (sfc) 5th March +800, | Etate 
3 Ans2-Mens. 

6. Sacred | to (he memory | of | Brevet Captain BROWN, | H. M. rst 
Foot: / Obit the rath day of July 1846, | Aged 49 years. | This Tomb is 
erected by | his Brother Officers. 

7 ‘Sacred / to the memory / of Margaret Parker, | Daughter of | Rey. 
H. PARKER of Calcutta, | Born Dec. 13th 1846. / Died February sth 1547. 

8. To the memory ‘af Susana Aurusta, | Daughter of Major and 
Mrs. / SQUIRE, Ho M.13 Light Infantry, {| who died August agth 1829. / 
Age 4a months and 20 days. 
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g. To the ! memory, /of /S S. SHERMAN Esq./ Aged 24 years / 
and / 7 months. 

to. To the / memory: of / BG. SHERMAN Esq. } died gth December 
1833 | Aged 21 years 7 moriths | and 9 days. - 

t. in| memory/of EM. SHERMAN Esq. died on the grd 
October 1833 / Aged 28 years and 4 months, 

t2, To/ the memory / of Edward Hardwick, / the beloved son olf | 
Colonel G. D'AGUILAR, | who departed this life July 16th, 1854. / Aged 
2 years and 7 months. 

3. Sacred / to the memory of / Thomas Bowerbank, | the beloved 
child of / Weeden Thomas and | Spphia Olympia DAWES, | died toth 
August, 841. / Aged a1 months and aq days. 

tq. Sacred / to the memory / of | Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
CAMERON, | Major in His Majesty's 3rd Regiment of Foot or Buifs. / 
A brave and distinguished officer: / Died on the 13 May, 1349, / Aged 43° 
years. / This Tablet is erected | by (his Brother Officers | as a mark of 
their esteem. 

15. Sacred | to the memory of / Algernon Lynar, | only son of Major 
Lynar FAWCETT. |; HOM. 55th Regiment, / and Anne Frances, his wife, / 
who died 6th November 1840 / Aged 5 months. 

16. Erected / by | the Officers / of H. M. oth Regiment } in memory / 
ot | Lieut, W. FRENCH / who died | 2oth November 1858 / Aged 30 years. 

7: Sacred | to the memory of / Ensign Watten Feach LITTLE | of H. 
M.g6th Regiment (who died at Chinsurah / on the 20th December 1Bay, | 
Aged 20 years. ' Universally regretted by his / Brother Officers / who have | 
erected this Tablet to his memory. | 

78 Ross JENNINGS | died / on the 28th Aurust 1833 / age:! 86 

9. Sacted | to the memory of / Elizabeth./ The Wife of Revd. Rolit. 
MAY, | who died Sept. 7th, 1813) Aged 2s years / Jesus is precious to 
them / who believe. 

20, In memory'/ of / Lieut. J. SPRING. / Hs, Mu: gth Foot.) Died 
#1 April 1836 Aged 26 years, / this Tomb ix erected | by his Brother Officers. 

21, Sacred | to the memory / of / Lieut, G.G. LONSDALE/ Ha Ms. 
jrd Regiment on the Buffs, ! who died on the 6th June 1835 | oo his passage 
down the River, |and was buried at Chinsurah / on the 8th Jane, r&35, 

22. To the memory of | Lieutenant and Adjutant FAUNCE ! of: ihe 
+tst Royal Scotch Fusiliers, who dled at Chinaurah | on the &th March 1840. 
Aged 32 years, | This Monument is erected | by his Brother Officers jas a 
matk of esteem and respect, . 

23. Sacred to the memory of | Mrs. Elizabeth CONROY, / who 
departed this life the 16th of July, / A. D, 1831 / Aged 27 years. 


THE DUTCH CEMETERY AT CHINSURAH. 197 


24. In memory / of | Giustavas William Robert, / Infant son of / Robert 
and Mary / FS. Thwaytes | who | departed this fife /on the grd of August, 
1850 / Aged 4 years to moths and 7 deyy, ai 

2§- In memory of} Lieut: Alexander COOKE, HM. pth Regiment of 
Foot, | who died at Clinaurah.! oo tle aoth of Murch c858 | Aged 25 years. 

26. Sacred to the memory of | The Revd Andrew BELCHER, A, B. 
al Trinity College, Cambridge, | One of the Chaplains in the Service of / the: 
Honourable East India Company, He ! di¢d at Chinsurah, after a few days 
illness | November aoth 18.29, Aged twenty-five years / at the moment. when 
he was about to enter! on the duties of that Sacred Office in which | his 
character and attainments seemed ta | promise a more than ordinary measure / 
af sucsess'and blessing, | The righteous is taken away from the evil to come. 

a7. Sacred | to the memory of | Revd. A, M. SIMKINS A. M. | 
Company's Chaplain at this Station | who died ard May, 1825, Aged §9 years. 

28. Sacred / to the memory of | Murvin GANTLYE Esqr. | Vety. 
Sargeon / 1tth Lt Das, Died ..........., 6th June, 1809, Aged) .......years. 

2 Sacred / tothe memory /of | Lydia FULTON, | wife of Lieut. 
Col. Fulton, / who departed this life on the 3rd September: 1843 / Aged 63 
years: | She was the Grand-daughter of the late | Charles Weston Esqr, of 
Bicseed Memory /. Thanks be to God which giveth us the vietory through 
our, Lord Jesus Christ. | Asin Adam all dic even so in / Christ shall all be 
made alive 

30, Sacred to the memory | of Lt. Charles JOHNSTONE / of H, M. 
46th Regiment / who died on Sunday / the 7th September, 1826 / Aged 
31; Sacred / tothe memory / of | the late Samuel GROSSE, | an 
Apothecary of the H, C, Service | who departed this life | on the 27th Decem- 
ber, 1831 | Aged 32 years 5 months { and 13 days. | 

2. Sacred [| to the memory | of | Captain Rebert John Andrian 
WALTON / of Hs. Ms. 16th Regiment of Foot | in which Corps he liad served 
ior upwards | of 25 years | and who departed this life on Tuesday | the roth of 
‘December 1831, | deeply and universally lamented | hy his Brother Officers: / 
Aged 41 years: 

44, Sacred | to the memory of f Charlotte Adelatde.' The wile of 
Lieut. J: W. P.ANDAIN | H.M. 16th Infantry / who departed this Ife | at 
Chinsurat. | On the agth day of August, i893.) Aged 17 years and 10 
months /, We mour notaz those withoul hopo, 

34: Sacred tothe memory. of | Renjamin SAUNDERS Esgr./ Obit 
October A.D. 1818.) Aged 55 yrars. 

35. The/ beloved children of / Mr. and Mrs, F. P, BARBER | Richard 
Saunders | Etat. 4 months 14 days: | Obit aand March, v8g2. /-Maria 


50 
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Caroline | Etat > years § months 7 days. | Obit 43 April, 1842, / Julla 
Ottilia Evelina, | tat. § years 7 months 10 days. / Obit. sth September, 
1844 / Of such is the Kingdom of God. 

36. Beneath this tomb is deposited / the mortal remains of | Mrs. Ann 
BOLST. | who.departed | this life / on the 3th April 1829 / Aged 36 years 
3 months and 16 days. _ | 

37- To the memory of / Maria Caroline, the beloved wife of | Lieutenant 
T. W MERCER, | t6th Regiment, B:N. 1./ She was born 7th November, 
i826, | married 7th November, 1844 / died (at Lacknow) 7 November, tBg5, / 
"tor our light affliction, which is / but for a moment, worketh for wea | far 
more exceeding and eternal | weight of glory,’ 

38. Sacred | to the memory of / Sergeant James HIGGINBOTHAM, 
Hs. Ms. yard Regiment. Died 28th Joly, 1858. / Aged 33 years. 

39. In memory / of | Edward Guard the beloved sow of | Richard and 
Rebecca CHAMBERS, | Born 2gth November 1854 / Died 4rd October 1854, 

40. Sacred /to the memory af | Mrs. Charlotte THOMAS | Aged 24. 
years and q months and o days. / She was a faithful and loving wife Janda 
truly kind and sympathising friend. / Alga her sister / Miss Harriett PALL | 
Aged 16: years, t month and 17 days, / They were both cruelly murdered / 
by the Santhales / on the roth July 2855. ! This Tomb has heen erecteil / 
by the afflicted hasband and brother-in-law / a8 a token of his affection and 
esteem | The Lord gave, and the Lord / hath taken away, / Blessed be the 
name of the Lord. 

4t, Sacred} tothe memory of / Maria WYMER, Wife of | Captain 
G. P. Wymer 6ret Regiment | who departed this life at Chinsuraly! on the 
r4th of March, a4. 

[Courtof Arms: Ina quarters the Arms of the order of St John 
of Jerusalem, J | 

42. Sacred / to the memory / of ) Mrs, Catherine PENGELLEY. | The 
wile of W. Pengeliey Pc.) who departed this life on the + ath Aujuat ) 1843) 
Aged 50 years. L lent 

Thee, only Thee, | fain would find, 
And cast the world anid flesh behind, 
An helpless sou! Ll come-to Thee 
With only sin and misery, 

43. Sacred / to the) memory of { Clara Annie, / daughter of | Willaay 
Henry, / Jane RYLAND, | Born / 28th October 1859, ! Died / igth Jane, 
186+, "Of such is / the kingdom | of Heaven." ; 

44: In memory of ) Anne RYLAND. / Relict of } William Ryland. / 
Born 1th December, s8o1- | Died) 5th January, 1869. / “Thou will keep 
him / in perfect prace whose / mind is stayed on thee.” | Isaiah XXVI. 13. 
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45. Erected | to the memory of / Miss EBERT. / Died / roth Septem- 
ber | 1878. 

40. In memory of | Emina DRAPER (who departed this life on the 
22nd of November, 1887, / Aged 68 years. 

47. Clara Francess, daughter of | Wand BRENNAND. / Died May 4th, 
1852. , Aged 47 months, 

48. Sacred | to the memory of | Capt. C, KIERNANDER, / a5th Regi- 
ment N. 1 | Died 3rd July 1844-| Aged 47 years 

4g. Sacred.) to the memory vf Ada Gordon, / the beloved wife of | 
Georye Louis MARTIN / ot the Bengal Civil Service. | who departed this 
lite | at Hoogly, Sept. 24th #851, ) Aged 20 years anid 2 months. / Also | their 
infant | fanet Anne, | Born and died September 16th 1351, | “ Blessed are 
the dead which:/ die in the Lord,” 

50. Sacred / to the memory of | Anne Bridget BUCHANAN | late wile 
of Cr. Sergt Jno: Buchanau, ; Light Company H. M.asth Regiment | who 
departed this life jaw the 27th day of November. | Anno Domino (s:¢.) 
(830. | Aged 27 years and 6 months. | This stone is erected by the Officers, | 
Non-commissioned Officera and Privates | of the Light Company |-as a tribute 
ol respect and esteem for her amiable ! virtues and useful qualifications, 

31. Sacred | to the memory of / Charlotte HOLLAND. / Infant 
daughter of Rd, and Elizabeth Holland | Priv, H. M. 38 Regiment | who 
died 26th June / 1335. / Aged 15 months and two days, 

52. Sacred / to the memory of | Jane ARMSTRONG, who departed 
this life fon the 2gth October; Aged 97 years, "Blessed be the pure in 
heati, | for they shall see God.” [Above—1852.] 

53. Sacred | to the meniory | of | Charlotte DIXON, daughter of Private 
Wa. and Rebeeca Dixon. Hs. Ms, 38th Regiment | who departed this life 
agth June, 1835. / Aged 3 years and 4 months. 

54. Sacred / to the memory. Of ff sesser scenery the wife oF .......0scc00s 
Mr- DIRON )..5-:0::--707-- HM oth Foot. / Who departed this tife-on.........—, 
Ootober, 1845. | Aged 37 years. | This Tamb was erected by her | Husband 
William Dixon: 

ss. Sacred to / the memory of | Constance Ross, daughter of George 
C..c. HILLIER, | who died on the 28th July, #767.! “ Of such-is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” 

“36, In memory of | Mr, John H-ARLE, | Missionary to the Heathen | 
who died August sath 1822. Aged 33: years: | Intrepidity, zeal, and love to 
souls | distinguished his life [and his end was peace- 

37. Sacred | to the memory of ’ Mrs. Jessie DONNITHORPE, | Relict 
of the late Lieut, Henty Donnithorpe. HH. M. 44th Regiment. | Died 23rd 
September, 1857. 
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58, In memory of | Henry DONNITHORPE | Son of the Late Henry 
Donnithorpe / Lieut, H.-M. 4gth Regiinont / and Jessie hie wife, / He died. at 
Chandernagore. | February y1th 1843. Aped 14. years. 

59. In meniory of | Mrs. Margaret DORMOND. } Barn 6th April, 1800 | 
Died 17th Joly, 1831.) "A broken and canirite heart, and God, /‘Phou 
wilt not despise,” 

6o, Sacred / to the memory of | Charlotte Adulaide, } Retict of the late |) 
Robert Thomas William BETTS, | Born cath April, son | Obit, 2gth 
January, 1864. |“ She is not dead but-sleepeth,'* | 

61. At Chanderuagore / of Cholera ! on the tst April 1845, ) past 
A, pom, | Walter Lewis Henry Baillie. | Infant sam of Henry Gerard and 
Caroline BETTS. / Aged 1 year a months, a4 days. / “ The-Lord gave and 
the Lord hath taken / wway, blessed he the Name of the Lord. 


On other side uf the same Monument 


Lewis BETTS, Born 26th October 1786; Died-aorh August, 1835 and 
‘Charles (alias Lucky) BETTS, Barn 13th December +800: Died 
10th September 7838, 

62. Sacred / to the memory of / Lionel Vivian | the beloved son of / 
H. Arthur THOMPSON. / Born. ) 5th July, 1868. / Died and December 
(869. / "Of such is the kingdom of Heaven: 

63: In / memory of | Mr. Jolin Richard ROSS Jr.) Post-master at 
Patna. / Born 6th Octoher 1813. / Died 27th July 1847.) \" Blessed aire 
the dead who wie in the Lord," | 

64. Sacred / to tlie memory af) Mr. John Richard ROSS | of Hoogly, / 
who departed this life on the | 3rd June 1831, / Aged 45 years./ They who 
sleep in Jesus will) God bring with Him." . 

6s. Sacred / tothe memory of | Mr. George JOHNSTONE / late of 
Calcutta / who departed this fife / in the 45th years af-his Age | Objet (rir) 
gth October 1819. 

66, Sacred | to the memory of / May, the affectionate wile of Cot, 
Sergt. WENN, H. M. sth Fusiliers. wha departed this life on the 16th July, 
1857, / Aged 26 years. / "In this would ye ehall have tribulation -} Be of 
good cheer | hawe evercome the world." 

G7. Sacred / to the memory of f John REEVES. / wlio Joparted this 
ie (Gh Spal AD) x8ia/ Aged 9 years 5 mantle} 18 days. |. Also ot j 
Francis REEVES, whic departed this life ¢ oth May, A. Bi. 1B ga, Aged-4 years 
and 2 monthe and / 3 days./ Also of Setila REEVES who departed this 
life Bth April, A.D. 4y—. Aged « year aod y menths-and 7 days Whose 
Remains are deposited near this Place. / The beloved ‘and only children af 
Jon. ny eee, Ay Mice own a oe 
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68. Sacted / to the mietnory of } Mrs, Louisa DEFEGRADY, } wife of 
Mr. Defegrady, / Assistant Apothecary / ist Ba. Arty. Dum Dum, / who 
departed this life at Chinsurah/on the tith of September, 1835,/ Aged 
29 years | This monument is erected by her / disconsolate Husband 

6g. Sacred / to the memory of | Mrs Margaret MORRELL / who 
departed this life / August, r4th 839! Aged $3 years and 4 months. [| 
Widow of the Lite L Hi Morrell Esq. Indigo Planter. / Affection weeps, / 
Heaven rejoices. 

qo. To the memory | of | Adelaid VERNIEUX. | Died 16th November, 
s644./ Aged 4 years and4 months 

qi: Tu the memory of / Mr. H. A. Borwater. / Relict of / the / 
Hun'ble Georg Lovis VERNED/ Cilevant Director of / tlie Duteb EF. I, 
Company in Bengal, Obit tatth July, 27oq 

sa. Here lyeth the | Body of Christinn WELLY AR, / wife of Charles 
Hellyar, | Merchant in Calentta / who departeil this life on the 13th day of 
October, 17% / in the goth year of her age / An honest and endearing wile 
and / & most tender mothér |" My diys are gone like a shadew, / and / are 
withered like grass.” 

73. Sacred to the memory ol | Mra. Mary DIEMER, | second dauphter 
of } Charles Weston, Eaq, of Calciitta, / whoin the bloom of her life / was 
broken of by a lingering disorder | at Bandell the grdiof June 1742:/ in the 
ayrd year of her age. / She was in her life plain and open, / Humble in her 
mind | Grave-and modest in her conversation, / Constant in hee friendship; / 
Unlainted by the fluctuating fashion of the age;/ Sincere in her piety to 
God; / Sympathizing with her fellow creatures; }' Patient und resigned under 
all her sufferings: / An obedient’ Daughter, | a Iaithful Wife:a tender 
Mother; Beloved and esteemed in her life; / Lamented aud regretted to her 
death, | especially by her affectionate Husband, J. C. Diemer, V. D. M, 

[Texts on the other site of ie mooument | 

fa. To / the memory | of | Lieut. DENT, | who died al Bandal, / in 
June, £782. 

75. Here lyeth your body / of Elizabeth Johnson, / daughter of / Churles 
WESTON, Merch. | who departed this life / the / twenty-fifth day of March, 
1783. / Aged 22 years. 

76: Sacred / to the memory / of / Matildy PAGE, / daughter af Sergt. 
Major / David Page, / i M. 16th Rewiment of Foot, / who died on the / aoth 

June,1823./ Aged 4 year § months / and 8 days. 

97- Sacred / to the memory | of Mrs. Catherme LENNON, / who 
departed this life / the Gth day of September, / A.D. 1824,/ Aged 55 years, 

78. $n memory / of / Mr. / Wm: ROWEN, } 6th Foot, | who died 7th 
Octaber, 1852. / Aged 49. / Leaving a discoosolate wife and nine children | 
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to deplore his irreparable loss. / He was an affectionate Husband, / and an 
indulgent Father, | 9 sincere Friend, | he died deeply respected / by all why 
knew him. 

79 Erected to the memory / of | N W_GIFFENARY, / Assistant 
Surgeon H. M. «6th Regiment, / by ‘his sincere friends, / Capts. Dalzell and 
Mylins. | Died at Chinsurah, rath November, 1832. / Aged 27. 

$o Sacred / to the memory of the Revd CD. KRAUSS / of the 
CM. 5. / Kapasdanga, / died on the rath October. 1849. f Aged 35. years 
and 3 months. / “Fear sot lor I have redeemed thee / Isaiah, XLU / 

81. To the mémory of Eliza Mr, ) HERROLD, wile of J.:C. Herrold, | 
Pensioner Sergt. H. C.S., / who departed this life the 7ile/ December, 1835. 
Aged 30 years / Leaving a Husband and 5 / childros to lament their lose. 

$2. Sacred | to the memory of / Mary, / Wife of T. RICHARDSON 
Esq. / Civil Service, / who departed this life, / sith September, 1830, / at the 
early age of tg years, / “God's will be done.” 

83. In memory of / Alexander BLUNTISH, / who died goth May 1841. / 
Aged 20 vears. 

84. Sacred / to the memory of | Ellen, daughter of / P, andl M, 
COCKER, / died 27th July, ¢845./ Aged + year and so months, [Text] 

85. Sacred / to the memory of | Joseph Henry, ) who died aoth July, 
1833, | Aged 17 years | ulso of Margaret | who died 6th of January 1846 | 
Aged 6 years © Beloved Children. of William and Henrietta. M. FULLER. 
[Verses] 

86. Sacred to the memory of Mary, | who departed this life / on the 
28th August 1836, | Aged 34 years: | and of | Mr. John SANKEY, / her beloved 
Hushand, | died on the zoth November, 1864./ Aged 72 years, 6 months and 
8 days,/ “Blessed are the pure in heart, (for they shall see God") This 
Tomb: is erected as / 9 tribute of fond affection by his Joving / and dutiful 
childrens. 

$7. Sacred / to the memory of | Elizabeth Mary /the beloved child ot | 
Samuel ani Catherine WAUCHOPE, | died on the tath December, 1840 / 
Aged 4 years, 7 months, and 13 days. / Suffer little children te come unto 
me, and | forbid theny not for such is the kingdom of God.” 

88. Sacred / to the memory! of Wo H. VERBOON Exq,, | who 
departed this life | on the 26th November, 1830, / Aged 83 years and 
5 months. | 

%, Aula Lacis./ Johann Fredrich GEISSLER, / Surgeon. Died 27th 
May, 1828, | Aged 76 years. 

go, Johann Fredrich GEISSLER, | Junior, | died 6th April, 1801, / Aged 
9 years. 

91, Beneath this stone lie | the mortal remaina of | Gregotius 
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HERKLOTS, Esq, / Fiscal of Chinuursh (he was born at Breujen, January 
oth, 1768: | Arrived at Chinsurah in ry$a; / Resided there for a period ot 
Sixtythires years, | sad died May doe, 185a: ! Aved 8y years | Employed 
in tesponsible offices by both the Dutch anid English Gavertments, / he 
dis¢harged the duti¢sof public life | with unblemished integrity, fidelity and 
zeal. { He vested! with the ansst childlike faith unpan thy praniss4 of the 
Redeemer, aid trade / submission to hia Masters will the law of his life. / 
His religious principle was especially exhibived | in Christian hospitality; in 
liberality to the Mussionnry | Cause, and im kinilness to the poot,/ His 
Chisilun duties ae o bitshand oa fatltr, | anda vitisen, he sought bo fuifil 
amording to; the law of Christ, anit thrauy! His Spirit's aid, ! Those 
amiring wham he lived will | long remember | him owith warmést esteaa. / 
This memorial of his excellence d= raise! | by the gratetul affection of ins 
carviving children. 

gz. In memory of Mrs C. Co HERKLOTS, / Born cath March 1774, | 
‘Oniit oth Jane, 1846.) Aged 72 yvars, 3 months. | Previvasly buried in the 
sami pluce / het children and prand-chiidren 

Margaret Adetheid, died In 1795, aged.5 days. 
Gregori Peter, died m 1800, aged 4 years 9 months and 29 days, 
Catherine, died in 1806, aged 2 years-and 2 months. 
Carel, died in 1813, aged 6 days. 
Henry Robert, died 98/5, aged t year 8 months. 
Grand-childrem, 

2 Henry William BETTS, iited in 1817. Aged ro months. 
Loniss Helen BETTS, dicd in 1fazy aged a month, 1 days. 
Alohonse Herklots LACROIX, died in 1839, aged 6 months, 22 days) 
Henry Allen HERKLOTS, died in 1830, aged 5 dave: 

ga JH. FP. BLUME (fs overlieden 16th Oetober, Ao, Bag, | Out 
22 Jaaren. 

a4. 1 CL BLUME fe averimedend | erih July, Ae, nzo7, ! Oud 70, 

9. Hier Rust! Cornelis Jahayace | VAN NIEROP, Ao, 1793. 

96 Hier Rust) Johan Willem, § Salomon | VAN HAUGWITZ Geb. 
len 2oth September, rz4g> | et javerin. dew tath November 17y6. 

97, Hier Iegd | De Brave en Deuter: n= | Cornelis CUYPER | in 
lever equipagie opzigter deezor Colonie: | Overlenden den g May Ao, 
1814, 19 det onderdom | van 66 janee i § maanien ent dagen waarvan hy 
50 acter renvolgende jaaren de Nedeilandisthe O.ost-Indische Compagaie. 
hier in Bengale, met de Meeste triuw on yven, gechernd) heest, | Zyne 
assde inVreede, 
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98. Hier legd begraven / Touchin SPIEGEL, Die wa dyn tees tyd in} 
cerlyjkevly te thesteed te hebben. / 5 overieeden / op den-ge Feliruary, 
1794 | to het 45e jaar Zynes onderdoms: ( Zeer betrewd by Zine Wedueve 
Magareta Aon Spirgel, / Die (‘Ter Zynor welvercheinde gedagienis Deezer 
graf Zuil heest op gerecht, 

Here are deposited / the bodily remains / of / Souchim SPIEGEL / who / 
aftera well spent life here / in honest industry / departed hence / the 4th day 
vl February / 704. / In the 45th yeur of his age. | Much regretted by 
his Relict { Mrs Margareta Ann Spiegs! / who. / to his well deserved 
memory / erected this monument. 

99- A Hushand’s tribute / tothe memory of | Helen Withelmina 
OVERBEEK, | the hest of wives, | who stept in Jesus, / 18th Junuary 1825, / 
Aged 18 years. | Weep not, che is not dead but sIeepeth. { As Jesus died and 
rose again,even so. / Them also which sleep in Jesus; will / God Lrinig 
with Him, 

100. Sacred to the memory of / Daniel Anthony OVERBEEK, / last 
Dutch Governor of Chinsura. | Obiit 2sth September, 1840. | Aged 76 years, | 
“ The memory of the just is blessed) and he shall be-as the light of the 
morsing / when the sun riseth," 

tot. A Pather’s tribute | to the memory / of his beloved son, / Peter 
Theodore Gerard OVERBEEK- / Obit sath September 1831, | Aged 35 
years. | He died as Christians dic,-and | his father envies him his grave 

1o2. Hier Rust | Cornelis RIETVELD. 

io3. Hier Rust / Antoine de MAFFE. Ao. 173 

to4, Hier Rust / Pieter BRUEYS | In Leven Opperkoopmanen Hoosd, 
Adiministrateur | te Chinsurah. | Overleeden den XXHI Augustus MDCCLX. 
XXII, | Oud xynde | Lt Joaren, 1X Maanden en XVII Dagens. 

tos. [ier Legt De Zoon Van Johannes ‘Baacherach / Adriana 
WYBORCH Geborenen | Gestorveden. December Ao. 1760. 

106 Tergedagicnisse Van Wylen / den Heere Lucas furrinne 
ZUYDLAND } in Jeeven Capitan ter see Equipage en Baanmr, gebooren te 
Nien wolda 21 Maart Ao, 1698. / Ohit dew 25 October Ao, 1766. 

to7. Hier Rost | Elisath Petronnella | VAN ZANDYK, Detireve / 
Brand / Obit Dn. atest October 817. | Over 40 Juagn. ton. 21 da, 

108. Hier | Rust) Mevrouw C G. KLOPPENBURG | Weduwe Van 
Wylen den Heere | Gregoriue HERKLOTS | in Jecverr Opperhoosd te 
Kassimbazar. | Obit. oth Octuber (820, ond 73 Jaaren, 

Ter memori / Van / Carolina VAN'T HART. Obit dea 16 Mais in 1803, 
Oud 18 yr, to Mn. 20 Dn, | Des Zelfa dochterje Carolina Forsyth Van't Hart, 
Overin. 28th September, 1803, and 4mn. 17 dn. | De Heere heest g¢ geten: 
Die Heere heest genomen, de Naem des Heete. aij geloost. Job 1. 24 
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Odat sij wijs. waren; Sij Souden dit vernemen. Sij Souden op, haer 
eijnde merken, Dest. 32. 29. “Jehovah gives in wisdom, takes again, / 
but bless His Name, His Son, and Jove remain,” Job, 1, 21. / ' These things, 
O | God ; teach all to knew and learn, grace to repent, believe, be saved, 
bestow,” Devt. 32.29. Opgerecht by Wm. Von Hart Mamen Van / der 
Van den Overleedens. 

109. Here repose the remains of / William VAN'T HART. Esq. Sr., ! 
who departed this life on September 7th, 1837, / Aged 67 years, 5 months and 
4 days.! Here also rest the ashes of his children Elizabeth and Henry,/ who 
died respectively on May 28th, 1316, | and on September 3rd 282. 

Not fost but gone before. 


When....., Sabbath in the tomb at last. 
We all shall meet in Christ. 
This tablet is erected by | Mary Van't Hart, the bereathe Widow, / asa 
tribute of her affection and esteem | for departed excellence: _ 
tio. Christofiil! Maurits | DOEVE ~ in Leeven / ti te, Koopnan Eer / 
Ste Pakkuys Mees / teren Negotie  Boekoyder, Obit den 4 Febraary, / 
Anno, 1766. 

ttt. To the memory / of | the Rev. Nathaniel FORSYTH | of 
Smaltholm Bank, Lockmaben in Scotland, | Missionary, | who arrived at 
Calcutta, | December 1798; / and after a laborious, holy / and exemplary life, / 
died at Chandernagore {in February 1816, | Aged 47 years./ This stone is 
erected | by Captain Hugh Reid of Landon. | 

On Separate Tablet. 

The deceased is affectionately remembered / by his Friends, / as the 

first faithful and realous / Protestant Minister / in Chinsurah 

tr2. Here / lies the Body / of Mrs, Frances NICKERS, / who departed 
this life / August r1th 1789, Aged 39 years. 

113. Hier Rust / Fredrik WIEMAN. / Ao. 1791 

rt4. Sacred | to the memory of / the beloved wife | of T, A. WISE, 
M. D. / and of their son / Emilins Somerset. | The mother died at Calcutta / 
on the tath May 1839, Aged 27 years. / And the Son at Hooghly / on the 
6th October 1835. / Aged 2 years and 6 months. 

815. Sacred) to the memory of | Mrs. Alice Mary SOUTHERLAND / 
wile of Major Sutherland, | H. M. roth Regiment. | Died 28th August, 1816, 
Aged 26 years, 

rx6.. Sacred / to the memory / of Mary, the wife of | Sergent Major 
Mc, CARTHY, / who died 27th July, 1846 / Aged 23 years. 

tt7- Martha / wife ofthe Rev. G. MUNDY. ! Died July goth 1824. 
Aged 23 years. | Her Christian Friends © By whom she was much and 
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deserved beloved, | Sympathising with her afflicted Husband / have as an 
expression of their sorrow / and testimony of her work / united in erecting / 
this Tablet / to perpetuate her memory. | ' Be ye also ready.” 

118, Louisa, the beloved wife of / Rev. G. MUNDY. | Died July pth 
1842, / Aged 57 years. / Her life was devoted to the service | of Christ, and 
Him alone in death, / she rested her hopes, / She was the friend of the poor | 
and the instructor of the young,’ and largely secured their esteem / and 
affection. | The blessing of them that were / ready to perish came upon 
her, / and she caused the widow’s heart | to sing for joy" 

t19. In memory of | J. W. Ultimus / Son of the Rev. W. MORTON, | 
Who too early lost / or changed earth for heaven. | Nov. 25th 1834. / Bt. 3 ys. 

To join him there here with his dust repose, 
Is all the hope his sorrowing father knows. 

t20. The Remains / of ; Maria Beatrice / and of still-born male twins, / 
the children of W. and C. MORTON, 

121, Hete repose / the mortal Remains | of / Caroline and / Isabella / 
the wife and daughter / of / the Rev. W. MORTON | minister of Chinsu- 
rah / 1826/ | verses}. | 

122, To the memory of /R. W, HESSING,* the son of Col. G. W. 
Hessing / late in the Service of D. R. Sindiah / who died the a7th Jaly 1806 / 
Aged / 3 years, 8 months and 21 days. . 


© In January last I visited thy old Cemetary at Agra, {which after St. John's, Calcutta, ib the 
most hesulifufly maintained ‘cemetery | have ewer visited in India Thad not time to copy 
inscriptions, and TI take the following Inieription oo Colanel John Hessing’s tomb from Avere's 
Handbook for Visitors te Agra. This huge tamb is obviously intended te ceproduce the idea of 
the Emperor Akbar's tomb, ¢= femedris im Jucoren 

“Sacred to the memory of John William Heating, jute « Colonel in Service of Maharajah 
Doulat Row Sindiah, who after Sustaining 4 lingering and very painfijt illness for many years with » 
troe Christian fortitude and resignation, departed this lifn, 2tat July 1803, aged 65 years, +1 monthe 
and 9 days, As tribute of their sffection and regard, this is erected to bis betoved memory by 
his discommnlate witlow, Ann Hessing and sfflicted sone and daughter, George William Heming, 
Thomas Wiliam Hessing and Magdalen Sutheriand, He was native of Utrecht in Halland, amd 
tame out to Ceylon in the military Service of the Dutch E. 1. Company ip the year 1752, and aes 
present at the taking cf Candia by their troops. Five years afterwards he returned to Holland, 
and came qut to Indie in the year 176g, and served under the Nizam of Deccan. Ie the year 1784 
he extered into the service of Madarow Sindiah, and was engaged in the several battles that led 
to the aggrandisement of that chit, acd wherein he signalised himself so by his bravery a to gain 
the esteem and approbation ot his employers Moro particularly in the battle of Bhonds Guwm, 
omar Agra, in 1787, which took place between the Chief and Nowaub Eshmar! Beg, when he, then * 
Captain, was severely wounded On the death of Madarow Sindiah in 1793, be continued with his 
successor Dowlat Row Sindish, and in 1798 he attained to tha rank of Colonel, and 
alter to the command of the Fort and City of Agra, and which he heid to his death.’ 





in the command at Agra, Even jn the werenth dition of Keene's Handbook no attempt is made to 
reconcile the statemant on p. 53 that Juhn Messing died in 1802 with the inscription giver oa P toh, 
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1a3. To/ the memory ; of / John SHERLOCH, son of Sergeant 

eal ...and Catharine Sherloch, | of the Pension Establishment, | Died 

on rn the oth November, 1852 / Aged 14 years, g months and 18 days / 
Beloved by all who knew him. 

124. To! the memory of / Sarah, / wife of Thomas BETTS / who 
alter undergoing | a dangeraus operation | and for apwards_of fifteen manths | 
enduring severe bodily pain | with — patience and fortitude / in the 
firm belief of a joyful resurrection | Departed this life / on the 16th of 
September #821 / Inher 36th year |" O Death | where is thy sting ¢/ O Grave ! 
where is thy victory 7” 

125. John / Son of / W. H..B. ROSS, ; Died 1856. 

(26, Sacred / to the memory / of Hugh WATSON Pensioner 
H.C. S. | who died 24th October, +830. A. D. | Aged 44 years 7 months | 
This was erected by his affectionate widow. 

127, Sacred | to the memory of | Mrs, Bennet ALDER, / wife of Major 
1.C. Alder | H.C. S./ Aged 29 years / Obit. zoth March, 1826. 

128, Sacred | to the memory of | Mr. L. C Me CALLY,/ who departed 
this life on the 7th April, #838 / Aged 29 years. | The Monument is erected 
by | his kind friends of Assam. 


The Neshitt-Chompson Mapers—iy. 





No. 2. 
BATH, 
The totk December, 1785, 
My Dear THOMPSON, 

I write at a distance from your letters, and can neither reply to them, 
not inform you which of them | have received. [n all | miss what has been 
uppermost in my mind whenever | have received them, the news of my old 
bureau and its contents, These, as | have already mentioned, consisted of 
secret letters and other papers which [ have ever kept concealed from all 
eves hut my own, and some valuable portraits, valaable both for their exe- 
cation and the representation of old and dear friends. It used to stand in 
my own apartment, and was the first package that | thonght of; bat by 
Franciss admirable care sent to the old house, and so either escaped my 
recollection alterwards, of recurred to it (if af all) os being dismissed to the 
ship, {t is not possitle after so long a lapse of time to recover either the 
bureau or the things that it contained, if you’ have not already, and long 
ago, secured them) yet | must continue to write my feelings about them 
till you tell me that: they are ssfe, or that they-are lost for ever. 

[ cannot write many, nor long letters, This must serve both for you 
and Larkins, for in three hours it must goto the post, or miss the packet, 
and in the three hours I have 300 things more to do, things which stand in 
the place of obligations, but belong to no class of duties which morality 
enjoins, prudente prescribes or pleasure recommends. Yet such as they are 
they are indispensable, and haye filled up the great void ol my life during 
the last six months of it, and vanishing like a mist from ory remembrance 
have left the void of greater apparent extent than if they had never occupied 
it. 

You and Turner stand where you originally did in my recommendations, 
but precluded, firet by the spite of my enemies, and the indolence or pigue 
of my own friends concurring. and lastly. by an Act of Parliament, which 
prohibits all appomtments to the service, till lists of the necessary sorvants 
are received from [ndia, and fixed establishments formed upon them, Yer 
it is a point which I will never lose sight of, and am determined to accom- 
plish it. 

[have described my life as unprofitatile But ii has not been absolutely, 
misspent. J had an early pceasion given me to enforce the design of open. 
ing the British Treasury for bills to an indefinite amount ; and te fecommenil 
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with success some useful principles in opposition to others whieh would have 
Hone mischief, I drew up a recital of the s last months of my Government 
with @ review of the whole period of itinterwoven with the evens of that 
short interval; and it his been read and atuilind asa tule of condutt by those 
whotn T wish to think as Ido. Whave drawn up a series pf arguments in 
examination of Mr. Pitt's Act, and heads for a new one; These I have 
presented to the Chancellor, ‘the only man who can make any useful appli. 
cation of them; and he was, | know not if he ts, disposed to it. These 
papers are yolgmidous, and | have no body to copy them: but if f can, { 
will send copies of them to you, for you and my friends to read and see that 
I have not grown torpid to tlie interest of the Company or the rights of its 
servants. Another deed | have. doe very lately, which has dono no good, 
and | wish it may not have done myself harm; [| mean, an attempt to 
prevent the conelusion of = weak, or wicked, agreement with the pow French 
India Company, The effect has served only to open my eyes on some dis- 
coveries which J do not venture to commit to writing. Two conclusions only 
I may write, oie. that the Directors have totally lost their Agency, and that 
the property. of the Company is to be cut into elices, and dealt out for the 
purchase of advantages of the general State, and those perhaps itteal, 
My health is but feeble. My reputation stanils as bigh as I can wish it, 
And | aée, or think I soe the beloved Partner of my life stand as high in the 
public estimation; which | prize far beyond my own credit. She is also 
improved in health beyond what | had dared to hope, and | trust will be 
restored in fine to s confirmed Wirength of constitution, As to rewards and 
honors | have-almost given up the expectation of either, though the wishes 
of ineny, andof many to whom | am personally unknown, are sanguine yet 
in the belief that they are yet in store and ready for me. With respect to 
the former [ have been informed that they were withheld’ by Mr ‘P. when 
proposed a little befare my arrival; ot the plea that, Mr. Burke having 
threatened to bring some criminal charges against me in the approaching 
nesting of Parliament, it woulil have heen. indecent to forestall then. 
Whether this man really means what ho fus-threatened | know not, having 
heard pothing shout him for mady moths, nor have J ever made him the 
subject of my enquiries. 
We have heard of Lord Macartney's fight to Bengal; but | do not 
icarn what impression-it has:made-on those whom ft first concerns. 
Tell Larkins, | Nave received his letters in (I think) quintriplicate | and 
the next that] receive are inthe same tenor, | am. afraid | must offer. my 
service to those who will accept il, and begin the world again. Give my 
love to him, and other friends to whom it is die { must make an end to 
this: Mr. Anstey and [ are as much friends‘as if we lad rode round the 
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Calcutta course together every day forjthe last fifteen years. Are you hot 
glad of this! Mrs. Hastings desires me to assure-you that you have a place 
in her kindest remembrance, and that she reproaches hersell eves for her 
inability to answer your letters, which however she will do in time for the 
next dispatches. 1 cannot omit to mention that | bad a very pleasing. 
testimony shewn me by Colonel Gordon and the other officers of the King’s 
Army returned from India, of their esteem, in an elegant entertainment 
provided for me; many of them remaining in Town, though eager to revisit 
their families and friends, for that express purpose. 
Adieu, Iam ever, my dear Thompson, your most affectionate friend. 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


f Note—At the head of this letter the Lollowing note has been added, 
“ The following, written about the same time with the preceding gives a 
Aeorrett view of the writer's position at the moment especially 23 regarded 
“his hopes of rest if not of honors, How misplaced there expectations were, 
‘the lapse of a few weeks sufficed to show.” Itis impossible to say what 
“the preceding" refers to.] 





No. 43. 
10 O'CLOCK TUESDAY NIGHT, 
The roth Fanuary, 1786. 
DEAR SIR, 

I am just now ceturned from the Court House where | have been 
employed all day—but as to-morrow will not be more a day of letsure; and 
as the packet [ie] now under dispatch, | will not longer delay to write to 
you. 

In my list letters I told you that the Commissioners at Chitpoor had 
detected a wicked conspiracy against the Dewan and his son—and that they 
reported their discovery together with the full acquittal of the Dewan and 
his son of all the charges which had been alleged against then, ‘The 
Sessions was sitting about that time = two of the false witnesses who actually 

at Chitpoor were by the orders of the Board indicted, and ont 
found guilty. Praun Kishun chose to trace the conspiracy a fittle nearer 
its source; we could get no higher than to Ramchunder Sein and Gopee 
Nazir ~ from them to the first movers of it | the way, though clearly visible to 
us, was not such as we could mark with unerring certainty to the eye of a 
Jury who had aot been before employed in the contemplation of it: Against 
Ram Chaunder Sein, Gopes Nazir, Ghowlam Ashruff, and Odeit the Grand 
Jury found am indictment for a conspiracy, This and the report of the 
Commissioners at Chitpoor were surely grounds sufficient to have authorized 
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a man even of Mr, Maecpherson’s caution, to have pronounced on the 
inodeence af the Dewan and his son. In truth he neither wished to find or 
represent them. so. J wrote for him the minute of which [ have before 
enclosed, and of which I again enclose, youacopy. The General would 
heartily have adopted the language of it—till this moment Macpherson has 
made-no use of it} Ganga Govind Sing and his son must therefore work out 
their awn salvation through the hazardous, expensive, tedious and discredi- 
table ordeal of a prosecution for a conspitacy—hazanlous, as it depends 
upon the able investigation of truth by those not used to its: investigation, 
and whom the miost wicked arts will be-ased to blind —discreditable, as it 
compella the prosecutors to enter into a cantest with the vilest of men, and 
in a field where the vilest will be the most expert. I have secured the best 
abilities infinitely in the Court engaging Davies, who has exerted himself 
with more than his asual energy wpon this occasion. Much I know of his 
exertions which are excited by the unfeigned attachment which be fecls to 
every thing that regards your interest or your honor, It was not till after your 
absence that | knew his veneration for you. The labor of preparing for the 
cause, the finting evidence and an anxiety which 1 cannot describe have 
been principally mins. The cause has now been above a fortnight before 
the Court. Hitherto T have seen nothing that ought to aake me doubt of 
‘snceess; and yet I-am far from feeling confident. 1 will not venture to foretell 
the decision. 

It has been. much the fashion with Europeans to accuse the natives of 
insincerity. | liave seex unanswerable proofs to the contrary tn the conduct 
of many of your native friends, wha to their honor continue their usual visits 
and respect to me merely from their remembrance of you. | have a lange 
levy every Sunday morning at Alipoor in which you are the constant subject 
of conversation. They all beg me to assure them that you will come back 
again, and though I tell them I cannot give such hopes on any valid grounds 
they still conjare me to tell them 40; for they say it would be impious, 
ominous and horrid to:say otherwise. We say talk of the devil and his horns 
will appear, but they really think that to mention evil will conduce to the 
production of it. 

The lute regulations for the paymént of paper say that the salaries and 
stipends payable to the matires viall be paid by drafts on the Treasury, 
This is surely impolltic. The discount on thety drafts will be immense— 
not only hecause they will all be of a late date, but because they will seldom 
ie regularly fidorsed and negotiate!, snd Europeans will not like to purchase 
them. ‘The Directors will pat It inte the power of the vakerls to cheat their 
ptincipals by new modes. ‘The Begum is much alarmed at it, and knows 
not’ how to act. She does not like to oppose an act of Government, and, if 
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it concerned herself alone, she ways she would quietly submit to ip; but all 
her dependants and inferiors look up to her for the security of their rights, and 
milence will disgrace her. 1 have told her vakeel that you may perhaps be 
able to get the resolution rescinded as far as it affects the house of Jaffier 
Ally Khan. [ understand that the last General Letter contained an order 
that her stipend should not he reduced, “This resolution for paying it in paper 
aid one lately passed charging it with 5 per cent. to the tesident are surely 
essential violations of that order-— 


WEDNESDAY Nicitt, 
Fhe with Fannary 1786, 
1am just returned fronCourt. Our cause: wears yet a very good aspect, 
though Mt. Graham who came as a witness for Ramchunder Sein did his 
worst to blacken it. Upon his cross examination | wrung from him several 
reluctant truths, bet his obstinate retention of others astohished ine and al} 
who knew him. Upon coming out of Court several of the natives who attended 
on the part of Gunga Govind Sing, observed to me with a mixture of surprize® 
as ata new and strange discovery that they never thought 
an English gentleman could so perjure himself. The crime is too heayy 
one ta impute to him, and yet upon my honor | canguf believe what he has 
told me upon his oath, yiz,: That neither Ramchunder Sein nor Suiddur-ti. 
“Dein directly or indirectly by themselves or their agents ever requested 
“or sought his assistance to effect the removal of Gunga Govind Sing and. 
“Praun Kishun or either of them’'—and that they never directly oy 
indirectly, etc., sougat his assistance to place Ramchunder Sein in the 
office either of the Dewan or his son; (and that he never knew that either 
" Ramehnnder Sein, or Sudder-U-Dein had set on [vot, were consulted on, 
‘ar privy to any of the complaints which had lately been made against the 
| Dewan and his son,” 1 am thaokful, however. that Oar case rests not upon 
the evidence of Mr. Graham, and that: nothing he bas said can materially 
weaken it. | 
The Surprise whose packet was opened on the t af December 
made us very happy in the accounts which che brought us of your safe arrivul, 
Though all your friends confident! y anticipated the honorable reception 
which awaited you, the intelligence of that event Was received with ax much 
joy and exultation aa iit had been totally unexpected—to my mind indeed 
the confirmation of rational well gtounded hope conyers @ more pleasing 
triumph than the most unlookei for instances of good fortune How f 
shudder when | reflect oa what ! should have suffered, ifmisled by that bad 
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advice which f concurred with others in forcing on you, you had delayed 
your resignition, How many indignities Imve you escaped? How many 
* honors to yourself, how many ailvantages ta your country have you secured 
by your decisive adherence to that purpose of which | an convinced not one 
manin Calcutta hesides yourself could see the wisdom, and from which all 
your sincerest friends concurred in: labouring to divert you. | am not 
athained to number myself with Kydd, Hallied, Croftes, Larking: and little 
Jonathan who were averse to your departure in opposition to any men, whoever 
they were, who advised it. The events which have taken place prove pot the 
wisdats of fAeir advice because they certainly did not foresee them. ff will 
from ty soul! adinit that these events prove the wisdom of your determination, 
becuse | know that when you forme! it you attually did foresee and foretell 
many of them. Pray fet Major Scott know that | am very thankful for the 
letter with which he favored me by the Seorgrise, | hope tie will receive this 
sean answer to it, J amaure indeed that he will not be offended with any 
act which necessarily considers hitn, and you as one. His letter enclosed 
Persian letters from you asf ty the Visitr and the principal people at his 
Court, ana to the Nabob Mobaurick-U-Dowla, 3 to Munny Beegum, 4 Ally 
Ibrahim Kia, and 5 Beneram Pundit. The first | delivered ¢o the care 
of Palmer wie was then in Caleatta—the and} sent to Pott, for { considered 
him as a man of your own nomination, and the Nabob liniself besides had 
no vaked! whom | knew—the gra | delivered to Nazir Mohamad Khawn 
the Begum’'s vakeel who has alway: attended me, the gff to the vakeel, and 
the 5f4 lo Bissumber, J! have since heard nothing of any of the letters except 
that sent to the Nabob Mobaurick-U-Dowls through Pott: of this | hear 
Mr. Micpherson has got 2 copy and ig inucl displeased that you should have 
presumed to write it. This Fhave only heard from-olhers and hardly know 
how to'believe. But jealously is the peculiar vice and the punishment tao of 
weak and treacherous minda; so it js very possible. 
Palmer 1 know has written fully to you. He seems bent upon the removal 
ol Harpur, I have advised him not to push it too strenuously till he ‘is sure 
a worse man will not sueceed him. He hopes for Johnson, but even Johnson 
is too wise, too direct, too virtuows;too much your friend to-serve Mr. M's 
purposes. He would) | am convinced much) father confile in Petrie, and 
perhaps even. in Murray. Palmer, { think, if he cannot with certainty effect the 
nomination of Johnson, should eudeavour to keep Harpur in till he has seen 
whether you can effect the nomination either of himsell or Halhed to that 
offices, or wholly liberate the Nabob from any resident, The packet-certainly 
tloses to night, and | must therefare discontinwe for the present the mopt 
agreeable of all the occupations which your absence has left me. 
| send you many letters from yaur native correspondents To 
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Mrs. Hastings, | shall write = few words, and if there is any thing in thie 
which may be worthy of her perusal, | doubt not-you will let her see it. 
Believe me, Dear Sir, for such I am 
Your grateful and faithful servant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON. 

Mrs. Hyde in whose house J am writing desires her compliments to you 
and Mrs. Hastings. 

Davies upon the resignation of Sir John Day is to become Advocate- 
General. Be assured it is adebt you owe him to confirm his appointment 
and guard him against supersession. His integrity, courage and abilities 
will do honor to his Patron. 

The i2th Fanuary. 

I was not able to close last night, and have therefore an opportunity of 
sending you to-day’s paper. 

The Persian letters, | haye sent under another cover—and in that cover 
is a short letter for Mrs. Hastings: 





No. 14. 
Calcutta, 
The 28th Fannary 1736. 
My Dear & Hond. Sir, 

My last letter was sent by the Aodney, but as she will not probably 
arrive in England so soon as the King George on which | purpose sending 
this 1 must here repeat, though it pains me to repeat, the sickening subject of 
that letter. 

For this whole year past have |, weak and anarmed as your absence 
has left me, been fighting the battles of Gunga Govind Sing—allied with 
false or lukewarm friends, and opposed to enemies as headstrong as ignorance 
and prejudice can make them. Of all the mortifications which I have suffered 
in the contest not ove has been'so painful, aa that he who pretended to be 
the leader and the strength of the battle should have had twenty opportunities 
of terminating it ina decisive victory, but neither spirit or integrity enough 
to avail himself of one of them. When the inquisition which sat at Chitpoor 
for the space of five months for the parpose merely of detecting the suppoxed 
delinquency of the Dewan, and his son, was at length compelled by irresistable 
conviction to declare that the charges against them were without foundation 
and that the grossest perjury had been employed by their enemies; when 
the truth of this report was confirmed by the verdict of a grand-jury; ‘surely 
even Mr, Macpherson’s prudence might have ventured to have declared their 
innocence, | am surprized indeed that prudence, mere prudence did not 
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compell him him to do so—for not idly to expeot that he should have been 
influenced by the ten thousand more generous motives which would all have 
conspired to animate any other breast than his,—prudence eurtly directed 
that he should have acquitted himsell with common decency to you—and low 
hi will palliate, or account for this negtect af common, decency, it ‘puzzles 
me, with all my respect for his unequalled subtlety to guiss. Farden, Dear 
Sir, this freedom. Wf 1 speak of them or things.at all, 1 must speak of them 
aé they appear to me—and from the first moment | knew this gentleman my 
opinion of him has never varied. In short, Mr Macpherson whitest Thee 
professed to Guiga Govind Sing himself and to me @ slecided support af hin, 
was, as Mr, Stewart says, and there is nothing to contradict him. inviting 
attacks against him—bot, whether this be trie or not, 1 kaow that he has 
deceived him. He lias deserted him. Far from giving him support he has 
abandoned him to the fury of His enemies, and has witlheld that decision on 
his ‘conduct which justice absolutely demanded—trom omy soul | believe he 
has withhéld it beeatise he Knew it must pronounce his innocence, and rendet 
him less dependent. He keeps him as a sacrifice which he may in future 
immolate at the shrine of your enemies, should their-ascendency make them 
the gods of his devotion, Severe as this opinion is, | never held one with 
a stronger conviction of its truth. We shall do our best to defeat him, nor 
am | without hopes of working out our salvation without his assistance. The 
ordeal is a ternble: one, for it is.to contend in @ court of law with such men 
as Ramchunder Sein and Gopee Nazir, These men were the principal 
instruments, though by no means the principal contrivers of several of the 
plots which were earried oti against the Dewan and his son: To their share 
it fell to procare arid to instruct the several false witnesses who were to 
charge the Dewan and his son with participation in the forgeries of Ghwolaan 
Ashraff, and who were happily detected in the every act of giving their 
evidence. Against the— . | 
[Nore -—Thia letter breaks off abruptly, as above. | 





No. ts, 


The 2814 Fanuary 1789, 
Dear Sir, 

Young Palmer will deliver to you the public and-secret abstracts fram the 
beginning of 1783 to the day of your resignation, They are not bound—that 
work, | have left to be performed according to your awn direction. 

In case, | should not beable to write to you by the packet of this ships 
Palmer will explain to:you the engagements which prevent me. 
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it would be presumption in me to recommend ito you a som of Major. 
Palmer, but 1 cannot deny ovysell the pleasure of bearing testimony to his 
inerits, far of these you will probably hear but little from his father whose 
delicacy will prevent his saying much ona subject which in some measure 
dues honor to himsell, . | 
I can assure you that Jack Palmer is universally esteemed as a very fine 
young fellow. | 
| Belteve me dear & hand. Sir. 
Your obliged and grateful servant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON. 





No. 16. 
‘CALCUTTA, 
The 6th February 1786. 
Dear Sir, 

The bearer is Mr. Baxter, the owner of the Lege, which has been lately 
taken up on very reasonable terms for the conveyance of dispatches to 
England. 

Much of bis success in this engagement will depend upon his being 
employed to -bring dispatches back again. If such an employment for his 
vessel could be made compatible with the interest of the Company, and I 
should not presume to solicit it otherwise, | humbly request that you will 
favor kim with your support; for he isa man of very good character and has 
hitherto pushed his forttines under the auspicious of your friend Mr Davies, 
whois much interested in his welfare: 

| have the honor to be, 
dear Sit, 
‘Your most obliged and ohedt: humble gorvant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON, 





No: rn 
LONDON, 
| The 25th February 1786 

My dear Thompson, | ae 
The Governor being so horned a¢ wot tg be able to write to you in the 
trannes Ne wishes, desires me to do it forhim We says thal inte his 
atrival in England, he has purposely fur various considerations kept himseli 
aloof from the Court of Diréeturs, and indeed he has not recerved (hat 
attention from: thei which he certainty merits, therefore, has not had 
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sativfactorily the. acquaintance with their proceedings: which he Sold alestice 
He further observes that the deceasr af his worthy friend Mr. Sulivan has 
widened the distance between him and the Court and. its occurrence at the 
present crisis, ts peculiarly unfortumite Tfowever, he still enjoys opportunities 
of having gratuitous information, though uuseught by him. Mrs. Hastings 
iz making up te papers, which will convey to you information of Mr. Burke's 
progress in his attempt to substantiate the charges, he has so long boasted Lo 
bring against our friend. You must not, however, regard the statement of 
Mr. Pitt's and Mr. Dundas’s speeches as fairly given, for they by no means 
spoke of our friend with such cool and sparing approbation as the paper 
describes. On the conttary (I was. one day in the House myself) they both 
expressed the warmest applause af his conduct, and boldly declared their 
opinion, that instew!) of censure, he merited praise and henourable rewards 
from bis country as the man, who beyond ail doubt, bad by lis exertions 
alone, preserved to her, her possessions in the cast, Ewen Mr. Burke seems 
to have receded from his usual violence, seeing no doubt the airy dagger of 
his gloomy imagination Hy from his grasp atthe instant when he weans to 
clutch It Instead of criminal he now seems to dwell most on charges af 
political error and it js the general opinion that, numerous as Le motions are 
for papers, no criminal charge will be found in the House on their examining 
the papers called for, but rather that tie perusal will open the mind of every 
member, who Is not/determinately setagainst conviction, and | believe persons 
of that descnption are now very few. It is lucky for our: friend's cause 
that such papers are called for, as he will now lave an opportunity of hrs 
conduct being judged of from the best evidence, his own correspondence 
shewing the real sentiments of his heart unyrepared for defence against-the 
attacks of an enemy and which he could not have brought to public notice 
himself without a charge of ostentation. [ have no doubt. but numbers of they 
opposition when they shall thus see Mr, Hastings as be really Is, will be 
ashamed and sosry for having so long been blind to his- merit, and be ready 
to repair the injury by joining in his exculpation, Mr. Burke: has not vet 
made any specific charge, and it is thought that te will aot be able to: form 
any that will meet the approbation of the House: On Tuesday the business 
comes on, and Mr. Burke will then be poshed to make hik charge. Thus the 
business: stands at present, but be of good heart and let not thy woble 
courage be cast down, for. the clouds of error are dispersing and truth oust 
appear. 

Mr. Hastings is glad to see that you have not entered yoursell among 
the members of the assembly for petitioning against the bill as he thinks the 
Janguage of their remonstrance is unhecoming and unworthy of the liberality 
of mind of gentluman so respectable as Harry Vansittart and others and le 
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is much hurt that such persone should mix in the same committee with John 
Murray, Bristow, Cowper and Peter Murray, He says that he has every 
reason to suppose the clause respecting the disclosune of fortunes will he- 
repealed, but that as tothe Court of Judicature, that will stand and he can- 
gratulates India upen it for upon that point his own opinion is much altered 
alter great and mature consideration, When lie considers that this Court 
originally consists of 66 members of both houses and three of the most 
venerable characters in the Watsoq and that the accused person has the 
power of excinding so many of them should he chuse it, he must regard it as 
a Jury most likely to be liberal, impartial and humane. Such is his opinion 
on this head and he desires you will make it known to his Friends in India 
without reserve and he hopes that they will not be deceived by designing 
persons, but nse their own judgments and reason, 

The Governor has not yet heard of the papers relative to Ganga Govind, 
being at the India House, When he does and the matter is considered, he 
will stir himself in his favor and hopes to Iree him from all the assaults of 
his enemies. So far he learns already that the Directors are satished with 
his conduct and disapprove of the Proceedings of the Cominittee and 
Messrs. Stables and Stewart. 

Lord Cornwallis was unanimonsly appointed Governor-General yesterday. 
What would you say at seeing me come with him? Do not suppose that 1 
will, lest you be disappointed. The next ship shall bring you more informu- 
tion. God bless you, my dear Thompson and believe me. 


Your ever affectionate friend, 
JOHN, SCOTT, 





No, #8. 
My dear Thompson, 

You must yourself forgive me, and excuse me to my other friends : for | 

eannot write. Read all the preceding ax mine, except iny own praises, 

i sent you a tong letter and list of commissions by a late packet, | hope 
not the Sfalswell's. 1 cannot now repent them, but request vour particular 
aitention to the following, viz. -— 

To procure two large tiger skins, and 6 pair of sheets of the breadth ol 
a bed, I forget whether of the Muslipatam or Vizanagram manufacture, Not 
to be very fine, bot a degree above ordinary, Let these commissions be 
expressed to be for the Comte de Kaganeck, the Imperial Ambr, lest 


{should forget it, I have promised the speedy execution af this commission 
and owe it for his civilities. 
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Captain Ley has promised to take charge ofa horse for me. Procure 
& good one for mr, if you can; one equal to Sullinian, It is for Mrs. Hastings 
who cannot get one fit for herself in England. (My Arab is in amazing 
health, spirite and beauty). Be kind to Captain Ley, and introduce him to 
all my friends. He is a worthy gentleman; so is Mr, Caruthers bis chiel 
mate, sid Mr, Lindsay who is gune ot 4 former ship. Seek him, and be kind 
to bim for my sake. 

Mrs. Hastings grieves that she cannot write, but charges me to say 
everything kind for her, She is pretty well, but not so well as T wish, 

Your friends in the Crescené were all in perfect health last month. 


Adieu, Your affectionate, 
W. HASTINGS. 
[Endorsed :J— 
Captain Jonathan Scott and W. Hastings, Esq. 


LONDON, 
The 25th February 1786. Received P, Berrington. 
MONDAY, 
The soth July 1780. 





No. 19 
ALIPOOR ; 


WEDNESOAY MORNING, 


The 1st March 1736, 
Dear Sir, 

To the special care of Chapman, { commit the accompanying six letters 
froma Mrs. Hastings to yourself. They are all precisely in the state in which 
breceived them, and though two came-to my hands open | can assure you 
that | have read neither of them. The opening of one ts accounted for by 
the letter from Larkins in which It is folded. How the other came opened 
I have never been able to learn, though | believe it was received so from 
tlic hands of the General. Chapman will likewtse deliver to you # parcel 
containing some books from Matlavy Ahmud which be says you directed 
him to search for before your departure, and which from the scarcity of them 
he thinks himself very fortunate in having procured. | have written to 
Mrs. Hastings on the concerns of the Beegum, and | have requested ber to 
show you the letter. | am compelled to abridge my correspondence by 
means Hike this; ss the cause of Gunga Govind Sing leaves me hardly a 
moment for any other business, I's weight on ore both In court and still 
more out of conrt is, 1 assure you, very great, [It has hung on me with 
unceasing pressure for above three months Mine are not the common 
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feelings of an advocate upon thie occasion. 1 kadw that Ramchander Sein 
and Gopee Nazir were the instruments of a party bent upon the disgrace of 
all your friends and all your measures, Ramchunder Sein in particular was 
introduced through Mrs. Moore* and Mr. Dunkin the lawyer to Lord 
Macartney, to whom as the carnest of his future labors he presented an 
immense volume of calummies against-you and your administration, The 
arts which they are now practising to defeat justice and mislead the jury 
are shocking to humanity, and ta me whio foresees the great probability of 
their success they occasion. infinite anxiety, Every moment of my lle is 
now employed to expose and defeat them. But owr business is to display 
truth whilst their's is only te conceal it, and where men arc either naturally 
blind, or disposed to shut their eyes against the truth, I need not tell you 
whose task is most difficult, 

1 ardently long to be again at your side, but when Iam to hive that 
happiness the Great Bestower of it alone can tell: for my own part, Dcan 
hardly form 4 conjecture as to the time of my departure from this country. 

Believe me, dear & hond. Str, 
Your obliged faithful & grateful servant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON. 


[1 am now going to court.] 





No. 20. 
CALCUTTA, 
The 4th March 17%. 
My dear Sir, 

The paper is very bad; but it is. the best, T-can get, for 1 am pot writing 
at my own house. 

There is no such thing-as pleasure unalloyed by pain. Infinite was the 
delight with which | received and opened your two feiters delivered to me 
about ten days ago by Mr. Basset, for they were the first and indeed the 
only Intters which | had received [rom you since your departure; but bow 
great was my Concern to Jearn that you had such just causes for anxiety, and 
that you had looked for relief, where I knew you could not obtain it. You 
expected, | find, to receive the pictures and the papers which you had missed 
by the first ship which should reach England alter your arrival—alas, [ have 
not till this momest been able to find any of them. OF the pictures [ had 
never heard till | received your letters by Mr. Basset. For Nobkishun's 
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Bonds indeed | had Jong searched but searched in vain before your departure. 
Dexterity and address more than diligence will now be necessary for their 
recovery. Thave no recollection of ever having seen such a bureau as 
that to which you allude. You say it had heen removed in your absence by 
Francis® to the Old House, Il such was the case, it was probably taken 
possession of by the Company's Sircars as Company's property, for I found 
that their claims as such were much more extensive upon yoar departure, than 
bhad expected them to be; but upon an appeal to Larkins, he informed me 
that many articles of furniture had been carried before your departure to the 
Company's account. To Larkins indeed | left as you had always done the 
management of your moneyed concerns. He it was who upon your departure 
locked up all the rooms. He it was who opened them,.and sent their contents 
to the auction room. [told you in my letter by the Cornwailis and by other 
letters, that f have rescued from thence a few things which | was sure you 
never interided should be sent thither. Ihave searched all the godowns at 
the Old House for such a bureau as you describe, but without finding ix 1 
have not yet divulged the motives of my search, but if it continues ansuc- 
cessful } shall advertize for the pictures and the pictures only, These will 
probably be produced without reluctance, and if they are, may lead to the 
discovery of the other articles. In sbort, my dear Sir, assure yourself that 
ho Vigilance, no labour, no address of which f am capable, shall be wanting to 
restore them to you. 

Remember that when ! received your letters by Mr. Basset, the Dutton 
was gone there. Then remained only three ships—the Deptford, the Dublin, 
and the Winterfen—the Deptford is now dispatched and carries a Thibet 
Bull to you—the Dudiin which is to be next dispatched isto carry a Thibet 
Bull to some friend of Mr. Macpherson. Upon neither of these ships there- 
fore could I have sent a borse to St. Helena. The attempt would have been 
probably prejudicial both to the horse and the ball, and certainly unreasonable 
towards the Captain, The Winterton is likely to sail at so unseasonable a 
time of year, that | would hardly wish even Mr. Stables to take his passage 
in her. But by one of the first ships of the next scason t will assuredly send 
a horse and a good one too to St. Helena. | could almost find in my heart 
to part with Soleyman himself for «ech a purpose, He deserves to be the 
inhabitant of s0 blessed an Island, and great would be his honor and his 
happiness in stocking it with a race as noble as himself, 1 wish | knew with 
certainty how you and Mrs, Hastings would like to have him so disposed of, 
We are otherwise inseparable, for if he does not go to St, Helena, he will go 


with me if } ever go to England. 


o 
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I have been fagging all day at the cause. We begin to see the end of 
it. I suppose it will be over within these twelve days. 
! have the honor to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obliged & grateful servant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON. 





No. at. 
ALIPOOR, 
The 23th March 1736. 
My dear Sir, 

Pardon the liberty | take in most eamestly recommending to your good 
offices the bearer, Mr. Byrt: He was an officer on board the ship which 
brought me to India. Such situations are not frequently, I believe, productive, 
of much mutual esteem, but his humanity, good sense, courage and generosity 
attached me to him by ties of the sincerest fnendship, and every thing I have 
since heard or seen of him have strengthened them. 

All I have myself been able to do for his benefit is to secure to him an 
advance of about 3,000£ in England which with the assistance of some of 
his other friends, he supposed; would be aitifficient to Procure him the 
command of one of the Company's ships. Should he continue to pursue this 
object let me entreat you to favor him; not with your money, for I know you 
have none spare, but with your interest. You will no doubt be able by your 
influence to assist greatly in getting him a ship, and afterwards in getting 
him a good voyage. I may perhaps be asking infinitely more than Iam 
aware of: grant, however, no more than is perfectly convenient to you. 1 
have no friend in the world to whom I ought or would wish to sacrifice one 
moment of your ease or happiness, | am going to Court to close the evidence 
tor the prosecutors in reply; their Counsel will then observe on it. We shall 
afterwards observe in reply upon all the evidence which has been given, and 
the judge will then charge the jury, This may perhaps be the work of 
another fortnight, You have no conception of the trouble which this business 
has given me. 

Believe me, 
Dear Sir, 
Your faithful servant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON. 


——_——ee 
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No, 22. 
ALIPooR, SUNDAY, 
The 25th March 1736, 
My dear Sir, 

Among the number of your native friends who eversince your departure 
have kept holy the seventh day by continuing on it their visits to Alipoor, 
there is not one more constant nor more sincere in his devotions than 
Bissumber Pundit, He has just left me, The copy of a letter which | 
enclose from Moodajee he desired me to send to you. He is himself gone 
home to write one to you, bet I fear it will not be finished in time, for the 
packet will close within these two hours. He has Jately solicited an 
exemption from the Guya® duties in favor of 250 pilgrims the followers of 
Rugygogee. Finding the Government not willing to comply with his request, 
he has begun a history of the great employments which he and his brother 
have beld and the honors with which they have been rewarded. He has yet 
got no lower than Elliott's Embassy to Berar and has already filled a volume. 
Time wiil be at an end before he can at this rate get through his embassy 
swith Mr, Anderson to Cuttack, his doings at Benaris, his commission with 
Chapman, his possession of your picture, and the many other things which 
bave made him great. The completion, however, of bis work must logically 
secure him immortality for without immortality he can never complete it. 

We have at length closed the evidence on the prosecution of Ram 
Chunder Sein and Gopee Nazir, and my labors in it are therefore at an end, 
for to observe on the evidence, to detect the fallacy and in many instances 
the gross perjury of that part of it which has been produced by the defendants, 
to expose the sophistry of their Counsel, and to shew truth in its own form 
to the Jury and to compe! their acknowledgement of her, all this is the work 
of Davies as Senior Counsel—and so confused are his zea! and abilities that 
I feel no apprehensions for his due performance of it. Mine was the task 
to search for and produce the necessary proofs, a task | assure you of infinite 
labor and anxiety, One instance may give you an adequate idea. of it. 

We proved that whilst Ghwolaum Ashruff was confined in the Fort under 
a Naiq and four seapoys, he went with the connivance of his guard to visit 
Gopee Nazir, when some of their future machinations against Gunga Govind 
Sing were planned. To combat this fact, the defendants called upon Colonel 
Hampton and Colone} Watson to swear that it was not possible for Ghwolaum 
Ashroff to have got out of the Fort under such circumstances—which they 
both did and very roandly too against positive proof that the fact had actually 
happened. Hampton poor man had heen tempted to think that his military 
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character was ‘at stake, and Watson was the avowed friend the bail indeed 
for Ram Chunder Sein. Hampton was misled by the opinions of those who 
wished to deceive him—Watson only by. his zeal for the cause which he 
wished to serve, It is indeed the only favorable circumstance | have ever 
known in his life—that in this instance he hesitated not to commits crime 
for the benefit of his friend, which there is no doubt he would at any time 
commit for his own. It. was impossible, however, that we could suffer such 
an Opinion opposed as it was to well established facts to pass uncontroverted. 
I spoke to Pearee, Captain Kyd and others upon the subject, and explaining 
to them the place and manner in which Ghwolaum Ashraff was confined, they 
were all of opinion that many motives might have concurred to induce the 
guards of Ghwolaom Ashroff to suffer him to-go out of the Fort: themselves 
accompanying him—for such wag the fact In our reply therefore we proved 
all the circumstances of Ghwolaum Ashruff's confinement. Pearce and Kyd 
declared their opinions in Court, and Hampton came and amended his 
declaring that it bad been grounded on misinformation. To furnish this 
single head of proof in reply cost me many days, though tt was apparently 
so simple, and rested wholly with Europeans | should tell you that Watson, 
not contented with giving his own opinion in favor o! the character of Ram 
Chunder Sein, chose: to give yours also, declaring that lie had recommended 
Ram Chunder Sein to you, that you had expressed. the highest sense of his 
integrity and abilities, and that he believed you had at that time an intention 
of employing him in some office of bigh trust. 

As farasa clear well-connected chain of the most direct and pointed 
evidence tan secure the success of a cause, we may rely on the success of 
ours. But that 12 low men should continue for three months together proof 
against all the arts which have no doubt been practised to mislead this fjury— 
against bribery—against misrepresentation both in Court and nut of it— 
against even the suggestions of pardonable though erroneous compassion, is 
‘consummation hardly tobe expected—and the ignorance, or obstinacy, or 
wilful villainy of any one of the 12 will sufficiently answer all the purposes of 
our adversary. | have no. patience with Macpherson when | consider that 
its bis irresolution, if not duplicity, which has compelled us to appeal to so 
hazardous, so uncertain, a test for the proof of Gunga Govind Sing’s innocence 
—or rather for the proof of the consummate villainy of his opponents. On 
Thursday next Davies replies, The Judge will then read the whole evidence 
to the Jury which will probably take four days, and then will follow the 
verdict. 

In some of my late letters, I slightly mentioned te you Larkins’ plan for the 
discharge of the Company's debt. Whether good or bad in other respects, it 
bears with much inhumanity and injustice-on the natives who are compelled by 
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it to receive paper for their demands, As if this hardship were not safficiently 
great, the Board, | find, have appomted Mr. Dashwood to issue the 
certificates to the zemnmendazs for their Mosharia. These certificates bear no 
interest, and to the enormously heavy discount to which these certificates 
above all others will be subject, the Board have liberally charged them with 
five per cent payable to Mr, Dashwood for his trouble in issaing them. | do 
maintain that humanity—even that under-valued though traly excellent quality 
goad-nalure—is necessary to the wise formation of political arrangements, 
Had Larkins onc particle of pood-nature, of common humanity about him, be 
would never have devised a plan so injurious to the rights of men whose 
claims ! admit have no other security than our justice and generosity; and 
had not the members of the Board been destitute of common sense as weil 
as of common justice aud generosity, they never would have adopted such a 
plan. All their object is: to acgurt themselves as they call it to the 
administration at home—that is, to make a pompous and imposing parade ol 
severe economy—totally neglecting all those enlarged principles of policy 
which are necessary to give permanency, and real value to the possessions 
ol the Company, Like dishonest stewanls they cover rapacity, their oppres- 
sions of the tenants, and the ultimate impoverishment and forfeiture of the 
estate by exhibiting to the short-siglited landlord a large rent-roll, and 
telling him that in every question between him and his. tenants they have 
always decided in his favor. I have taken ‘no pains in wording this, but the 
idea is, T am sure, a jast one, and applicable to almost every measure of 
Government since your departure: 

The Beegum has sent four chairs and a very beautiful table all ol ivory 
for Mrs, Hastings, They did not arrive in time for any of the ships. All were 
gone except the Wraterton, and of that not a single officer was in town of 
whom ? could request to take charge of them 1 will take great care of them 
and send them by one of the first ships of next season—so | will-a horse to 
St. Helena—and | hope your miniature pictures uni] papers to you—for though 
| have not yet been able to secure them, | do not despair, 

I never saw either the pictures or the papers. 

Bissumber has just now sent his letter, and ¢ will therefore close 
my own, 





I thank your forall my obligations to you and have the honor to be, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obliged & faithful servant, 
GEO. NESBITT THOMPSON. 
[ fe be continued.) 
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NOTICE. 





HE Ven Archdeacon Walter K  Firminger, who has been Editor of . 


| Bengal Past and Present since its commencement {n 1907, is leaving 
India early in July on six months’ leave, As the Archdeacon may be 
returning only to complete a comparatively short period of service, he has 
been compelled to resign the editorship. The seventeen bound volumes of 
Bengal Past and Present, Ahe reprints f Mrs, Pay’s Letters, Grand’s 
Narrative, the Genuine Letters of Asiaticus, the Diaries of Three Surgeons of 
Patna, remain as evidence of work done either for, oer in connection with, the 
Sociely, while two volumes of Rangpur, two of Midnapur, and four of Sythet 
District Records, the Consultations of the Select Committee 1757, the 
Supervisor's Correspondence 1769, and first volume of the Murshidabad 
Consultations 1770, represent the Archdeacon's work in connection with 
Government. For the Asiatic Society of Bengal he edited the Malda Factory 
Records 1680-82, for Messrs. Cambray the Archdeacon edited as a work of 
love a three-volume edition of the Fifth Report of 1812, and for Messrs. 
Thacker, Spink he wrote Thacker's Guide #2 Calcutta (tg05) and edited the 
third and concluding volume of Wilson's Eurly Annals of the Laglish tr 
Bengal. The Archdeacon, we~ understand, will oot be able to undertake 
literary work of this kind in the future, but he hopes to be able to perform 
his duties as a member of the Indian Historical Records Commission. We are 
happy tobe able to announce that Mr. 'T.O.D, Dunn of the Indian Edu- 
tational Service has most kindly undertaken to accept the editorship of 
Benga! Past and Present, and all contributions should in fatare be sent 
direct to his address—the United Service Club, Chowringher, Calcutta. 


S, C, SANIAL, 
goth Fume, rgrg. 


Honorary Sacretary. 
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